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  Published from about 1965                                PARISH NEWS                             September 2024 

For the Parishes of ASHBRITTLE with GREENHAM, BATHEALTON, STAWLEY and KITTISFORD 

Church Services 
 

Sunday 1st September        Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity             
9.30 a.m.                             Parish Communion                         STAWLEY 
11.15 a.m.                             Sung Eucharist                                ROCKWELL GREEN 
 
Sunday 8th September**     Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity           
10.15 a.m.                         Licensing of Rev’d Andrew Barton   ROCKWELL GREEN 
 
Sunday 15th September    Sixteenth Sunday after Trintiy                                
9.30 a.m.                             Morning Prayer                               KITTISFORD  
11.15 a.m.                              Sung Eucharist                                 ROCKWELL GREEN  
 
Sunday 22nd September    Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
9.30 a.m.                              Holy Communion                 BATHEALTON 
11.15 a.m.                             Sung Eucharist                                  ROCKWELL GREEN 
 
Friday 27th September 
6.30 p.m.                              Harvest Festival                              SAMPFORD ARUNDEL 
 
Sunday 29th September      Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
9.30 a.m.                             BCP Communion                      GREENHAM 
12.30 p.m.   Harvest Festival Service          THORNE St MARGARET 
                                             at Rewe Farm, Thorne St Margaret    

Churchwardens and Clergy 
Ashbrittle with Greenham 
   Charles Doble, The Old Rectory, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LQ   01823 672365 
   David Hanks, Manley House, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LE    01823 672436 
 
Bathealton  Andrew Lyle,  Road Hill House, Bathealton, TA4 2AW    01984 629013 
   Sarah Eustice, Oakwood, Spring Grove, TA4 1NL    01823 401248 
 
Kittisford  Annie Musgrove, Meadow Farm, Greenham, TA21 0JW   01823 672627 
 
Stawley  Penny Hare, Stawley Mill, Wellington, TA21 0HT    01823 672183 
   Colin Haddrell, Tucks Farm, Stawley,   TA21 0HS    01823 672533 
 

 Front cover: Egret - a woodcut by Delia Harling 

 
**Everyone in our parishes is invited to the Celebration for a New Ministry 

of  
The Reverend Andrew Barton 

as Priest in Charge 
of the new benefice of West Tone 

by  
The Rt Reverend Michael Beasley, Bishop of Bath and Wells 

and The Venerable Simon Hill, Archdeacon of Taunton 
at 

Rockwell Green Church on Sunday 8th September at 10.15 a.m.  
 

Refreshments will be provided after the service 
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Thought for the Month 
 

Quakerspeak 
Following Ali Dominy’s interview with the Oak 
tree at Spiceland Quaker Meeting House, I was 
inspired to reflect on my own attendance at 
Wellington Meeting. One of the many joys of 
attending Wellington, or indeed, any, Quaker 
Meeting, is the time-honoured use of centuries-
old words and phrases. These can be baffling for 
newcomers. I am indebted to Ealing Quaker 
Meeting for their comprehensive jargon-busting 
site.  

https://www.ealingquakers.org.uk/about/jargon-
buster 

I could have done with reading this forty years 
ago!  Here’s a selection: 

 

Discern – to seek the leading of the Spirit in 
reaching a decision, often in a Meeting for 
Worship for Business. Quakers love discernment 
about anything and everything and don’t use 
voting to reach a decision. 

 

Concern – an idea or prompting by the Spirit that 
leads a Friend to take on an issue as a personal 
crusade. The Friend will probably bring their 
concern to their business meeting to be tested, 
that is to see if it is a true ‘concern’ or simply a 
‘notion’. Quakers try to judge rarely, but deciding 
when something is a notion is one time when they 
do. Not the kindest term. Not often used. 

 

Occur – as in ‘This Friend’s name would not 
have occurred to me’, used when deciding on 
nominations of Quakers to particular roles as a 
way of disagreeing with whether an individual is 
appropriate for a role. 

 

My Friend speaks my mind – said during 
business meetings when another Friend has just 
spoken exactly what you were thinking, and you 
cannot stop yourself from saying something. 

 

Prevented – when a Friend can’t make Meeting 
for Worship. 

 

And here’s two I’d never heard of: 

 

Daffodil ministry – every spring a Friend notices 
how lovely the daffodils look as they come to 
meeting for worship, and they minister about how 
lovely the world is. Sometimes a pejorative term 
to describe uncritical and predictable ministry. 
 

Popcorn ministry – There are days when 
everybody seems to have something to say at 
meeting for worship. There is little or no silence, 

and people burst into ministry like a panful of 
popcorn on the stove. A pejorative term. 

 One of my favourites is Right ordering – 
the correct manner of doing things, in keeping 
with Quaker tradition and practice - a body of 
wisdom and insights that has evolved over three 
hundred years of seeking the guidance of the 
Spirit. 
 The English language is another source of 
joy and delight, with its own hotly debated rules 
for right ordering. I will re-visit this splendidly 
controversial subject in another article! 

 

Avril Silk 
 

 
Harvest Festival  

Lunch 
at  

Stawley Mill 
 

On Sunday 6th October 
 

£10.00 per head 
 

Please contact Penny Hare on 
01823 672183 to book your place.  

Kittisford Harvest Festival 

Sunday 20th October at 4.30 pm 

Everyone is welcome to join us in a  

service of celebration with the  

Village Festival Choir 

Light refreshments after the service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Annie Musgrove for further information 

https://www.ealingquakers.org.uk/about/jargon-buster#testingaconcern
https://www.ealingquakers.org.uk/about/jargon-buster#notion
https://www.ealingquakers.org.uk/about/jargon-buster#ministry
https://www.ealingquakers.org.uk/about/jargon-buster#meetingforworship
https://www.ealingquakers.org.uk/about/jargon-buster#ministry
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Stawley Flower and Produce Show 
Sunday 8th September  

 
The schedule and entry forms are included with 
this month’s issue of the Parish News. They will 
also be available from the Stawley Village Shop. 
 Staging will be on Saturday, 7th September 
from 6.00pm - 8.00pm and Sunday 8th September 
from 8.00am - 10am. 
 Please return entry forms by Thursday 5th 
September to suejacoby@gmail.com or to the Vil-
lage Shop. Payment either on the day or with the 
entry form at the Shop. Late entries on the day 
are £1.00 each. 
 Any enquiries contact me by email or on 
07471 202971. 

Sue Jacoby 

 

 
 
 
 
 

We Meet for  
Worship at Spiceland every Sunday at 

10.30am till 11.30am – this is a blended 
Meeting also available on Zoom –  

All are very welcome.  
 

Spiceland is open for Heritage Day 
on 

Sunday 15th September 2024 

2 – 5pm 

Burial Grounds and Meeting House open to 
the public 

You are welcome to bring your own 
refreshments to enjoy in the peaceful 

surroundings of the grounds 
 

COME AND SEE US – ONLY 1.5 MILES FROM 
UFFCULME AND SIGNPOSTED  

FROM THE A38 
http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/ 

Quaker Meeting for  
Worship  

at Spiceland   

Village Oil Group 
 

The next oil delivery is due on  
Wednesday 9th October 

To place an order, please email: 
judy.milne@btopenworld.com or contact  

Judy or Michael Milne on 01823 672205 by the 
Monday before the Wednesday delivery 

New members always welcome 

 

A Celebration of Autumn 

Stawley Church 

 

Wednesday 16th October 

7.00pm 
 

  

 

 All are welcome to join the Village 
Festival Choir, led by John Young, in 

singing some favourite music  
and sharing readings to celebrate 
Harvest and the arrival of autumn. 

 

Ashbrittle Art and Craft Group 
 

NOTICE OF CLOSURE 
 

Unfortunately, due to the dwindling membership 
since lockdown, the decision has been made  

finally to close this group 
 

I would like to thank all members past and pre-
sent, for their participation and encouragement 

in the art and craft sessions we have held 
 

   Pauline Wood 

mailto:suejacoby@gmail.com
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Silverware for the 2nds! 
 
As we approach the final few weeks of the 2024 
cricket season, we've had a recent run of both 
good and bad news from the club. 
 Unfortunately it wasn't to be in the West 
Somerset League Cup Final for our 1st XI vs 
Over Stowey, painfully losing with just eight balls 
to spare. However the 1st's are still well in the 
hunt for the Division 1 title, only needing twenty 
six points to guarantee the trophy with two fix-
tures left to play. 
 It was also a brilliant weekend for our 2nd 
XI who have secured the Division 4 title along 
with promotion to Division 3! This result is an 
incredible achievement for our 2nd's as this will 
be their first promotion from the 4th Division 
since their inception. After consistent performanc-
es this year, they secured top spot going into what 
would've been the play-off games.  
 However, we recently had news that the 
play-off games were to be cancelled this year due 
to lack of players from all sides. This means that 
the 2nds have won the title! 
 The 1st XI still have two fixtures to go 
against Stoke St Mary away, and then a huge 
game vs 2nd place Bagborough at home to con-
clude the season. 
 
Remaining fixtures 
There will be a Family Fun Evening following the 
Bagborough fixture on 31st August with the very 
first Ashbrittle Olympics, BBQ, Music, Games 
and a raffle!  
 Please feel free to bring family and friends, 
as we look to celebrate a successful season for 
both 1st and 2nd Teams! 
 If you'd like to bring a raffle prize, that 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Callum Hamer  
News from the Parish News  

 
Donation received from: 
 Sarah Royal 
 
Thanks again, for your kind support.  Donations 
may be left at Stawley Shop or sent directly to 
the Treasurer.  Details inside back cover. 
 

Andrew Millard, Treasurer   

 

Ashbrittle, Stawley 

and Clayhanger 

Cricket Club 

New arrivals 
 

If anyone is aware of someone moving into any 
of our parishes, would they please let me know, 
on 01823 672054 so that I can supply them with 
a ‘Welcome Pack’ as was previously supplied by 
the RCI. 
 Many thanks.  Mike Parkinson 
  

Bathealton Parish Walk 

 

Come and join us  
 

Why : great time to have 
a nice walk with the local 
community and meet new 

friends.  Bring your  
children and dogs (on 

leads). 
 

 When: Sunday 15th September  

at 2.00 p.m. 

Meet at Bathealton Village Hall  

what3words ///striving.depended.testy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ashbrittle Village Hall 

 
Saturday 21st September 

 
10.00 - 12.00 noon 

 
Unlimited Coffee and Delicious Home Baked 

Cakes available, for just £4.00. 
 

Please come and join us - all welcome ! 
 

 

Coffee, Cake and 

Chat 
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     ! APPLE DAY !    

 

APPLEY PAVILION, TA21 0HH 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 6TH 

 

FREE APPLE PRESSING 10.00 - 3.00 

(£5 for use of pasteuriser) 

 

FREE ENTRY 

 

BRING YOUR OWN APPLES  

and BOTTLES  

 

BANGERS & MASH SERVED 12-2.00 

Apple Cakes and Apple Pies for sale 

 

 

Any queries please call Rachael Oliver on 01823 672179 
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Silence 
 
“Silence!”  Shouts the angry teacher to their unru-
ly class.  Suddenly there is quiet, but the air is 
filled with the noiseless collective whimper of a 
cowering dog.  Silence may be silent but not al-
ways quiet. 
 Consider the triumphant end of a grand 
symphony, coming to a loud crescendo, then stop-
ping.  Not a sound between then and the rapturous 
applause which soon erupts.  That absence of 
sound for a few seconds has a lot to say, and all 
part of the experience of orchestra and people. 
 We all like peace and quiet.  It rests us.  It 
uplifts us.  It is comforting like a cuddly toy, after 
a lot of noise, clamour and busyness.  After a day 
spent in a city, touring the shops, we come home.  
If the weather is warm and sunny, we sit in the 
garden, cup of tea to hand, and admire the view.  
Peace.  Silence.  Apart from the birds twittering in 
the bushes, a distant throb of a tractor and an oc-
casional breeze lisping through nearby branches. 
 
“But my words like silent raindrops fell and ech-
oed in the wells of silence.” (Paul Simon) 
 
Writers have spoken of the idea that the stars and 
planets have sounds, even music.  It all looks very 
quiet to us.  Suppose we were able to fly to the 
sun, in a non-inflammable spaceship:  we go well 
into the outer flames of our star, and then open a 
window.  What might we hear?  Anything?  Or a 
vast confusion of burning and explosions, too im-
mense and terrifying to hear?  The noise of Lon-
don’s traffic at rush hour would be silence by 
comparison. 
 Let’s go back to the quiet garden.  Imagine 
you are there.  Close down on hearing the noise of 
your own breathing, and still the thoughts if only 
for a while.  Listen.  In the quiet, what do you 
hear?  In the box below, jot down the noises you 
noticed, from the louder, more obvious ones, to 
the more distant, unobtrusive discoveries. 

Did you do that? Did you enjoy it?  What may 
have seemed like silence wasn’t, was it?  Yet if 
silence is made equal with quiet, then there was a 
quietness about it, sometimes inspiring, some-
times brooding, that depends, perhaps, on the 
mood. 
 You may like to take it further.  You are 
still in your place of relaxation.  Listen again to 
what you had been hearing.  This time, in your 

mind, your feelings, your inner being, try to reach 
out beyond what you’ve heard.  Reach for the 
stars, if you like.  Reach for the silence of the uni-
verse.  Spend a while moving yourself out there, 
as far as you can.  What do you hear? 
 Or rather, what do you sense? 
That great silence has a power, even a presence 
that you become aware of, and that enfolds you as 
part of itself.  After all, you are a being of your 
garden and of the universe, in the silence that’s all 
around you.  
 That’s what the Bible means when it says 
“Be still, and know that I am God.”  It’s what the 
Christian knows as the basis of prayer. 

 

Martin Perry 

Pat’s Guitar  
Services 

 
Re-string 

Professional  
set ups  

Fret dress 
Re-fret 

Wiring alterations 
& pickup mods 

Repairs 
 

Professional guitar servicing  
and repairs. 

 
Contact: patrick.weeks@btinternet.com 

07724338853 
 

The Old Mill, Tracebridge, Wellington, 
Somerset, TA21 0HG 

Garden too small? 
 

The garden in front of the skittle alley  
in Ashbrittle, next to the village hall,  

is available.  
 

Long term tenant preferred 
£200 per annum, proceeds to Church Funds. 

 
Apply by email please to: 

charles@greenandcarter.com 

 

mailto:patrick.weeks@btinternet.com
mailto:charles@greenandcarter.com
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Seasonal Help Wanted 
 

Various positions available including: 

 Making and decorating Christmas wreaths and mantles,  

Serving customers in the Christmas shop. 

Help harvesting & selling Christmas trees. 

Assisting delivery of trees. 

Hours to suit (daytime, evening & weekend)  

Throughout November and December.   

Age 16+ 

Please contact us by email for more details 

info@langfordlakes.co.uk 
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Lunch Club 
 

Our latest speakers were Jo Hartas with Sue 
Jacoby and Anna Lisa D'eath.  The topic was 
'what to do with a garden in August which is ei-
ther suffering from floods or drought'. 
 Discussion was lively and varied with lots 
of hard information about hardy plants and lots of 
audience participation. 
 We also had the good fortune to see a short 
film of Jo in her garden made by Michael Fairfax 
and originally destined for the BBC. It all looked 
wonderfully dreamy and relaxing, as if absolutely 
no work had been involved. 
 In September our speaker will be Jeremy 
Hammett, a neighbour from Appley.  Having 
spent a career as a marine engineer he retired ear-
ly and concentrated on his overwhelming interest 
in Astrophotography.  He has bought a large tele-
scope and set it up in Appley. 
 Jeremy will give us an introduction into 
what we may see in the night sky with illustrated 
descriptions of objects he has photographed. 
 If you would like to come to what is sure to 
be a most interesting talk, please book a place, no 
later than Monday 23rd September, at lunch club. 
 The date is Thursday 26th September at 
12.00 noon.  My contact details for booking are: 
email harlingdelia@gmail.com or telephone 
01823 672203. 

Delia Harling 
 
 

  
 

Meeting arrangements 
will be confirmed in  advance when the re-

minder email is sent out. 
   

If you would like to join us please contact me 
and I will add you to the mailing list.  Per-

haps you would like to come along and learn 
to spin with us? 

Or bring along your knitting, crochet or  
other needlecraft project. All welcome. 

 
Next Sessions  

 Tuesdays: 3rd and 17th September 
           1st and 15th October 
                at 2.30pm 

 
Contact Pauline: on 01823 672222 or  

email pjw200355@gmail.com 

  Spinning and             
Woolcraft  

Group 

mailto:harlingdelia@gmail.com
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Stawley Community Association 

 
 

A Significant Milestone 
 

September sees a number of significant steps forward in the transition of the Village Shop & 
Tea Room to a Community Volunteer led business.  As of 1st September, the SCA takes over 
the running of the Village Shop & Tea Room.  
 
Thank you to both Sally and Martin for kindly taking on and running the shop over the last six 
months.  Their valued support has allowed us to reach this significant milestone in the life of 
Stawley Shop. 
 
As part of this change we warmly welcome Vikki Voysey into the newly created position of shop 
coordinator.  Vikki will support our volunteer team with the business administration, including 
supplier and stock management. 
 
Key to this change, is the increased support of our wonderful volunteers, who have re-organised 
themselves to ensure that all the shop opening hours can be covered, with a new, refreshed 
menu for the tea room.. Our volunteers are key; their continued commitment, freely providing 
their valuable time and skills, makes all the difference and allows the continuity of our communi-
ty shop. If you can spare some time, then please come and join the growing volunteer team. 
 
Our Setup Fundraising, that was commenced in August, with a target of £10,000, is rapidly pro-
gressing, having already reached in excess of a third of our requirements. Thank you to those 
who have already kindly donated, it is so appreciated. 
 
If you can support, no matter how large or small, please could you donate via a bank transfer to: 
 Account Name: Stawley Community Association Ltd 

 Bank: HSBC 

 Sort Code: 40-46-05 

 Acc. No: 41236350 

 

If you would like to reach out and discuss, then please either, email  
scacommunityshop@gmail.com or telephone. 
 
 Nigel Paterson (Chair) 
 Stawley Community Association 
 Telephone: 07795 664043 
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Bathealton Village Hall AGM Minutes 
 
Present: Stephen Cottrell (SC), Shelley Ward 
(SW), Dennis Sheehan (DS), Jess Bunn (JB), Phil 
Broad (PB), Mike Tarr, Adele Broad, Chris 
Campbell 
Apologies: Tilly Willis, Simone van der Linden 
 
Minutes: Agreed by all 
 
Chairman’s Report:  
The attic sale was a great success and raised about 
£400. There was also a music evening, and talk 
about Grand House decorations.  A very well at-
tended quiz was enjoyed by all. 
 Further events had been curtailed by the 
need to renew the floor and install new kitchen 
equipment. 
 There was a question over who had decided 
on the make of cooker and sink as no members of 
the committee seemed to have been involved in 
the decision. 
 
Finances: 
The report, produced by the treasurer, was re-
viewed and agreed. 
 
Election of members: 
All members of the committee are Trustees of the 
Village Hall. 
Stephen Cottrell: Acting Chairman and Treasurer 
Shelley Ward: Secretary 
Dennis Sheehan: Estates 
Tilly Willis: Booking Secretary 
Additional Members: 
Adele Broad – proposed by SC, seconded by DS – 
agreed by all; Simone van der Linden – proposed 
by JB, seconded by SW – agreed by all. 
 All other members were re-elected. 
 
User Group Members: 
Parish Council: Jess Bunn 
Parochial Church Council: Stephen Cottrell 
Pop up café: Adele Broad 
 
Appointment of Independent Examiner: 
David Hugh-Smith 
 
AOB: 
SC stated that all the fire extinguishers had appro-
priate certificates. Fire drill was discussed 
 Mike Tarr thanked DS, SC,  PB and CC for 
their hard work renovating the village hall. An 
excellent job had been done on a very tight budget 
as the members had done the work themselves. 
All the village hall committee members agreed as 
previously recorded. 

Shelley Ward (Secretary) 

Rainfall Statistics (inches)  
for July 

 
       2020     2021     2022     2023     2024 
        1.68      3.66      0.55      4.25      3.03 

 
Val Coots 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday 3rd September 

and 1st October 
9.00 - 10.00am  

 
with PCSO Brianna Whelan 
Tel  07761 405460 or email: 

 brianna.whelan@avonandsomerset.police.uk 

Beat Surgery  

Stawley Village Shop  
and  

Tearoom 

mailto:brianna.whelan@avonandsomerset.police.uk
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The trees are thriving in our new wood! 
 

We completed our summer maintenance weekend 
recently and it was really exciting to see how well 
the trees, that all you wonderful donors and vol-
unteers planted in February, are doing. 
 From a personal perspective, we may not 
have been all that happy about the very wet first 
half to this year, but the trees have loved the rain 
which has helped them get off to a great start.  A 
great relief after the type of severe droughts expe-
rienced in recent years where competition for wa-
ter can mean saplings struggle and tree losses can 
be high.  
 We’ve recently inspected the trees and 
found around twenty trees that have not sur-
vived, which is only about 1% of what we plant-
ed.  On average losses are around 10% so we’re 
doing really well so far, though it’s early days in 
the life of our trees and there are still likely to be 
more losses. 
 The weekend involved checking all the 
trees and guards and resetting any that had fallen 
over.  The grass has grown long so sometimes 
these were hard to spot but in nearly all cases the 
sapling was still there poking up through the 
grass. 
 Where we could see that grass was growing 
inside the tube and smothering the sapling we lift-
ed the tube and weeded around the tree to give it 
some light. Many of the tubes were clear of grass 
which could be because of the vigorous 
‘screefing’ many were doing whilst planting in 
February. A special thanks to the ‘screefers’. 
 
Amazing growth 
It was amazing to see how much the trees had 
grown; depending on the species some were al-
ready half way up the tube and several already 
surging out of the top. Some of the thorny shrubs 
even had berries! 
 We’ve also started monitoring biodiversity; 
plants, birds and insects, in the field. Steve, the 
ecologist at Protect Earth has suggested several 
types of surveys such as nesting birds, a butterfly 
transect and moth traps and we are enlisting 
‘citizen scientists’ to help carry these out.  It’s 
going to be very interesting to track how it chang-
es over time, hopefully for the better. Do let us 
know if you or anyone you know would be inter-
ested in helping out with this. 
 We have been impressed already by the 
number of butterflies flocking to the field, despite 
it being less than a year since sheep grazing was 
halted.   We will keep monitoring, as the wood-
land develops, over the years (and decades), and 
keep you updated. 
 Do visit the website https://
woodcouldshould.org/ or follow on Instagram for 

more photos and news on the project including 
our plans for a wildlife pond and the work we are 
planning to restore the existing woodland, and 
please take a look around the field any time you 
happen to be going near that part of Somerset 
(and share what you see). 
 Looking ahead we will shortly be reserving 
the remaining 2850 trees to plant next February 
and will keep you posted on dates. 
 

Adam, Kiran and Lawrence. 
 

 

Meadow Pasture Hay 
 

Small Bales 
Good Quality Late 2023 Cut Hay 

 
Low sugar (5/6% Refractometer reading) 

No pesticides. 
 

Suitable for older and laminitic  
horses and ponies 

 
TA21 Stawley area 

Buyer Collects 
 

Tel. 01823 673303 or  07981 164 111 
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Stawley Parish Council  
Minutes of the Meeting held at Appley Pavilion 
at 7:30 pm on the 6th August 2024 
 
Parish Councillors present: Chairman, Paul 
Musgrove (PM), Sarah Jones (SJ), Matt Vellacott 
(MV), Olga Dawer (OD) - see below. 
 
Co-option of new Councillor – Olga Dawer was 
co-opted as a Councillor, signed the declaration of 
duties and interests and took part in the following 
parts of the meeting.  
 
Finance:  The current bank balance is £13,611.63. 
Savings:  As part of the application to the Unity 
Bank a “business plan” has to be provided.  A 
draft of this is being prepared and will be dis-
cussed and possibly approved at the next Council 
Meeting.   
 
Planning 
 35/24/0005 - Demolition of part of school 
buildings with erection of a single storey 2 No. 
classroom primary school with relocation of cano-
py structure and associated external works at 
Stawley Primary School, Stawley.  It was agreed 
that this application should be supported but a 
comment should be added highlighting the prob-
lems of traffic flow and requesting a sustainable 
transport report to encourage parents to make al-
ternative arrangements to parking outside the gate 
of the school. 
 35/24/0006 - Application for Prior Approval 
for proposed change of use from agricultural 
building to 1 No. dwelling house (Class C3) and 
associated building operations at Stawley Wood 
Farm, Stawley Wood, Stawley, Wellington. No 
comment. 
 43/24/0065 - Application for a Lawful De-
velopment Certificate for the existing change of 
use of agricultural land to residential curtilage at 
Woodpeckers, Ham Hill, Stawley, Wellington.  
No comment.  
 
Reports from Members 
Roads – It was suggested that the turning to 
Cothay outside Greenham Barton was very dan-
gerous because of a lack of a sight line towards 
Greenham bridge.  This could be improved by the 
provision of a mirror on the wall of Greenham 
Barton.  The owners of the house will be ap-
proached to determine whether they would agree 
to this. 
Footpaths –  Mr Melrose, who has been an excel-
lent Footpath Warden in our area, may be rede-
ployed.  This may mean more self-help in the Par-
ish for footpath maintenance.  
 The meeting closed at 8:14 p.m. 
 

The full minutes can be viewed at https://
stash.org.uk/  

Paul Musgrove, Chairman 
 

 
Wivey Cares - an Introduction 

 
Wivey Cares is a Charity registered project run by 
the community for the community.  The activities 
of the organisation cover the ‘ten parishes’ which 
include Ashbrittle, Bathealton and Stawley. 
 Wivey Cares was set up in September 2019. 
In its first year it served one hundred and five cli-
ents and recruited eighteen Micro-Providers (Self 
Employed Carers) and twenty two volunteers.  
 We now have fifty Self Employed Carers, 
and in the current business year have dealt with 
one hundred and thirty seven client requests so 
far. Since our inception we have cared for more 
than five hundred clients! 
 Care ranges from companionship to full per-
sonal care. Our only expense is the coordinator 
who maintains a list of carers, receives referrals 
and sends a few to the person needing support. 
The client then choses the carer they wish to em-
ploy and then a contract is signed between the cli-
ent and the carer. 
 This pioneering project has many benefits 
including :- 
 

• local carers looking after the elderly in their 
own community 

• hugely reducing costs compared to agency 
fees … £10 per hour 

• enabling clients to apply for Attendance Al-
lowance – if successful £400 per month or 
£280 if on the lower rate 

                         
Delaying the need for residential care helps to 
maintain physical and mental well by keeping 
family and friends connections which are so im-
portant… as well as the additional savings on resi-
dential care!! 
 There are many other benefits which have 
become evident such as not having received a sin-
gle care complaint in six years. We are proud to 
have received much praise locally for the work 
‘Wivey Cares’ does for our community. 
 The concept has been so successful that the 
model is being introduced into towns across the 
whole county. 
 
Contacts: 
 David Patterson  Chair     07816 154309      
  David@wiveycares.net 
 Tamzin Jones        07508 331661      
  co-ordinator@wiveycares.net  
 

https://stash.org.uk/
https://stash.org.uk/
mailto:co-ordinator@wiveycares.net
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The Sound of Church Bells 
 

“If all the bells in England were rung at one time, 
there would scarcely be a single spot where a bell 
would not be heard.”    So said Bishop Latimer,  
pre-Reformation, in 1552.  
 In 1586 the ringers at St Margarets, West-
minster were paid one shilling each for ringing “at 
the beheading of Mary Queen of Scots”. Today 
bells are largely associated with churches, rung in 
anticipation of Sunday worship or special Holy 
days, or for weddings and funerals. Special events 
such as the death or crowning of the monarch, and 
national crises (invasion, victory or the end of 
Covid!) are  also marked with the ringing of bells. 
 There are some six thousand churches in 
Britain with bells where regular ringing takes 
place. Some towers may have six bells, (mostly 
country churches), some eight or ten or even 
twelve bells (mostly Cathedrals). Each bell re-
quires one ringer to pull on the rope to swing the 
bell and cause the clapper to hit the inside of the 
bell with a dong!  
 In this country the swing of the bell is con-
trolled so that the bell can be held motionless in 
an upright position. This gives the familiar sound 
of  ‘one note at at a time’ ringing as opposed to 
Continental ringing where the bells ring in a hap-
hazard (but joyful) clatter. 
  
A part of history 
The weight of the bell can vary from some three 
hundredweight to over three tons. The heaviest 
bell in the county is the tenor in Wells Cathedral.  
Each bell has its own particular character to ring, 
depending on where, when and how it was cast 
and how it has been hung in the tower.  
 At Stawley we are fortunate in having three 
bells cast by the Exeter foundry between 1420 
and 1440, two bells cast in 1871 and the lightest 
bell cast in 1902. Of these six bells, the tenor, the 
heaviest bell, weighs eight and a half hundred-
weight: the lightest bell, the treble, weighs three 
and a half hundredweight. At Ashbrittle there are 
six bells, whereas Kittisford and Bathealton only 
have four apiece. The tenor bells weigh eight, 
seven and seven cwt respectively. 
 So much for the local bells. The local bell 
ringers vary too in age, weight and character! We 
all enjoy the challenge of ringing as a team and 
keeping up a centuries old village tradition. We 
have recently rung for a local wedding and a fu-
neral as well as helping out at a neighbouring 
tower when they were short of ringers.  
 If you would like to find out more, come 
and join us at our Thursday evening practice at 
seven o’ clock in Stawley Church. 

 
Angela Medlycott 

 

Gardening Club 
 
Following last month’s visits to Stogumber open 
gardens and ‘The Secret Gardens of Bampton’, on 
25th July we visited the gardens at Marwood Hill 
Gardens, near Barnstaple. They cover an area of 
twenty acres in a steeply wooded valley. They 
were purchased in 1949 by Dr Jimmy Smart, a 
local GP and anaesthetist and keen plantsman. 
The whole garden is maintained by a staff of three 
employees, plus a number of volunteers. 
 The conditions are damp and mild and fa-
vour the cultivation of four National collections of 
one hundred and forty varieties of Astilbes, twen-
ty two species of Tulbaghia, one hundred culti-
vars of Japanese Iris and the Marwood Hill Gar-
den Heritage collection. This is a collection aris-
ing from seventy years of cultivation including 
the afore mentioned Astilbes, Camellias, Cornus 
“Kousa”, Magnolia and Rhododendron, all named 
after the gardens. 
 Also on display are plants from Australia 
and New Zealand and many Champion trees 
with record-breaking girths. 
 Sixteen members of the club arrived for the 
necessary cup of coffee after which we were giv-
en a very interesting talk by the Head Gardener, 
Malcolm Pharoah. He has been tending the gar-
dens for forty years and came back from retire-
ment ten years ago to make some improvements!  
 After a morning strolling round the gardens 
in a light drizzle we returned to the café for a deli-
cious lunch, after which we made an obligatory 
visit to the plant sales! Our thanks go to Brenda 
Hollick for organising this trip. 
 On 21st August twenty two members came 
together at Chackeridge for a Bring-and-Share 
supper. The views are superb looking towards the 
Blackdown Hills . The weather thankfully stayed 
dry but there was a chilly wind which was notice-
able in the exposed positions. We had a leisurely 
stroll round both gardens, which were looking 
very trim, before gathering for a delicious meal 
provided by members.  
 The evening ended with a bit of a sing-song 
in the summerhouse. Our thanks go to the hosts 
Nigel and Ann-Marie and Gerry and Judy and all 
members for providing such lovely grub! 
 

Mike Parkinson 

Mobile Library 
at 

Greenham Bridge 
 

Next visits:  10th September 
and 8th October 

 
10.00 - 10.20 a.m. 
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WELLINGTON PEST CONTROL  
  

WASPS * RODENTS * MOLES 
  

  

30 YEARS PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

  

YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS DEALT WITH AT AFFORDABLE COSTS  

THAT REFLECT OUR SERVICE TO LOCAL CUSTOMERS 

  

RELIABLE RESPONSE FROM A FRIENDLY, QUALIFIED PEST TECHNICIAN 

  

  

07731 549669 
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The Bowen Technique 

 

Kate Weeks cert ECBS MFHT MBTPA 

Muscle and Fascia release. 

 

A gentle, intelligent approach to treating a wide 

range of muscular skeletal and systemic issues, 

including; 

Back pain, neck pain, shoulder problems, head-

aches/migraines, TMJ problems, bursitis, fasciit-

is, SPD, pelvic issues and infant colic to name 

but a few. 

 

Safe for all age groups and during pregnancy. 

Bowen specialist with 20 years experience. 

 

Clinics held at The Terrace, Taunton. 

01823 338968/07721 462096 

kateweeksbowen@btinternet.com 

  

mailto:kateweeksbowen@btinternet.com
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Cleaning and Home Help 

One off or regular jobs 

General cleaning 

 

My cleaning products or yours 

End of tenancy cleaning 

Help with shopping 

Dog walking 

And much more 

 

 

 

 

 

References  

available 

Call Sarah on  

07772 761677 
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Kim White D.O. 
 

Registered Osteopath 

 

Freathingcott Farm, Holcombe Rogus,  

Wellington TA21 0NG 

For appointments please contact the practice on: 

 

01823 672925 
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Home Aerials 

Tel: 01984 623232 

homeaerials@gmail.com 

All Types of Aerials and Satellite 

Digital Upgrade Specialists 

Digital Boxes Supplied and Fitted 

Wiveliscombe & Surrounding Areas 

Local, Reliable, Experienced Engineer 

 

Contractors for Local Authorities  

and Housing Associations 

 

A Family Run Business  

for over 39 years 

Please contact  Lulu or Martin Milton 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Beautiful flowers - grown locally and 

sustainably 

 

Local gift bouquet delivery and  
flower subscriptions  
(March – November) 

 
Natural Farewell flowers 

 
Weddings and Events 

 
Flower workshops, demonstrations and talks 

 
Contact Jan on 07525948053 or for more  

information or visit: 
 

www.blueshedflowers.co.uk 
 

http://www.blueshedflowers.co.uk
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 H Tredwin & Son Ltd 

Independent Funeral Directors 

15 & 17 North Street, Wellington 

 

Providing a proficient, personal and caring  

service at all times. 

Fifth generation independent family business 

Private chapels of rest                          Pre-paid funeral plans 

www.htredwinandson.co.uk 

Contact Nick or Louise Tredwin:    Telephone: 01823 672287 

       Mob: 07702 726264 

  
PHILLIP HUMMEL PLUMBING & HEATING 

 
All domestic plumbing work undertaken. 

Oil Boiler service and installation. 
Oil Aga / Rayburn Service. 

Oil tank service and installation. 
Bathroom design and installation. 

Bathroom and Kitchen Tiling. 
Underfloor heating installation. 

Unvented hot water cylinder installation. 
 

Insured and registered oil heating engineer with OFTEC. 
 

Clean, tidy and polite;  references are available if required. 
 

For more information please contact  
Phillip Hummel 

 
Home Telephone number. 01823 652782 
Mobile telephone number. 07456668530  

Email  philliphummelplumbing@gmail.com 
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RACHEL GUNDRY 

LETTER CARVING IN STONE 

Headstones     Commemorative 

Poetry for the Garden      House signs 

Sundials     Foundation 

 stones 

Carving in situ 

Restoration/recarving 

Design & Illustration 

Visit local studio to see 
stone samples and dis-

cuss any enquiry  

TEACHING / WORK-

SHOPS AVAILABLE 

rachelgundry@hotmail.co.uk 

tel: 01984 624 897 

mobile:  07914 822 944 (weekdays) 

 

  Wanted  

 

 

 

 

Standing hardwood: Oak, Ash, 

Beech etc 

TOP PRICES PAID 

 

Call Carl Westcott 07973564759 
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GB BUILDING 

& 

MAINTENANCE 

Listed Building Specialist 

*Lime Plastering 

Internal/External 

*Cob Repairs 

*Lathe and Plaster 

*Stonework 

*Cut Roof, Green Oak etc. 

 

Contact Gary Broom 

Telephone   01823 283212 

or Mobile   07776032289 
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Want to improve your social life? 

then join 

West Somerset and East Devon  

Country Link 

An informal group run by the members 

Events include meals out, BBQs, country 

walks, music & dancing. 

For information and a  

free programme contact: 

 Val ~ 01823 461021 or 

Colin ~ 07849 757985 

The social link 

for the  

countryside 

Advertising in the 
Parish News 

 

• £1.40 per month 
for a small box  

• £3.00 for a quar-
ter page  

• £6.00 for a half 
page 

• £12.00 for a 
whole page. 
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Contact Rob Hill 
07845 756822  

 
wiveliscombe.joinery@outlook.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stunning Village Hall for hire  

in Waterrow  
A superb venue available for parties, weddings, 

funerals etc. can seat 80 in the hall with addition-
al outside space 

  
Facilities include an excellent fully equipped 
kitchen, large hall with a stage, meeting room 

and plenty of   outdoor seating potential 

  
Part day from only £30.00, whole day from just 

£90.00 
  

For booking information or  
further details,  

please visit our website at   
www.waterrow.org.uk  

Or ring Liz on  -  01984 623431  

  

 



30 

 

 

 

 

 

GREEN & CARTER 

Water Engineers – Established 1774 

Manufacturers of water powered hydraulic  

RAM pumps 

General water engineers Bore holes,  

Water filtration and purification 

Manufacturers of UV water purifiers   

and chlorination plant 

Telephone:  01823 672365 (24 hrs) 

Fax:  01823 672950    Mobile:  07774 108884.  

 

Janet Morris 

Freelance Hairdresser 

Gents, Ladies and Children 

For appointment or consultation please call: 

01823 660191 or 07768648244 

Willowbrook Nursery  

and Garden Centre 
Your local family-run Garden Centre   

Well stocked garden shop   

Café and Tea room          Bow Aquatic Centre   

                Pet and Bird Supplies      ‘Winesolution’ Wine shop  

Sheds              B & M Camping 

Situated on the A38 between Taunton and Wellington 

Telephone: 01823 461324  *Open 7 days a week 

www.willowbrooknurseryandgardencentre.co.uk  

 

 

MANUFACTURER & STOCKIST OF 

BEE-KEEPING EQUIPMENT 

Hives and Frames 

Haddeo, Bathealton, Taunton TA4 2AG 

Tel: 01984 623851 

DAVID PEARCE           
For local cards, prints and paintings 

www.anniemusgrove.co.uk 

Meadow Farm, Greenham 

Fluetopia 

CHIMNEY SWEEP  

                            SERVICES 

Open Fires/Woodburning Stoves/AGAs 

and Rayburns/Rain/Bird guards fitted 

Paul Cronin  Mob: 07980 743192 

 

 

 

For all your printing needs  

at very competitive prices 

 

Call Matt on 07906 752190  

for a quote 

 

Space available 

for a small ad 
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Craftsmen you can rely on, 

Quality you can trust... 

In Lime Rendering, 

Lime Plastering & Building Restoration” 

 

Local Information 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Contact Numbers 
Greenham & Tracebridge  Caro Ayre             01823 672603 
Appley                               Rachel Chesterton   01823 673063 
Ashbrittle                           Charles Doble          01823 672365 
Stawley                              Pat Sweet            01823 672380 
Wellisford                         William Thomas 01823 673143 
Springrove                         Doreen Orton  01823 400731 

 

Police non-emergency number    101 
 

 
Police Beat Team 

 

PCSO  Brianna Whelan 
 Email: brianna.whelan@avonandsomerset.police.uk                                        

 

Parish Councils 
 

Ashbrittle - Chairman Charles Doble 01823 672365  
or 67261 Email: charles@greenandcarter.com 
 
Bathealton - Chairman Philip Broad 07584 657106  
  Email: philip.broad1@outlook.com 
 
Stawley - Chairman  Paul Musgrove 01823 672627 
  Email: stawleypc@stash.org.uk 

 

Community Halls 
 

Appley Pavilion and Recreation Field 
     – to book, ring Suzette Williams on 01823 672266  
or email: williamspfa@outlook.com 
 
Ashbrittle Village Hall 
 – to book, ring Pat Gainey on 01823  672760 
 
Bathealton Village Hall  
 – to book, ring Tilly Willis on 01984  624459 
 

 
Local Groups 

 
Stawley under Fives at the Appley Pavilion.   
Becky Allder Pre-schools Manager  
Swallows, Sampford Arundel  01823 672342 Mon/Tues 
Stawley Under Fives  07707 416871 Weds/Thurs/Fri  
 

 

PARISH NEWS DETAILS 
 

The Editors and the next issue deadline date are on the back cover.  Please send items for publication to the Editors in good 

time to ensure publication.  There is only a short time between the deadline and the printing of the Parish News and late items may 

not be included.  We are pleased to receive items in any form (typed, in long hand, or by email).  Naturally, we prefer items by 

email ashparishnews@gmail.com when they should be in Microsoft 'Word' format, as this saves a great deal of typing!     

Advertising Our  rates are £1.40 per month for a small box, £3.00 for a quarter page, £6.00 for a half page and £12.00 for a whole 

page.  Advertising for community events, charity and church fundraising events in our area are normally carried free of charge.  

Occasional one-off adverts from residents in our area seeking to sell or buy an article or seeking to acquire or offer a service are 

also carried free of charge.  In all cases the style, layout and size allocated to an advert is at the discretion of the Editors.  
 

Editors: Maurice Stanbury 01823 672216 and  Avril Silk 01823 672131                    e-mail address: ashparishnews@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Andrew Millard, Barton Barn, Kittisford, Wellington TA21 0RZ          Bank details:  Account Name: The Parish News,  

Sort Code: 30-98-45.  Acc. no. 01828373      Distribution: Pat and  David Sweet 01823 672380                                                           

Printed by Sharper Print  Tel 07906 752190                         

Editorial Policy 
Please note that the views expressed in this 
magazine are the responsibility of the 
individual author(s) and are not necessarily the 
views held by the editors of the Parish News. 

Defibrillators and The Village 
Emergency Telephone System 

(VETS) 
 
     ASHBRITTLE & STAWLEY:  

    01823 244104 
BATHEALTON: 01984 322919 
KITTISFORD, TRACEBRIDGE & 
APPLEY:    01823 245101 

 
The VETS numbers are available should you 
need assistance in an emergency or help to 
access a defibrillator.  Remember, in the 
event of a possible cardiac arrest in your 

household: ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST IN 
AN EMERGENCY AND,  IF A CHANCE 

ARISES, THEN DIAL THE VETS NUMBER, 
SPECIFYING THAT YOU NEED A 
DEFIBRILLATOR RATHER THAN 

GENERAL HELP 

 
There are four local defibrillators which are 
easy to use and available to anyone. They are 
permanently located at these places and can 
be found using the //What3words codes 
below. 
Ashbrittle Village Hall, on outside wall  

   blurts.flats.crouching 
Bathealton Village Hall, on outside wall 

   relatives.widgets.rolled 
Kittisford New House Farm, on wall, 
opposite church  bonkers.regime.lyricist 
Stawley Shop, on outside wall 
   messaging.servers.quaking 
These are all accessible 24 hours a day and 

no access codes are required. 

mailto:brianna.whelan@avonandsomerset.police.uk
mailto:charles@greenandcarter.com
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   Next Deadline Date:     Friday 20th September 2024 

Editors: Maurice and Avril 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

September 
2nd and 23rd 

 
12 noon - 3.00 p.m. 

 
Pop-up Café  - Bathealton Village Hll 

4th and 18th 10.00 - 12.30 p.m. Books, Biscuits, Coffee and Cakes at Stawley Mill 

8th 2.30 - 5.00 p.m. Stawley Flower and Produce Show 

15th 2.00 p.m. Bathealton Parish Walk - meet at the Village Hall 

15th 2.0 - 5.00 p.m. Heritage Open Day at Spiceland 

20th 7.00 p.m. ‘No-one is listening’ Ashbrittle Arts in the Village Hall 

21st 10.00 - 12 noon Coffee, Cake and Chat in Ashbrittle Village Hall 

26th 12 noon Lunch Club in Ashbrittle Village Hall 

October 
5th 

 
7.0 p.m. 

 
‘Curry by Candlelight’ in Bathealton Village Hall 

6th 10.00 - 3.00 p.m. Apple Day at the Pavilion 

Congratulations to the newly weds, Luke and Lucy Williams, as they emerge from Ashbrittle Church un-

der a traditional and symbolic archway of pitchforks, cricket bats and hockey sticks. 

Photo Maurice Stanbury 


