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Church Services

Sun 2" February

9.30 am Holy Communion Service St. Michael’s, Stawley
11.15 am BCP Communion Service St. John the Baptist, Ashbrittle
11.15 am Sung Eucharist Service All Saints, Rockwell Green

Sun 9" February
9.30 am Holy Communion Service Holy Cross, Sampford Arundel
11.15 am Sung Eucharist Service All Saints, Rockwell Green

Sun 16™ February

9.30 am Morning Prayer St. Margaret’s, Thorne St. Margaret
9.30 am Holy Communion Service St. Nicholas, Kittisford
11.15 am Sung Eucharist Service All Saints, Rockwell Green
Sun 23" February
9.30 am Holy Communion Service St. Bartholomew’s, Bathealton
11.15 am Sung Eucharist Service All Saints, Rockwell Green
6.00 pm Evensong Holy Cross, Sampford Arundel

Churchwardens and Clergy
Ashbrittle with Greenham

Charles Doble, The Old Rectory, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LQ 01823 672365
David Hanks, Manley House, Ashbrittle, TA21 OLE 01823 672436
Bathealton Sarah Eustice, Oakwood, Spring Grove, TA4 1NL 01823 401248
Kittisford Annie Musgrove, Meadow Farm, Greenham, TA21 0JW 01823 672627
Stawley Penny Hare, Stawley Mill, Wellington, TA21 OHT 01823 672183
Colin Haddrell, Tucks Farm, Stawley, TA21 OHS 07974 804990

Priest-in-Charge
Reverend Andrew Barton, 2 White Oaks, Langford Budville, TA21 ORB
Contacts: Home/Office - Phone 01823 924007 or 07795 699737
Email revdbarton@gmail.com

Artists Wanted!

Do you have a painting or photograph which could be used as a cover design for the Parish
News? Seasonal and local images are particularly welcome. Please send hi-res images
(300dpi) to Avril at AvrilSilk@aol.com Portrait format is ideal if possible.

Front cover - "Red sky in the morning, shepherds' warning." Photograph taken by Frank Colebrooke in
Greenham looking over Greenham Barton to Conygore Wood.
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Thought for the Month

The third anniversary of war
We are approaching the bleak third anniversary of
the Russian invasion of Central and Eastern
Ukraine, Putin’s so called ‘special military
operation’. As a professional soldier, I have
watched with a mixture of horror and grim
fascination the unfolding of events.

My early career was dominated by the Cold
War stand-off between NATO and the Soviet led
Warsaw Pact. Most of the British military effort
then was focused on West Germany and defence
of the Central European front. But as Royal
Marines our task was to help hold and secure the
Northern flank in Norway. We were led to
believe that the combination of Soviet capability
and mass would be both rapid and virtually
unstoppable. War plans for the Central front
envisaged a delaying battle of days rather than
weeks. And so it was a surprise — no doubt to
Putin as well - that when the Russian invasion
was launched on 24 Feb 2022, it did not rapidly
overwhelm Ukraine. = Dogged and resilient
defence by a more western focused, innovative
and motivated Ukrainian military, against poorly
led and lacklustre Russian forces, led eventually
to a more static stalemate and attritional
battlefield. Unfortunately, over time this will
favour the much larger Russian forces, despite
their eye watering losses.

My own experiences

My thoughts have often wandered back to my
own experience in Ukraine. In 1999 1 was
Assistant Chief of Staff for Expeditionary
Operations in NATO’s southern region, and the
exercise director for the first NATO deployment
to Ukraine in 2000, which necessitated three
visits, including Kiev and Odessa. The exercise,
Cooperative Partner 2000, was part of the NATO
led Partnership for Peace initiative, designed to
build confidence, security and relationships
between NATO and former Eastern bloc Warsaw
Pact members — and included the Russian
Federation as observers. The objectives were
based upon the delivery of humanitarian
assistance in a less than benign security
environment. We deployed amphibious and other
shipping and forces in the Black Sea around the
port of Odessa, including a Field Hospital, and
conducted a wide range of training serials,
including mine clearance at sea and on land, and
joint command, control and communications.

The exercise gave me a fascinating insight
into Ukraine and its people. The economic shock
of decoupling from the Soviet Union was clearly
apparent. My equivalent rank (then a Colonel) in
the Ukrainian armed forces earned around $40-50

a month, and one army Colonel explained how he 5

relied upon his vegetable plot to feed his family.
On a visit to a Motor Rifle Division barracks of
over 10,000, the Major General in command said
the primary mission of those in uniform was to
feed themselves in a form of collective farming.
It was worth small holding farmers travelling to
the central market in Odessa in the depths of
winter to sell a single tray of eggs. Driving
towards Mariupol, a farmer’s wife sat on the
roadside in freezing conditions in front of a table
to sell a pig’s head.

The Odessa opera house

Conversely in Odessa, beautiful but crumbling
buildings were kept scrupulously clean, and
despite relative poverty there was a thriving cut
flower market. I made my NATO planning staff
visit the impressive Venetian built opera house in
Odessa, where we paid $3 to sit in the former
royal box and watch a very bel canto Aida, a
small injection of western capital to the local
economy!

It was clear that there was a thriving black
market, but I felt particularly safe, dwarfed by my
personal Ukrainian driver cum security guard,
and driven in a government Zil saloon. Most of
my Ukrainian military interlocutors had been
trained and served in the Soviet forces. However,
there was clear pride in achieving national
independence and the ability to forge their own
identity, and I am not surprised at the
comparative success and resilience of the
Ukrainians over twenty years later in resisting the
Russian invasion.

What lies in store is difficult to forecast. It
was the Prussian Carl Von Clausewitz who noted
that ‘war is the pursuit of policy by other means’.
Unconditional success for either protagonist is not
achievable - there will have to be a compromise.
Policy — in particular that of the new Trump
regime and an equivocal Europe (in which the
UK is at the robust end of the spectrum), will
determine to what extent the military adventurism
of Putin is rewarded, nullified or thwarted — and
this may set the conditions for new security
paradigms of the 21* century.

Jeremy Robbins

Are you interested in Antiques, Vintage
or Upcycling?

We have a huge selection which we are selling in
aid of Holy Cross Church, Sampford Arundel
Please phone me on (01823) 663680 or
(e-mail jennifersparks662@hbtinternet.com) to let
me know your requirements and we can make an
appointment for you to view.
Jenny Sparks
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News from Kittisford Church

Christmas seems a long time ago but this is the
first opportunity I have had to thank everyone for
supporting Kittisford Church over the Christmas
period in one way or another. On 13™ December
Perdy and Davide Fraser-Taliente hosted the Kit-
tisford Christmas dinner in their splendid barn.

With everyone’s help it was transformed
into a magical Christmas banquet with the log
fires roaring and fairy lights and twinkling. We all
enjoyed a wonderful candlelit Christmas dinner
prepared by local people. It was a fantastic com-
munity event which put everyone in the Christmas
mood. We raised £900 towards the upkeep and
maintenance of Kittisford Church and an addition-
al £250 from the raffle for the international charity
Medicin sans Frontiers.

In party mode - Mark Pearce (left) gets a special
thank-you, on behalf of the Kittisford House
team, from Rev’d Andy Barton.

Thank you to the Kittisford bell ringers who rang
out the bells to start our Christmas Eve service. It
was great to see the church packed with people
from all over the parish, especially so many fami-
lies with children of all ages from babies to teen-
agers. We enjoyed hearing the Christmas story,
singing favourite carols and the chance to meet up
with neighbours over a glass of mulled cider.

A big thankyou to everyone for supporting
our little church of St Nicholas which sits at the
heart of our rural community. It would be wonder-
ful to see you at our future services and events.
Information on those can be found in the Parish
News and on Attps.//www.achurchnearyou.com

Annie Musgrove, Churchwarden

The Celebration of Christmas at
Stawley Church

On Friday 20™ December the candles were lit,
pews were occupied, and the mulled wine was
brewing. Stawley Church hosted a celebration of
Christmas which was organised by Gail Britton
and John Young and performed by the Village
Festival Choir. This was a joyful combination of
Christmas carols and readings together with a cou-
ple of less conventional pieces which entertained
the full church.

The choir provided the refreshments after-
wards to round off the evening. Stawley PCC
would like to thank everyone for joining them on
this delightful occasion.

Annette Haddrell

‘Pop-Up’ in Aid of Sightsavers Charity

Many thanks to everyone who came to my Pop-
Up Exhibition in Wellington before Christmas. It
was lovely to see so many people dropping in and
giving their support. As a result of the raffle and
sales we made £500 for the charity Sightsavers.

We also had lots of coverage on the radio
and local papers which helped to raise awareness
of this amazing charity which aims to eradicate
preventable eye conditions and blindness which
threatens the sight of over 1 billion adults and
children worldwide. To find out more about their
work visit https://www.sightsavers.org/

Annie Musgrove

Qg % Coftee, Cake

@ and Chat

Ashbrittle Village Hall

Saturday 15th February

10.00 - 12.00 noon

Unlimited Coffee and Delicious Home Baked
Cakes available, for just £4.00.

Please come and join us - all welcome !

Wivey Link
Contact telephone no. 01984 624666
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ASHBRITTLE ARITS PRESENTS

ZEFFE

BACK BU POPULAR DEMAND

f Ll

KRLEZMER - BALKAN - GUPSY (USIC
AND DANCING

ASHBRITTLE VILLAGE HALL
TAZ21 OLF
SATURDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 2025
DOORS OPEN 7.00 for 7.30
WITH BAR £10.00

For ticket details contact pleyland@talk21.com
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Quaker Meeting for Worship

Spiceland Quaker Meeting Uffculme
EX15 3AZ

We Meet for Worship at Spiceland

every Sunday at 10.30am till 11.30am
also available on Zoom -
Meeting ID:865 5570 2735 Passcode:
498173
All are very welcome.

The Open University is offering a peace educa-
tion course for the first time, thanks to
a partnership between OU staff
and Quakers in Britain.

The free self-study course, Principles and prac-
tices of peace education, hosted on the OU's
learning platform OpenLearn, explores how
peace can be fostered in classrooms. It marks a
milestone in making peace education more widely
accessible.

The online course is open to all, including
trainee and experienced teachers, as well as those
working with young people in informal or com-
munity settings.

Participants can work through the twelve
hour course at their own pace and gain a certifi-
cate of participation at the end.

Isabel Cartwright, peace education manager
at Quakers in Britain, said: “We are grateful to the
Open University for their investment in peace, for
developing the course with us, and putting so
much work into promoting it.

“The reach of OpenLearn will open up the
potential of peace education to so many more
children."

Developed in collaboration with Quakers in
Britain, the course introduces themes such as in-
ner wellbeing, constructive conflict resolution,
and critical thinking about global issues. Using
videos and interactive elements, it offers simple,
practical ideas for use in the classroom and links
to materials for further study and curriculum plan-
ning. The course also introduces theories and
practice of peace education from across the UK
and beyond.

Village Oil Group

The next oil delivery is due on
Wednesday 12th February
To place an order, please email:-
Jjudy.milne@btopenworld.com or contact
Judy or Michael Milne on 01823 672205 by the
Monday before the Wednesday delivery
New members always welcome

Stawley Community Association
(SCA)

Annual General Meeting
To be held on

Monday 24th February 2025
at 6.00 pm

In Stawley Village Shop and Tearoom

We have reached our target

The SCA is very pleased to announce that the target
donations of £10,000 to support Stawley Shop and
Tearoom in the transfer to an all-volunteer communi-
ty concern have been realised!

This was possible only by very generous dona-
tions from members of the community, together with
the Stawley and Ashbrittle Parish Councils.

Thank You!

This has given us a great start to the Shop and Tea-
room being run under a very different system: it’s
early days yet, but the SCA and volunteers are confi-
dent that we can really make a go of it!

Can You Spare a Few Hours
to Volunteer?

We have a band of wonderful volunteers who have
worked extremely hard during the transition, contin-
ue to present a clean, well-stocked Shop, and be
friendly and efficient with our customers, while tak-
ing on many additional tasks required of an all-
volunteer led organisation.

This is putting considerable pressure on the
time and energy required from our current volun-
teers.

We have asked many times before, but we need
to ask again -
can you spare just a few hours
to come and help?

Please come and talk to us in the shop if
you can help in any way.



https://www.open.edu/openlearn/education-development/principles-and-practices-peace-education/?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/education-development/principles-and-practices-peace-education/?active-tab=description-tab

Stawley Community Village
Shop & Tea Room

Opening hours

Monday to Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm
Saturday 8.00am to 12.00pm

Sunday 9.00am to 11.00am

The Post Office is here every Thursday 11.30am to 1.30pm
Contact: 01823 674361 or email shop@stawleyshop.com

What is a Community Shop and how is it different
to what we have always had?

We as volunteers and committee members have heard this question a few times over the
last few months, so we thought we should explain what is now different, and why if you
shop there, you will be helping the community.

The shop has always been overseen by the Stawley Community Association (SCA)
who are the leaseholders, and are responsible for the premises and much of the equip-
ment. Until now, there have always been tenants to run the shop, so although the tenants
are local people, it does mean that the profit goes to the individual.

Many volunteer run community shops make sufficient profit to give back to the com-
munity they serve, and the SCA is hopeful that this can be the case with our shop. We will
gain more information over the coming months, on the ongoing running costs and will need
to maintain a healthy contingency fund for possible replacement of expensive items such
as chiller cabinets. Once we have a better understanding of how the shop is running this
will be something we will look at.

Apart from the profit, which can now be kept here in the locality, the shop is very
much part of the community. It acts as an information hub, a place to socialize and to gain
new skills by being a volunteer. Local produce is stocked wherever possible, helping local
businesses and a range of food and non-food supplies are available, so you don’t have to
drive to Wellington for the items you have forgotten; many items are price marked and very
competitive.

As you will have seen elsewhere in the magazine we are holding an AGM on February
24th, this is the place and time to let us know of any ideas you have on how the shop could
develop further in the future.

As always, we look forward to seeing you at Stawley Community
Village Shop




News from Stawley School

We wish you all a Happy New Year from all at
Stawley Primary School. The end of 2024 was
certainly eventful!

In the penultimate week of term, the chil-
dren performed their Christmas Nativity at the
Pavilion. It was a fantastic show that the children
had been working hard on all term. The show -
Lights, Camel, Action! — managed to tell the
Christmas story through the medium of Strictly
Come Dancing. It was great fun with camels
dancing the jive; innkeepers dancing the tango
and even a bit of ballet/break dancing from the
staff in Class 1! It was an amazing performance
from all and everyone who came to watch had a
fantastic evening.

Usually, once the Christmas play is over,
we can have the last week of term focusing on a
range of fun Christmas activities. Unfortunately,
things turned out slightly differently!

Out of the blue.
On Monday morning of the last week of term, we
got a phone call from OFSTED to say that they
would be coming to inspect the school the follow-
ing day. Christmas was put on hold while the in-
spectors came to visit and although extremely
tired by this point of the term, the children and
staff were amazing and really demonstrated to the
inspectors exactly what Stawley School is like.
I’ve included some quotes from the report
below, but if you would like to see the full report,
you can visit the school website or the OFSTED
website.

The first line reads...

“Parents and pupils agree that Stawley Primary
School is ‘like a family’. Pupils feel a strong
sense of belonging and are fiercely loyal to their
school.”

“Behaviour is exemplary [and] pupils have a
thirst for knowledge”

“The school ensures that pupils’ talents and in-
terests are developed ... this builds pupils’ confi-
dence and resilience and prepares them well for
life beyond school.”

As you can see, we are extremely proud of the
school and the report and although, by the end of
the week, everyone was on their knees crawling
towards the end of term, it did mean we could all
enjoy a peaceful, relaxing well-earned break. I
can’t wait to see what 2025 brings!

David Stirzaker

Once again - very well done. Eds

Services

Re-string
Professional
set ups
Fret dress

Re-fret
Wiring alterations &
pickup mods
Repairs

Professional guitar servicing
and repairs.

Contact: patrick.weeks@btinternet.com
07724 338853

The Old Mill, Tracebridge, Wellington,

Whether it's a small home repair, a new
patio, or creating a cosy garden room, I'm
here to help you with a wide range of
home and garden projects.

With years of experience in carpentry,
maintenance, and construction,
no job is too small!

Based in Kittisford, get in touch today
for a free consultation and a friendly,
reliable service you can trust.

Call: 07380 526 565
www.charlieshandymanservice.com
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The Quizzers Page

With Alan Rose as Quizmaster!
Appley Pavilion
FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY
7pm for a 7.30pm start
Max 6 people per team, £10 per person to
include food. Bring your own drink

All proceeds will go to A.S.C Cricket Club
To book, text Suzette on - O7890 261387

(limited number of tables available!)
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Bathealton Parish Council Meeting
held on Friday 29™ November 2024

Present: Phil Broad (PB) Chair, Steve Cottrell
(SC), Jess Bunn (JB) John Ridgley (JR), Adele
Broad (AB). No apologies.

Declarations of interests: None

Minutes:

PB welcomed people attending and apologised for
having to move the day to a Friday as a new mi-
nute taker and temporary treasurer needed voting
in. PB proposed for AB to carry out the role and
this was agreed unanimously.

Planning Application: Silage barn application
amendment 03/24/0003/CQ has been made. Com-
ments to be emailed and sent to PB

Financial Matters:

Balance on account £2660.32
Payments approved:
Hall hire/telephone box £202.00

PCC graveyard maintenance £350.00
Wivylink £100.00
Homeless charity open door £100.00

Review of council budget including financial

plan for 2025.

. The continued support of the defibrillator
located at the village hall

. Continued maintenance of the churchyard

. Continued monitoring of the public foot-
paths, styles and signage

. Village hall hire

. Parish council indemnity insurance: AB to
look at in relation to the relevance and ser-
vices covered by this policy and the needs
of the parish council

Precept : there was a vote on the precept and this
will be increased next year to £2000; this was
passed unanimously.

Bridleways and footpaths: It has been brought to
the attention of PB that a bridle path is very over-
grown and impassable, a request has been made
by a member of the public that the parish council
put some money towards the upkeep of this bri-
dleway.

There was a discussion where several points
were raised that we are a very small parish with
three named bridle paths and many more foot-
paths. Somerset Council has withdrawn grants
for the maintenance of footpaths and bridleways.
The council members stated that at this present
time they cannot offer any support for this
maintenance.
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PB will ring the party concerned and inform them
of the Parish Councils decision.

Transport links: There is a petition online trying
to have a bus route re-instated between Welling-
ton to Wiveliscombe (via Milverton and Spring
Grove) this would be a beneficial for isolated peo-
ple to be able to get around the area easily.

This petition can be signed up for at
www.roundwellington.co.uk

AirBand fibre rollout: the instillation of optic
fibre to Bathealton and several of the neighbour-
ing villages has been pushed back by another
three years because AirBand has pulled out of the
contract. However, there is another possibility
which would bring fibre optic broadband to our
area much more quickly and this is being actively
pursued by our County Councillor, Dave Mansell.

AOB : no further issues raised.

Next Meeting: Tuesday 4™ March 2025 - 19.30 in
Bathealton Village Hall. This will be the AGM .

Adele Broad, Minutes Secretary

Rainfall Statistics (inches)
for December 2024

2020
6.28

2021
5.04

2022
5.71

2023
7.20

2024
2.40

Happy New Year to everyone! Didn’t you miss
something in December? You know, the wet
stuff coming from above? December 2024
turned out to be the third driest since 2010 (1.31
in). The second driest was December 2016 with
2.2 inches.

And for those who love statistics, here are
the figures for the last five years:

2020
45.32

2021
43.33

2022 2023
40.67 55.24

2024
48.11

Will we ever get back to below 40 inches per
year [ wonder?
Val Coots

Mobile Library

at Greenham Bridge
Next visits: 11th February and
11th March 2025
Note new time 9.50 - 10.10 a.m.
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T Quiz Night

Friday February the 7th 2025 6.30 pm

Waterrow Village Hall, Waterrow - TA4 2AX
Quiz Teams - maximum of 6

The meal is Chilli, i’acket potato and salad with
vegetarian option available. Followed as always by the
excellent homemade dessert selections. Meal will be
served at 6.30 pm. Please bring your own drinks.

"@@@ Waterrow Village Hall @J@
TIME

To reserve your table please either email Liz using-
liz@kilbride.org.uk with your name and team size or
you can phone her on 01984 623431

Priced at only £10.00 for adults £5.00 under 12s

We look forward to seeing you there!
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The Kittisford
Pudding Club

will meet at Springers, Kittisford

Friday 14th February
at 7.00 pm

After a main course, all participants will have the chance to sample
and mark a selection of puddings produced by our
very talented Kittisford folk

Tickets costing £15 (including the first glass of wine) are available from:
Penny 01823 672216 or email
pennystanbury@btinternet.com

Limited tickets so book early.

All proceeds are for Kittisford Church funds

The great Blizzard of February 1978
as witnessed
in the parish of Culmstock, Devon

It was a Friday afternoon and I had the weekend
off so decided to visit my father for the weekend;
he lived at Almshayne in Culmstock.. Little did 1
know that I was to witness an historical event and
would not return home until almost a week later!

A large mass of air of Arctic origin lay over
Britain and the continent. Mild and moist air had
gradually crept northeast into Biscay and west
France during the week but could make no head-
way into the UK. It had made two attempts during
the week resulting in snowfalls over Southwest
England but each occasion the cold air had
pushed it back. There had been no snow where |
lived in High Wycombe and the latest fine mesh
computer forecast for the weekend was for the
cold air to keep the mild Biscay air at bay, result-
ing in a dry and sunny two days over southern
England.

There was a little lying snow on Salisbury
plain as I headed west on the M4 and the lying
snow was patchy until Bridgwater. From there
sourh-westwards the lying snow was extensive
and became progressively deeper. The sky, alt-
hough cloudless, took on a dark and ominous
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look, with thick haze making the sun very weak.
As I reached Culmstock I began to doubt the dry
weekend that had been promised that morning.

It was Saturday, February 18th. We were
thinking of going bird watching on the Exe estu-
ary. However, at 11:40 some small flakes of snow
began to fall so we quickly dropped the idea.
Throughout the afternoon it snowed.

At about 5:00pm, I decided to walk up to
Culmstock Beacon; the east wind was now fresh
with some light drifting taking place. Occasional
pockets of lying snow were being lifted from the
field adjacent to the house and carried into the
hedge. At 5:15pm I was up on the Beacon Ridge,
the wind was much stronger up there and so much
snow had been blown off the top that a four foot
drift had to be waded through. With nightfall ap-
proaching I returned to Almshayne, where the
wind was lighter but it was still snowing. By 8:00
pm conditions had changed drastically - the wind
was now strong and substantial drifting was oc-
curring. At daybreak on Sunday it was still
snowing but only lightly and the wind remained
strong to gale force. The landscape was now a
new one to Culmstock. Where before there had
been banks and hedges, there were now only mi-
nor boundaries between fields with everything
covered in a white blanket.




During the news bulletin on Radio 2 at 7:00 am
that Sunday, a blizzard in the West Country was
mentioned and that it had caused some disruption.
By 8:00 am the full impact of the storm had regis-
tered and Radio 4 made the blizzard the main
news story. All roads in Devon were reported as
blocked; Taunton and Yeovil were cut off.

I walked up to the M5 motorway bridge to
see if there was any movement. The B road en-
route was very variable with some places being
relatively clear of snow due to the wind blowing it
away, but most of the road was deep with snow,
drifts up to the top of the hedges had formed on
the east side of the road. One stretch of the B road
was level from hedge to hedge with five feet of
snow. In such places the only means of locomo-
tion was to walk along the hedge tops.

The M5 was a whiteway with one aban-
doned car on Maidendown summit. As the motor-
way faced into the wind, the snow had been blown
off the carriageways so that only a few inches of
fairly level snow remained. There was no traffic to
be seen, the blocked roads preventing access

That Sunday afternoon it started snowing
steadily again. Still the east wind was strong to
gale force. It snowed all evening as well but the
wind did seem to be dying down slightly.

Monday morning

Monday morning now, February 20th, at last the
wind had died down and the snow had stopped
overnight. This meant we must have had at least
thirty six hours of snow falling with a strong to
gale force easterly wind for most of that time.
There was a thin coating of ice covering every-
thing so there must have been some freezing rain
at the end of the blizzard.

After this second night of blizzard condi-
tions we could now survey a still more remarkable
scene than the day before; only now with a light
wind and no precipitation we could take our time
to do so. The drift in the driveway was three to
four feet deep and a four feet drift covered the pa-
tio; the lawn had two feet of level snow on it
merging into four to five foot drifts on both roads.
The lower road leading back to the main road had
eight foot drifts right across it making locomotion
almost impossible. The position on the main road
was even more extreme than the day before with
most drifts twice as wide and completely filling
the road between the two five foot to six foot
hedges.

Historical context

I estimated that about three feet of snow had fall-
en, obviously impossible to measure directly. Con-
ditions on this Monday morning were worse than
in 1963 or 1947 and the most extreme in Devon
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since March 1891 and perhaps since the great
‘Lorna Doone’ winter of 1684.

Five hundred snow clearing machines were
in operation in Devon. The track to the local farm
had six foot drifts in it and the farmer, Frank Hus-
sey was snowed in, eventually being able to get
out two days later. What would have happened in
previous centuries when mechanised vehicles were
not available?

The beginning of the thaw

The mild air over Biscay had formed into a de-
pression on Saturday which deepened and moved
northeast to Cornwall and then slowly filled on
Sunday. However the milder air won eventually as
the anticyclone over Scotland slipped southeast

A slow thaw started on Monday, continued
on Tuesday and became rapid on Wednesday. A
drift of sixteen feet had formed on the Maiden-
down to Uffculme road, this being about the deep-
est around. Indeed the only limit to the drifts was
the height of the hedges or steep banks. The road
to Burlescombe was blocked as the Culmstock
road was until Wednesday; it was also cut off for
three days.

Wellington was a town with snow heaped
four to five feet on the pavements, Wellington
boots certainly came in handy in their hometown
that week! By Thursday morning with the thaw
now three days old, about two or three feet of
snow had melted giving back to large areas of
fields their green appearance.

However, this still left deep drifts and Oak-
hampton was not reached until Thursday and Lyn-
mouth not accessed until Friday afternoon. I was
eventually able to return to work on Thursday
evening for my nightshift. The thaw resulted in
widespread flooding, not unusual after heavy
snow and a rapid thaw, caused in large part by
drifted snow blocking the normal waterways.

As I write this one week after the blizzard
there may still be some isolated villages cut off,
although with a rapid thaw continuing they must
soon be reconnected.

Andrew Day

This is an abridged version of events written in
February 24™— 25™ 1978 by Andrew Day who
was then a meteorologist at the Met Office RAF
Strike Command High Wycombe.

Andrew was a friend of the Sweet family of
Stawley and very familiar with the Somerset/
Devon border locality.

We would love to hear of any personal memories
of ‘The Great Blizzard of 1978 from those then
living in our immediate area. Eds.



Minutes of the Stawley Parish Council
Meeting held on the 14™ January 2025

Parish Councillors present: Chairman, Paul
Musgrove (PM), Olga Dawer (OD), Sarah Jones
(SJ) and Pat Sweet (PS)

Matters Arising not Covered Elsewhere
. The payment of £1,600 has been made to
The Village Shop.
. Technological have been approached by the
Chairman and it would appear that they are in-
tending to expand their network south from Wa-
terrow along the line of the River Tone. Some
properties in the Kittisford area have been
“leafletted” suggesting that they should register an
interest in a fibre connection, should they wish.
We are still waiting for confirmation that
the voucher scheme is operational. Some proper-
ties in Tracebridge have been told by their suppli-
er that they may be able to apply for a fibre con-
nection. The broadband situation is fluid at pre-
sent so the Council will wait for further concrete
news before any action.

Defibrillator Maintenance
Ashbrittle Parish Council have spoken to Commu-
nity Heartbeat and determined that we owe them
for the VETS telephone (£100) and the defibrilla-
tor (£126) including VAT. It was agreed that the
RFO should pay the invoices when they arrive.
There was concern that there was no defib-
rillator in the area of Stawley and the use of the
VETS scheme had effectively been superseded by
local WhatsApp and other informal groups. The
Chairman will investigate the possibility of gain-
ing a further defibrillator and leaving VETS.

Finance

. The current bank balance is £1,976.51

. Savings. The Unity Trust Bank balance is
£10,082.14

. The precept application for 2025/26 has
been sent to Somerset Council.

Planning

35/24/0010 Variation of Condition No. 07
(restriction on maximum length of stay) and re-
moval of Condition No. 08 (restriction on permit-
ted season of operation) at Gamlins Farm Caravan
Site, Greenham Quarry Road, Greenham, Wel-
lington.

The Chairman had visited the site and
briefed the Council on his findings. The site has
had some improvement works carried out and
consists of twenty five spaces. The new owners
have some experience of running sites and believe
that they can only make the site profitable if is
open for twelve months of the year. The Council
does not believe that this would be detrimental to
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the Parish and therefore supports this part of the
application.

The second part of the application is to re-
place the condition requiring the site to be occu-
pied by each caravan for fourteen days or less
with one with no time restriction. The Council’s
view is that a time restriction should remain but be
for twenty eight days. Hence the new condition
should be exactly the same as that already in place
with fourteen days being replaced with twenty
eight days. The Council supports this application
with this change to the wording of the condition.

Reports from Members

Roads — There has been an accident on the bends
by Gamlin Quarry which suggests that there is a
need for a salt bin there. The salt is of no use if
there is no way of getting it on to the road. It was
suggested that used supplementary feed buckets
could be used. A request for them will be placed
in the Parish News.

Footpaths — The 1955 definitive map has been
delivered to Somerset Archives. The receipt will
be placed in the online folders as this is a loan to
the Archives.

Any Other Business — There is concern that the
build on Rose Cottage, Tracebridge does not con-
form to the planning consent. This will be investi-
gated.
The full minutes can be viewed at https://
stash.org.uk/
Paul Musgrove, Clerk

Jo Clarke rutiTEC IMBC APNT

Holistic Therapist with 30 years experience.
Massage, Myofascial Release, Aromatherapy
Vibrational Healing, Reiki Healing.

My focus is on the holistic approach to health
and healing, to look at each person as a
whole not just at the symptoms present. My
aim is to improve physical health and
mobility, whilst also facilitating deep healing
on an emotional, mental and spiritual level

[ look forward to welcoming you to my
beautiful therapy centre set in the peaceful
Somerset countryside,
near Stawley and Ashbrittle.

For Appointments: Call or WhatsApp/text
07929 378534 or
Email: shumwood.therapy @gmail.com
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A warm welcome awaits you
at The Globe Inn this February

Kiss goodbye to the January blues and come in from the cold
this February. You’ll always find a warm welcome awaiting
you from Mandy, Stuart, Luna and the team. Sit back and
cosy up in front of our roaring fires while you enjoy our
¥ weekly-changing selection of seasonal guest ales. Let us take
care of the cooking while you tuck into our delicious menu,
which includes home-reared Appley pork & beef and
locally-sourced meats from Tim Potter.

Open
Wednesday to Saturday 12 noon - 11pm
Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

\ J % - Food
)

— Served from 12 noon - 2pm & 6pm - 9gpm

[ RN

: y /Treat your loved one to a romantic
/ ‘iﬂf\ dinner at The Globe Inn this
1 l N Valentine’s Day.
} AR Bookings now being taken.
4 ¥ A
\\ )
’ / \
bl \ @ Appley, Stawley, Wellington, Somerset, TA21 oH]
} 2 01823 673147

i stuartdurston@hotmailign.uk
/ (¥) The Globe INN Appley *
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Galanthophilia- for the love
of Snowdrops

As 1 write this, the first of
my Snowdrops (Galanthus
spp.) is starting to flower.
In fact they started to show
their nodding white buds
around Christmas but have
been waiting, with their
heads bowed, for slightly
better weather. I don’t
know the cultivar name of
this early form, or indeed,
from whence it came. Like
many of the larger, earlier
or more ornate Snowdrops
in my garden, I don’t have
a definitive varietal name
for them - they have been gifted or I have picked
them up over the years- but I care not, I love them
all.

Without doubt, Snowdrops are the first her-
alds of the new year - they represent hope and
purity. It is no surprise that they create such inter-
est and, often, quite extreme fervor in some gar-
deners. Many rare and unusual forms can fetch
eye-watering prices from specialist nurseries at
auctions. It is the fine nuances of height, robust-
ness, size and shape of flower, earliness or late-
ness of season and most importantly, the size,
shape and density of the green markings on the
inner petals as well as occasional green tipping on
the outer petals that so enthuses Galanthophiles!

Galanthus is a small genus of around twen-
ty species with over two thousand, five hundred
listed modern cultivars. These bulbous plants are
members of Amaryllidaceae (along with Narcis-
sus) and are generally woodland edge and scrub
inhabitants, native to southern and Mediterranean
Europe, the middle east, from Spain to Turkey,
from Iran through the Caucasus to Russia. They
have been long cultivated and are widely natural-
ized in North America and Britain. Although con-
sidered a ‘native’ wild flower of England, it is
now generally accepted that Galanthus nivalis
(nivalis = ‘snowy or snow-like’) was introduced
by the Romans and the first record of it
‘naturalized’ is from western Britain in the mid to
late 1700s where the first ‘double’ (plenus) forms
were noted.

Generally, the majority of cultivars found in
gardens are bred or selected from four main spe-
cies, G. nivalis, G. plicatus, G. elwesii and G. re-
ginae-olgae with G. ikariae and G. woronowii
also being well represented. The term
‘Galanthophile’ was allegedly coined between the
wars by the plantsman, E. A. Bowles, in a letter to
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a friend and fellow collector of bulbs but the se-
lection and naming of very specific plants began
with James Atkins, a nurseryman from Northamp-
ton in the mid 1800s after whom the tall, robust
variety, Galanthus ‘Atkinsii’ was named. Then
came James Allen of Shepton Mallet who by the
end of the 1800s had hand pollinated then seed-
grown over one hundred distinct seedlings from
which the well-known forms G. ‘Magnet’, G.
‘Merlin’ were selected along with G x allenii,
though many of his other selections have been
lost over time.

John Henry Elwes from Colesbourne Park
gardens in the Cotswolds has G. ‘Elwesii’ named
after him and Colesbourne houses one of the best
collections and displays of Snowdrops that you’ll
find in this country. In more recent times, the rap-
idly increasing number of new cultivars (often,
very oddly named - ‘John’s Y fronts’ is one that
comes to mind!) coming on to the market, the
prices some specimens are commanding along
with the mildly obsessive nature of some collec-
tors ensures that this particular niche of horticul-
ture will continue far beyond mere fashion!

My own favourites from my garden are:

Galanthus ‘Marjorie Brown’ a tall, robust and
late flowering form of G. elwesii, selected in
1987 with large flowers and wide, glaucous-
green leaves.

Galanthus ‘Magnet’ a selection of G. nivalis, ro-
bust and a well-proportioned flower on a
longer pedicel which shakes most charming-
ly in the lightest breeze.

Galanthus woronowii the ‘green snowdrop’ from
northern Turkey into the Caucasus, a dainty
species with wide, fresh green foliage. Sim-
ple and easy to grow.

Galanthus ‘Mount Everest’ another G. elwesii
hybrid with large, well formed and solid
flowers set atop wide, grey-green leaves.
Easy to grow and bulks up quickly.

Galanthus ‘Lady Elphinstone’ a G. nivalis plenus
(double) form with yellow markings instead
of green on the petals. Can revert (the yellow
marks can return to green) but often by divid-
ing and replanting, they will settle back to
their original colouration.

But in the final analysis, I’'m entirely satisfied
with seeing dense swathes of Galanthus nivalis
(common Snowdrop) growing unrestrained under
trees and shrubs poking up through ground cover,
a harbinger of the promise of Spring and a sight
that cannot fail to bring hope, optimism and forti-
tude to the soul, weary of winter.

John and Julie Ridgley



Dear farming & rural community,
this is for you...

yideuuepn Ag paudisag

Rural Fellowship

Events throughout the year to gather as a community, celebrate all that is wonderful in
farming, share mutual concerns, and enjoy each other’'s company.

A new initiative launched by your local churches in the West Tone Benefice
with kind support by the
Farming Community Network.

Join us for a free meal at The Globe, Appley, to hear our ideas and tell us yours.

7.00pm Thursday 27th February

To book your place please contact Revd Andy Barton at
welcome@westtone.org.uk by Monday 17th February.

VILLAGE LUNCH CLUB
ASHBRITTLE VILLAGE HALL

Thursday, February 27th at noon

JAMES ROWSELL
The owner of Ashbrittle Stud will talk about

WORKING WITH BEAUTIFUL HORSES

BOOKING ESSENTIAL
Delia Harling ~ 018623 672203
| harlingdelia@gmail.com l
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Christmas Bigotry

Bigotry. Hypocrisy. Integrity. Which quality do
you value most, bearing in mind...

Bigotry is often called “principle”. Hypocrisy is
hidden away behind an attractive image.

Integrity can lead to rejection and exclu-
sion, often attacked by bigotry and hypocrisy.

I was thinking about a scene in the film
“Scrooge”. Ebenezer was faced with the jolly
Ghost of Christmas present; the Ghost opens his
gown to reveal images of neglect and poverty.

The following poem came out of that think-
ing.

Which Scrooge?
Grey, black and white the movie screen,
Scrooge horror struck by fright
before the Ghost of might-have-been
with laugh and crown of light:

the spectre’s mood said all seemed well
till pulled aside his robe,

found hidden there, like pearls in shell,
two orphans causing probe

in miser’s eyes and darkling heart
to move his soul to guilt:

was never change provoked to start,
held down by meanness’ silt:

lacked he sweet charity’s concern,
consistent state of self,

would take no compromising turn,
put humbug views on shelf.

Now move things round, say, inside out:
the phantom’s quite two-faced?

Of charity he likes to shout,

with his good deeds well traced,

who likes the world to know his good,
on his own trumpet blown:

for great awards he’s often stood,
acclaim he’s proud to own:

meant when he died, his funeral
stirred crowds to flock to church,
who cheered his good deed carnival,
on glory’s throne to perch.

But there were those who stayed away,
another man they knew:

if heard his voice, they humbly say

his presence they would spew:

their dreams he broke, tossed them aside
beneath his pride above,

to them spoke not, their needs denied
while talked so much of love:

they lived in dark of public gown,
ignored and ever spurned,

his family in pauper’s town,

on spit of sorrow turned.

In good or bad are people placed —
which type do we prefer?
Consistent miser? Ghost two-faced?
Perhaps the two inter!

Looking at him, Scrooge was a bigoted man but
he was consistent; humbug was his attitude and he
didn’t change his stance. The hypocrite pretends,
very sincerely, to be something they are not.

One of the reasons I admire Jesus so much is that,
though judged bigoted and hypocritical by his en-
emies, he had integrity whatever the outcome re-
garding his own welfare. That is why he is re-
membered and valued today.

Martin Perry

The West Field Wood —
another year, more planting...

It is hard for us to believe that nearly a year has
passed since so many friends, family, and people
from the local community joined us in planting
around two thousand trees near Stawley.

We are now in the midst of planning a fur-
ther three days of planting from 31%' January to 2™
February and again extend the invite to anyone
who’d like to join us and lend a hand.

As a reminder, in 2022 three of us who love
this part of Somerset (Adam, Kiran and Law-
rence), set up a not-for-profit, community interest
company called Wood Could Should. Whether
you like the name or not, we hope that most peo-
ple will support its aims:

. To plant as many trees as possible to absorb
carbon
. To do so in a way that supports nature and

is sensitive to the local environment
(creating a wood, not a plantation)

. To end up with a resource that is accessible
to the local and wider community with the
intention that it benefits the locality as well
as the planet.

With that in mind we have sourced all our trees
locally — from Heydon Hill nursery — and have
sought to use nearby suppliers and contractors for
any work we’ve needed. We are planting native
English broad-leafed trees and shrubs to create an
informal woodland. And we invite you — our
neighbours — to please feel free to visit the site at
any time, and share any thoughts you have.



At our planting in 2024 we welcomed over
forty volunteers, many of whom were from the
ten parishes (and included several young chil-
dren and some enthusiastic dogs). We were
fed with delicious food made by Annalisa
De’ath who lives just opposite the field, and
who supplied hot and tasty home-made soup
and rolls, a tray bake, and kept people plied
with tea and coffee all day, as well as provid-
ing shelter in her comfy, upmarket garden
room.

We’ll be doing the same this year, so
please do come along any time during the day
from 9.00 am — no tree planting experience, or
equipment, is needed as this is provided by
our partner charity, ProtectEarth. And feel
free to come along for just an hour or two, or
even just to say hello.

If possible, please let us know you are
coming by calling or messaging Lawrence on
07771 761800 or by searching for Wood-
CouldShould and  signing up on
www.Eventbrite.com Or do take a look at our
website - created by Adam’s wife, Andrea —
www.woodcouldshould.org.  You can also
just turn up on any or all of the Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday (if there are any trees left to
plant by then) - the postcode is TA21 OHW,
and the what3words location finder is:

speakers.lawful.corkscrew.

Lawrence Simanowitz

Spinning and
Woolcraft
Group

Meeting arrangements
will be confirmed in advance when the re-
minder email is sent out.

If you would like to join us please contact me
and I will add you to the mailing list. Perhaps
you would like to come along and learn to
spin with us?

Or bring along your knitting, crochet or
other needlecraft project. All welcome.

Next Sessions
Tuesdays: 4th and 18th February
4th and 18th March
at 2.30pm

Contact Pauline: on 01823 672222 or
email pjw200355@gmail.com
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e o Bathealton
[ Village Hall
IASNBRIYYLE POP UP CAFE

Why not ‘drop in’ to
our ‘Pop up’.

A friendly warm space: time to catch up with
old friends or meet new ones.

‘Make new friends or catch up with old; the new
are silver and the old are gold’.

When: Monday 3" February

Menu
Homemade Game pie** or Mushroom tart
Served with mashed potato and
braised red cabbage

Sweet
Homemade: Apple Pie with custard followed by
unlimited Coffee or a selection of teas

We will serve food from 12 noon till 2.00 pm
All for £8.00 with a percentage going to the
village hall fund. We have raised £240 for the
village hall since re-starting in September 2024

** if you really love game pie then ring and
reserve a place. Call Del on 07980994082,
leave a message or send a text.

STAWLEY MILL

W

JOIN US FOR |

BOOKS & BISCUITS
COFFEE & CAKE

5TH ,np 19TH FEBUARY

10aM —12.30PM



http://www.woodcouldshould.org

Ashbrittle Parish Council
Meeting 13 th January 2025

Present: Charles Doble, Jeremy Robbins, Philip
Wilson, Paul Leyland and Charlotte Westcott

1. Welcome to new Councillor Charlotte

2. Previous minutes and any matters arising:
The minutes were approved. PW confirmed the
outstanding issue over the Heartbeat Trust invoice
has been satisfactorily resolved.

3. Planning

JR confirmed all councillors were all responsible

for their feedback on planning applications, and

that APC only has an advisory role in planning.
CD said he thought the planning applica-

tions might now be going to PW. PW was una-

ware of this but said he would check.

4. Highways

CD asked if APC would fund the clearing of a
roadside ditch near Heniton Hill. The contractor
charges £350 per day and it was thought it would
be easily achieved in less than a day. Everyone
agreed this should be fine.

PW shared concerns that the budget could
be over-stretched if this was one of many pay-
ments. This led to a discussion that the county
council has implied that parish councils will be-
come increasingly responsible for the mainte-
nance of highways - PW to contact the County
Council for more exact information.

'PL said there was a page on the County
Councils site for reporting potholes and said he
would share it on the Parish Council Facebook
page and parish magazine.
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-
parking/potholes-and-road-damage/

5. Finance

PW Reported on the finances for 24-25, prior ex-
penditure and budgeted items. There is still mon-
ey itemised for repair and possible replacement of
finger posts. It was agreed the the best solution
was to simply repaint those posts in reasonable
condition and leave the more modern plastic and
aluminium posts. PL to advertise for a contractor
on Facebook.

5.1 Precept 2025-26. The application for the new
precept must be submitted by the end of the Janu-
ary. PW said our current spending exceeded the
current precept due to support of the local shop
provided by APC and other relevant PCs . It was
discussed whether APC should consider raising
the amount requested for 25-26 in light of the
County Councils withdrawal of various annual
grants and inflation. Two scenarios were looked
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into which would have a minimum impact on the
council tax payments in the parish. After discus-
sion about rising costs and the role of the APC it
was agreed by all that we should increase the pre-
cept in line with the 25-26 increase in State Pen-
sion of 4.1% to £2,395.00 and there was a need to
develop a future plan for the APC over the com-
ing year so next year’s precept could be judged
more accurately and set accordingly.

Everyone agreed that some form of parish

plan was needed. JR to explore the historic record
of such planning. CW will also look into what
might be involved.
5.2 PL said that he had looked into the legalities
of the council funding the church. He thought that
the funding might be restricted to the churchyard
and the clock as these are seen as community as-
sets. CD disagreed with this and said it was de-
pendent on interpretation. CD suggested that a
‘Friends of the Church’ could be created to help
with future funding. Councillors were supportive
of this idea. JR said there was already various
friends of the church including flower arrangers
and clock winders to consult along with others in
the community. As one of the clock winders PL
indicated that he would not want any broader re-
sponsibility.

PL noted it had been mentioned at the last
meeting to bring together various community
groups such as APC, The Village Hall Commit-
tee, and Ashbrittle Arts to consider how best to
support the Church.

6. Date of next meeting - April 14th 2025.

Paul Leyland, Minutes Secretary
Lunch Club

Our Christmas lunch club now seems like a long
distant memory. Anthony Weeks talked about
reindeer, both local and further afield. As ever he
received an enthusiastic reception. This was fol-
lowed by a traditional Christmas lunch with all
the trimmings, plus some extras. Jackie White
excelled herself as usual.

Our next lunch club is on Thursday Febru-
ary 27th at 12.00 noon in the village hall. We are
delighted that our speaker will be James Rowsell,
the owner of Ashbrittle Stud. We are used to see-
ing beautiful horses in the surrounding fields or
walking sedately on the road. James will explain
the work of the stud and introduce us to the vari-
ous seasonal activities.

My contact details for
email harlingdelia@gmail.com or
01823 672203.

booking are:
telephone

Delia Harling
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v Dog Trainng
B0k

% Reward based methods
% Accredited Trainer
o 121 Sessions

%’ Group Classes

allforwoofs.co.uk
allforwoofs@gmail.com
07749 261772

The Bowen Technique

Kate Weeks cert ECBS MFHT MBTPA
Muscle and Fascia release.

A gentle, intelligent approach to treating a wide
range of muscular skeletal and systemic issues,
including;

Back pain, neck pain, shoulder problems, head-
aches/migraines, TMJ problems, bursitis, fasciit-
is, SPD, pelvic issues and infant colic to name
but a few.

Safe for all age groups and during pregnancy.
Bowen specialist with 20 years experience.

Clinics held at The Terrace, Taunton.
01823 338968/07721 462096
kateweeksbowen(@btinternet.com

Al B

OLD MAN OAK &

’ THE OLD MILL TRACEBRIDGE WELLINGTON SOMERSET TA21 OHG

07753814553

L 4 o P&
VENISON FOR SALE
MINCE, DICED, STEAKS, JOINTS
All naturally harvested!
Bespoke orders fulfilled too - just call me to ask.
If you'd like to go on the Whatsapp group, please let me know. Ant.

FURNITURE MAKER

MICHAEL COOPER STUDIO

Traditional fine woodwork.
Designed and crafted to commission.

07919 020886 -
hello@michaelcooper.studio



mailto:kateweeksbowen@btinternet.com

Mondays from 10.30am at

Wiveliscombe . " "
Wiveliscombe Community

Centre

Lunch

Come and join us for an incredible, two
course, home cooked lunch for just £5

7o SRS
We have many activities, cards, dominoes,
chair Pilates, crafts, a warm place to read
or just come for a cuppa and a chat!
Bring a friend or family member, the more the merrier,
just let us know in advance!

Tobook a place and for further information
please email: wiveylunchclub@gmail.com
orring Eileen 01964 624374

Cleaning and Home Help

One off or regular jobs

General cleaning

My cleaning products or yours
End of tenancy cleaning
Help with shopping
Dog walking

And much more

References
available
Call Sarah on
07772 761677
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BURRAW <

burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508

Septic Tank Owners
register your interest
in a fully-funded upgrade

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local
river catchment we are operating a septic tank
replacement scheme using private funding.

We install wastewater treatment plants that
remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a
positive impact on the environment.

Register on our website today.

e ﬂ'f.—

Home & Garden Services

Emma
% S

Are you finding yourself:
-‘Struggling with the Juggling”?
- Needing someone experienced with a wide range of physical,
mental and neurological health issues and sensory loss?
- Or are things just starting to seem more difficut these days?
Here is what | have to offer you:

Home: Spring cleaning, Ironing and One off. Food Prep
Garclen: Maintenance, Allotment, Clearance

Supporting your independence: taking care of jobs that are
getting tricky or empowering you to overcome the bamiers yoursel!

Decluttering & sorting: sensitively supporting you to make your own choices
Admin and Computer Work: organising and deaiing with a whole
range of tasks or helping you make better use of your computer/device

Emma Hurford
Living Well = Support, Home Help and Relief Care

indianamaish@hotmail.com 01823 672003




WELLINGTON PEST CONTROL

WASPS * RODENTS * MOLES

YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS DEALT WITH AT AFFORDABLE COSTS
THAT REFLECT OUR SERVICE TO LOCAL CUSTOMERS

RELIABLE RESPONSE FROM A FRIENDLY, QUALIFIED PEST TECHNICIAN

07731 549669

Kim White D.O.

Registered Osteopath

Freathingcott Farm, Holcombe Rogus,
Wellington TA21 ONG

For appointments please contact the practice on:

01823 672925
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Sympathetic repair and restoration of historic buildings

¥ HISTORIC BUILDING CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION SPECIALISTS

FTRADITIONAL LIME RENDERING, POINTING AND INTERIOR PLASTERING

¥ STONE CONSERVATION AND MASONRY REPAIRS

* FACADE RESTORATION AND PAINT REMOVAL SYSTEMS

* ROOFING AND LEADWORK

*TIMBER WINDOW REPAIRS

*TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY AND BESPOKE JOINERY

F KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE OF WORKING ON ALL FORMS OF LISTED
BUILDINGS, INCLUDING ECCLESIASTICAL

QOur company is accredited by the guild of master
=, Craftsmen, this means we will abide by their code
A of practice so you can be assursed of the highest
€57 quality of workmanship at a reasonable price,

x giving you complete peace of mind at all times.

www.thewessexconservationco.co.uk
info@thewessexconservationco.co.uk
George Hannon: 07727 177467

Will Stevens: 07815 464908

14 George Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8JA

Home Aerials
Blue Shed Fowers

Tel: 01984 623232 Y gL
T W \v
homeaerials@gmail.com N K
All Types of Aerials and Satellite Beautiful flowers - grown locally and

Digital Upgrade Specialists sustainably

Digital Boxes Supplied and Fitted Local gift bouquet delivery and

Wiveliscombe & Surrounding Areas flower subscriptions
Local, Reliable, Experienced Engineer (March — November)

Natural Farewell flowers

Contractors for Local Authorities Weddings and Events

and Housing Associations .
Flower workshops, demonstrations and talks

A Family Run Business Contact Jan on 07525948053 or for more
for over 39 years information or visit:
Please contact Lulu or Martin Milton ywww. blueshedflowers.co.uk
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PHILLIP HUMMEL PLUMBING & HEATING

All domestic plumbing work undertaken.

Oil Boiler service and installation.
Oil Aga / Rayburn Service.
Oil tank service and installation.
Bathroom design and installation. \g
éd\' )

Bathroom and Kitchen Tiling.
Underfloor heating installation.
Unvented hot water cylinder installation. =z

Insured and registered oil heating engineer with OFTEC.
Clean, tidy and polite; references are available if required.

For more information please contact

Registered Phillip Hummel

Oil Heating Home Telephone number. 01823 652782
i Mobile telephone number. 07456668530
Business Email philliphummelplumbing@gmail.com

H Tredwin & Son Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors
15 & 17 North Street, Wellington

Providing a proficient, personal and caring
service at all times.
Fifth generation independent family business
Private chapels of rest Pre-paid funeral plans
www. htredwinandson.co.uk
Contact Nick or Louise Tredwin: Telephone: 01823 672287
Mob: 07702 726264
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RACHEL GUNDRY

LETTER CARVING IN STONE

Headstones Commemorative

Poetry for the Garden = House signs

Sundials Foundation

stones

Carving in situ

Restoration/recarving

Stonehill

Design & Illustration

Visit local studio to see
stone samples and dis-
cuss any enquiry

TEACHING / WORK-
SHOPS AVAILABLE

(L ottoge

rachelgundry@hotmail.co.uk
tel: 01984 624 897
mobile: 07914 822 944 (weekdays)

Wanted

Standing hardwood: Oak, Ash,
Beech etc

TOP PRICES PAID

Call Carl Westcott 07973564759

We also supply:

ASTEOLOGY

Tel: 01823 672900 Ltd

Household bin

full, give us a call!

Dumpy bag service — you fill, we collect!

Any amount and any grade of crushed concrete including delivery if required.
2,4,6,8 & 12 cu skips.
20 & 40 cu Roll On Roll Offs.
Grab hire available to collect your awkward waste.
Asbestos disposal available.

Wasteology Ltd is not limited to council schedules, our only schedule is yours!
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Anthony James

Dip ED., MB.LE, MB.LFD.

Funeral Director

A Dedicated Family Business
24 hours, 7 days a week

Caring Personal Service

Private Chapels of Rest
Golden Charter Pre Payment Funeral Plans

Telephone: 01984 624149 Taunton Funeral Service
55 Bridge Street

Broad Meadow View Taunton
West Road Golden Charter « TA11TP
Wiveliscombe - Tel: (01823)
A4 2TB www tauntonfuneralservice.com . ;zlaﬁ
tfstauntonwivey@aol.com »

;- A.J.WAYGOO0D GB BUILDING

MIMTER 5 MAINTELNANCE
D E CORAT 02 Listed Building Specialist

*Lime Plastering

Internal/External

FREE QUOTATIONS +Cob Repirs
ALL ASPECTS OF DECORATING
FRIENDLY § RELIABLE

*Lathe and Plaster

*Stonework

*Cut Roof, Green Oak etc.

Checkatrade.com )

Where reputation matters

e 07552445388
ema - AAYGOOD@HOTMAIL.COM
WEs  WWWWAYGOODDECORATING COM

Contact Gary Broom
Telephone 01823 283212
or Mobile 07776032289
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WIVEY
HARDWARE

10 WEST STREET
Tek 01984 624268

Tools, Electrical Goods, Paint & DIY,

Kitchenware, Cookware, Seeds, Compost,
Garden Accessories, Camping Equipment,

Wickerware and key cutting service

Honay - Fnday 9am- 5 pm Salurcky 9am -3 pm

The social link
%ountry for the
__lp__k___ countryside

Want to improve your social life?
then join
West Somerset and East Devon
Country Link
An informal group run by the members

Events include meals out, BBQs, country
walks, music & dancing.

For information and a
free programme contact:

Val ~ 01823 461021 or

Colin ~ 07849 757985
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Vehicle repair and maintenance
services based in Wellington.

- Routine servicing, tyres and brakes

- MOTs and seasonal health checks

- Clutch and gearbox replacements

- Diagnostic reports and Auto electrics

Let us help to get your car SORTED!

Call us today on

07727 356728

info@sortedmotorservices.co.uk

sortedmotorservices.co.uk

Unit 3B, Westpark, Wellington Somerset TA21 9AD

KEV’S CLEANING
SERVICES LTD

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

and autside and Sways inchde
wirdderw gills & Framwes.
3] + Skylights ! seiar pane’s | consenatories
and any type of rood,
+ Wie offier reguiar and oo off chears,

01813 272260 07883 451618

WWW.KEYSCLEANINGSERVICES.CO.UK




Chipstable Pm'is;) Hall,

Waterrow

Stunning Village Hall for hire

THE COTTAGE BEYOND -SLEEPS 14+2
HOLIDAYS, REUNIONS AND CELEBRATIONS
in Waterrow
A superb venue available for parties, weddings,
funerals etc. can seat 80 in the hall with addition-
al outside space

Accommodation at
Kittisford Barton Farm
Facilities include an excellent fully equipped

kitchen, large hall with a stage, meeting room
and plenty of outdoor seating potential

Part day from only £30.00, whole day from just
£90.00

For booking information or
further details,
please visit our website at

www.waterrow.org.uk
Orring Lizon - 01984 623431

YONDER VIEW - SLEEPS 2+2
LUXURY CONVERTED SHIPPING CONTAINER

BHLG

co.uk

5S0¢,
% ..
2 . Kittisford Barton’~

Ma Farm

07843529072

S0/
N

%Rean"
Organic Dexter Beef from

Kittisford Barton Farm

£140 - 10kg Beef Box

to include a mix of:
s topside and roasting joints
o fillet, sirloin and rump steaks

e mince, stewing steak, braising
steak and brisket

PLEASE GET IN TOUCH FOR ORDERS.
FROZEN BEEF SOMETIMES AVAILABLE.
WAITING LIST FOR FUTURE FRESH BOXES.

WIVELISCOMBE JOINERY LTD.

Quality Traditional Joinery
Contact Rob Hill
07845 756822
To reserve your box please speak to
John - 07872 971328

kittisfordbartonfarmegmail.com

wiveliscombe.joinery@outlook.com
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FOR LOCAL
CARDS, PRINTS & .
PAINTINGS

Annie Musgrove

Meadow Farm
Greenham

TA210JW

Willowbrook Nursery

and Garden Centre
Your local family-run Garden Centre
Well stocked garden shop
Café and Tea room Bow Aquatic Centre
Pet and Bird Supplies
Sheds B & M Camping

Situated on the A38 between Taunton and Wellington

Telephone: 01823 461324 *Open 7 days a week

www.willowbrooknurseryandgardencentre.co.uk

‘Winesolution’ Wine shop

DAVID PEARCE %@

MANUFACTURER & STOCKIST OF
BEE-KEEPING EQUIPMENT
Hives and Frames
Haddeo, Bathealton, Taunton TA4 2AG
Tel: 01984 623851

HmnonemensFH A~

Gents, Ladies and Children

Janet Morris

Freelance Hairdresser

For appointment or consultation please call:

01823 660191 or 07768648244

Home and
Animal Sitting

. ARABELLA STEVENS |

GREEN & CARTER
Water Engineers — Established 1774
Manufacturers of water powered hydraulic
RAM pumps

General water engineers Bore holes,

Water filtration and purification
Manufacturers of UV water purifiers

and chlorination plant
Telephone: 01823 672365 (24 hrs)
Fax: 01823 672950 Mobile: 07774 108884.

DEVON FENCING

BY SRF TREE SPECIALISTS

ALL TYPES OF AGRICULTURAL
AND DOMESTIC FENCING

Call Sean on:
07774 218349
01823 672765
www.srftreespecialists.com

FLUETOPIA
CHIMNEY SWEEP
SERVICES

Open Fires/Woodburning Stoves/AGAs
and Rayburns/Rain/Bird guards fitted

Paul Cronin Mob: 07980 743192

LOGS+TREE
SURGERY /"’

e dry, seasoned logs 6

* large or small quantities
e cut & split as required

o tree care, felling & lopping
e plant & trailer hire

Carl Westcott
m: 07973 564759

SharperPrint

For all your printing needs
at very competitive prices

Call Matt on 07906 752190
for a quote
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Defibrillators and The Village Local Information

Emergency Telephone System )
Neighbourhood Watch Contact Numbers

(VETS) Greenham & Tracebridge Caro Ayre 01823 672603

Appley Rachel Chesterton 01823 673063

ASHBRITTLE & STAWLEY: Ashbrittle Charles Doble 01823 672365

Stawl Pat Sweet 01823 672380

01823 244104 W‘::‘lﬂl/i:t}:)rd W‘?lli:rvr?eThomas 01823 673143

BATHEALTON: 01984 322919 Springrove Doreen Orton 01823 400731

KITTISFORD, TRACEBRIDGE &

APPLEY: 01823 245101 Police non-emergency number 101

The VETS numbers are available should you
need assistance in an emergency or help to
access a defibrillator. Remember, in the PCSO Brianna Whelan
event of a possible cardiac arrest in your Email: brianna.whelan@avonandsomerset.police.uk
household: ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST IN
AN EMERGENCY AND, IF A CHANCE
ARISES, THEN DIAL THE VETS NUMBER,

Police Beat Team

Parish Councils

SPECIFYING THAT YOU NEED A Ashbrittle - Chairman Charles Doble 01823 672365 or
DEFIBRILLATOR RATHER THAN 672618 Email: charles@greenandcarter.com
GENERAL HELP

Bathealton - Chairman Philip Broad 07584 657106
There are four local defibrillators which are Email: philip.broadl@outlook.com

easy to use and available to anyone. They are Stawley - Chairman Paul Musgrove 01823 672627
permanently lpcated at these places and can Email: stawleypc@stash.org.uk

be found using the //What3words codes
below. Community Halls

Ashbrittle Village Hall, on outside wall e N
Appley Pavilion and Recreation Field

. blurts.ﬂazfs.crouchmg —to book, ring Suzette Williams on 01823 672266
Bathealton Village Hall, on outside wall or email: williamspfa@outlook.com
relatives.widgets.rolled
Kittisford New House Farm, on wall, Ashbrittle Village Hall

—to book, ring Pat Gainey on 01823 672760 or

opposite church  bonkers.regime.lyricist 07713 276656

Stawley Shop, on outside wall
messaging.servers.quaking | | Bathealton Village Hall

These are all accessible 24 hours a day and — to book, ring Tilly Willis on 01984 624459

no access codes are required.

— - Local Groups
Editorial Policy

Please note that the views expressed in this| | Stawley under Fives at the Appley Pavilion.

: T Becky Allder Pre-schools Manager
magazine are the responsibility of the Swallows, Sampford Arundel 01823 672342 Mon/Tues

individual author(s) and are not necessarily the | | g, yiey Under Fives 07707 416871 Weds/Thurs/Fri
views held by the editors of the Parish News.

PARISH NEWS DETAILS

The Editors and the next issue deadline date are on the back cover. Please send items for publication to the Editors in good
time to ensure publication. There is only a short time between the deadline and the printing of the Parish News and late items may
not be included. We are pleased to receive items in any form (typed, in long hand, or by email). Naturally, we prefer items by
email ashparishnews@gmail.com when they should be in Microsoft "Word' format, as this saves a great deal of typing!

Advertising Our rates are £1.40 per month for a small box, £3.00 for a quarter page, £6.00 for a half page and £12.00 for a whole
page. Advertising for community events, charity and church fundraising events in our area are normally carried free of charge.
Occasional one-off adverts from residents in our area seeking to sell or buy an article or seeking to acquire or offer a service are
also carried free of charge. In all cases the style, layout and size allocated to an advert is at the discretion of the Editors.

Editors: Maurice Stanbury 01823 672216 and Avril Silk 01823 672131 e-mail address: ashparishnews@gmail.com
Treasurer: Andrew Millard, Barton Barn, Kittisford, Wellington TA21 ORZ Bank details: Account Name: The Parish News,
Sort Code: 30-98-45. Acc. no. 01828373  Distribution: Pat Sweet 01823 672380

Printed by Sharper Print Tel 07906 752190
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

January 2025

30th 12 noon Lunch Club in Ashbrittle Village Hall

February

Ist 7.00 pm ‘Zefte’ - Gypsy Music and Dancing Ashbrittle Arts
in the Village Hall

3rd 12 noon - 2.00 pm Pop-up Café - Bathealton Village Hall

7th 6.30 pm Quiz night in Waterrow Village Hall

8th 7.00 pm ‘Bathealton’s Brilliant Quiz Night’ at the Village Hall

12th and 26th 10.00 - 12.30 pm  Books, Biscuits, Coffee and Cakes at Stawley Mill

14th 7.00 pm Kittisford Pudding Club at Springers, Kittisford

15th 10.00 - 12 noon Coffee, Cake and Chat in Ashbrittle Village Hall

28th 7.30 pm Quiz night at the Appley Pavilion

April

27th The Big Breakfast at Appley Pavilion

May

10th 2.30 pm onwards  Plant Sale at Hellings, Bathealton

10th From 7.00 pm Appley Pavilion 20th Birthday Celebrations

June

7th 2.00 - 5.00 pm Stawley Church Garden Party at Stawley Mill.

i

Dennis Sheehan and Daisy Sheehan

Next Deadline Date: Friday 21st February 2025
Editors: Maurice and Avril
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