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Church Services 
 
 

Sunday October 1st   Harvest Festival    STAWLEY 
11.00 am        
 
Sunday October 8th    Harvest Festival                        ASHBRITTLE 
9.30 a.m.                                           
  
Sunday October 15th   Harvest Festival    KITTISFORD 
 5.00 pm 
  
Wednesday 18th October  Bishop’s Autumn Visit   ASH PRIORS  
6.00 p.m. - 8.00 p.m.         VILLAGE HALL 
 
Sunday October 22nd              Trinity 20                     BATHEALTON          
9.30 a.m.                                          Parish Communion                        
  
Sunday October 29th              Trinity 21     GREENHAM     
9.30 a.m.                                       Lay led Matins                     
 

 
 

 
During the vacancy and before the appointment of a new priest in charge, any inquiries about services or 
the occasional offices of the church (weddings, baptisms or funerals) should be made to individual 
Churchwardens. 

 
 

Churchwardens and Clergy 
 
Ashbrittle with Greenham 
   Charles Doble, The Old Rectory, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LQ   01823 672365 
   David Hanks, Manley House, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LE    01823 672436 
 
Bathealton  Andrew Lyle,  Road Hill House, Bathealton, TA4 2AW    01984 629013 
   Sarah Eustice, Oakwood, Spring Grove, TA4 1NL    01823 401248 
 
Kittisford  Annie Musgrove, Meadow Farm, Greenham, TA21 0JW   01823 672627 
 
Stawley  Penny Hare, Stawley Mill, Wellington, TA21 0HT    01823 672183 
   Graham Henson, Court Place Farm, Stawley, TA21 0HP   01823 672496 
 
 

Front cover - Flower Show judges Morag Berthon (left) and Ann Heard take a critical look at an exhibit. 
(photo Maurice Stanbury) 

 

Artists Wanted!    
Do you have a painting or photograph which could be used as a cover design for the Parish 

News? Seasonal and local images are particularly welcome. 
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Thought for the Month 
  
I am writing this on the day before the autumn 
equinox when the hours of darkness and daylight 
are nearly equal. Although the days have been 
growing shorter for some time now, the equinox 
always seems to portend the end of the summer 
and the beginning of what those in the USA call 
"The Fall".  
 Falling is certainly what the leaves have 
begun to do at Wivey Pool when I arrive in the 
morning for my swim. The staff have their work 
cut out keeping the pool leaf-free at this time of 
year and it's not only the leaves that find their 
way into the water. Two days ago, I was asked to 
release a small and somewhat disconcerted frog 
which had attempted to gain access without 
paying the membership subscription! 
 One of the joys of living in this country is 
the variety that we encounter during the course of 
the seasons. Autumn and Spring make us aware 
of the gradual changes that take place in the 
natural world and the alteration that they demand 
in our human behaviour. 
 
Changes in Church life 
Changes are also taking place in the church life of 
our parishes. I will have retired and although the 
Bishop is going to allow me to re-commence 
Sunday duties from the start of December, I will 
not be involved in what we might call the 
"running" of our church life and these duties. 
Those responsibilities will devolve onto the 
Churchwardens. 
 This is because the churches in the 
Ashbrittle group are in the process of appointing a 
new full time incumbent. He or she will assume 
responsibility for the Ashbrittle Group, in 
addition to three other parishes and live in the 
vicarage in Rockwell Green. A huge amount of 
work has already been accomplished in 
preparation for this appointment and the next step 
will be an advertisement. Applicants for the post 
will be interviewed by representatives of our 
parishes who will have in their minds the needs of 
this particular part of rural west Somerset. 
 I have been in post here for nearly four 
years. I would like to thank everyone for their 
support, encouragement and prayers and not least 
the editors of this magazine. I always look 
forward to reading the new edition when it awaits 
my wife and I at Stawley Church on the first 
Sunday of each month. The advertisements for 
parish events and resources are balanced by 
articles that provide information or provoke 
reflection and it is an unfailing pleasure to read. I 
know that the magazine is not taken for granted 
and it is an excellent example of its unique genre. 

Please continue to support it; it is one invaluable 
way in which communication can be maintained 
between the members of our rather scattered 
community. 

Martin Beaumont 
 

Harvest Festival Lunch  

at Stawley Mill 

on 

Sunday 1st October 

£10.00 per head 

Please contact Penny Hare on 01823 672183  

 to book your place. 

 

ASHBRITTLE 

HARVEST 

BRUNCH 

       

Ashbrittle Village Hall 

                       

Sunday, October 8
th 

  

following the 9:30 Harvest Festival  

 

Service in Ashbrittle Church 

                     
 

Bacon & Eggs            Sausage         Beans 
                                

 Muffins             Orange Juice       
 

Coffee & Tea  
                                            

Mulled Cider!! 
                      

 For reservations  
please ring Sarah, 01398 361366 

 
        £7 for adults, £5 for 16 and under 

 
Payment on the door 
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Country Matters 
 

Batting for the bats 
As the nights lengthen, we begin to see more bats 
hanging in windows and doors in the company of 
ghosts, witches and glowing pumpkins. A symbol 
of Halloween, bats are associated with evil, death 
and the supernatural. They inhabit haunted hous-
es, turn into vampires, are spirits and witch’s fa-
miliars. How did they come to develop this perva-
sively dark and undeserved reputation?  
 Bram Stoker’s Dracula may have played a 
major role in popularising the link between bats 
and vampires. Like the supernatural counterparts 
for which they are named, vampire bats feed ex-
clusively on blood and have special 
“superpowers”: infra-red sensors on their noses 
and, unlike other bats, the ability to walk, run and 
jump. Unlike vampires, these bats live in South 
and Central America, are quite small (less than 
10cm long), don’t take enough blood to kill, rare-
ly drink human blood (two of the three species 
feed only from birds), and form strong social 
bonds, even sharing food with hungry colony 
members. 
 Bats were associated with evil long before 
Dracula: since at least the 1300s religious art and 
poetry depicts the devil and his demons with bat’s 
wings. Perhaps this link to the supernatural and 
death is due to their nocturnal nature or the ten-
dency of some species to live in caves 
(historically believed to be entrances to the under-
world). 
 The earliest associations between bats and 
Halloween may have formed because of height-
ened visibility of bats during this time of year. 
Halloween originated as a Celtic festival when 
bonfires were lit to celebrate the harvest and mark 
the beginning of the “darker half of the year”; a 
time when otherworldly spirits and the souls of 
the dead could visit this world. Bats may have 
congregated around these fires, swooping in to 
eat insects attracted to the light, thus linking 
them to the festival. Autumn is a time when bats 
focus on fattening up for hibernation. In the UK 
that means finding as many moths, mosquitoes 
and other insects as possible. Perhaps some peo-
ple believed those flitting bats were visiting 
spirits, forging a link between bats and the su-
pernatural. 
 Bats may be more noticeable in autumn 
when they swarm before migrations: gathering 
together and chasing each other in and around 
cave entrances. In the UK only a few bat species 
migrate, some fly from the north to the south-
west and others cross the channel to southern 
Europe. Swarming may be a pre-migration meet-
ing or a way to introduce juveniles to hiberna-
tion roosts. Many believe it is part of a mating 

ritual which allows bats from different summer 
roosts to meet. Although mating occurs in the 
autumn, bats are one of the few mammals that 
can delay fertilisation, and the eggs will remain 
unfertilised until May.  
 Another fascinating relationship between 
bats and Halloween is to do with chocolate. Re-
search shows that bats help to protect cocoa crops 
from damage by feeding on insect pests. Feeding 
bats reduce losses by a third which saves farmers 
billions of US dollars annually.  This means less 
environmental damage due to a reduction in pesti-
cide use and also means more chocolate for you 
and me. 
 Those more partial to wine have bats to 
thank for keeping grapes safe from pests and pric-
es rising even higher. Yields of sugar, corn, 
wheat, rice, citrus, apples, pears and nuts of all 
kinds also benefit from the munching of insectiv-
orous bats. Some farmers even install bat boxes to 
encourage these predators to protect their crops. 
 While it’s fun to enjoy the spooky Hallow-
een bat, in reality bats do more good than harm. 
There are over 1,400 species of bats. They make 
up a fifth all mammal species (a quarter of British 
mammals) and play important roles in seed dis-
persal, pollination and insect control. Our lives 
would be much poorer without bats: our cup-
boards eerily empty and food prices frighteningly 
high. Not to mention the plagues of mosquitoes 
and midges. To support bat populations, we can 
support wildlife friendly farming through the food 
we buy, garden with bats in mind and share our 
knowledge of these wonderful and misunderstood 
creatures. 

Alësha Naranjit and Frazer Higgins 

 

Ashbrittle Art and Craft Group 
 

 Painting and drawing  
Clay work and Textile Crafts  

 
Ashbrittle Village Hall  

 
Next Meetings: 

Wednesdays 1st November and 6th December  
 

Please note: there will be no meeting  
in October 

 

Please note new time: 1.00 - 4.00 p.m. 

Come and meet some local art and craft  
enthusiasts.  

 If you are interested in joining us please  
contact Pauline pjw200355@gmail.com  

mailto:pjw200355@gmail.com
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You are warmly invited to the  

Kittisford Harvest Festival  

which is at 5.00 pm on  

Sunday 15th October  

 

The Village Festival Choir will be 

singing at this Evensong service. 

 

Refreshments afterwards  

in the church. 
 

Annie Musgrove (Churchwarden) amusgrove@cantab.net 

 

Cinema  

under  

the  

Stars 

After a week of wet and stormy weather Saturday 
finally delivered us a calm and balmy evening for 
the Stawley Community Association’s first ever 
‘Cinema under the Stars’ event.  
 A marquee provided the venue with blanket 
covered hay bales and mats on the floor for the 
children. There was the usual family friendly at-
mosphere we love at our rural community events 
with family picnics and friends mixing.  
 Viewers were well served with a bar, hot 
food and light up treats such as glow bands and 
flashing glasses. Ice cream was provided in true 
cinema style by an usher on a tray traversing up 
the aisle.  

As it grew dark the film started and we tucked in 
to our freshly made popcorn - ’Raya and the Last 
Dragon’ provided action, excitement and a mes-
sage about the importance of trust.  
 Enjoyed by all it was a thoroughly fantastic 
night and one we hope will be repeated. A big 
thank you to the team behind the SCA and espe-
cially Katie for putting on such a magical event.  

 
Liz Ranson 

 
See also the SCA report on page 20. 

An eager young audience awaits the beginning of their evening’s  
entertainment ‘Raya and the Last Dragon’. 
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Gardening Club 

 
At the end of August, Club Members were treated 
to a Bring and Share Woodland Picnic in the 
grounds of John and Olga Dawer in Tracebridge.  
The event was blessed with the most perfect sum-
mer’s day.  The picnic took place on the banks of 
the river in a classic, and very beautiful, wood-
land glade.  Members excelled themselves in the 
provision of a wide range of special dishes, in ad-
dition to a BBQ skilfully attended by John.  While 
wine was sipped, Anthony Weeks gave a fascinat-
ing account of the history of Tracebridge – quite a 
revelation to many of us!  The event was much 
enjoyed by all attendees and the Club’s grateful 
thanks are due to John and Olga for hosting the 
event and for sharing their little bit of paradise. 
 Sadly, the September visit to Hestercombe 
coincided with the remnants of Hurricane Lee, so 
was postponed until a more settled spell of autum-
nal weather.   
 At the end of the month members shared an 
Open Garden for a midday gathering. We greatly 
enjoyed the hospitality offered by Anna-Lisa and 
Tim in their interesting garden with some unusual 
features. The weather was excellent, despite the 
forecast having been very questionable.  
 
Next visit 
The Club’s October Garden Visit will be to East 
Lambrook Manor Gardens, South Petherton. This 
venue has been chosen over Forde Abbey (as ad-
vertised) as the property is now on the market and 
the future of this Grade I Listed Cottage Garden is 
uncertain.  It was felt that members should enjoy 
this stunning little garden (and excellent Plant 
Centre) before it was, perhaps, too late!   
 The November meeting will be a whetting 
of the appetite for the festive season, with a repeat 
visit to Otter Nurseries, to enjoy its Christmas dis-
play as well as partaking in the usual tea and 
cakes.  The venue was hugely popular last year 
and deemed worthy of another visit.  In Decem-
ber, the Club will celebrate Christmas with a 
cream (or cheese) tea at the Old Well Garden 
Centre – an event which was hugely popular last 
year.   

Val Wall 

 
 

 
We Meet for Worship at Spiceland 

every Sunday at 10.30am till 
11.30am – this is a blended 

Meeting also available on Zoom –  
All are very welcome.   

Meeting ID:865 5570 2735 
Passcode: 498173 

 
“At the centre of our being is a point of 
nothingness which is untouched by sin and by 
illusion, a point of pure truth, a point or 
spark which belongs entirely to God, which is 
never at our disposal, from which God 
disposes of our lives, which is inaccessible to 
the fantasies of our own mind or the 
brutalities of our own will. This little point of 
nothingness and of absolute poverty is the 
pure glory of God in us. It is so to speak His 
name written in us, as our poverty, as our 
indigence, as our dependence, as our sonship. 
It is like a pure diamond, blazing with the 
invisible light of heaven. It is in everybody, 
and if we could see it we would see these 
billions of points of light coming together in 
the face and blaze of a sun that would make 
all the darkness and cruelty of life vanish 
completely ... I have no program for this 
seeing. It is only given. But the gate of 
heaven is every-where.” 

Thomas Merton,  
Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander.   

 
Thomas Merton 1915 - 1968 was an American 
Trappist monk, writer, theologian, mystic, poet, 
social activist and scholar of comparative 
religion. 

Quaker Meeting for  

Worship  

at Spiceland   

Rainfall Statistics (inches)  
for August 

 
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
3.60 4.64 2.20 2.13 2.87 
 

Val Coots 

 
Quiz night and raffle  

 
14th October  

in Bathealton Village Hall 
 

£5.00 entry fee 
 

Nibbles included (coffee and tea available)  
BYO bottle for any other drinks. 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/404737
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Stawley Village Shop  

& Tea Room 
 

 

Opening hours 

Monday to Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm 

Saturday 8.00am to 2.00pm 

Sunday 9.00am to 11.00am 
 

 
 

The Post Office is here every Thursday 11.30am to 1.30pm 

 

Ring us on 01823 674361 or email shop@stawleyshop.com 
 ———————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
We hope you’re all well and back in the swing of the everyday 
hustle and bustle of life after your summer holidays? 
 
The weather has definitely had a more autumnal feel to it these 
past couple of weeks, so we are back in full soup making mode 
here at the shop! 
 
After last year’s successful Christmas Fair, we are 
going to be holding another one this year! We have 
decided to do it on a Saturday so that we don’t in-
terfere with School pickups and so that hopefully 
more people can make it. We have a date in mind in 
late November but we will confirm this in due 
course. 
 
If you are interested in having a stall this year or 
know someone who might be, do let Katie know in the 
shop or drop her an email via the email address 
above.  It costs £15 to have a stall and all money 
raised from the stalls and raffle will go to the SCA 
to help pay for the upkeep of the shop. 

 
          Don’t forget we are here for your daily needs and much more! So do try and                 
          support the shop when you can, it’s been a very testing time lately and like 
          many other small local community shops, if you don’t use it, you’ll lose it! 
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Stawley Rural Community Initiative 
(RCI) 

It’s time to say Goodbye 
 
It is twenty four years since the inception of the 
Stawley RCI, a joint venture between Stawley and 
Somerset County Council, and was the first of its 
kind in the country. Quoting from the Parish 
News dated February 2004: 
 
“Stawley Rural Community Initiative was 
established in 1999 in order to benefit the 
inhabitants of all local parishes by providing a 
range of facilities and services to advance 
education, and in the interests of social welfare 
and provision of recreation and leisure.” 
 
By this time, a number of schemes had been 
incorporated under the RCI umbrella, including 
Youth Club, oil syndicate, farmers’ markets, cycle 
training at Stawley School, a credit union and a 
milk and paper round. 

One important aim of the RCI was to find 
a new home for the Community Shop and Post 
Office following the retirement of Peggy 
Wootton. The site next to the school was 
identified  and through grants and fundraising, the 
building was developed into the premises we 
know today.  

At this time, the RCI adopted a structure 
whereby they could enter into business ventures, 
but apply for grants and funds as a charitable 
organisation, with any profits being put back into 
other RCI ventures of benefit to the community. 
The management of the Shop and Post Office 
could be set up as an ‘arm’ of the RCI as another 
structure, purpose-made for this venture. This 
became the Stawley Community Association 
(SCA), a not-for-profit, community benefit 
society, which is solely responsible for supporting 
Stawley Shop and Tearoom, and which operated 
separately once the RCI gained charitable status.  

In the intervening years, clubs and 
activities have been added to the RCI list, 
including the Lunch Club, Walking Group, Tai 
Chi Group (now operating independently), and 
Art and Craft Group, with the most recent being 
the defibrillators and VETS scheme. 
 The RCI committee throughout its time has 
been run purely by volunteers, giving their time, 
energy and expertise, and two of the original 
members have remained on the committee to this 
day. 
 For the last twelve years, the RCI has been 
chaired quietly and efficiently by Mike Parkinson. 
Mike’s work over the years has meant that many 
RCI activities almost ‘run themselves’ and at the 
AGM earlier this year, when Mike stepped down 

as Chair with no replacement coming forward and 
no new committee members, it was suggested and 
accepted that the RCI had run its course and 
would be dissolved. This decision was officially 
taken by the committee on 10th May 2023. The 
application to de-register as a charity has been 
received by the Charity Commission and is 
awaiting confirmation. 
 
What next? 
The RCI committee felt it necessary to let the 
community know what is happening to the clubs 
and activities that the RCI supports. 
 
• Financial responsibility for the maintenance 

of the defibrillators and the VETS scheme, 
through the Community Heartbeat Trust 
will be taken on by the appropriate Parish 
Councils in which the defibrillators reside. 

 
• The oil group will continue to be organised 

by Michael and Judy Milne. 
 
• The Lunch Club and Art and Craft Club will 

also continue, organised by Delia Harling, 
Pauline Wood and Maggi Watts. 
Historically known as Active Living (a title 
applied by the Community Council for 
Somerset, CCS), we feel a new name is 
required, to reflect the friendly, community 
nature of these clubs. If you have any 
brilliant ideas, let me know! 

 
• There is also room for a walking group, if 

anyone wishes to start it up once more. 
 
Where is the money going? 
The RCI has historically been divided financially 
into three sub-groups: RCI proper, Youth Club 
and Active Living.  

The RCI proper has fund-raised over the 
years for activities such as new notice boards, 
walks leaflets and the village cook book. Some 
revenue has been recovered for these through 
donations, but the COVID situation meant that 
fund-raising has been severely curtailed. The 
recent addition of maintenance fees for the 
defibrillators and VETS scheme, once the initial 
Lottery funding was exhausted, has put further 
financial pressure on the RCI proper. This 
situation has been helped in part for the past three 
years by generous donations from the Parish 
Councils. 

Following the closure of the Youth Club, 
their existing funds had been ring-fenced. A 
serious attempt was made in 2021 to re-start a 
youth club in the area, for which the existing 
funds could be used. Despite considerable 
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advertising and publicity, no interest was 
forthcoming and so the RCI committee agreed to 
make the Youth Club funds available to help the 
financial obligations of the RCI proper.  

Active Living has been well supported 
financially through grants from CCS, together 
with revenue from charges to guests and 
participants in Lunch Club and Art and Craft Club 
and will retain a reasonably healthy fund to keep 
these groups running. 

On settlement of the final RCI accounts of 
31st August 2023, using the Youth Club monies to 
compensate the shortfall of the RCI proper and 
allowing Active Living to retain their funds, a 
small amount of money remained. The RCI 
committee agreed that this amount would be 
donated to the SCA for support of Stawley Shop 
and Tearoom, the SCA having suffered financially 
also, through lack of fund-raising during COVID. 

So, that sums up what the RCI was, and 
where we are now: undoubtedly, the RCI has been 
of immense value to our community over the 
many years of its existence, and thanks is very 
much due to all the committee members who have 
kept the organisation going throughout this time.  

 
Goodbye RCI. 

 
Pauline Wood, on behalf of Stawley Rural 

Community Initiative 
 
The RCI Committee meeting minutes and 
accounts can be made available to anyone from 
the community who wishes to view them. 

 
I’m sure you will join us in saying a big ‘thank 
you’ to past and present members of the RCI 
who have made such a valuable contribution to 
our communities - Eds. 

 

Bathealton  

Boundaries  

Buddies (BBB) 

 
 

Why not drop into our monthly ‘Pop Up’ 
in  Bathealton Village Hall 

 
When : First Monday of the month:  

 
2nd October and 6th November 

from 12 noon - 3.00 p.m. 
 

Catch up with old friends and meet new ones. 
 
Have a light lunch; Home made soup and 
sandwiches, a selection of cakes with cafetiere 
coffee or tea: make time to Catch up and Chat 

 
Cost : £7.00 - a percentage of the profit will help 

to support the village hall. 

 

Beat Surgery  
 

Stawley Village Shop  
and  

Tearoom 
 

Tuesdays 3rd and 31st October 
 

From 9.00 - 10.00am  
 

  with PCSO 6945        
Louise Fyne  

 
AVON AND SOMERSET  

CONSTABULARY 

Working together to make the communities of 
Avon and Somerset feel safe and be safe 

www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 

Village Oil Group 
The next oil delivery is due on  

Wednesday 11th October 
To place an order, please email: 

judy.milne@btopenworld.com or contact  
Judy or Michael Milne on 01823 672205 by the 

Monday before the Wednesday delivery 
New members always welcome 

Stawley Parish Council 
 

There will be a meeting of the Parish Council  
in Appley Pavilion on the 3rd October  

starting at 7:30pm. 

The British Ploughing Championships 
 

14th and 15th October 
Bishop's Lydeard, near Taunton, Somerset, 

TA4 3HU  
 

Well worth a visit with over 250 competitors 
practicing an ancient skill. They will be using 
both modern and vintage tractors.  
 Eighteen pairs of horses and ploughmen 
also compete plus a demonstration of steam 
ploughing. 
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An Echo from The Past 
 

That’s not for me, Mate 
 

How do you fancy going to a church for a Songs 
of Praise? No, not the one on the telly. It’s a local 
churches get together. You like singing, don’t 
you? 
No, not for me, mate. 
 
You don’t think it’s a nice thing to do? 
Church’s not for me, mate. 
 
It’s a fundraising ‘do’ for the Bible Society. 
Means lots more people round the world get to 
read the Book of books. 
I haven’t read it. 
 
So it’s not important that people get to have one? 
No, not for me, mate. 
 
There might be tea and cake afterwards. Everyone 
likes them. 
I don’t. 
 
What if they had some beer after the Songs of 
Praise? 
Nah, not tempted. 
 
Why not? 
Cos it’s in a church, and there’s singing….and 
why bother with the Bible? 
 
What if they held it in the Pie and Pickle? Real 
ales, lagers etc, etc. Plus chips and pickled onions. 
Nope. 
 
Why not? 
Cos it’s religious, and I ain’t religious. 
 
Aren’t you? 
No, not for me, mate. 
 
But you are here every night religiously, downing 
three pints – like a daily ritual? And studying the 
Racing Post, and reading the latest CAMRA mag-
azine.  
That’s different. 
 
Is it really?  
Tell you what, I’ll buy you a half of Summer Ale, 
and a packet of peanuts. 
 
No thank you. 
Why not? 
 
It’s not my sort of thing, sir. 
OK, I’ll put it up to a pint and a packet of crisps – 
cheese and onion. 

I said, I don’t go for that. 
But if you do, I might come to your thingy what-do
-you-call it! 
 
Make mine a half of 6X, plus a packet of salt and 
vinegar crisps. 
When is it, mate? 

Martin Perry 

 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting arrangements will be confirmed in  
advance when the reminder email is sent out. 

   
If you would like to join us please contact me 
and I will add you to the mailing list.  Perhaps 
you would like to come along and learn to spin 

with us? 
Or bring along your knitting, crochet or  
other needlecraft project. All welcome. 

 
Next Sessions  

 Tuesdays: 3rd and 17th October 
           7th and 21st November 

 at 2.30pm 
 

Contact Pauline: on 01823 672222 or  
email pjw200355@gmail.com 

  Spinning and             
Woolcraft  

Group 

You are cordially invited to: 
 

Books and Biscuits,  
Coffee and Cake 

 
STAWLEY MILL STUDIO BOOKSHOP 

 
on the  

first and third Wednesday of each month 
 

4th and 18th October 
from  

10.00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 
 

All proceeds in aid of Stawley Church  
Fabric Fund. 

 
22nd October 2023         3.00 p.m. 

 
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, WELLINGTON 

SONGS OF PRAISE 
plus refreshments 

 
COLLECTION FOR THE BIBLE SOCIETY 
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Bathealton Parish Council Meeting 
on 14th September 2023. 

 
Present: Phil Broad, Chair and Treasurer (PB), 
Steve Cottrell (SC), Jess Bunn (JB), John Ridgley 
(JR), Karen Tarey, minutes (KT). 
 
Apologies: none. PB advised that the council re-
quires one more member.   
 ‘Clear Council Insurance Policy’ is availa-
ble from PB to view. Copy of accounts to be 
placed on noticeboard in village hall. 
 
Minutes: approved for meeting held on 15th June 
2023. Matters arising: Precept 2024/2025: it is rec-
ommended this stays the same, however will be 
discussed further at the next meeting. 
 
Planning applications: none. JB reported activity 
in Milverton Woods, lights on at night. SC advised 
not to be overly concerned. PB concerned about 
fallen branches onto the road, and questioned as to 
who is responsible for their removal.  
 
Financial matters:  
a. Approval of invoices for payment; Heart Start 
Machine £100.00, minutes £50.00, gifts for Parish 
Council leavers £44.00, Parish Council Insurance 
policy £384.00. 
b. Current financial position £5140.00. 
c. Community Interest Levy (CIL): PB advised 
committee that the Community Interest Levy 
(CIL) must be spent within the next 4 years, or the 
county council can claw back the money. PB also 
sought advice from the CIL department on what 
the monies can be spent on and received confirma-
tion that this money can be used to renew/repair 
the village hall floor and kitchen, and all parish 
councillors were in agreement as to using the 
money for this purpose.    
  
Review of Parish Council’s budget and/or fi-
nancial plans for 2023/2024 and successive 
years: 
a. Continue to support IED located at the village 
hall. No training update. 
b. Continue graveyard upkeep. 
c. Upkeep/replacement of public footpath signs: 
nothing to report. 
d. Replacement of missing finger post signs: SC 
liaising with relevant parties and should receive a 
quote shortly. Sign at Venn Cross needs painting. 
e. Support repairs/improvements to village hall: 
see 7.c. 
f. Support for charities: Charities: Open Door 
Taunton £100.00, Parish News £50.00, Wivey 
Link £75.00.  PCC payment £350.00 for graveyard 
maintenance, SC and PB to arrange online pay-
ment. 

g. 2024/2025 Precept: to be discussed at next 
meeting. 
 
Footpaths:  
a. Footpaths: PB urges reporting of inaccessible 
footpaths to Somerset Council. It is the Parish’s 
responsibility to ensure stiles are accessible. 
b. Parish walk: PB thanked SC for an enjoyable 
walk, in glorious sunshine. Thanks also to Hilary 
Cottrell for providing a lovely afternoon tea. 
 
Roads: PB reported that the system works well for 
reporting issues, although some repairs are not 
adequate. A  particular problem with flooding at 
Cow Corner, and several deep pot holes in evi-
dence. SC to report on line, and if no action un-
dertaken PB to write a letter to the council. 
 
Schedule of meetings 2023/2024:  
Monday 13th November and Thursday 15th Febru-
ary. Both at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
 
A.O.B: PB would like to pass on the role as treas-
urer to another member of the parish council. An  
expression of interest was made, and will be for-
mally discussed at the next parish council meeting 
along with the election of posts. 

 
Meeting closed at 9.00pm. 
 

 

Louise Fyne – Our PCSO 
 

We are very sad to hear that Louise will be leaving 
us on the 4th October after fifteen years as our lo-
cal PCSO.   She is known to most of the law abid-
ing citizens of our parishes and some of the ne’er-
do-wells who obviously live in areas outside our 
area.   

 Louise will be missed but we wish her well 
in her new role which will allow her more regular 
time with her family. 

Paul Musgrove, 

Clerk to Stawley Parish Council 

 
Donations for the Parish News  

 
Donations received from: 
 Bathealton Parish Council 
 Mary Bucannon   
 
Thanks again, for your kind support.   
 
 Donations may be left at Stawley Shop or 
sent directly to the Treasurer.  Details inside back 
cover. 
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Stawley Flower and Produce Show 

Despite a really challenging year for growers, ex-
hibitors at the annual Stawley Flower and Produce 
Show produced a stunning show of flowers, fruit 
and vegetables. All the classes were well support-
ed.  
 The Pavilion Committee worked really hard 
to supply delicious cream teas, cakes and Prosec-
co which were very popular on the sunny after-
noon we were lucky enough to have. 
 Morag Berthon and Ann Heard were the 
judges and had the sticky task of sampling the 
jams and jellies, cakes and home-brews as well as 
some lovely needlework. 
 It was good to welcome newcomers to the 
show, several of whom won prizes. The childrens’ 
entries were of a high standard and the winner of 
the Junior Rosshome Cup for the cover of the 
2024 programme went to ten year old Gracie Oli-
ver-Black.  
 Angus White won the Childrens’ Special 
Prize for the number of entries in both adult and 
childrens’ classes.  
 
Adult winners were as follows: 

The Cothay Cup for the most points of the day 
went to Ann-Lisa de’Ath 

The Vegetable Award to Anna-Lisa De’Ath 

The Flower Cup to Pip White 

Fruit Award to Liz Burt 

Produce Award to Anna-Lisa De’Ath 

Cookery Award to Anna-Lisa De’Ath 

Croft Bowl jointly to June White, Kirsty Coles 
and Anna-Lisa De’Ath 

Art Award to Robyn Farmer 

Photo Shield to John Hannon 

Rossholme Cup jointly to Robyn Farmer and  

Anna-Lisa De’Ath 

Chair’s Cup for the best newcomer to Kirsty 
Popplestone 

The Burrow Trophy was a new award kindly 
donated by Laura and Ian Burrow and made by 
Ian for the most humorous entry. This went to 
Emilia White for her hilarious cardboard character 
in a bath tub with a book and surrounded by stick-
ers with slightly risqué jokes. 
 A big thank you must go to all the helpers 
who made the day possible, particularly Pat Sweet 
and Anna-Lisa De’Ath, to the Pavilion Committee 
for their delicious teas and finally to members of 
the community of all ages who brought along the 
products of their efforts in the garden, kitchen and 
workshops. It was a quintessential English village 
afternoon, enjoyed by all. 

‘Going, going, gone’.  
Chris Clapham auctioned off the produce at the 
end of the show and raised £120. 

Sue Jacoby 
 

A view from the veranda 
 

To echo Sue’s comments, many thanks to every-
one who supported the Flower Show and gener-
ously donated raffle prizes and cakes for the teas.  
What a lovely, busy afternoon in the hall and on 
the field. 
 Many thanks to Suzette for keeping the flow 
of tea, cake, puddings, Pimms and Prosecco com-
ing and to Liz, Alison and Marie for keeping go-
ing all afternoon!   
 The teas, raffle and games raised £400 to-
wards the upkeep of the Pavilion.  Thank you all 
for your support. 
 

Sally Scott Appley Pavilion Committee  
 

Wivey Folk Club 
 

Held in the Wiveliscombe  
Community Centre 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 

 
8.00 - 10.30 p.m. 

 
  October 10th and 24th 
  November 14th and 28th 
 
  £4 - includes coffee or tea 



15 

 

 

The proud prize winners at the Flower and Produce Show. 

 

 

Coffee Morning  
 
 
 

Thursday, 19th October 
 

10.00 - 12.00 
 

at Church Cottage, Stawley 
 

Bring and Buy 
 

Raffle 
 

In aid of Stawley Church Fabric Fund 
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The Sorbus family: Rowans, Whitebeams 
and Chequers 

 
The first tree I noticed colouring-up for autumn 
this year was a wild Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) in 
a hedgerow near our house. It was towards the end 
of a wet, cool, low-light level August and I thought 
‘Well, that’s summer over then’ as I observed the 
red tints starting on the tips of the leaves and the 
berries beginning to turn scarlet. Since then, pre-
sumably due to the sudden increase in tempera-
tures and sunlight, the process has stopped but 
many of the leaves have just browned and 
scorched instead of continuing to increase in hue 
and many have dropped prematurely.  
 I've noticed similar phenomena on some of 
the cultivated Whitebeams (larger, entire leaved 
species, collected together in sub-genus Sorbus 
aria) at Knightshayes, shedding some of their 
leaves in extreme heat which can look a bit shock-
ing but often it is a survival tactic, leaving firm, 
waxy resting buds for the following Spring. They 
are cool climate plants and whether they come 
from northern Europe and America or China and 
the Himalayas, they prefer moister and more tem-
perate conditions. Although many species are 
found growing in exposed and seemingly inhospi-
table places, the daintier ones do best with some 
shelter and association with other trees.  
 Certainly, many of the sub genus Sorbus 
types (including our native ‘Rowan’ or ‘Mountain 
Ash’ with compound pinnate, ash-like leaves) and 
their numerous garden hybrids are peerless in the 
autumn colour stakes with examples such as the 
Japanese Rowan (Sorbus commixta) and its culti-

var ‘Embley’ which flames up to an intense mix-
ture of red, scarlet, gold and purple.  
 Berries are another important and eye-
catching feature; not only are there the classic reds, 
scarlets and oranges but also pinks, whites and yel-
lows. Sorbus vilmorinii is a small, well-
proportioned rowan which has berries which turn a 
rich, deep rose pink, fading as they age but remain-
ing on the tree a long time. It is one rowan which 
will benefit from a sheltered spot as its not the 
toughest of trees but it is certainly one of the most 
graceful with delicate fern-like foliage. Sorbus 
‘Joseph rock’ is an old cultivar with a slow, 
steady upright growth habit, good red and gold au-
tumn tints and fantastic yellow berries- one good 
reason for picking a species or cultivar with ‘not 
red’ berries is that the birds will tend to leave them 
till last thus extending the winter interest.  
 Sorbus cashmiriana has pearl-like white 
berries which remain almost untouched by birds 
throughout the winter; it has a spreading and light-
ly drooping habit and autumn shades of the richest 
russets and golds. And, of course, one must have a 
good red-berried form for the birds and either the 
good old cultivar of our native Mountain Ash, Sor-
bus aucuparia ‘Sheerwater seedling’ which is a 
tough, upright form often used as a street tree or 
Sorbus sargentiana (Sargent’s Mountain Ash 
from China) which has truly stunning autumn col-
ours, amazing large, dark, sticky resting buds in 
winter and great heads of foamy-white flowers fol-
lowed by bunches of orange-red berries that the 
birds adore. All Rowans (perhaps with the excep-
tion of S. vilmorinii which is a little more finicky) 
are remarkably tolerant of all soil types and make 
excellent town and city trees due to their pollution 
tolerance. 
 Of the Whitebeams, perhaps the best-known 
garden form is the ubiquitous Sorbus aria 
‘Lutescens’ which for many years was used exten-
sively in street, park and municipal plantings for 
its toughness and tolerance of all manner of soil 
and atmospheric conditions. It is a form of the na-
tive European whitebeam with distinctive upswept 
habit and silver, felted young growth which devel-
op into corrugated grey-green, rounded foliage. 
Heads of white, muskily scented flowers are fol-
lowed by red-russet berries much beloved by birds. 
I would also recommend the Tibetan whitebeam 
Sorbus thibetica ‘John Mitchell’ with its huge, 
rounded grey-green leaves, felted below with sil-
ver indumentum; its broadly conical, spreading 
habit and the medium sized russet-brown fruit 
make it a small to medium sized tree that packs a 
big punch. There are ‘intermediate’ forms too, ei-
ther naturally occurring or hybrids, which fall in 
between the Rowans and the Whitebeams; the 
most notable of these is the Swedish Whitebeam, 
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Sorbus x intermedia which is a naturally occurring 
hybrid from Scandinavia. Again, due to its tough-
ness, it has been planted expansively in municipal 
and urban settings but is now often found natural-
ized in many parts of the country. 
 Finally, a word about our, sadly now rare, 
native ‘Wild service tree’ or ‘Chequers’, Sorbus 
torminalis. I was born in a village called Prest-
wood in Buckinghamshire; the local pub was (is 
still?) called ‘The Chequers’ and a few miles 
away, near the town of Princes Risborough, is the 
Prime Minister’s residence, ‘Chequers’. The main 
reason appears to be the historical predominance 
and importance of these trees in the woods of the 
Chilterns hills where the fruit, or ‘chequers’ were 
traditionally harvested and used to flavour beer. 
 When I last went there (a few years ago 
now) I visited one of the old chalk pits on the edge 
of the village and the old, rather neglected looking 
mature ‘Chequers’ were still there. Despite their 
natural preference seemingly being alkaline soils, 
they are remarkably tolerant of other soil condi-
tions, particularly dry ones and were found wide-
spread across the country. Their ‘Maple-like’ foli-
age turns rich reds and golds in autumn and, again, 
their autumnal russet-brown fruit are adored by 
birds and mammals alike. They are slower grow-
ing but longer lived than many Sorbus and can 
attain a good size in the wild.  
 I read somewhere that ‘if you only have 
enough room in your garden for one tree, make 
sure it is a Sorbus’ and I would tend to agree. 
 

John and Julie Ridgley 
 

 
 

Ashbrittle Stawley & 
Clayhanger Cricket 

Club 
 

 
The season has now come to an end, and a good 
season was had by both teams, and even with a bit 
of wet weather cancelling matches in August it 
didn’t affect the overall outcome of the results ta-
ble…Yes! The 1st XI gained promotion into the 
West Somerset Cricket League Division 1, with 
the 2nd XI finishing fourth in Division 4. 
 A big thank you to the players who made 
the captain’s job of team selection each week sim-
ple by having the numbers available to select 
from, which hasn’t been easy over the past few 
years but we have managed to keep two teams 
competing each week. 
 Thank you to the two captains Rob Wil-
liams, John Barker and Vice Captains Mark White 

and Shaun Ridgeway. 
 Special thanks to Mark who was in charge 
of keeping the ground at Appley cut and kept very 
tidy. I think we all enjoy the view from Appley 
Pavilion! 
 A presentation of awards will be held in No-
vember and the AGM will be on Thursday 30th 
November at Appley Pavilion at 8.00 p.m. - all 
welcome. If you would like to get involved, please 
come along.  We would love to get the youth sec-
tion back up and running. Children from eight 
years old would enjoy this, but parents need to be 
able to help out also. 
 The club have wicket loam soil to apply, 
fund raising to organise and practice nets start in 
February, so no winter resting! 
 

Suzette Williams 
 

Somerset Playing Fields’ Association 

Awards 2023 
Many congratulations to Mark White and the Ash-
brittle, Stawley & Clayhanger Cricket Club for 
recognition of the superb condition of the cricket 
pitch and playing field, at the 2023 Playing Fields’ 
Awards.   
 Stawley Recreation Field and Appley Pavil-
ion was awarded ‘Highly Commended’ in the 
Large Fields category. 

The Playing Fields’ committee make anon-
ymous visits to all nominated playing fields during 
the summer to assess and compare the condition 
and upkeep of each field.   

 Appley was amongst august company 
and the Pavilion Committee would like to thank 
Mark and the Cricket Club for all the hard work 
that goes into keeping the field, hedging and fenc-
ing in tip-top order. 

 
Sally Scott, Secretary of the  

 
Suzette Williams accepted the award on behalf of 

Appley Pavilion and the Cricket Club 
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Lunch Club 
 

Our August lunch club gave us three activity op-
tions.  Doing nothing except chatting to neigh-
bours and friends; participating in a quiz involving 
getting wet feet walking round the church yard 
looking at gravestones; or participating in a fiend-
ish mathematical quiz set by Robert Boutwood. 
To my surprise the majority of people chose the 
maths quiz and I was astonished at the mental 
dexterity in the room which beat the wet feet 
hands down! 

The topic at our next meeting is 'Finding 
the Longitude' with well-known public speaker 
Ken Atherton.  He describes his talk as follows: 

 
Throughout the 17th and 18th centuries mariners 
crossed the oceans without any reliable means of 
measuring their longitude, relying on 'dead reck-
oning'. Voyages frequently ended in disaster as 
vessels, wildly off course, were lost on unfamiliar 
shores.  Whereas the scientific community fa-
voured a celestial answer to the problem, an un-
known clockmaker by the name of John Harrison 
had other ideas. 
 
We meet on the last Thursday in the month which 
will be 26th October. If you would like to join us 
please let me know: email harling-
delia@gmail.com or telephone 01823 672203.  
 
Advance notice - The Christmas Lunch Club will 
be on Thursday 14th December.  I will be taking 
bookings in November.  As ever, Jackie White 
will be providing us with a traditional meal 
with 'all the trimmings' which has always been 
exceptionally well received. 

Delia Harling 

 

Cinema under the Stars - SCA report 
 

The fundraiser organised by Stawley Community 
Association and Stawley Village Shop & Tearoom 
was a successful evening judging from the smiles 
on people’s faces as they left. Our grateful thanks 
to them all for coming and for their good humour, 
and understanding at the delayed start to the film. 

There are so many people to thank for sup-
porting our fundraiser. The local businesses who 
sponsored the event; their generosity is very much 
appreciated and although at the time of writing 
this report, we haven’t got a full picture on the 
monies raised, we do know that a large percentage 
of the costs involved will have been covered. Al-
so, those of you who could not attend but support-
ed us by donations and buying raffle tickets. 

It was a truly community effort all round 
with a large team of willing volunteers who 
helped on the night, in the setting up and in the 
tidy up at the end of the evening. A very big thank 
you to all. 

Alison Caswell, SCA Committee 

 

 

Coffee, Cake  
and Chat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashbrittle Village Hall 

 
Saturday 21st October 

10 -12 noon 
 

Unlimited Coffee and Delicious Home Baked 
Cakes available.  

 

Mobile Library 

at 

Greenham Bridge 

Next visit: Tuesday 24th October 

10.00 - 10.20 am 

mailto:harlingdelia@gmail.com
mailto:harlingdelia@gmail.com
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The Bowen Technique 

 

Kate Weeks cert ECBS MFHT MBTPA 

Muscle and Fascia release. 

 

A gentle, intelligent approach to treating a wide 

range of muscular skeletal and systemic issues, 

including; 

Back pain, neck pain, shoulder problems, head-

aches/migraines, TMJ problems, bursitis, fasciit-

is, SPD, pelvic issues and infant colic to name 

but a few. 

 

Safe for all age groups and during pregnancy. 

Bowen specialist with 20 years experience. 

 

Clinics held at The Terrace, Taunton. 

01823 338968/07721 462096 

kateweeksbowen@btinternet.com 

mailto:kateweeksbowen@btinternet.com
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Cleaning and Home Help 

One off or regular jobs 

General cleaning 

 

My cleaning products or yours 

End of tenancy cleaning 

Help with shopping 

Dog walking 

And much more 

 

 

 

 

 

References  

available 

Call Sarah on  

07772 761677 

 

Home & Garden 

Services 

 

 

indianamaish@hotmail.com  

01823 672003 

Covid-19: still open for business & following 

Social Distancing Measures 

Home: Cleaning, Ironing, having a ‘sort out’, 

Food Prep 

Garden:  Maintenance, Allotment, Clearance 

Support Work:  Enabling people with 

disabilities 

Handyman Services 

Emma 
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Kim White D.O. 
 

Registered Osteopath 

 

Freathingcott Farm, Holcombe Rogus,  

Wellington TA21 0NG 

For appointments please contact the practice on: 

 

01823 672925 
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Home Aerials 

Tel: 01984 623232 

homeaerials@gmail.com 

All Types of Aerials and Satellite 

Digital Upgrade Specialists 

Digital Boxes Supplied and Fitted 

Wiveliscombe & Surrounding Areas 

Local, Reliable, Experienced Engineer 

 

Contractors for Local Authorities  

and Housing Associations 

 

A Family Run Business  

for over 39 years 

Please contact  Lulu or Martin Milton 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Beautiful flowers - grown locally and 

sustainably 

 

Local gift bouquet delivery and  
flower subscriptions  
(March – November) 

 
Natural Farewell flowers 

 
Weddings and Events 

 
Flower workshops, demonstrations and talks 

 
Contact Jan on 07525948053 or for more  

information or visit: 
 

www.blueshedflowers.co.uk 
 

http://www.blueshedflowers.co.uk
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 H Tredwin & Son Ltd 

Independent Funeral Directors 

15 & 17 North Street, Wellington 

 

Providing a proficient, personal and caring  

service at all times. 

Fifth generation independent family business 

Private chapels of rest                          Pre-paid funeral plans 

www.htredwinandson.co.uk 

Contact Nick or Louise Tredwin:    Telephone: 01823 672287 

       Mob: 07702 726264 

  
PHILLIP HUMMEL PLUMBING & HEATING 

 
All domestic plumbing work undertaken. 

Oil Boiler service and installation. 
Oil Aga / Rayburn Service. 

Oil tank service and installation. 
Bathroom design and installation. 

Bathroom and Kitchen Tiling. 
Underfloor heating installation. 

Unvented hot water cylinder installation. 
 

Insured and registered oil heating engineer with OFTEC. 
 

Clean, tidy and polite;  references are available if required. 
 

For more information please contact  
Phillip Hummel 

 
Home Telephone number. 01823 652782 
Mobile telephone number. 07456668530  

Email  philliphummelplumbing@gmail.com 
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RACHEL GUNDRY 

LETTER CARVING IN STONE 

Headstones     Commemorative 

Poetry for the Garden      House signs 

Sundials     Foundation 

 stones 

Carving in situ 

Restoration/recarving 

Design & Illustration 

Visit local studio to see 
stone samples and dis-

cuss any enquiry  

TEACHING / WORK-

SHOPS AVAILABLE 

rachelgundry@hotmail.co.uk 

tel: 01984 624 897 

mobile:  07914 822 944 (weekdays) 

 

  Wanted  

 

 

 

 

Standing hardwood: Oak, Ash, 

Beech etc 

TOP PRICES PAID 

 

Call Carl Westcott 07973564759 
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Installation of Fencing, Gates  

and Sheds 

  

Hard Landscaping 

Fencing Repairs 

  

Boundary Fencing  

Decking 

Please contact Chris 

www.cannonfencing.com 

cannonfencing@outlook.com 

07434 640004 

 

 

GB BUILDING 

& 

MAINTENANCE 

Listed Building Specialist 

*Lime Plastering 

Internal/External 

*Cob Repairs 

*Lathe and Plaster 

*Stonework 

*Cut Roof, Green Oak etc. 

 

Contact Gary Broom 

Telephone   01823 283212 

or Mobile   07776032289 
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Want to improve your social life? 

then join 

West Somerset and East Devon  

Country Link 

An informal group run by the members 

Events include meals out, BBQs, country 

walks, music & dancing. 

For information and a  

free programme contact: 

 Val ~ 01823 461021 or 

Colin ~ 07849 757985 

The social link 

for the  

countryside 

Advertising in the 
Parish News 

 

• £1.40 per month 
for a small box  

• £3.00 for a quar-
ter page  

• £6.00 for a half 
page 

• £12.00 for a 
whole page. 
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Naturally grown seasonal  

vegetable boxes -  

delivered weekly to your door. 

 

Alex and Ruth 

07854680335 or 01823 672055 

steepholding.wordpress.com 

Holcombe Rogus, TA21 0JY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Rob Hill 
07845 756822  

 
wiveliscombe.joinery@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Kittisford Barton, Wellington, Somerset,  

TA21 0RZ 

www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk 

01823 672736 

Luxury award winning self-catering property ac-

commodating up to 14 adults and 2 children in 6 

comfortable bedrooms. Fabulous indoor swim-

ming pool, hot tub and sauna.  

Available throughout the year for weekends, 

weeks or mid week breaks. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Stunning Village Hall for hire  

in Waterrow 

  
A superb venue available for parties, weddings, 

funerals etc. can seat 80 in the hall with addition-
al outside space 

  
Facilities include an excellent fully equipped 
kitchen, large hall with a stage, meeting room 

and plenty of   outdoor seating potential 

  
Part day from only £30.00, whole day from just 

£90.00 
  

For booking information or  
further details,  

please visit our website at   

www.waterrow.org.uk  

http://www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk
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GREEN & CARTER 

Water Engineers – Established 1774 

Manufacturers of water powered hydraulic  

RAM pumps 

General water engineers Bore holes,  

Water filtration and purification 

Manufacturers of UV water purifiers   

and chlorination plant 

Telephone:  01823 672365 (24 hrs) 

Fax:  01823 672950    Mobile:  07774 108884.  

 

Janet Morris 

Freelance Hairdresser 

Gents, Ladies and Children 

For appointment or consultation please call: 

01823 660191 or 07768648244 

Willowbrook Nursery  

and Garden Centre 
Your local family-run Garden Centre   

Well stocked garden shop   

Café and Tea room          Bow Aquatic Centre   

                Pet and Bird Supplies      ‘Winesolution’ Wine shop  

Sheds              B & M Camping 

Situated on the A38 between Taunton and Wellington 

Telephone: 01823 461324  *Open 7 days a week 

www.willowbrooknurseryandgardencentre.co.uk  

PETER COOPER 

07960 589734 

CARPENTRY / JOINERY 

HARDWOOD FLOORING / FURNITURE 

FENCING / DECKING  

 

 

MANUFACTURER & STOCKIST OF 

BEE-KEEPING EQUIPMENT 

Hives and Frames 

Haddeo, Bathealton, Taunton TA4 2AG 

Tel: 01984 623851 

DAVID PEARCE           
For local cards, prints and paintings 

www.anniemusgrove.co.uk 

Meadow Farm, Greenham 

Fluetopia 

CHIMNEY SWEEP  

                            SERVICES 

Open Fires/Woodburning Stoves/AGAs 

and Rayburns/Rain/Bird guards fitted 

Paul Cronin  Mob: 07980 743192 

 

 

 

For all your printing needs  

at very competitive prices 

 

Call Matt on 07906 752190  

for a quote 
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Craftsmen you can rely on, 

Quality you can trust... 

In Lime Rendering, 

Lime Plastering & Building Restoration” 

 

Local Information 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Contact Numbers 
Greenham & Tracebridge  Caro Ayre             01823 672603 
Appley                               Rachel Chesterton   01823 673063 
Ashbrittle                           Charles Doble          01823 672365 
Stawley                              Pat Sweet            01823 672380 
Wellisford                         William Thomas 01823 673143 
Springrove                         Doreen Orton  01823 400731 

 

Police non-emergency number    101 
 

 
Police Beat Team 

 
PC Rachel Lang 2347  Tel: 07889 655887  

 Rachel.Lang@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
PCSO  Louise Fyne 6945   Tel:07889 659476 

       Louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
 

 
Parish Councils 

 
Ashbrittle  Chairman  Charles Doble 01823 672365 / 672618

 Email: charles@greenandcarter.com 

Bathealton Chairman   Philip Broad 07584 657106  
 Email: philip.broad1@outlook.com 
Stawley Chairman          Paul Musgrove 01823 672627 

 Email: stawleypc@yahoo.co.uk        www.stash.org.uk 
 

 
Community Halls 

 
Appley Pavilion and Recreation Field 
 – to book, ring Suzette Williams on 01823 672266 or  

          email: williamspfa@outlook.com 
 
Ashbrittle Village Hall 
 – to book, ring Pat Gainey on 01823  672760 
 
Bathealton Village Hall  
 – to book, ring Tilly Willis on 01984  624459 
 

 
Local Groups 

 
Stawley under Fives at the Appley Pavilion.   
Becky Allder Pre-schools Manager  
Swallows, Sampford Arundel  01823 672342 Mon/Tues 
Stawley Under Fives  07707 416871 Weds/Thurs/Fri  
 

PARISH NEWS DETAILS 
 

The Editors and the next issue deadline date are on the back cover.  Please send items for publication to the Editors in good 

time to ensure publication.  There is only a short time between the deadline and the printing of the Parish News and late items may 

not be included.  We are pleased to receive items in any form (typed, in long hand, or by email).  Naturally, we prefer items by 

email ashparishnews@gmail.com when they should be in Microsoft 'Word' format, as this saves a great deal of typing!     

Advertising Our  rates are £1.40 per month for a small box, £3.00 for a quarter page, £6.00 for a half page and £12.00 for a whole 

page.  Advertising for community events, charity and church fundraising events in our area are normally carried free of charge.  
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Defibrillators and The Village 
Emergency Telephone System 

(VETS) 
 
     ASHBRITTLE & STAWLEY:  

    01823 244104 
BATHEALTON: 01984 322919 
KITTISFORD, TRACEBRIDGE & 
APPLEY:    01823 245101 

 
The VETS numbers are available should you 
need assistance in an emergency or help to 
access a defibrillator.  Remember, in the 
event of a possible cardiac arrest in your 

household: ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST IN 
AN EMERGENCY AND,  IF A CHANCE 

ARISES, THEN DIAL THE VETS NUMBER, 
SPECIFYING THAT YOU NEED A 
DEFIBRILLATOR RATHER THAN 

GENERAL HELP 

 
There are four local defibrillators which are 
easy to use and available to anyone. They are 
permanently located at these places and can 
be found using the //What3words codes 
below. 
Ashbrittle Village Hall, on outside wall  

   blurts.flats.crouching 
Bathealton Village Hall, on outside wall 

   relatives.widgets.rolled 
Kittisford New House Farm, on wall, 
opposite church  bonkers.regime.lyricist 
Stawley Shop, on outside wall 
   messaging.servers.quaking 
These are all accessible 24 hours a day and 

no access codes are required. 

mailto:charles@greenandcarter.com
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   Next Deadline Date:     Friday 20th October 2023 

Editors: Maurice and Avril 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

October  
2nd 

 
12.00 - 3.00 p.m. 

 
‘Pop up café’ in Bathealton Village Hall 

4th and 18th 10.00 - 12.30 p.m. ‘Books and Biscuits, Coffee and Cake’ at the Stawley Mill Studio 

8th 10.00 – 3.00 p.m. Apple Day at the Pavilion 

10th and 24th 8.00 - 10.30 p.m. Wivey Folk Club in the Wiveliscombe Community Centre 

14th 7.30 p.m. Quiz night in Bathealton Village Hall 

19th 10.00 - 12 noon Coffee morning at Church Cottage, Stawley 

21st 10.00 - 12 noon ‘Coffee, Cake and Chat’ in Ashbrittle Village Hall 

26th 12 noon Lunch Club in Ashbrittle Village Hall 

22nd 9.00 - 1.00p.m. Breakfast and Car Boot Sale at Appley Pavilion 

November 
24th 

 
7.00 p.m. 

 
Quiz Night at Appley Pavilion 

30th 7.30 p.m. Cricket Club AGM 

December 
2nd 

  
Mrs Bart’s Christmas Fayre in Bathealton Village Hall 

15th From 8.00 p.m. Christmas Party with “Las Torders” at Appley Pavilion. 

17th  4.30 p.m. Carol Service in Bathealton Church 

February 2024 
23rd 

 
 

 
Cricket Club Quiz Night at Appley Pavilion 


