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Church Services

Sun 7" Dec 2"! Sunday of Advent

9.30am Holy Communion Service St. Michael’s, Stawley
11.15am Sung Eucharist All Saints’, Rockwell Green
11.15am BCP Communion Service St. John the Baptist, Ashbrittle
3.30pm Family Choral Evensong St. Nicholas’, Kittisford

Sat 13™ to Sun 14™ Dec Christmas Tree Festival
2.00pm - 5.00pm Enjoy refreshments and tour all the colourful Christmas trees on display

Sun 14" Dec
9.30am
3.00pm

Tue 16™ Dec
7.00pm

Fri 19" Dec

3" Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion
Carols amongst the Christmas Trees

A Celebration of Christmas

All Saints’, Rockwell Green

Holy Cross, Sampford Arundel
All Saints’, Rockwell Green

St. Michael’s, Stawley

7.00pm Carols by Candlelight Bathealton Village Hall

Sun 21* Dec 4™ Sunday of Advent

11.15am Sung Eucharist Service All Saints’, Rockwell Green
6.30pm Christmas Carol Service Holy Cross, Sampford Arundel
Mon 22" Dec

7.00pm Christmas Carol Service St. Margaret’s, Thorne St. Margaret
Wed 24™ Dec Christmas Eve

4.00pm Family Crib & Christingle Service All Saints’, Rockwell Green
4.00pm Family Crib Service St. Nicholas’, Kittisford

10.00pm Midnight Mass Holy Cross, Sampford Arundel
10.00pm Midnight Mass St. John the Baptist, Ashbrittle

Thu 25" Dec Christmas Day

10.00am Christmas Day Family Service St. Michael’s, Stawley

10.15am Christmas Day Communion St. Margaret’s, Thorne St. Margaret

Sun 28™ December

9.30am
11.15am

Holy Communion Service
Sung Eucharist Service

St. Bartholomew’s, Bathealton
All Saints’, Rockwell Green

December 2025

For services in January 2026 please visit our website at westtong.org.uk/services or contact Revd Andy Barton at
welcome@westtone.org.uk or 07795 699737

Churchwardens and ClergyAshbrittle with Greenham

Ashbrittle Charles Doble, The Old Rectory, Ashbrittle, TA21 OLQ 01823 672365

David Hanks, Manley House, Ashbrittle, TA21 OLE 01823 672436
Bathealton Sarah Eustice, Oakwood, Spring Grove, TA4 1NL 01823 401248
Kittisford Annie Musgrove, Meadow Farm, Greenham, TA21 0JW 01823 672627
Stawley Penny Hare, Stawley Mill, Wellington, TA21 OHT 01823 672183

Colin Haddrell, Tucks Farm, Stawley, TA21 OHS 07974 804990
Priest-in-Charge
Reverend Andrew Barton, 2 White Oaks, Langford Budville, TA21 ORB
Contacts: Home/Office - Phone 01823 924007 or 07795 699737

Email revdbarton@gmail.com
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Thought for the Month

Advent is upon us, and I wonder what you are
looking forward to. A Christmas full of family,
food, and fun, or perhaps a quieter celebration
alone or with just a few. Over the coming weeks
no doubt many lists will be written, shopping
lists, gift lists and “who do I need to write to and
thank” lists. Some of you may simply be looking
forward to it all being over for another year.

Whatever it is that December means to you,
I hope there is something within it that you can
look forward to. Advent after all is a season of
anticipation, hope and excitement. A quick scan
of the wonderful number of events taking place
across the villages over the coming weeks suggest
that we are up for a rollercoaster ride.

Having something to look forward to or
holding out in hope for something we yearn for,
both contribute to positive wellbeing. As does
feeling connected to others or belonging to a
community. The recent Vision Day and
Community Lunch held at Appley Pavilion in
October showed just how much belonging and
caring for others matters to people here.

Planning for the future

One of the ways your local churches are looking
to respond to this is by broadening the range of
events and services that are on offer. We are
making space for children, young people and
families within our rota of services. Alongside
this there will be something for those who are not
interested in attending a service but who would
welcome a space to chat about life, the world and
all things challenging.

Plans are at an early stage so watch this
space (and our website westtone.org.uk) as we
start to unwrap the gifts that await you in 2026.
Now that’s something to look forward to.

As is the hanging of stockings. The church
in Kittisford is dedicated to Saint Nicholas, a 4™
century bishop from what is now Turkey, whose
life reflected the Santa Claus we look forward to
arriving overnight on Christmas Eve. St. Nick
gave away his wealth to help those in need,
especially children.

According to a much-loved story, he helped
three poor sisters by secretly dropping a bag of
gold down their chimney. The legend says that
the gold ended up in a stocking that had been
hung to dry by the hearth, a tale that many see as
the origin of our Christmas-stocking tradition. In
some countries children still leave out their shoes
on St Nicholas’ Day hoping to find sweets and
small gifts inside.

Come and celebrate the story with local
children who will be singing a specially written
song at St. Nicholas’ Church Kittisford on

Sunday 7™ December. More details about this
festival weekend can be found within this edition
of The Parish News.

I hope as Christmas draws near and 2025
draws to a close that you have much to look
forward to.

Let me be one of the first to wish you a
very merry Christmas and a wonderfully happy
New Year!

Revd Andy Barton

A Celebration of Christmas
at
Stawley Church

Tuesday 16™ December
7.00pm

+ +

+ +

All are welcome to join the Village
Festival Choir, led by John Young, in
singing some favourite Christmas car-
ols and sharing readings to celebrate
Christmas and the arrival of winter.

Followed by mulled wine and
mince pies.

Artists always Wanted! Do you have a painting or
photograph which could be used as a cover design
for the Parish News? Seasonal and local images are
particularly welcome. Please send hi-res images
(300dpi) to Avril at AvrilSilk@aol.com Portrait
format is ideal if possible.

Front cover - A double rainbow over Appley -
photograph by Rachel Oliver.
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Come and Sing at Kittisford
on Sunday 7™ December

If you have seen “The Choral” at the cinema re-
cently you might recall how the choir master des-
paired at his newly formed choir singing so hesi-
tantly. He then heard them belting out the Nation-
al Anthem and urged them to sing out loud in the
same way. The result was a jubilant performance
that left both the choir and audience on a resound-
ing and unforgettable high.

During our St Nicholas Patronal Festival at
Kittisford, we are excited to welcome Alexander
Douglas to run a singing workshop in Kittisford
House Barn starting at 12 noon (exactly) on Sun-
day 7™ December. He is a very talented and expe-
rienced choral director who has frequently di-
rected choirs on Songs of Praise on TV. So, if you
can sing “Auld Lang Syne” at New Year or “Land
of Hope and Glory” at a rugby match, you can
sing.

Sing, sing, sing!

We would love as many people as possible to join
us for this workshop as it will be fun and an op-
portunity to learn some music, specially written
by Alexander for Choral Evensong. The music
has been written with community singing in mind
so that it is simple to learn and sing. Bute Voices,
who are singing the Anthem in the service later in
the day, will also be singing in the workshop to
support the community singing. So, no need to be
afraid of singing out of tune or turn.

The workshop will end at 2.00 pm and
participants can then enjoy their own packed
lunch in the barn before walking down to the
church to sing in our Festival Choral Evensong at
3.30 pm. It promises to be an exceptional service
as we will also enjoy a specially written psalm
sung by the choir from Rockwell Green Primary
School and an anthem sung by Bute Voices from
Cardiff.

After the service, everyone is invited back
to Kittisford House Barn for jacket potatoes and
apple crumble. As parking in Kittisford is limited,
we are encouraging parking at Kittisford House
Barn. Please bring suitable footwear for the walk
along the footpath to the Church.

We very much hope to see you at 12 noon
on 7" December for a Big Sing at Kittisford
House Barn, followed by Choral Evensong in Kit-
tisford church at 3.30 pm.

Don’t forget to join us at St Nicholas Kittis-
ford at 6.00 pm on Saturday 6™ December for a
short concert given by Bute Voices in aid of
“Music in Schools”.

Annie Musgrove, Churchwarden

Ashbrittle Harvest Supper

As we live in a rural farming community I always
think it is most appropriate to celebrate ‘harvest’
at this time of year.

Last month over forty of us gathered at
Ashbrittle village hall where we enjoyed a lovely
supper of mainly local and homemade produce. A
big thank you to all those involved with prepara-
tion and serving.

A long standing custom of singing after
supper was duly continued, lead this year by Lucy
Williams. A number of traditional and contempo-
rary songs were sung; all good fun.

The evening finished with a raffle and from
the proceeds £100 was donated to the Macmillan
Cancer charity.

Many thanks to all who attended and helped
make it such an enjoyable evening.

Jon Dawes, Chair, Village Hall Committee

R Bathealton
e Village Hall

A POP UP CAFE

A friendly warm space: time to catch up with
old friends or meet new ones.

The next ‘Pop - Ups’ will be on:
Monday 1st December

Main course : Homemade: Moroccan Lamb
Tagine or vegetarian Tagine with
Moroccan Rice

Sweet: Homemade: Mince Pies with
Cinnamon Cream

and Monday 5" January 2026

Main course : Homemade: Game Pie or
Cheese and onion pie with mash potatoes.

Sweet: Homemade: Trio of Cakes

Unlimited Cafetiere of Coffee or a selection
of teas - all for £9.00 each day.

You can reserve a place by calling Del on
07980 994082 or just pop in.
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- Patronal Festival
Kittisford, TA21 0SA
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Saturday 6th December, 6-7pm
Choral Concert by Bute Voices

Sunday 7th December, 12-2pm

Singing Workshop for Evensong
Beginners welcome (book your place)

Sunday 7th December, 3.30-4.30pm
Evensong (followed by hot food & drinks)

Children, bring a spare shoe for a St Nicholas treaE!) 1
J b

CHORAL
EVENSONG

More info: musy@cantab.net




Deer... at Christmas

It’s that time of year again — Christmas and so on
and actually as I write this it does indeed feel very
‘Christmassy’ - here in Tracebridge we have a
thick frost still on the ground. To be honest, I re-
fer to this as the Tracebridge Permafrost as the
sun, at this time of year, disappears behind the hill
not to be seen until about February! The article
isn’t about the Tracebridge Icesheet but actually
about deer and Christmas obviously.

Naturally we think about Reindeer at this
time of year as they are the sleigh pulling outfit
employed by Father Christmas to circumnavigate
the globe in a different time dimension depositing
presents and gifts on all those who deserve them
(and probably some who don’t). The first mention
of reindeer employed in this fashion was an 1823
poem — Night Before Christmas.

Anyhow, someone asked me if the reindeer
were male or female? If the Reindeer team were
real non-magical reindeer then probably they’d be
females — the male reindeer shedding antlers in
Autumn after mating. Females also shed their ant-
lers but only after they’ve given birth in the
spring. Logic would dictate therefore than the
team are ladies. However, to avoid any protest
marches through the local lanes, 1 suspect the
sleigh pulling lot are a mix with Rudolph at the
front!

What marvellous animals

Reindeer are pretty marvellous animals generally
though. They are excellent swimmers, can deal
with ridiculously cold temperatures and have been
munching their way around Northern climes for 2
- 3.5 million years. Their eyes change colour from
gold in the summer to blue in the winter to enable
them to see better in the colder months.

Rangifer tarandus (to use their Latin name)
live in Eurasia and Norther America (where they
are known as Caribou). Reindeer form a central
part of the culture of the Saami people of North-
ern Europe. The Saami are one of the oldest cul-
tures in Europe and much of European folklore
regarding deer generally is said to originate from
the far North.

Reindeer haven’t been in the UK for about
8500 years but there is a small herd in Scotland
should you wish to go and see a decent bunch of
them. They feature extensively in cave paintings
through the UK and Europe however. Fossils have
been found as far south as Spain and date back to
the last ice age. Here in Tracebridge it is easy to
imagine it being cold enough for them to be graz-
ing outside!

There are some amazing folk traditions with
regard to reindeer. The Saami believe a white

reindeer created the world for example. White
stags of various species have been highly valued
by many cultures — the White Hart is a feature of
Arthurian legend and regularly pops up in Celtic
mythology.

One of my favourite legends is the Saami
myth that has the Deer Mother ‘Beaivi’ flying in
the night sky during the Winter Solstice to search
for and carry back the sun to end the dark months
of winter. (Personally I’d rather Beaivi got a move
on and arrived in the next few weeks)

Another relatively unknown legend is that
of a Celtic goddess of Winter — the Cailleach. She
was renowned for herding deer during the winter
months and protecting them from hunters (which
could be a bit of a challenge for me if she was
armed!).

The legend has it that she is the bringer of
frosts and snows. Once upon a time a crazed
bunch of warriors in the far north of Scotland de-
cided to confront Cailleach and drive her away
hopefully then letting the sun and warmth back
into the land. Sadly for them, Cailleach recruited
some stags, cast a magic spell on them and togeth-
er they disappeared into the snowy forests carry-
ing with them the seeds of life. In due course the
warriors gave up the search. Cailleach eventually
became tired and settled on the top of a mountain.
Once the land was rested she encouraged streams
to flow and her stags pawed the earth to let the
seeds of life grow and bring new life to the world.
All the warriors had to do, clearly, was show a bit
of patience and take it easy during the winter. Hey
ho.

Anyway, as you can probably tell, deer have
been involved in our prehistory mythology for
eons and even today in our uber modern world,
we still have and embrace plenty of reindeer
themed images at this time of year. Let’s hope this
tradition continues. Perhaps Rudolph needs to get
him and his team a TikTok or Snapchat account
and bring their antics up to date.

Have a lovely and peaceful Christmas and if
you’re out early one morning in the frost keep an
eye out for Cailleach and her white stags.

Cheers to you all.

Antony Weeks

News from the Parish News

Donations this month received from:

David Pearce
Many thanks for your kind donations. Donations
may be left at Stawley Shop or sent directly to the
Treasurer. Details inside back cover.

Andrew Millard, Treasurer
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A warm welcome awails you al

The Globe Inn this Winter

Sit back, relax and let us take care of the cooking this festive
season and enjoy our special set Christmas menu, available |,
from 3rd - 24th December (pre-booking essential).

2 courses for £29.95 or 3 courses for £34.95

Cosy up in fronl of our roaring Ares and enjoy our weckly-changing sclection of
seasonal guest ales, along with delicions home-rearcd Appley pork and beel
and locally sourced meals from Tim Poller.

CHRISTMAS ARTISAN MARKET
Wednesday 17" December 12-5pm

CRAB A LAST MINUTE GIFT OR BARGAIN STOCKING FILLER AT
THEGLOBE INN5PORP-LIP FESTIVE CRAET FAIR.

Open
Wednesday to Saturday 12 noon - 1lpm

Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Food
Served from 12 noon - 2pm & 6pm - 9pm
CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS
Tuesday 253rd December & Christmas Eve 12 noon - Mpm
Christmas Day 12 noon - 2pm (drinks only)
Boxing Day CLOSED
Saturday 27th December 12 noon - 1pm
Sunday 28th December 12 noon - 4pm
Monday 29th December CLOSED
Tuesday 30th December 12 noon - Mpm

Mew Year's Eve 12pm til late
Thursday 1st - Saturday 3rd January 12 noon- 1prm
Sunday 4th January 12 noon - 4pm
Monday 5th - Thursday 8th January CLOSED %

Open as wusual frormn Friday 9th January 12 noon - Npm

@ Applay. Stawley, Wellingtan, Somerset, TAZ1 OH]
B 01823 673147

FL stuartdurstonghotmall couk
f The Clobe INN Appley




Mistletoe: a festive icon
and botanical enigma

) When mentioned,
.f} the first thing
N W brought to mind
is the sight of the
apple-green sprig
of European Mis-
W Y tletoe  (Viscum
, \ album) adorned
4 Y, with its ‘snow-
blob’ berries, tra-
ditionally  sus-
pended over doorways and entrances at Christ-
mas, inviting a ‘lucky’ seasonal kiss from guests
who arrive for the festivities. It’s certainly associ-
ated with mid-winter celebrations and festivities,
little bunches bought from traders vending from
great swags in the market or harvested yourself, if
you’re lucky enough to have some growing in an
apple tree, Hawthorn or Poplar.

This strange, hemi-parasitic plant which
adorns certain trees in our landscape has long puz-
zled and perplexed people. It has an oddly ghoul-
ish way of growing, seemingly within a tree, then
bursting out through the bark with odd fleshy
stems and waxy pairs of narrow spatulate leaves.
Unlike many parasites, it produces chlorophyll
and can photosynthesize but still extracts fluid and
minerals from the host plant. It can produce a cer-
tain level of stunting in some hosts and the extra
mass and wind resistance produced can cause
breakages and lifespan limitation.

Mythic reputation

It is quite possible that this strangeness and other-
worldliness has given the plant its mythic reputa-
tion and the countless legends and mystical asso-
ciations that have attached to it over the millennia
across numerous traditions. There are in fact
around one thousand, three hundred different spe-
cies of Mistletoe worldwide, each one showing
special and unique adaptations for climatic condi-
tions, host and habitat, whether it is Australia,
Asia, or North America, with native cultures de-
veloping their own specific legends, medicine and
magic around it.

Much importance is attached to Mistletoe in
the Druidic tradition and the cutting of it from
Oaks with golden sickles - the Oak is, in fact, very
rarely a host and only a dozen or so confirmed
trees are known in the UK with Malus (Apple or
Crab Apple), Crataegus (Hawthorn), Populus
(Poplar) and Tilia (Lime) being the preferred
hosts. Maybe it was the rarity within Oaks (also
sacred within Druidic traditions) that gave its ap-
pearance there the ritual significance accredited to
it. Within the European pre-Christian cultures,
mistletoe berries were symbolic of male fertility

and abundance. From Norse mythology came the
ideas of its connections with death and re-birth,
also the idea of kissing under a sprig as an act of
goodwill and reconciliation. A similar idea came
from the Romans who hung it over their doorways
for protection and as an offering of love and
peace. The Victorian era brought about the revival
of many things (including the reinvention of the
druidic ‘tradition’) and this included their near
obsession with mistletoe and Christmas, making it
an essential part of the seasonal decoration, thus
further merging pre-Christian winter solstice fes-
tivities with those of the celebrations for the birth
of the Christ-child.

The life-cycle of Mistletoe is closely
wrapped up with the feeding habits of certain
birds such as the ‘Mistle Thrush’ (Turdus viscivo-
rus) also known as ‘Stormcock’ and other mem-
bers of the thrush family, particularly winter visi-
tors such as Redwings and Fieldfares which vora-
ciously seek fruit from Rowans, Hawthorns, Holly
and Mistletoe. The sticky, mucous jelly within the
berry protects the seed as it passes through their
digestive tract but also often the berry-material
just sticks to the beak with the seed attached and
in attempts to wipe it off on rough bark, the seed
adheres. So whether the seed was wiped or
pooped on to the tree, the seed hopefully germi-
nates and forms a specialized form of root called a
haustorium which can penetrate the bark and start
extraction of nutrition from the host and penetrate
and spread throughout. The flowers are small and
inconspicuous, of a pinkish white colour, pollinat-
ed by insects and bees which result in numerous
berries, technically ‘drupes’ often in pairs. The
berries are toxic, containing a complex mix of
chemicals and substances though there is a lot of
interest and research into these compounds in
medical science with many potential uses in treat-
ment of epilepsy, hypertension and cancer.

So as you pause below the mistletoe this
Christmas to pucker-up, cast a thought for the his-
tory and diverse cultural significance of this
strange and iconic plant and the good luck, good
wishes and protection it has symbolized for those
that have paused beneath the magic sprig before
you and with a kiss, pass it on.

John and Julie Ridgley

Village Oil Group
The next oil delivery is due on
Wednesday 10th December
and 11th February 2026
To place an order, please email:-
Jjudy.milne@btinternet.com or contact
Judy or Michael Milne on 01823 672205 by the
Monday before the Wednesday delivery
New members always welcome




CHRISTMAS TREE
+LIGHT SWITCH-ON +

Join us for a magical evening to start the Christmas season!

Friday 5th December 2025 e
(Y 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM :
Q@ Ashbrittle Village Green

Enjoy:
ﬂ Traditional Christmas Carols
? Mulled Wine and Mince Pies

AN Christmas Jumpers
welcome!

LIGHTS SWITCH-ON .
+ AT 7200 PM! +

Bring your family, friends, and festive spirit —
let’s make this Christmas bright together!




o, W vy T TR o s PO e T v R TR s TR s
0l ) e .

LY LY ¥ LS L LY
el el T |

€07 k9 mﬁ%&

A fabulous evening

!

£12 - Eu'ing your own drinks
Please book on 07980 994082

G AW

%///- CARDEN & RURAL

SERVICES

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

LAWNS - HEDGES -

BORDERS

CONTACT ALEX ON:
07854680335
HELLO@AWGARS.CO.UK

AWGARS, CO, UK

(menf and vegdetarian npiinus]
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of delicious curries == ¢
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Snlurdau 0 Decomber 2025 at ?pm
Bathealton Village Hall TA4 2AN

STAWLEY MILL

JOIN US FOR d%j
BOOKS & BISCUITS e

COFFEE & CAKE

1ST & 3RD WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
3RD & 17TH DECEMBER
7TH & 21ST JANUARY
10AM—12.30PM

IN AID OF CHURCH RESTORATION FUND




THE WINTEK EXHIBlTION

CKEENWAYS STUDIOS
ASHBRITTLE . TA21 OLE

DeCEMBER. 2025

FRIDAY STH SPM - 8PM
SATURDAY 6TH IOAM - 4PM
SUNDAY 7TH I0AM - 4PM

LOUISE BAKER. . TIM HAYWANRD
PAUL LEYLAND . BARBARA ROLL

www.greenwaysstudios.com
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Quaker Meeting for Worship

Spiceland Quaker Meeting Uffculme
EX15 3AZ
We Meet for Worship at Spiceland
every Sunday at 10.30am till 11.30am
also available on Zoom -
Meeting ID:865 5570 2735 Passcode:

498173
All are very welcome.
Ukrainian Quaker Shchedryk
Christmas Carol
Shchedryk, shchedryk, shchedrivochka,

Kearepw: Opy3i YepaiHm

{}ual-:_e_ra; Friends of Likraine

Swallow flies from Kyiv skies.
Heavenly bird
Chirps to the world:
Mark birth of Christ.
Walk in the light
With lambs and birds,
Flock of George Fox.
Silence embrace,
Worship and praise.
Quakerly spirit
Inwardly peer it.

Vocally witness
Truth, love and peace.
My land in flame,
Pray for Ukraine.
Christ, save the Earth,
Stop all the wars.
Bring in New Year
Hope and not fear.
Thank you! Yours simple
Lambs, birds, and peoples.

Welcome Packs

Since the demise of the Rural Community Initia-
tive I have not been made aware of all newcomers
to the area, so many may not have received a
Welcome pack.

If you have moved here in the last year or
two and would like a Welcome pack they are now
available from the Stawley Village shop free of
charge.

Mike Parkinson
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From the Parish News

Many thanks to all our contributors and advertis-
ers who have helped create another year of the
‘Parish News’, and of course, those of you who
have so generously donated to the fund.

We have been delighted to carry advertise-
ments and reports for the many events held in our
parishes during the year. Another very busy year
with lots going on.

Local talent

We have also been able to feature some superb
paintings and photographs on the front cover of
the magazine - a real demonstration of local tal-
ent. Keep them coming please! We hope that you
have enjoyed the enhanced colour reproduction,
afforded by some very generous donations.

Also, many thanks to our willing band of
helpers, led by Pat Sweet, who have distributed
the magazine directly and promptly to each and
every household each month.

The distribution team:

Ashbrittle and Tracebridge Andrew and Liz
Burt, Gail Britton, Pip Wilson and Michael Fair-
fax

Bathealton Nerys Gibb, Fiona McVicar, Jessica
Bunn, Sara Bloxham, Fiona Holmes, Jo Forrester,
Michael Tarr and Janet Sharland.

Greenham Lin Colebrooke.

Kittisford Penny Stanbury; John and Christine
Brinkman.

Stawley Pat Sweet, Mike Parkinson and the Vil-
lage Shop.

Wiveliscombe and Wellington Sue Webber;
Martin and Sally Perry

We also send the magazine by email, in a PDF
format, to a number of people outside of our im-
mediate area. If you know of anyone else who
would like to receive a regular copy in that way,
please contact us at ashparishnews@gmail.com

The magazine is also available on the
Stawley website www.stash.org.uk

Finally, we would like to say a special
thank you to Matt Venn of Sharper Print who has
always been most helpful and has provided us
with a first class service.

Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Avril Silk, Maurice Stanbury
and Andrew Millard


http://www.stawleypc.org
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CHRISTMAS
PARTY

£5 PER CHILD, UNDER 1S FREE

: 2th December ~ Appley Pavilion ~ 4.00-60
TA210HH
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Children must be accompanied by on adult,
proceeds to Swollows and Stawley Preschool

ALL PROCEEDPS TO STAWLEY PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISERS

LAMBING:
EINGO!

BINGO WITH A TWIST!

BUY YOUR BINGO CARDS FROM PRESCHOOL OR FROM
STAWULEY SHOP FROM DECEMBER 12TH,
JOIN THE WHATSAPP GROUP AND MARK OFF THE
NUMBER OF EACH EWE THAT LAmBS!

FULL INSTRUCTIONS WITH PURCHASE OF
BINGO CARD.

LAMBING STARTS JAN ‘26
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The Greenham Dairy Maids

Twice a month, ever since the on-line writing
workshops I ran during the Covid lockdowns, a
small group has continued to meet in Greenham. I
choose varied writing prompts to stretch and de-
light my amazing, creative students. One particu-
lar prompt has had unexpected and far-reaching
effects.

It began decades ago. I was half the age I
am now. In Paris. From the relative calm of my
seventies, I still remember the wild emotions of
my thirties. That might explain my passionate re-
sponse to the unknown (to me) French/American
artist whose retrospective was on at the Pompidou
Centre — then a new, exciting creative complex
famous for its distinctive Brutalist/inside-out ar-
chitecture. The building was amazing — then I
went inside, and the amazement just grew and
grew. | saw art which is as fresh in my memory
now as it seemed then. I wept, laughed out loud
and wept again at Niki de Saint Phalle’s bold,
brave, feminist and feminine art.

Her letters, strewn with tiny pictures and
wordplay, were beguiling. Collages of children’s
plastic toys disturbed me, as did her angry assem-
blages, Tirs, where bags of paint were shot with
rifles. By contrast, large, voluptuous Nanas
danced around the galleries, uncompromisingly
colourful and full of the joy that was hard fought
for — Niki de Saint Phalle’s childhood was abusive
and violent.

One of the Nanas, Hon, the Cathedral, was
the size of a building — once inside you visited a
milk bar, cinema and planetarium. I remember
there were queues of visitors.

I particularly enjoyed the Skinnies, which
cast wonderful shadows.

A year passed, and the brightness had gone
out of my life. I heard that the London gallery,
Gimpel Fils, was exhibiting Niki’s work. It was
time for an infusion of joy.

I am so glad I went. That’s when I heard
about the Tarot Garden in Tuscany, mainly the
work of Niki de Saint Phalle and Jean Tinguely. |
was learning about the Tarot cards, and the sheer
audacity of the concept caught me, and has never
let me go. The buildings I saw in Niki’s hand-
drawn book, bedecked with mirror, vibrant and
eccentric, dazzled me. I longed to go, and regret
that it has never happened.

I marvelled that two such different artists
could work together and still remain true to them-
selves. As lovers and artists, they fascinated me.

Forty years passed. I was looking for
prompts for our creative writing group, and found
my precious book about the Tarot Garden. It af-
fected one student, Freda, profoundly, as it had
me. She started to write a semi-autobiographical
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novel. Her main character, Sig, discovers Niki de
Saint Phalle’s work, and plans her own Tarot gar-
den.

Not all the group liked the art — one de-
scribed it as ‘a nightmare in a kindergarten.” But
Freda was truly captivated, and did masses of re-
search and planning. One Christmas she surprised
me with a wonderful present — Niki’s fragrance,
the ‘ultimate dark-green witchy chypre’ in a dis-
tinctive blue glass bottle. I treasure it.

WHEN WILD WORDY FLOW. 7TORIEY GROW
REMEMBERING FREDA

THE GREENHAM DAIRY MAlD>

I wish I could say Freda finished her clever, funny,
wise novel, but I can’t. She died just over a year
ago, and is much missed. As her friends continued
producing their own inspired writing, the idea
came to us of creating a book in her memory, in-
cluding extracts from her unfinished novel. Last
week I sent the text and artwork to the printer, in
good time for Christmas. In December we will
have a party, to celebrate Freda’s life and our
book, packed with stories, poems and illustrations.
The cover image is by Janet Morris.

Now something amazing. There is an exhi-
bition of work by Niki de Saint Phalle and Jean
Tinguely here in Somerset at the Hauser and Wirth
gallery in Bruton until February 2026. 1 was there
a few weeks ago, with Freda’s friends and her
daughter, Tanya. It felt like a pilgrimage to me.
My memories resonated so deeply, connecting the
past with the present. I wish Freda could have
been there to dance with the Nanas.

Avril Silk


https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-e&sca_esv=0cb097f5cf89beeb&q=Brutalist&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi-i6CHx9uQAxV0U0EAHSreKtcQxccNegQIKBAC&mstk=AUtExfC26mADYhXkd9sIUOOCurIPFEkq6lUqVbGFf04tVrpnKKYazdUZXBL9A24MOo53M3v86ZAvGdvGFpmqTNrfnmiT7aqCOLFdIer-Rhb4JgT9n
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Raising money for a new Union Flag Bathealton Yillage Hall
for Bathealion Chuarch

Mulled Wine and Mince Pies
TA1 2AN

Adulis £5 Children £2
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4k Come and Sing Carols and listen to the

Christmas Story
; Join us at St Nicholas Kittisford
for a children’s Ohristimas
Celebration at
4 4 pm on Christimas Eve
before Father Christmas has
3 the busiest vight of his vear
4 Everyove welcome
Refreshments after this short,

jolly, candlelit service
Contact Annie Musarove 01022672627
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Community Radio for the
10Parishes and Beyond

10Radip

Broadcasting 24 hours a day
on FM radio and the Internet.
For the people by the people.

Contact The Presenter Live :

Email : studio@10radio.org Text : 07786202240
Message the Presenter via 10radio.org
or via the 10Radio App

Emergency WhatsApp Group

This time last year Stawley Parish Council tried to
set up a WhatsApp group that would only be ac-
tive to disseminate information of use to the com-
munity in times of crisis. The response was, to
say the least, disappointing with only three people
wishing to join. Today (the 6™ November) the
road in Greenham is blocked. After speaking di-
rectly with the “man in the hole” we have deter-
mined that the road might be open in time for the
school run this afternoon but may be closed again
tomorrow. We have disseminated this infor-
mation to a few by other WhatsApp groups in
Greenham and Stawley but how much better it
would be to have a larger group.

So, we will try again!
It is intended to have a WhatsApp Group:
o To allow Stawley Parish Council to rapidly

disseminate information on matters such as

road diversions, power or water outages.

. To allow all members to share information
about an event which has just occurred and
that could affect parishioners such as a road
blockage.

The Group is not intended to become a chat line

or a forum for advertising things such as fetes,

events in the Pavilion or churches.
Details of the members of the Group will be
kept on a list held by the Clerk to the Council. If
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you would like to join this group, please e-mail
the following to the Clerk so that the Group can
be set up:

o Name

o Mobile phone number

o First line of address
[ ]

Postcode
Paul Musgrove, Clerk

Rainfall Statistics (inches)

for October 2025
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
6.06 4 .88 5.79 5.79 3.86

It may not have felt like it but October 2025 has
been the driest for some years. In October 2018,
2.89 inches of rain fell. As for annual figures, at
the end of October 2025 we have received just
50% of the 2024 rainfall. We are still on track to
break the 2010 total of 30 inches of rain which
would make this year the driest in more than a
decade.
When you read this it will be already time
to wish everyone a Merry Christmas! Have a
lovely time!
Val Coots

Spinning and
Woolcraft
Group

A twice-monthly get-together at a member’s
house for textile crafting, chat and a cuppa

Perhaps you would like to learn to spin with us?
Or bring along your knitting, crochet or other
needlework project

All welcome

If you would like to join us, please contact me
and I will add you to the mailing list.

Next Sessions
Tuesdays: 2nd and 16th December
6th and 20th January 2026
at 2.30pm

Contact Pauline on 01823 672222 or
email pjw200355@gmail.com




Stawley Community :@/\
Village Shop L & | ;
& Tea Room o 4

Opening hours

Week day opening 8.00am to 5.00pm Christmas Opening Hours
except:
th
Wednesday 8.00am to 1.00pm \é\(\i?sr;enfggy[) i;l CLD(;a; Egboo-m.oo
Boxing Day CLOSED
Saturday 8.00am to 12.00pm Saturday Y7 Dec until Wednesday 31st
Sunday 9.00am to 11.00am Dec 9.00am-11.00am

New Years Day CLOSED

The Tea Room will close 30 minutes before shop closure

The Post Office is here every Thursday 11.30am to 1.30pm
Contact us on 01823 674361 or shop@stawleyshop.com

Season’s Greetings to All from everyone
[Ex at Stawley Village Community Shop ﬁx.

& &

We have a new line of soups selling from our chiller. These
are made by our wonderful baker and are delicious, they are made with organic veg and
help us to continue to provide the fruit and veg in the shop, as they use up any surplus.

We stock envelopes, padded and standard design, Sellotape and parcel tape for all that
last minute packaging, 1°* and 2" class stamps and of course the Post Office will be with
us on Thursday 18™ December.

We will have new gift items for sale as well as Christmas chocs, Mince pies,
Baileys Brownies and Cranberry and Orange Loaf Cake! AND keep your eyes peeled for
the Four Parishes Christmas Hamper, from five local food producers.

Look forward to seeing you soon at Stawley Community Shop and Tea Room

Return to normal hours from Friday 2" January
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Country Matters

Bring joy to the world

Christmas, it’s the most wonderful time of the
year for many of us. It is a season with its own
songs, traditions and folklore; full of family,
friends, festive foods, presents and decorations. It
can also be a season of excess. The type of excess
that changes pleasure to regret: overindulging in
treats, buying more than we want or need, packing
our schedules until we are overwhelmed with the
festivities. Such excess is often accompanied by
the waste of the season: wrapping paper, cards,
packaging, electricity, uneaten food, damaged
decorations.

Sometimes this excess occurs because we
are too tired or overexcited to check in with our-
selves in the moment; it can be a hectic season
after all. Sometimes it’s because we feel obligated
to fulfil seasonal traditions or we follow them un-
thinkingly.

This year we invite you to maximise joy by
eliminating something you would usually buy or
do because “it’s what we do at Christmas” rather
than because it brings you fulfilment. A “less is
more” philosophy. Seeking joy in this way is a
great approach to saving yourself money, time and
energy with the added benefit of reducing the im-
pact of our Christmas celebrations on society and
the natural environment. Depending on your
choice you could reduce things like energy use,
food waste, rubbish and pollution.

Impact on the environment

There are myriad ways to add joy by removing
excess. Maybe your family adopts the tradition of
exchanging presents in gift bags that you plan to
re-use every year, thus eliminating the purchasing
and discarding of gift paper. Maybe you skip the
difficult task of hanging outdoor Christmas lights,
reducing energy use and light pollution. You
could send e-cards instead of paper cards or buy
some things used instead of new. Your friend
group could agree to share a meal instead of get-
ting each other presents. Perhaps you don’t buy
Christmas pudding or mince pies if your family
doesn’t enjoy them. However, if you do enjoy
hanging Christmas lights or unwrapping presents,
prefer paper cards or new items, love Christmas
pudding or want to exchange presents with friends
then you would choose something else.

Here are the rules if you want to join us.
Don’t overthink it, it’s not something you have to
stick with forever. Do consider and consult friends
and family. Don’t fall into the guilt/shame trap of
eliminating something because you think it’s good
for humanity or “the right thing to do”. This is
not meant to be a sacrifice for the “greater good”.
When you choose let the benefits to society and
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the environment be a happy by-product. Despite
what we are often told sacrifice is not always re-
quired to make the world a better place. The
“right” choice will be something that at most
brings you extra happiness and at the least elimi-
nates something you never miss.

Every person is different so this is quite a
personal decision. Have a think. What will you
choose?

Alésha Naranjit and Frazer Higgins

Lunch Club

In October we tackled a fiendish science quiz
compiled by Pauline Wood. Much discussion,
some scratching of heads and a fair share of
laughter ensued as we organised ourselves into
teams and turned our minds to the questions. Af-
ter thirty minutes or so we were called to order
and one team was victorious with bags of jelly
babies to prove it, all generously shared. Thank
you Pauline.

We then settled down to yet another gener-
ous Jackie White meal.

Our Christmas lunch will be on Thursday
18th December, starting at 12.00 noon ( sharp)!
Not only will there be a traditional meal with all
the trimmings, but also members of the Village
Festival Choir will be present with John Young
and local talented friends. I have been assured
that this will be 'a Christmas Cracker mix of pan-
to, poetry and popular songs and will be 'a crack-
ing good starter to our Christmas dinner'. Clearly
not to be missed.

If you would like to be included, please let
me know by Monday 15th December, as numbers
may be limited. My contact details are: telephone
01823 672203 or email harlingdelia@gmail.com.

Advance Notice for 2026
Our January lunch club will be on Thursday 29th
January. Details of the speaker will be circulated
later

Delia Harling.

Coffee, Cake
- and Chat
)

Ashbrittle Village Hall

Saturday 20th December
10.00 - 12.00 noon

Unlimited Coffee and Delicious Home Baked
Cakes available, for just £5.00.



http://gmail.com

Ashbrittle Art and Craft Group

We are giving it another go!

We hold a monthly get-together as a self-directed
group to do whatever ‘arty’ or ‘crafty’ project ORCHARD MYOFASCIAL

takes your fanc
Y Y Do you suffer from chronic pain, tension

_ . . . ' ?
Painting and Drawing - Mosaics - Textiles or restricted movement?

Crafts - etc. Myofascial Release offers a gentle yet powerful

Come and meet some local art and craft enthusi- way to return to a state of balance.
asts, see what’s going on and tell us about your ) )
favourite craft Through slow, sustained pressure, this treatment
works with the fascia - the body’s
We meet at a member’s house. Arrangements will ) connective tissue - )
be confirmed in advance, via a monthly reminder helping to restore natural alignment, and bring
email lasting ease back to your body.
Meetings will now be on the 2nd Thursday ) ) o
afternoon each month For more information visit:
11th December and 8th January 2026 www.orchardmyofascial.com
2.00 - 4.0 pm
If you are interested in joining us, contact me by
email below to be added to the mailing list: @

Pauline pjw200355@gmail.com

4

VILLAGE LUNCHCLUB 7R
ASHBRITTLE VILLAGE HALL $

Thursday 18th December ol
Noon start .

Traditional Christmas lunch cooked by Jackie White

&% A WONDERFUL START TO OUR CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

o __AChristmas Cracker mix of panto, poetry and popular song
' with John Young and the Village Festival Choir.

g Limited seats available : '
A@N BOOKING ESSENTIAL 4&
Delia Harling ~ 672203 ‘ -
harlingdelia@gmail.com J
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http://www.orchardmyofascial.com

Sale of Garden Sundries
and Equipment

Very unfortunately, the afternoon of the Sale of
Garden Sundries, in the Grounds of Stawley
Church, coincided with the most abysmal weather
imaginable - continuous torrential rain and strong
winds! This seriously impacted on the number of
punters attending, though the few who did venture
forth were very happy with their gardening bar-
gains! Thanks to those who did come and to Sue
Jacoby, Colin and Annette Haddrell, Kate Hol-
loway and Richard Woods who helped transport
vast amounts of stuff, setting up the stalls or man-
ning them.

The Sale of Equipment was more successful
and a number of the items listed in the Parish
News were sold to local people. Many thanks to
those involved.

As a result of the initiative, we are very
happy to be able to give cheques for £600 each to
Stawley Church Tower Fund and to the SCA.

Clive and Val Wall

A Night of Magic and — Torture

I am writing this the day after Wivey Cares’ Race
Night fundraiser, so forgive me if I still sound a
bit OTT! The presenter duo kept us on our toes
all night but if you’d thought it was just watching
horse racing videos, well, you would be wrong,
very wrong. Some willing, and I presume, a few
press-ganged, ‘volunteers’ participated in games
in between the races - from cross-dressing to be-
ing ‘fed’ marshmallows, and everything in be-
tween.

I have been under immense pressure not to
divulge details (let alone publish photos and vide-
os) in the Parish Magazine of those residents who
found themselves lined up in front of the audi-
ence. A veil of silence has been placed over
events and what happened at Wivey Rugby Club
must stay there. Suffice to say, the lucky observ-
ers had great fun watching the less fortunate vol-
unteers — to whom we owe great thanks for con-
tributing with grace to a memorable evening!! If
you follow Wivey Cares on Facebook you may
see some photos and videos.

With 2025 drawing to a close Wivey Cares
would like to thank everyone who made this our
best year ever by helping us with our activities, or
by donating. We could not continue without your
generous support. In October we started our sec-
ond weekly social group and warm winter space,
the Hub & Grub, which provides great company,
good food and fun. The Wivey Health Walks also
got off the ground and run on the same day as
Hub & Grub (Wednesdays, 10.30, Rugby Club),

so people can do a short walk, nothing too strenu-
ous, along the Wivey Recreation ground. After-
wards they can join the ‘cake’ experience and
even stay on for the full Hub & Grub programme.
None of these groups would have come to life
without your generous help!

Whilst I don’t have the final figure yet it
looks as if we have made around £600 from the
Race Night, the cost of six Memory Activity
Group sessions!

I shall bore you next year with the annual
performance figures - I am sure you are already
looking forward to it! Meanwhile, something
more pressing — from all of us at Wivey Cares.

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!

Val Coots, Trustee

Mobile Library
at Greenham Bridge
Next visits: 16th December

and 27th January
9.50 - 10.10 a.m.

Weekly, beginrning Monday 19" January, 7pm
Waoekly, beginning Thursciay 227 Jonuary, 12, 15pm

For mose ndo Gnd 1o Qe viet

ADVANCE NOTICE

January Lunch Club
Ashbrirttle Lillage Aall

Thursday, January 29th at noon. /2
Details to be confirmed. ((9‘
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Full Fibre Broadband
Free Connection using

UK Gigabit Voucher

Register interest Now
Fundinf Available

BASIC BROADBAND ULTRAFAST

40Mhp5 300Mbps

Symmetrical Service Symmetrical Service
£40 a Month £75 a Month
= No Connection Charge* = No Connection Charge*
= 40Mbps Download = 300Mbps Download
*  40Mbps Upload = 300Mbps Upload
*  Unlimited Usage = Unlimited Usage
= 12 Month Contract = 12 Month Contract

*  Wireless Router = Wireless Router
= Optional Phone Service = Optional Phone Service

Inc VAT [*with Voucher) I VAT [*with Voucher)
-
D
Find out more &sign-up online
L 1“-"-..-
info@technolegical.co.uk
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Waterrow Village Hall

Diary Dates 2026 - Waterrow Village Hall

Friday February 6th 6.30 Quiz night

Teams of up to 6 with meal & desserts served, book tables early to guarantee your place.

Saturday March 28th 7.30 Film night

An enjoyable film with meal & desserts served - always a popular event.

Saturday July 18th 12.30 BBQ

Wide range of food and good company available

Sat Nov 14th 6.30 Film night

An enjoyable film with meal & desserts served - always a popular event.

You can get details of all events from Liz Kilbride: Tel - 01984 623431
email = liz@kilbride.org or visit St Andrews all ages café on a Thursday morning.
Full details of all events can be found in local magazines and local Facebook




GUA Waterrow Village Hall

)

TIE Quiz Night
Friday February the 6th 2026 6.30 pm

Waterrow Village Hall, Waterrow - TA4 2AX
Quiz Teams - maximum of 6

The meal is Chilli, {’acket potato and salad with
vegetarian option available. Followed as always by the
excellent homemade dessert selections. Meal will be
served at 6.30 pm. Please bring your own drinks.

To reserve your table please either email Liz using
liz@kilbride.org.uk with your name and team size or
you can phone her on 01984 623431

Priced at only £12.00 for adults £6.00 under 12s

We look forward to seeing you there!
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Wivey Link

Wivey Link is a local, community-run, accessible
transport service for people of any age

Our trained volunteer drivers take people to
health and medical appointments, as well as
soclal trips and shopping

*» Door to door transport service based in
Wiveliscombe

* Wheelchair friendly vehicles

» Fares are reasonable and bus pass holders
receive concessions

¢ We drive to all surrounding parishes including
Taunton and Wellington

¢ Our drivers are all volunteers - get in touch to
find out about volunteering with us

Booking Line
9.30am to 1pm Weekdays
01984 624 666
wiveylink@wiveliscombe.com

Supported by Wasliscombe Town Councll

KINGDOM =4 CUITARS

P A

Whether it’s a quick string replacement, a minor
adjustment to your action, or a simple tweak to
improve your guitar's tone, we approach every task
with the same dedication and care as a full
restoration.

For more information on our services and a free
quotation, feel free to contact us.

07724338853
patrick@kingdomguitars.uk
www.kingdomguitars.uk

& Bee Yourself

Beespoke Care and Support

at Home
A friendly, professional service, offering-
Home Help, Companionship, Meal Preparation,
Personal Care, Light Cleaning, Pet care,
Overnight Care — Sleeping or Waking
(Respite only)

Reading, Activities, Palliative and End of Life
Care.
Fully Insured, Enhanced DBS,
Micro Provider registered in Somerset.
Helping you to stay independent
in the comfort and safety of your own home.

Wellington and surrounding rural areas.
Please contact:

Charlotte Wakley on 07760 135980
or beeyourselfcare@outlook.com
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Jo Clarke rutiTEC IHBC APNT

Holistic Therapist with 30 years experience.
Massage, Myofascial Release, Aromatherapy
Vibrational Healing, Reiki Healing.

My focus is on the holistic approach to
health and healing, to look at each person as
a whole not just at the symptoms present.
My aim is to improve physical health and
mobility, whilst also facilitating deep heal-
ing on an emotional, mental and spiritual
level

[ look forward to welcoming you to my
beautiful therapy centre set in the peaceful
Somerset countryside,
near Stawley and Ashbrittle.

For Appointments: Call or WhatsApp/text
07929 378534 or
Email: shumwood.therapy @gmail.com
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W-ote Behaviour

o' Reward based methods
' Accredited Trainer

w 121 Sessions

¢ Group Classes

&) allforwoofs.co.uk
allforwoofs@gmail.com
&) 07749261772

The Bowen Technique

Kate Weeks cert ECBS MFHT MBTPA
Muscle and Fascia release.

A gentle, intelligent approach to treating a wide
range of muscular skeletal and systemic issues,
including;

Back pain, neck pain, shoulder problems, head-
aches/migraines, TMJ problems, bursitis, fasciit-
is, SPD, pelvic issues and infant colic to name
but a few.

Safe for all age groups and during pregnancy.
Bowen specialist with 20 years experience.

Clinics held at The Terrace, Taunton.
01823 338968/07721 462096
kateweeksbowen(@btinternet.com

. 2 AW

' l OLD MAN OAK &

THE OO ML TRACERNIDOE WELLINGTON SOMERIEY TA2 1 Ono
07753814553

SR S e
VENISON FOR SALE
MINCE, DICED, STEAKS, JOINTS
All naturally harvested!
Bespoke orders fulfilled too - Just call me o ask.
If you'd like to go on the Whatsapp group, please let me know. Ant.,

FURNITURE MAKER

Traditional fine woodwork.
Designed and crafted to commission.

07919 020886
hellogmichaelcooper studio



mailto:kateweeksbowen@btinternet.com

HOLYWELL ANTIQUES & LICENSED TEAROQMS

THE HOLLOWAY, HOLYWELL LAKE, WELLINGTON, TA21 0EJ
01823 976551/07710265605
OPEN THURSDAY - SATURDAY
AND THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
900-430

Ve are 2 small Andques Cenire wil 2 hensed Tearooms
200 2 have vely gaen o youo s8inand el
We welcome dogs e g o gae a0 e have  age ca park
We a do TakeAway TeaCoflee and Cates
Emal nickyiane2435@yhoo com

Cleaning and Home Help

One off or regular jobs
General cleaning
My cleaning products or yours
End of tenancy cleaning
Help with shopping
Dog walking

And much more

References
available

Call Sarah on
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Available to bire
Jor events - parties

weddings and more

- Neding somsone eapananced with & wide range of physical

mental and neuroogeal healh issues and sensory loss?

- Or &% things just siarting b seem more dificut fiese days?

Here is what | have to offer you:

Home: Sgrieg clezning, keaing and One off. Food Prep

Garden: Martenance Alotment, Cearance

Supporting your independence: tahing cas of pbs hat are

getting tncky or empowenng you 1o overcome e bamers yoursedl
Decluttering & sorting: senstvely supporing you 1 make your own choioss
Admin and Computer Work: crgansing and dealing with 2 whok

range of tashs or heling you make betier use of your compulsridenios
Emma Hurford

Living Well - Support, Home Help and Relief Care
indianamaish@hotmailcom 01823 672003




DEVANEY CONSTRUCTION
GREENHAM, WELLINGTON Qar'den
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY Maintenance
e« DOORS
FLOORS Jon Geary
«  KITCHENS Laurel House, Ashbrittle
« ROOFING 07790 762154

jon_geary@hotmail.co
« ROOF REPAIRS jon_geary@hotm m

e DECKING

« FENCING .
«  GARDEN STRUCTURES

« PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

PHONE: 07594 024232 or

EMAIL: Shanedevaney33@outlook.com

Kim White D.O.

Registered Osteopath

Freathingcott Farm, Holcombe Rogus,
Wellington TA21 ONG

For appointments please contact the practice on:

01823 672925
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Sympathetic repair and restoration of historic buildings

FHISTORIC BUILDING CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION SPECIALISTS
FTRADITIONAL LIME RENDERING, POINTING AND INTERIOR PLASTERING
# STONE CONSERVATION AND MASONRY REPAIRS
FACADE RESTORATION AND PAINT REMOVAL SYSTEMS
ROOFING AND LEADWORK
*TIMBER WINDOW REPAIRS
*TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY AND BESPOKE JOINERY
KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE OF WORKING ON ALL FORMS OF LISTED
BUILDINGS, INCLUDING ECCLESIASTICAL

d Our company is accredited by the guild of master
= Craftsmen, this means we will abide by their code
I of practice so you can be assured of the highest

i quality of workmanship at a reasonable price,
giving you complete peace of mind at all times.

www.thewessexconservationco.co.uk
info@thewessexconservationco.co.uk
George Hannon: 07727 177467

Will Stevens: 07815 464008

14 George Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8JA

Home Aerials
Blue SIL()(I 1‘ lowers
Tel: 01984 623232 AR T

..) \() \\ *;‘»

homeaerials@gmail.com A
All Types of Aerials and Satellite Beautiful flowers - grown locally and
sustainably

Digital Upgrade Specialists
Digital Boxes Supplied and Fitted Local gift bouquet delivery and

Wiveliscombe & Surrounding Areas flower subscriptions
Local, Reliable, Experienced Engineer (March — November)

Natural Farewell flowers

Contractors for Local Authorities Weddings and Events

and Housing Associations .
Flower workshops, demonstrations and talks

A Family Run Business Contact Jan on 07525948053 or for more
for over 39 years information or visit:
Please contact Lulu or Martin Milton ywww. blueshedflowers.co.uk
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PHILLIP HUMMEL PLUMBING & HEATING

All domestic plumbing work undertaken.

Oil Boiler service and installation. l—h\ /,_J
Oil Aga / Rayburn Service. ' |
Oil tank service and installation. \ /J
Bathroom design and installation. =~ /
Bathroom and Kitchen Tiling. L ' ;L//:]
Underfloor heating installation. \)
Unvented hot water cylinder installation. =

Insured and registered oil heating engineer with OFTEC.
Clean, tidy and polite; references are available if required.

For more information please contact

Registered Phillip Hummel

0Oil Heating Home Telephone number. 01823 652782
Busin Mobile telephone number. 07456668530
usiness Email philliphummelplumbing@gmail.com

H Tredwin & Son Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors
15 & 17 North Street, Wellington

Providing a proficient, personal and caring
service at all times.
Fifth generation independent family business
Private chapels of rest Pre-paid funeral plans
www. htredwinandson.co.uk
Contact Nick or Louise Tredwin: Telephone: 01823 672287
Mob: 07702 726264
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RACHEL GUNDRY

LETTER CARVING IN STONE Wanted

Headstones Commemorative
Poetry for the Garden = House signs

Sundials Foundation
stones

Carving in situ

Restoration/recarving

Design & Illustration

& 3

Visit local studio to see % o h l l

stone samples and dis- Rr -l U n f l
cuss any enquiry

rercning rwork. A ottage TOP PRICES PAID

SHOPS AVAILABLE

Standing hardwood: Oak, Ash,
Beech etc

rachelgundry@hotmail.co.uk

tel: 01984 624 897 Call Carl Westcott 07973564759
mobile: 07914 822 944 (weekdays)

 JASTEOLOGY

7 Tel: 01823 672000 Ltd

Household bin

full, give us a call!

We also supply:

Dumpy bag service —you fill, we collect!
Any amount and any grade of crushed concrete including delivery if required.
2,4,6,8 & 12 cu skips.
20 & 40 cu Roll On Roll Offs.
Grab hire available to collect your awkward waste.
Asbestos disposal available.

Wasteology Ltd is not limited to council schedules, our only schedule is yours!
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Anthony James

Dip ED., MB.LE, MB.LFD.

Funeral Director

A Dedicated Family Business
24 hours, 7 days a week

Caring Personal Service

Private Chapels of Rest
Golden Charter Pre Payment Funeral Plans

Telephone: 01984 624149 Taunton Funeral Service
55 Bridge Street

Broad Meadow View Taunton
West Road Golden Charter « TA11TP
Wiveliscombe - Tel: (01823)
A4 2TB www tauntonfuneralservice.com . ;zlaﬁ
tfstauntonwivey@aol.com »

; - A.J. WAYGOOD GB BUILDING

MIMTER é MAINTZLNANCE
DECORATOR || .

*Lime Plastering

Internal/External

FREE QUOTATIONS +Cob Repirs
ALL ASPECTS OF DECORATING
FRIENDLY & RELIABLE

*Lathe and Plaster

*Stonework

*Cut Roof, Green Oak etc.

Checkatrade.com T )

Where reputation matters

e 07552445388
ema - AWAYGOOD@HOTMAIL.COM
WEs  WWWWAYGOODDECORATING COM

Contact Gary Broom
Telephone 01823 283212
or Mobile 07776032289
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WIVEY
HARDWARE

10 WEST STREET
Tek: 01984 624268

Tools, Eleetical Goods, Paint & DIY,
Kitchenware, Cookware, Seeds, Compost,
Garden Accessories, Camping Equipment,

Wickerware and key cutting service

BURRQW <

Septic Tank Owners
register your interest
in a fully-funded upgrade

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local
river catchment we are operating a septic tank
replacement scheme using private funding.

We install wastewater treatment plants that
remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a
positive impact on the environment.

Register on our website today.

P

burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508

Vehicle repair and maintenance
services based in Wellington.

- Routine servicing, tyres and brakes

- MOTs and seasonal health checks

- Clutch and gearbox replacements

- Diagnostic reports and Auto electrics

Let us help to get your car SORTED!

Call us today on

07727 356728

infolasortedmotorservices.co.uk
sortedmotorservices.co.uk

Unit 38, Westpark, Wellington Somerset TA21 SAD

« We clean all windows inside and outside plus
sills & frames « Skylights, solar panelsetcand |

any type of roof » Regular and one off cleans @
JJK GUTTERING SERVICE

+We empty and clean all types of : | o TR

qutters, facias, soffits, conservatory -

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION

roofs etc and unblock downpipes ¥ "ol |,
07885451628 07877 670482

WWW.KEVSCLEANINGSERVICES.CO.UK
Email: kevscleaning@btinternet.com




Accommodation at
Kittisford Barton Farm

\\\(\L A /e
. \‘,

WIVELISCOMBE JOINERY LTD.
Quality Traditional Joinery

Contact Rob Hill
07845 756822

wiveliscombe.joinery@outlook.com

C hipstable l’.uisil Hall,

Waterrom

Stunning Village Hall for hire

in Waterrow

A superb venue available for parties, weddings,

funerals etc. can seat eighty in the hall with
additional outside space

Facilities include an excellent fully equipped
kitchen, large hall with a stage, meeting room
and plenty of outdoor seating potential

Part day from only £30.00, whole day
from just £90.00

For booking information or
further details,
please visit our website at
www.waterrow.org.uk
Orring Lizon - 01984 623431

A Kittisford Barton’.
(&) o

> V'l
%aL " Farm i

% ¢ A“\(o ¢ =

Organic Dexter Beef from
Kittisford Barton Farm

10kg Beef Box

e Q

£140

+
|

eserve your box pleose speak to

ohn - 07872 971328

kittistordbartonfarmeam
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FOR LOCAL
CARDS, PRINTS & =

-

3

PAINTINGS AT

Annie Musgrove

Meadow Farm
Greenham
TA210JW

www.anniemusgrove.co.uk
amusgrove@cantab.net

Willowbrook Nursery

and Garden Centre
Your local family-run Garden Centre
Well stocked garden shop
Café and Tea room Bow Aquatic Centre
Pet and Bird Supplies
Sheds B & M Camping

Situated on the A38 between Taunton and Wellington

Telephone: 01823 461324 *Open 7 days a week

www.willowbrooknurseryandgardencentre.co.uk

‘Winesolution” Wine shop

5 DAVID PEARCE .

MANUFACTURER & STOCKIST OF
BEE-KEEPING EQUIPMENT
Hives and Frames
Haddeo, Bathealton, Taunton TA4 2AG
Tel: 01984 623851

Janet Morris

Freelance Stylist
Gents, Ladies and Children

\Z

For an appointment or consultation please call:
07768648244
or email Janet Morris63@outlook.com

IN SAFE HANDS

Home and
Animal Sitting

ARABELLA STEVENS

!% 3 s
=

Combe St Nicholas, Chard, Somerset TAZ0 3NG
07926 174 332 « sastevens@;'gyclub.nel

DEVON FENCING

BY SRF TREE SPECIALISTS

ALL TYPES OF AGRICULTURAL
AND DOMESTIC FENCING

Call Sean on:
07774 218349
01823 672765
www.srftreespecialists.com

GREEN & CARTER
Water Engineers — Established 1774
Manufacturers of water powered hydraulic
RAM pumps

General water engineers Bore holes,

Water filtration and purification
Manufacturers of UV water purifiers

and chlorination plant
Telephone: 01823 672365 (24 hrs)
Fax: 01823 672950 Mobile: 07774 108884.

‘”-— FLUETOPIA
| HETAS Ql CHIMNEY SWEEP
SERVICES

Open Fires/Woodburning Stoves/AGAs
and Rayburns/Rain/Bird guards fitted

Paul Cronin Mob: 07980 743192

LOGS+TREE
SURGERY (/)
e dry, seasoned logs 9
e large or small quantities
e cut & split as required g
e tree care, felling & lopping
¢ plant & trailer hire
Carl Westcott
m: 07973 564759

SharperPrint

For all your printing needs
at very competitive prices

Call Matt on 07906 752190
for a quote
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Defibrillators in our Community Local information

Would you know what to do if someone in Police Beat Team PCSO .Brianna Whelan
your household had a Heart Attack/Cardiac Tel: 07761 405460 or email: )
Arrest? brianna.whelan@avonandsomerset.police.uk

Sudden cardiac arrest is a leading cause of Parish Councils
premature death. In_ cardiac arrest the heart’s Ashbrittle - Chairman Charles Doble 01823
steady rhythm is often replaced by 672365 or 672618

disorganised  electrical  activity  called
ventricular fibrillation (VF). The sooner VF is
treated by an electrical shock (defibrillation), | | Bathealton - Chairman Philip Broad 07584 657106
the greater the chance of the person’s life being email: philip.broadl @outlook.com

saved. Immediate action by members of the

email: charles@greenandcarter.com

public can save many lives. Stawley - Chairman Paul Musgrove 01823 672627
DIAL 999 FIRST email: stawleypc@stash.org.uk

But, there are four defibrillators within our Somerset Councillors

community which are easy to use with Cllr Dave Mansell — 01984 623823 or email:

verbal and visual instructions and available dave.mansell@somerset.gov.uk

to anyone. They are permanently located at
these places and can be found using the // Cllr Gwil Wren — 01823 400657 or email:

What3words codes below. gwil.wren@somerset.gov.uk

Ashbrittle Village Hall, on the outside wall. Community Halls
blurts/flats/crouching Appley Pavilion and Recreation Field

Bathealton Village Hall, on the outside wall. —to book, call 01823 672266 or email:-

Lucy Williams info@appleypavilion.co.uk or book

relatives.widgets.rolled . e
online at https.://appleypavilion.co.uk

Kittisford, New House Farm, on the wall
opposite the church. bonkers.regime.lyricist

Stawley Village Shop, on the outside wall Ashbrittle Village Hall

— to book, ring Pat Gainey on 01823 672760

messaging.servers.quaking
Each one can be removed and taken to where it or 07713 276656
1s needed. These are all accessible 24 hours a Bathealton Village Hall
day and no access codes are required. _ to book, ring Tilly Willis on 07961 970743
Editorial Policy Local Groups

Stawley under Fives at the Appley Pavilion.

T e e s || Bosky Al re.schol Mg - Swallo
g p Y Sampford Arundel 01823 672342 Mon/Tuesday.

author(s)‘and are not nf;cessarily the views held Stawley Under Fives 07707 416871 Weds/Thurs/Fri
by the editors of the Parish News.

Parish News information
The Editors and the next issue deadline date are on the back cover. Please send items for
publication to the Editors in good time to ensure publication. There is only a short time between the
deadline and the printing of the Parish News and late items may not be included. Please send items for
publication by email ashparishnews@gmail.com preferably as attachments in Microsoft 'Word' format.

Advertising Our rates are £2.00 per month for a small box, £4.00 for a quarter page, £8.00 for a half
page and £16.00 for a whole page. Advertising for community events, charity and church fundraising
events in our area are normally carried free of charge. Occasional one-off adverts from residents in our
area seeking to sell or buy an article or seeking to acquire or offer a service are also carried free of
charge. In all cases the style, layout and size allocated to an advert is at the discretion of the Editors.

Editors: Maurice Stanbury 01823 672216 and Avril Silk 01823 672131; e-mail address:
ashparishnews@gmail.com

Treasurer: Andrew Millard, Barton Barn, Kittisford, Wellington TA21 ORZ
Bank details: Account Name: The Parish News, Sort Code: 30-98-45. Acc. no. 01828373

Distribution: Pat Sweet 01823 672380
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December
st

3rd and 17th
5th - 7th

5th

6th

6th

7th

7th

11th

18th

19th
20th
24th

February 2026
6th

20th

'y D

X

.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

12 noon - 2.00 pm

10.00 - 12.30 pm
Seead onp 11
6.00 - 8.00 pm
6.00 - 7.00 pm
7.00 pm

12 noon

3.30 pm

7.00 pm

12 noon
7.00 pm
10.00 - 12 noon
4.00 pm

Pop-Up Café in Bathealton Village Hall

Books, Biscuits, Coffee and Cakes at Stawley Mill

The Winter Exhibition at Greenways Studio, Ashbrittle

Christmas Tree light switch on - Ashbrittle Village Green

Choral Concert by the Bute Voices at Kittisford Church

‘A fabulous evening of Delicious Curries’ in Bathealton Village Hall
Singing Workshop at Kittisford House Barn

Choral Evensong at Kittisford Church

Kittisford Christmas Dinner at Kittisford House

Christmas Lunch Club in Ashbrittle Village Hall

‘Carols by Candlelight’ in Bathealton Village Hall
Coffee, Cake and Chat in Ashbrittle Village Hall

‘Carols and the Christmas Story, especially for children’ - at the
Church of St Nicholas, Kittisford

Quiz night in Bathealton Village Hall
Quiz night in Appley Pavilion

Saturday November 8th was a very special day at Stawley Church when Alex, one of our regular bell-
ringers, became Mrs McKenna, and then joined in the celebrations, following the marriage ceremony.

Next Deadline Date:
Editors: Maurice and Avril

Photo - Maurice Stanbuy

Friday 23rd January 2026
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