
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 2

To be completed only by Local Councib, lnlernal Drainage Boards and other smaller
authorities* whore the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was €25,000 ot less,
that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from
a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum 2022123
1 . Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was 125,000

or iess must, after the end of each financial year, complete Form 2 ofthe Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Praclices, unless the authority:
a) does noi meet the qualifying criteria for exemptlonj or
b) does not wish to certify itself as exempt

2. Smaller authorities where the h igher of all gross annual lncome or gross anI ual expenditure does not
exceed f25,000 and that rneet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able
to declare themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum to the external auditor for a limiied assurance review provided the authority compleles:
a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by email
or by post (not both) no later than 30 June 2023. Failure to do so will reslll! in reminder letter(s) for
which the Authority will be charged f40 +VAT for each letter; and
b) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Form 2)which is made up of:
" Annual lnterna! Audit Report (page 4) must be completed by the authority's internal audiior.
. Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement (page 5) must be completed and approved by the authority.
. Section 2 -Accounting Statements (page 6) must be completed and approved by the authority.
NOTE: Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual
Governance and Accountability Return to the exlernal auditor.

3- The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving Section 2
Accounting Statements and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 'l July 2023.

Publication Requirements
Smaller authoriiies must publish various docLrments on a publicly available website as .equired by the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the LocalAudit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the
Transparency Code for SmallerAuthorities. These include:
. Certificate of Exemption, page 3. Annual lnternal Audil Report 2022123, page 4. Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022123, page 5. Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022123, page 6. Analysis of variances. Bank reconcilialion. Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 20'1 5.

Limited Assurance Review
Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. lf so, the authority should not ceftify itself as
exempt or complete the Certificate of Exemption. lnstead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR 2a22123
and return it to the external auditor together with the supporting documentation rcquested by the enernal
auditor. The cost to the authority for the review will be !210 +VAT. t ,
Provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt and completes and publishes the documents ,isted
under 'Publication Requirements', there is no requirement for the authority to have a revtew.

The Annual Governance ardAccountab,lity Return consUtutes the annualretum refeffed io in ihe Accounls andAudit Regulations 2015-
Throughoul, n]e words extemal audii.i have tle sarne meaning as lhe words local auditor in the pacounts and ALrdit Regulaiions 2015.

-for a camplele list af boclles that nay be smallet authotities refer ta schetlule 2 ta lhe Lacal Audit and Accountabjlitt Ad 2A14.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2022123, Sections 1 and 2
. An authorty thatwishes to declare lseif exempt from the requirement for a lim ted assurance review rnust

do so at a meel n9 of the authority afler 31 IVarch 2023. lt should not submit its Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to ihe exlernal auditor. However, as part of a more proportionate regime, the author iy
must comply w th the requrrements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.

. The Cedificate of Exemptlon musi be returned to ihe external auditor no later ihan 30 June 2023. Rem nder
leters will incur a charge of €40 +VAT for each letter.

. The authorty must conply w lh Proper Pracllces in completing Sectons 1 and 2 of th sAGAR and the
Certif cate of Exemption. Proper Pract ces are found in the Pra cllrolrers' Gulde' which is updated from
tirfe lo time and contains everyihing needed 10 prepare successfully for the financial yearend.

. The authority should receive and note the Annual lniernalAudii Reporl belore approving the Annua
Co,/erran(e StalemenL and rhe accoLnrE

. The Annual Governarce Statement (Section 1) nrLrst be approved on the same day or before the Account ng
Stalefirents (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references

. The Respons ble Financial Offcer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) beiore they are presenied
to the authorty for approval. The authorty rnust in this order; consider, approve and s gn the accounts.

. TheRFO srequiredtocommencethepublcrohtsperiodassoonaspracticalafterthedateofthe
AGAR approval.

. Make sure that the AGAR rs complete (no h ghlighled boxes left ernpty), and ts p.operly signed and dated.
Any amendments must be approved by ihe authorty and properly inltialled.

. ljse lhe checklisl provided below to revrew the AGAR for cornpleteness at the meeting at whrch it rs signed olf

. You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chairman, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

. The authorlty must publish numer cal and narrative explanations for s gnificant variances n the accounting
statements on page 6. Glr dance is provided in the Practilianers' Guide- wh ch may assist

. {\4ake sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2022) equa s the balance brought loMard n ihe currenl year (Box 1 of 2023)

, The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the aulhorily. must set the commencement date for the
exerc se of public rights oi 30 consecut ve working days wh ch must include the first ten $/ork n9 days of July.

. Theauthoritymuslpubiish,ontheauthortywebste/webpage,the nlormation required byRegulatlon'15 (2),
Accounls and Audri Regulai ons 2015. incl!ding ihe period forthe exercise ofpublic rghts and the name and
address of the external audilor before '1 July 2023.

'Govenance and Accountability fot Sfiallet Authorities in Englancl- a tuactitioners, cuide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk orfrom www.ada.org.uk
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Have allhighlghied box€s have been compeied?

Have the dates set for the perod forihe -^xerc se of pLrb ic rights been published?

flernalAudii Repoft Have a1l h g hl ghted boxes been completed by the interna auditor and €xplanaiions provlded?

Section 1 For any statemefi to which the response s no . s an expla naiion avallable tor publ cai on,
Seciion 2 Has the Responsible Financ al Offcer signed the accounting staiemenis before

presentation to the authority for approval?

Has ihe authorty s approval of the accounting staternents been confirmed by
the signailrre of the Charrman of the approval nreet ng?

Has an explanatior of s gn ficait variatons been p!blshed where requned?

Has the bank reconDi ation as al31 March 2023beef reconcibd to Box S?,

s an expanaiion oi any drfference behi/een Box 7 and Box 8 avarlable should
a quest on be raised by a loca elector and/of an interested party? :(ENr

Sections 1 and 2 TrLrst funds have al d sclosures been made f the althorty as a body corporate is a
sole managrng trustee? lLo.:alCouncils onlv)



Certiflcate of Exemption - AGAR.2022123 Fatm 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed 125,000 in the year oI account ended 31 March 2023, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section I of the Local Audit
(SmallerAuthoriLies) Regulations 20'15

There is no requirement lo have a limited assurance review or to submit anAnnual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has ceriified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2023 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later
than 30 June 2023 notifying the external audltor.

Stawley Parish Council

certifies thai during ihe financial yeat 2022123,lhe higher of the auihority's total gross income for the year or
iotal gross annual expenditure, for the year d d not exceed €25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2022l23i !4,896

Total annual gross expenditure forthe authorly 2022123: 14,911

There are ceriain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so thai a lirnited
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of €2'10 +VAT will be payable.

By slgning this Certificate of Exemption you are confirrring that:
. The authorlty was in existence on lstAprll 2019
.lnrelationtotheprecedingfinancialyear(2021122),lheertetnalauditorhasnot:

. issued a public lnterest report in respeci ofthe auihority or any entiiy connected wlth t

. made a statutory recommendaUon to the authority, relating to the auihority or any eniity connected with it

. issued an advisory nolice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule B to the LocalAudit and Accounlability Act
2014 ( ihe Act"), and has not withdrawn the noijce

. commenced judicialreview proceedings under section 31(1) ofthe Act

. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawiul,
and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the courl refused to make the declaration

. The court has not declared an item of account unlayful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding !25,000, then the Certificale of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the informatjon required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Reg!lations 2015lncluding the period for the exerclse ofpublic nghts still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy ofihis certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2023.
Signing this certificate contirms the authority will comply with the publ;cation requirements.

S gfed by the Responslb e Financ al Officer Date

N ^ /-) <a_rv\ : .)-k-i l--\
S gned by Cha rman

ff1\,,,,r *
Gene c emarl addrelsloiA!rhorry

stawleypc@yahoo.co.uk

confnrr that this Cerliiicale oi
Exempiion was approved by this
aLrthority or this date:

as recorded in m nLrte reierence

- t J q" t\n,, 2tz3' i t)'
Telephone nirmber

01823672627

o4 la; f xL>o",lo:luD
Date 

L t

oll"''I":

"P!b ished web address

stash.org.uk

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30
June 2023. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of t40 + VAI
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2022123

Stawley Parish Council

stash.org.uk

During the financial year ended 31 N4arch 2023, this aulhoriiy's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of rsk, carrled out a selective assessment of compliance wth the re!evant procedures
and controls in operatjon and obta ned appropriate evldence from the authority.

The lnternal audit for 2022123 has be-.n carried out in accordance with th s authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis ofthe findings in the areas examined, the internalairdit conclusions are summarised in this lable.
Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the jnternal audit conclusions on whether,
in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year lo a standard
adequate to rneet the needs ofthis authority.

. Approlnate accoLrntns records have been propery kept throughoLrt the f nancialyear
Th s aLihorty con'rp edwith(sfnanca regulaiions paynrents were slpporled by nvoices al
expenditure was approved ard VAT was approprately accounted for

C. This auihority assessed ihe slgnlicant risks to achieving its objeclives and reviewed ihe adequacy
of arrangemenis to manage these.

t. The precept or rales req! ren-rent res! ted from an adeq!ate budgetary process progress aga nst
the bldget was regurany mon tored and reserves were appropiate

E. Expe.ted i come was fiilly recelved, irased on co rect pr ces properly recorded and prom pt y
ba.ked errd VAT was appropratey ac.ounled lor

r. Peti)r cash paymeniswere propery supporied by r€celpts. a petty cash expend t!re was
approved and VAT appropriately acco!nted for

r\t elti
G. SaLaries to empLoyees and allowances !o memberswere paid in accordance with ihis authoirys

approvals, and PAYE and Nl requiremeniswerc propeAy applied. N" pt.-,r i,.
-l Asset a n.i n vesiil ents reg sters lvere complete a nd accurate a nd proper y m arnia ned
' Period c bank accolnt re.onc ai ons were p.opery catr e.l out dLrrln! tire year

Account ng slalernenis prepared drang the year were prepared on the correcl acco!nt n! bas s
(receipts aid paymenis or ncome and expend i!re). agreed to the cash book, supriorted by an
adeqlate aud t trailfrom Lrndery n! records and where approprate debtors and creditors were

J,

K. lf the auihoniy cerified itself as exenrpi from a limiied assurance review in 2021122, imeiihe
exemption criterla and coffectly declared ltsefexempt. (lt the aukarity had a linited assurance
review af rts 2021/22 AGAR tick "nat cavered )

L The authority p!b lshed the required riornrat on on a webs te/webpage up to date at ihe time ol
tlre ternaL aud t h accordance wiih the re evant egis atlon.

M.ln ihe year covered by thisAGAR, the authority correctly provided fora period for ihe exercise oi
pLrblc riqhts as required by theAccounis andAudit Regulallons @unng the 2022-23 AGAR period,
were public rights in relatian ta the 2A21-22 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/o.
authaity apprcved minutes confnming the dates set)-

N. The authority has compLled with the publicaiion requirements for 2021122AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes)

O. (For local councils only)
Trusifunds (including charliable) -The council met ils responsibilities as atrustee.

For any other risk areas denl f ed by this authoniy adequaie controls ex sied (list any other r sk areas on sep3rate sheels if reeded)

Date{s) internal aud t underiaken

t* | o+lu*
S gnature of person who
catredoLnthei.ternalarrd I

N?me of percon who carried outthe internalaudit

m. 5(A$16;&{
t? r+lo+lz-ot-s

"lfthe response s no please state lhe implications and actron being taken ro address any weakness
(add separate sheets if needed)

'tNote li the response rs not covered' please staie when the most recenl nlerna audit work was done
next pla nned i or, f coverage is not required, the annual intema aldrt report musl exp a n why not (add

n th s area and when I s
separate sheets ri neededj

Date
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Section 1 -Annual Governance Stat€.ment 2022123

We acknowledge as the members oI:

Stawley Parish Council

oLrr responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation ofthe Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 M arch 2023, that:

1. \^Je have pllin p a.e a(anoements io. effe.t ve Ina.cia
nranegemenl iriing the year a.d f.rthe preparalon.f
lhe ac.o!fl ng st.le renls

prepared its accounting statenents in accotdance
wik the Accaunls ancl Audt Regutations.

2. We maintained an adeqLat€ systen of internalcontrol
includlro measures deslSned lo prevent and dete.l lraud
and coruption and revlewed its etrect veness

nacle prcper arangerents and ac@pted rcsponsibiti9
lot salbguarding the public nanet and .esaLrces ih

3. We took allreasonable st6ps to assLr€ou6elv6s
thal lhere ae no matters ol actual o. potentiai
non-compliance wirh laws regLlations and Prcper
Praclices thal could have a slgnifient financialeffect
on lhe ab lity of th s aulhorlty 10 conducl ts
buslness or manaqe ils linanes.

has anly .lone what it has the lesal pawet lo .la and has
canplied with Proper Practjca$ in doins so.

4, We prcvided proper opportlnity durlng ihe year ror
the exercise oi eLectors dghts in acco.dan@ wlth lhe
reqliremerts ollheAccou.ts and Aud t Regulauons.

dunng the yeat gave at r@rsans inte.ested the appanunity to
i,spect and ask qlesriors about this authotity s atuunts.

5, We caried oul an assessment oi the risks facins this
authon, and took appropriate steps to manage thos€
risks, including lhe rtroducuon of inlemai controls and/or
external nsurance mverwhee requi.ed.

cons.lered and.lacrnented the linanciaiand alhet nsks n
laces and .leait vtth then popen'l

6.Wemaintainedthrolghoullheyearanadequateand
effective system of lnterna auditolthe amunting
reco.ds and contDl systems,

atuhged far a competeht pe6ah, indepehdeht of lhe linancial
conttuls antl prc@ciures, to give an objective vbw an whethet
intemal mntrcls neet the needs af this sna er adhonty.

7, We took appropr ate acUon or a I malteB Eised
in Dports frcm intemaland extemalaudil.

respuded ta natterc hrcught b ns atuntion by irtemal ancj

8.We considered whether any itigaiion, iablitiesor
commitments, events or t€nsac-lions, occuEing e ther
durinq or afterihe veaGend, have a nna.cialimpact on
lhis aLtho.ity and, where appropriate, havelnclud€d them
in lhe accounling statements.

disclased e@rtthing it should have abaut its business aclivty
.lu.ing the yea. inclLdihg events takihg pla@ after the year

9. (For local councils oily) Itusltunds ncluding
chanlable ln ourcapaclty as the sole managing
lruslee we discharged ouramoutabiliry
rcsponslbililies ior the iund(s)/assels incLding
nnancial repo.tirg and, il requned, independenl

has net al of ns responsibilities whete as a body
caeorate it is a sale nanaging ttustee of a tocal ttust

*For any statement to which the response is 'no',

ThisAnnual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting ofthe author ty on:

Aqlosl)i/e
and recorded as m nLrte reference

t i\ \' $'a"1 zoz'+

stash.org.uk

an explanation must be published

S gned by the Chairman and Clerk of lhe nreeting where

Cha rrnan

Clerk

The authority website/webpage is up to daie and the !nformaiion required by ihe Iransparency Code has
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Section 2 - Accounting

t\.?
Dare o\l 0i

I
\r;;\

Statements 2022123 tor

Stawley Parish Council

ced Iy that for the year ended 31 [,4arch 2023 theAccouniing
Statements in thisAnnual Governance and Accountab ity
Return have been prepared on either a rece pts and
paymenis or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance rn covernance and Accountab ty for Smaler
Authorties a Practtioners Gu de to Proper Pract ces
and presenl fa rly the f nancial position ofth s authoriiy.

Signed by Responsible FinancialOfficer betore being
presented to the authority for approval

i connrm ihai theseAccouniing Siatements were
approved bythis auihority on ihisdate:

Aq)Arlz!23
,' 1,, ,

as recorded in nrinuie reference:

6 t' Y N\og zoz>
Signed by Chairman oflhe nreeting where the
Accouniing Statements were approved(3^r l

-YY Matn4laL

t)

Tatal balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recarded in the financial records. Value nust agree to
Bax 7 at previaus year.

2,927
Tatal amount af precept (orfor lDBs rctes and levies)
received ar teceivable in the year- Exclude any grants

3. (+) Tota other receipts Total incane ar receipts as recarded in the cashbaok less
lhe prccept or rates/levies received (line 2)- lnclude any

4. {-) Staff cosis T.tal expendtare at paynents na.le ta an.i on behall
-.t ur9'' a'c'o noLdgd

enplayerc N1 cantributians, enpbyerc pensian
contrbutians gratuities and sere.a.ce paynents-

Tatal expen.Jiture ar paynenl.S orcapnalantl inte.est
nade during the year an the aDthanty s baffatin]s lf any)

6. t) All other paymenis

4,911
Total expenditure or paynenis as recor./ecl D ihe cash-
baak less statt casts (line 4) an.1 loan interest/capital

Total balances and resetues at he end of the year. Must
equat (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)-

n Iota va !e oi cash and
shotrterm rfvestments 10,017 10,002

The surn cf al crftent and deDos,l barl ac.ouris. .ash
haldinqs and shantetnr lnfesinterts hel.l as al31 l\,1ath -
To agree with bank rcconciliation.

9. Totai fixed assets plus
ong tern investments

The value af allthe prcpeny the auhonty owns - it is nade
up of a ts fixecl assets and lang term inveslnents as at

10. Total borow ngs
0 c

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March af al loans
fran third padies (inctudins PWLB)

'l1 a. Disclosure note re Trust lunds
(inc uding charitab e)

The Cauncil, as a ba.ly txxporaie. acts as sole irustee ard
is respansibtefor rnanaEng Irusl iurds orassels

11b. Dlscosure note re Trust funds The figurcs in the accounting statements above do not
include any Trust tmnsacnans-
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31 [4arch
2022

10,06i 10,01i

2. (+) Precepior Raies and

2,96(

I ,376 1 ,92i

c (

5. t) Loan interesucapiial
( (

4,347

7. (=) Balances carrled
10,00i

No


