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For the Parishes of ASHBRITTLE with GREENHAM, BATHEALTON, STAWLEY and KITTISFORD 

Church Services 
 

Sunday September 3rd   Trinity 13 
9.30 a.m.                                          Parish Communion                        STAWLEY 
  
Sunday September 10th               Trinity 14 
10.00 a.m.                                        Confirmation Eucharist                  ROCKWELL GREEN 
  
Friday September 15th 
7.00p.m.                                           Flower Festival Songs of Praise      STAWLEY 
  
Sunday September  17th                Trinity 15                            
9.30 a.m.                                          Parish Communion                        KITTISFORD 
  
Sunday September  24th               Trinity 16 
9.30 a.m.                                       Parish Communion                       BATHEALTON 
 
Sunday October 1st   Harvest Festival     
11.00 am     Everyone welcome   STAWLEY 
  
Please note that the service on Sunday September 10th will take place at All Saints Church, Rockwell 
Green at 10.00 a.m. It will be the only service in the Wellington and District Team on that day when the 
celebrant will be the Bishop of Taunton, Ruth Worsley. The occasion was originally planned to mark the 
conclusion of the Team before its new configuration as three separate benefices. However, as the Tone 
Deanery have a small number of candidates for Confirmation, Bishop Ruth has agreed that she will 
confirm on that day as well as celebrate the Eucharist and preach. Everyone is most welcome to join us. 
There will be refreshments after the service. 
 The Songs of Praise on Friday September 15th will be a service of Hymns, Readings and Prayers 
and we will be joined by the Festival Choir and John Young. Do please come along and share in our 
worship. 

Churchwardens and Clergy 
 
Ashbrittle with Greenham 
   Charles Doble, The Old Rectory, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LQ   01823 672365 
   David Hanks, Manley House, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LE    01823 672436 
 
Bathealton  Andrew Lyle,  Road Hill House, Bathealton, TA4 2AW    01984 629013 
   Sarah Eustice, Oakwood, Spring Grove, TA4 1NL    01823 401248 
 
Kittisford  Annie Musgrove, Meadow Farm, Greenham, TA21 0JW   01823 672627 
 
Stawley  Penny Hare, Stawley Mill, Wellington, TA21 0HT    01823 672183 
   Graham Henson, Court Place Farm, Stawley, TA21 0HP   01823 672496 
 
Associate Priest   Rev’d Martin Beaumont, Hilltop, Milverton TA4 1JR         01823 400127 

Front cover photograph - Robyn Farmer.  Taken from Robyn's garden in Stawley early one morning 
when the sun made the fields overlooking Ashbrittle look yellow!  

Artists Wanted!    
Do you have a painting or photograph which could be used as a cover design for the Parish 

News? Seasonal and local images are particularly welcome. 
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Thought for the Month 
 

All those human beings who are recognised by 
the Church as a saint have a particular day on 
which their life and example can be remembered 
and celebrated. August 24th is the day when we 
call to mind St. Bartholomew, who also happens 
to be the saint in memory of whom Bathealton 
Church is dedicated. As we will be in Bathealton 
Church on Sunday August 27th, we will be 
making a point of celebrating Bartholomew and 
the life and witness of "his" village church.  
 We don't know much about Bartholomew; 
he is numbered amongst the twelve apostles 
(Mark 3.18) and in Acts (1.13) where we are told 
he was "the son of Tolmai". In addition there is a 
tradition that he visited India before being 
flogged to death in Armenia. However, 
Bartholomew was venerated in England for 
centuries when a holiday was observed at the end 
of August by parishioners gathering together for a 
traditional "Fair". 
 Bartholomew's name is probably most 
easily and often associated with the hospital in 
Smithfield, London. Here, a church, dedicated to 
Bartholomew was built with the permission of 
King Henry 1 and attached to it a hospital for 
destitute pilgrims. "Bart's" still provides health 
care for London's sick and it is a continual 
reminder of the charitable work of the Church. 
 Please join us on Sunday August 27th for a 
celebration of St.Bartholomew 
  
An interim arrangement 
I know that a good number of you have already 
attended two meetings at Appley Pavilion to 
discuss the proposals for the Ashbrittle Group of 
Parishes as the Wellington and District Team is re
-configured. Discussions are proceeding apace 
and  priorities have been identified in the person 
whom you would like to see appointed as your 
new full-time stipendiary incumbent. In order for 
this process to continue, it is now necessary for 
me to stand down as your "house for duty" priest 
and I will be retiring at the end of September. 
 However, bearing in mind that the current 
situation is somewhat unusual and there are a 
limited number of retired priests available to 
conduct services of worship, the Bishop is 
allowing me to continue taking services on a 
limited basis from December onwards. This 
means that although I will not be around the 
parishes very much, I will still be here on two 
Sundays a month. The other Sundays will be 
covered by a variety of retired priests who have 
the Bishop's "Permission to Officiate". I am sure 
you will make them all very welcome. 
 The new appointment should be made in 

the New Year after a period of advertising the 
vacancy.  My retirement is therefore rather 
more of an "Au-revoir" than an "Adieu"!! 
  With my best wishes, 

Martin Beaumont 
 

 

Harvest Festival Lunch  

at Stawley Mill 

on 

Sunday 1st October 

£10.00 per head 

Please contact Penny Hare on 01823 672183  

 to book your place. 

 

Spiceland is open for Heritage Day 
on 

Sunday 17th September 2023 

2 – 5pm 
 

Burial Grounds and Meeting House open to 
the public 

You are welcome to bring your own 
refreshments to enjoy in the peaceful 

surroundings of the grounds. 
 

COME AND SEE US – ONLY 1.5 MILES 
FROM UFFCULME AND SIGNPOSTED 

FROM THE A38 

Quaker Meeting for  

Worship  

at Spiceland   
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Country Matters - Marvellous Moths 
 

There are over 2,500 species of moths in the UK 
living in a wide variety of habitats. While moths 
are often thought of as the drab, nocturnal rela-
tives of butterflies, some are brightly coloured, 
many intricately patterned and they vary surpris-
ingly in form. They pollinate a wide diversity of 
plants, are important indicators of environmental 
health, and are a vital food source for inverte-
brates, birds, amphibians, reptiles and mammals. 
In the UK, blue-tits feed their chicks around thirty 
five billion moth caterpillars a year! 
 To survive these numerous predators, many 
moths are masters of camouflage. The elaborate 
designs of some blend seamlessly into tree bark, 
lichen covered rock or a pile of dried leaves. The 
Buff-tip can easily be confused with a birch twig. 
The Chinese Character, while quite noticeable, 
looks like an unappetising bird dropping. Some 
moths, such as the Hornet Moth and Bee Hawk-
moths, even disguise themselves (complete with 
transparent wings) as stinging insects to dissuade 
predators. 
 Camouflage, however, is not a moth’s only 
defence against predators. The Eyed Hawkmoth’s 
reddish underwings are adorned with startling 
blue eye-spots which are hidden at rest, but if dis-
turbed are suddenly revealed to frighten off preda-
tors. This use of colour may also be used by the 
red, yellow and blue “underwing” moths which 
are also well camouflaged at rest but reveal bril-
liantly coloured underwings as they take flight.  
 Some of the most colourful moths are day-
flying and rival many butterflies for colour. If you 
took part in the Big Butterfly Count last month 
you may have noticed the Six Spotted Burnet (red 
and black) and the Jersey Tiger (black and creamy 
white with brilliant orange-red underwings) in-
cluded in the species to count. The red and black 
Burnet and Cinnabar moths have a different ap-
proach to avoiding predators, their colouration 
warns of their toxicity which was ingested from 
caterpillar food plants. 
 A good way to observe moths in an area is 
to use a moth trap (a light attracts the moths and a 
box collects them when they land). It is said that 
opening a moth trap is like opening a present on 
Christmas day - the anticipation the night before, 
rising early with the hope that something wonder-
ful appeared while you slept and opening the box 
to reveal your surprise. After our first experience 
with a moth trap in Kittisford we are inclined to 
agree. There were over thirty species of moth in 
the trap including the Elephant Hawkmoth, so 
named for the trunk-like head of its caterpillar and 
the Privet Hawkmoth, which is the largest resi-
dent moth in the UK. Their patterns, shapes and 
names thoroughly delightful: Willow Beauty and 

Burnished Brass, Leopard Moth, Brussels Lace, 
Clouded Silver and Scorched Wing. 
 Of course, you don’t need a moth trap to get 
acquainted with your local moths. Checking your 
garden at night with a torch is a good first step or 
leaving a light on, especially near a white surface. 
Warm, still nights are best.  
 Wishing you Beauties and Hawkmoths, 
Carpets, Thorns, and Underwings.  
 Happy hunting! 
 

Alësha Naranjit and Frazer Higgins 

 

Ashbrittle Art and Craft Group 
 

 Painting and drawing  
Clay work and Textile Crafts  

 
Ashbrittle Village Hall  

 
Next Meetings: 

Wednesday 6th September 
and 4th October 

 

Please note new time: 1.00 - 4.00 p.m. 

Come and meet some local art and craft  
enthusiasts.  

 If you are interested in joining us please  
contact Pauline pjw200355@gmail.com  

Bathealton Parish Walk 

 
The annual Bathealton parish walk will be  

conducted on Sunday 3rd of September, start-
ing at 2.00 p.m. from Bathealton village hall.   

 
All residents and friends of Bathealton are  

welcome to join the walk. 

mailto:pjw200355@gmail.com
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Stawley Village Shop  

& Tea Room 
 

 

Opening hours 

Monday to Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm 

Saturday 8.00am to 2.00pm 

Sunday 9.00am to 11.00am 
 

 
 

The Post Office is here every Thursday 11.30am to 1.30pm 

 

Ring us on 01823 674361 or email shop@stawleyshop.com 
 ———————————————————————————————————————— 

 
Hi Everyone! We hope you’re all enjoying the sunshine in between the showers and are having  

a great summer! 
 

The Shop and The SCA (The Stawley Community Association) are bringing the joy and ex-
citement of the big screen to Appley with an outdoor family cinema evening! ‘Cinema un-
der the stars’ is an outdoor cinema experience (although there be in a marquee in case of 
bad weather) on Saturday 23rd September at Appley Pavilion.  Doors open at 5:45pm and 

the film starts at 6:30pm.Tickets cost £5 per adult and £3 for children under 15 which  
includes entry into a lucky ticket draw that will be drawn on the night.   

 
There will also be an SCA Raffle from which the money raised will go towards the upkeep 

and maintenance of the shop.  

We have a raffle prize donations box at the shop too so any donations would be very 
much appreciated. Tickets can be purchased at the shop but we only have a limited  

number of tickets available so get your tickets early!  
 

Join us for a fun evening of film along with all the usual treats such as hotdogs, burgers, 
popcorn, Ice cream and even a licensed bar for the parents!  

So pull up a beanbag or straddle some straw and snuggle down for an evening of  
entertainment with a difference!  

 
For more info please contact Katie at the shop on the number above!  

To help cover our initial costs for things like equipment and the relevant licenses that 
we require to hold the event, we are asking local businesses for sponsorship. For only 

£20 plus a raffle prize, we will advertise your business logo at the cinema night, over our 
social media platforms and in the shop. If you would like to become a sponsor please 

get in touch with Katie or Alison from the Shop, if they aren’t there, please leave a  
message and they will get back to you.  
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Ashbrittle Village Hall 

 
Saturday 16th September 

10 -12 noon 
 

Unlimited Coffee and Delicious Home Baked 
Cakes available.  

All for £4 per head 
Please come and join us! 

 

Coffee, Cake  
and Chat 

Tomatoes (Solanum lycopersicum) 
- the love apples of the Andes 

 
The same old up-turned bucket I used for picking 
my blackcurrants also comes in very handy for 
working through the tomatoes growing in my 
polytunnel. I can shuffle my way up the row on it 
whilst I ‘de-side shoot’, take off older lower 
leaves and tie-in the various (and mostly) heritage 
varieties that I grow. I’ve always enjoyed growing 
tomatoes; I like the ritual of starting them from 
seed, selecting the best plants and growing them 
on, planting out into their large pots, the training 
up strings, the pruning, the liquid feeding and 
watering. And most of all, the preparing and 
eating of them.  
 
A very tasty supper 
Tonight I’ve had a simple three variety salad, a 
‘beefsteak’ type called ‘black brandywine’, and 
golden-yellow variety called (appropriately) 
‘golden sun’ and greenish-yellow variety called 
‘green grape’ sliced, a little salt, mozzarella, 
basil and olive oil… There are never too many, 
never a glut; any surplus can be turned into 
decadent home-made tomato soup or into passata 
and frozen for winter pasta dishes. 
 I remember my father tentatively growing 
‘Gardeners Delight’ (an open pollinated cherry) 
and ‘Marmande’ (a rustic French beefsteak) 
which, along with the ubiquitous ‘Money-maker’, 
‘Alicante’, ‘Shirley’ and ‘Ailsa Craig’, were 
seemingly the only varieties available in the home 
gardeners seed catalogues in the early 70s. He 
grew them outside which was OK if you had a 
long, hot summer but the dreaded ‘Potato 
blight’ (Phytopthora infestans) could reduce your 
crop to black, mouldy slop in wet and humid 
years and short, cold summers would leave you 
with, at best, a nice batch of green tomato 
chutney.  
 Dad fed his tomatoes with a liquid feed 
made of sheep-dockings placed in a sack which 
would be steeped in a water butt and used 
whenever the plants required a drink. Pretty 
stinky stuff but it seemed to do the trick. I use a 
similar method and have also found liquid 
comfrey feed very effective but often cheat and 
use Chase organics seaweed based liquid feed 
which gives a bumper crop of tasty, tasty fruit. 
 The history around the cultivation of 
tomatoes is a complicated and fascinating one and 
like many other fruits and vegetables that 
originated in the New World, it came to Europe 
through a number of circuitous routes and over 
several centuries which accounts for the mind-
boggling array of varieties, sizes, shapes and 
colours in which the fruit come. The wild species 
that modern tomatoes are derived from is 

Solanum pimpinellifolium which is native in 
Mexico, Ecuador and Peru but naturalized in 
other parts of South America. It is a sprawling 
annual with red fruits about the size of a pea and 
there is evidence that it was used by ancient 
peoples of the region and some selection for size, 
flavour and colour began with the Pueblo and 
Aztec cultures and it is most likely that these were 
the first seeds brought back into Europe by the 
Spanish. It soon spread to Asia (probably via the 
Philippines) where it was developed further 
before moving back into Europe from the east 
bringing new and fresh strains.  
 
Once considered poisonous 
The botanist Carl Linnaeus gave the ‘cultivated’ 
tomato the name Solanum lycopersicum in 1753 
and for a long time in northern Europe and the 
United States they were considered poisonous, 
sinister and connected with the devil hence the 
common names ‘Love Apple’, ‘Wolf Apple’ and 
‘Devil’s Apple’. The real take off for their 
breeding and extensive culinary use in these 
regions started in the mid 18th century and hasn’t 
looked back since with massive and heavily 
funded breeding programmes to create the 
ultimate commercial varieties that can be grown 
intensively, ripen evenly, have a uniformity of (so 
called) ‘quality’ plus skin and flesh that is tough 
enough for machine processing and long distance 
transportation and storage.  
 All that, however, adds up to a pretty dull 
and innocuous ‘product’ with very little flavour 
and dubious nutritional value. Which leads me 
back, once again, to the up-turned bucket in my 
polytunnel and that just-plucked, sun-warmed, 
succulent and flavoursome heritage tomato that I 
am about to sink my teeth into! Bon appetit! 

 
John Ridgley 
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 Somerset Art Weeks  

Art Exhibition at Meadow Farm, Greenham, TA21 0JW  

Opening Times: 10 am - 5 pm  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday between  16th September - 1st October  

 

An exhibition of new  

paintings, prints, cards  

and wooden  

benches  

by Annie & Ed Musgrove 

Easily accessible from the A38. Turn right for 

Cothay Manor when entering Greenham 

from A38: first house on the left 500m from 

the junction. Partial disabled access.  

Parking available. 

 

Refreshments available 

www.anniemusgrove.co.uk  

Tel 01823 672627 amusgrove@cantab.net  

Ashbrittle Stawley & Clayhanger Cricket Club 

 
Disappointing weather for August disrupted most of our games; both teams were 
knocked out of cup competitions, but the 1st XI reached the semi-finals of the West 
Somerset League Cup. The 1st team are sitting on top of Division two WSCL at the 
moment, with four games (hopefully) to go. 

 
Fixtures for September 2023 

West Somerset Cricket League Div 2 and Div 4 
 

  1st XI                                                  2nd XI 
   2nd Away v Wiveliscombe                 Home v Stoke St Mary 
   9th Home v Stoodleigh                        No Game 

New Work on Show during Somerset Art Weeks  
by Annie Musgrove 

 
It has been a busy summer for local artist, Annie Musgrove. After winning the Ilminster Open with her 
oil painting “Untouchable Horizons”, she has also had work selected for the Evolver Prize exhibition in 
Yeovil and the Thelma Hulbert Open in Honiton. 
 Annie is a former geography teacher from Wellington School, and her knowledge of landscapes 
and the weather underpins her atmospheric landscape and seascape paintings. She is showing a large 
collection of her paintings and prints during Somerset Art Weeks.  
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Twinning Visit 

 
 
 

Wellington welcomes twinning guests  
from Immenstadt 

 
After a long journey, the German Immenstadter 
coach finally pulled into the Longforth bus park at 
about 10.00 p.m. on Sunday 6th August. About 
twenty of us were there to welcome our fifteen 
guests from Immenstadt, southern Bavaria, who 
were all staying with hosts from in and around 
Wellington. They had been travelling for two days 
with an overnight stop at Aachen and were ‘a wee 
bit tired’.   
 A week of activities had been arranged 
starting with a visit to Wellington School’s won-
derful chapel on Monday morning followed by a 
climb up the newly restored Wellington Monu-
ment (two hundred and thirty two steps). Our 
guest was Elsa Koenig who raced up to the top of 
the monument without any hesitation.  
 The following day we escorted our friends 
to the Walled Garden at Cannington combined 
with an informative presentation at the Hinkley 
Point C Visitor Centre. In the afternoon we went 
to Dunster where they loved the castle (Schloss 
Dunster), the town and, of course, some cream 
teas. 
 Bright and early on the Wednesday we 
climbed aboard their coach to go to Exmouth for a 
boat trip to Topsham. From Topsham it was an 
easy ride to Exeter with time spent wandering 
around the Cathedral and then the shops. It was a 
bit of a rush to leave Exeter as the Wellington 
Twinning Association was hosting a dinner at the 
Oake Golf Club that evening. We made it, and 
about fifty of us enjoyed an international evening 
with a great meal and excellent service from the 
club staff. 
 Thursday involved a trip to Taunton and a 
visit to the MK Test Systems. That evening we 
took Elsa to The Globe at Appley, where she real-
ly enjoyed a meal in an English pub. 
 Oh dear, 4.30 a.m. on the Friday morning 
really did hurt! We needed to be at Longforth for 
our farewells prior to their departure at 6.00 a.m. 
 In summary, this was a wonderful week 
with a group of people who appreciate their con-
nection to Wellington (and Ashbrittle). If anyone 
is interested in joining Wellington Twinning As-
sociation, please contact Judy Webb 
(judy@chackeridge.co.uk).  
 We are also twinned with Lillebonne in 
France and Torres Vedras in Portugal. 

Judy Webb 

 

Bathealton  

Boundaries  

Buddies (BBB) 

 
 

Why not drop into our monthly ‘Pop Up’ 
in  Bathealton Village Hall 

 
When : First Monday of the month:  

 
4th September and 7th October 

from 12 noon - 3.00 p.m. 
 

Catch up with old friends and meet new ones. 
 
Have a light lunch; Home made soup and 
sandwiches, a selection of cakes with cafetiere 
coffee or tea: make time to Catch up and Chat 

 
Cost : £7.00 - a percentage of the profit will help 

to support the village hall. 

 

Beat Surgery  
 

Stawley Village Shop  
and  

Tearoom 
 

Tuesday 5th September 
 

From 9.00 - 10.00am  
 

  with PCSO 6945        
Louise Fyne  

 
AVON AND SOMERSET  

CONSTABULARY 

Working together to make the communities of 
Avon and Somerset feel safe and be safe 

www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 

Village Oil Group 
The next oil delivery is due on  

Wednesday 11th October 
To place an order, please email: 

judy.milne@btopenworld.com or contact  
Judy or Michael Milne on 01823 672205 by the 

Monday before the Wednesday delivery 
New members always welcome 

mailto:judy@chackeridge.co.uk
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From volunteer to forging a new career 
 

Volunteers in Somerset’s NHS are being offered 
specialist training to help them forge a career in 
the health service. It’s all part of a scheme, devel-
oped by clinicians, that aims to encourage volun-
teers to take up a role in the NHS to give them the 
training and knowledge they need at the same 
time. 
 The scheme, called ‘Volunteer to Career’, is 
one of a number of ways that the NHS in Somerset 
is addressing the huge workforce challenges fac-
ing the health service. In total, there are currently 
an estimated 110,000 vacancies across the NHS in 
England.   
 The focus of the scheme in Somerset is on 
the NHS Trust’s neighbourhood teams, which are 
made up of various community services and GP 
practices. The teams of volunteers provide support 
across a range of services, including clinical ad-
ministration, helping to address patient isolation 
and loneliness, reassuring patients before surgery, 
taking calls, offering family liaison and supporting 
the process when patients leave hospital. The vol-
unteers are then given an opportunity to choose 
the areas they would like to support. 
 Since the start of the pandemic, volunteers 
have mobilised across the UK to provide vital 
complementary support to health and social care 
colleagues. Around 71,000 people took roles  to 
help with the UK’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme. And 11,000 of those who volunteered to 
administer jabs have since decided to take up full-
time jobs within the NHS – demonstrating the val-
ue of these opportunities.  
 Carly Schoepp, programme manager, said: 
“Many people volunteer in the NHS for different 
reasons, and some have aspirations to eventually 
work in health and care. It’s vital that we think 
more about how we help those volunteers into 
their chosen career, to do so is good for the indi-
vidual, for services and for patients.” 

 Mark Newton, a volunteer who joined the 
trial scheme that ran in North Sedgemoor, said: 
“The Volunteer to Career scheme is proving to be 
an excellent way for me to gain practical experi-
ence and skills in my chosen field of mental 
health. I’m able to reflect on my experiences, seek 
guidance from professionals, and take advantage 
of the training and learning opportunities offered 
through the scheme.” 

 “By volunteering, I have an opportunity to 
make a meaningful impact on the lives of others, 
while also working towards my career goals. I 
would recommend joining this scheme to anyone 
looking for a future career within the NHS.”  
    

  If you’re interested in getting involved: 
email volunteering@SomersetFT.nhs.uk. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Donations for the Parish News  

 
Donation received from S. Williams.  Thanks 
again, for your kind support.   
 
Donations may be left at Stawley Shop or sent 
directly to the Treasurer.  Details inside back cov-
er. 

Andrew Millard, Treasurer   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meeting arrangements will be confirmed in  

advance when the reminder email is sent out. 
   

If you would like to join us please contact me 
and I will add you to the mailing list.  Perhaps 
you would like to come along and learn to spin 

with us? 
Or bring along your knitting, crochet or  
other needlecraft project. All welcome. 

 
Next Sessions  

 Tuesdays 5th and 19th September 
          3rd and 17th October 

 at 2.30pm 
 

Contact Pauline: on 01823 672222 or  
email pjw200355@gmail.com 

  Spinning and             
Woolcraft  

Group 

You are cordially invited to: 
 

Books and Biscuits,  
Coffee and Cake 

 
STAWLEY MILL STUDIO BOOKSHOP 

 
on the  

first and third Wednesday of each month 
 

6th and 20th September 
from  

10.00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 
 

All proceeds in aid of Stawley Church  

Fabric Fund. 

mailto:volunteering@SomersetFT.nhs.uk
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Forthcoming events at the Appley Pavilion 

 
        APPLE DAY 

  SUNDAY 8TH OCTOBER 2023 

APPLEY PAVILION, TA21 0HH 

 

Free Entry and Apple Pressing 10am - 3pm 

Bring your own apples and bottles 

 

BANGERS AND MASH SERVED 12—2.00 

Cider Stall 

 

COMPETITIONS: 

Best apple pie, Best apple cake,  

Biggest apple, Apple bobbing 
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Ashbrittle, Stawley and Clayhanger Cricket Club 2nd XI 

CONCERT FOR ROSSHOLME SCHOOL IN KENYA  
APPLEY PAVILION – 30TH SEPTEMBER 2023 7.30pm 

 
RICHARD LENNOX is a professional pianist/organist and he plays all genres of music, from 
Jazz to Purcell. A classical and crossover musician, Richard is incredibly adept and a complete 
all-round artist, playing piano, keyboards and organ, not to mention the double bass. He has 
worked extensively in theatre, cabaret and major concert venues across the UK and Europe, in-
cluding the Royal Albert Hall. 
 As a young student, studying music, and coming from Weston-super-Mare, Richard was 
often part of the accompaniment group playing for East Brent’s well renowned musical produc-
tions at The Playhouse, Weston- super-Mare.  
 On 30th September, Richard is delighted to be supporting a musical evening at Appley Pa-
vilion for Rossholme School in Kenya. Other musical entertainment will be provided by the Vil-
lage Festival Choir, conducted by John Young and other local musicians. 
 
Rossholme School in Kenya, registered charity number 1178553, was set up by Judy Webb in 
2017, and now has 425 pupils. It provides proper education within the Kiambiu Slum in Nairo-
bi, Kenya and helps deprived young people grow into healthy, educated and successful adults. 
 A campaign to raise £25,000 to gain possession of the land and property where it is locat-
ed, has just been launched. 

 
Tickets, priced at £15, are available from Stawley Shop  

or from judy@rossholme.co.uk tel: 07860 115951 

Back row (l to r)  Steven Priscott, Will Priscott, Tom Priscott, Boris Priscott, Johnnie Wrightson,  
   John Barker (Capt), Pete Woodbury and Rob Popplestone. 
Front row (l to r) Leon Westcott, Jonty Milligan and  Freddie Bartlett 

mailto:judy@rossholme.co.uk
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Gardening Club 
 
Once again, two events were scheduled for Au-
gust. The month’s Garden Visit was very kindly 
arranged by Freda Parkinson and was an afternoon 
visit to Bradon Farm Garden, Isle Abbots, near 
Taunton.  This is a private garden, belonging to 
the National Garden Scheme, which is opened 
both for special charity events and for groups, 
such as ours, by special arrangement.  The garden 
is a great tribute to Deborah Stanley and her hus-
band, with Deborah personally designing it.  They 
created the garden from scratch, having to tackle 
the additional challenges of masking farm build-
ings and coping with the seasonal floods which 
characterise the area.  A lot was learnt of the plant 
species which don’t tolerate wet feet!   
 Over a period of years, the classic formal 
garden was created, often by using the hundreds 
of cuttings taken by Deborah herself, which were 
used to create an intricate tapestry of topiary de-
signs.  The garden is often said to be an inspira-
tion and demonstration on the effective use of 
structure.  Topiary of Box plants is in abundance, 
together with a parterre, knot garden, pleached 
lime walk and formal pond as well as herbaceous 
borders, orchard and wildflower planting.  The 
Garden has numerous, and much admired, seating 
areas and these were greatly enjoyed for a deli-
cious cream tea and, of course, lots of chat! 
 The other event for August, a Woodland 
Bring and Share Picnic in a member’s grounds, is 
still pending with the hope that the sun, which mi-
raculously appeared for the Bradon Farm visit, 
will again oblige! 
 The Garden Visit in September will be to 
Hestercombe Gardens and will be followed by yet 
another Member’s Open Garden event.  Whilst in 
October, the Club plans to visit Forde Abbey and 
Gardens, near Chard. 

Val Wall 

 
 

Lunch Club 
 
Our July lunch club was particularly well attended 
and we were delighted to welcome some locals 
who are not regulars.  As ever, Jackie White pro-
vided us with a delicious meal. 
 Our entertainment came from Paul Jacques, 
the Wandering Minstrel and his accompanist Alan 
Taylor who had come from Brighton for the occa-
sion.   They played a wide variety of music in 
which I think there was something for everyone. 
 Our next Lunch Club is on Thursday 28th 
September.  Avril Silk will be telling us about her 
writing workshops - see our advert for more de-
tails. 
 If you would like to join us please let me 
know: email harlingdelia@gmail.com or tele-
phone 01823 672203.  

Delia Harling 
 

 

Mobile Library 

at 

Greenham Bridge 

Next visit 

Tuesday 26th September 2023 

10.00 - 10.20 am 

Rainfall Statistics (inches)  
for July 

 
2019     2020     2021     2022     2023 

          2.41      1.68      3.66      0.55      4.25 
 

Looking back it feels as if there was endless rain 
in July – but would you believe it, there were ten 
dry days!   
 Not a record month either, only the fourth 
wettest July since 2010.  The wettest was July 
2012 with 5.02 inches.   

Val Coots 

mailto:harlingdelia@gmail.com
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The Bowen Technique 

 

Kate Weeks cert ECBS MFHT MBTPA 

Muscle and Fascia release. 

 

A gentle, intelligent approach to treating a wide 

range of muscular skeletal and systemic issues, 

including; 

Back pain, neck pain, shoulder problems, head-

aches/migraines, TMJ problems, bursitis, fasciit-

is, SPD, pelvic issues and infant colic to name 

but a few. 

 

Safe for all age groups and during pregnancy. 

Bowen specialist with 20 years experience. 

 

Clinics held at The Terrace, Taunton. 

01823 338968/07721 462096 

kateweeksbowen@btinternet.com 

mailto:kateweeksbowen@btinternet.com
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Cleaning and Home Help 

One off or regular jobs 

General cleaning 

 

My cleaning products or yours 

End of tenancy cleaning 

Help with shopping 

Dog walking 

And much more 

 

 

 

 

 

References  

available 

Call Sarah on  

07772 761677 

 

Home & Garden 

Services 

 

 

indianamaish@hotmail.com  

01823 672003 

Covid-19: still open for business & following 

Social Distancing Measures 

Home: Cleaning, Ironing, having a ‘sort out’, 

Food Prep 

Garden:  Maintenance, Allotment, Clearance 

Support Work:  Enabling people with 

disabilities 

Handyman Services 

Emma 
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Kim White D.O. 
 

Registered Osteopath 

 

Freathingcott Farm, Holcombe Rogus,  

Wellington TA21 0NG 

For appointments please contact the practice on: 

 

01823 672925 
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Home Aerials 

Tel: 01984 623232 

homeaerials@gmail.com 

All Types of Aerials and Satellite 

Digital Upgrade Specialists 

Digital Boxes Supplied and Fitted 

Wiveliscombe & Surrounding Areas 

Local, Reliable, Experienced Engineer 

 

Contractors for Local Authorities  

and Housing Associations 

 

A Family Run Business  

for over 39 years 

Please contact  Lulu or Martin Milton 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Beautiful flowers - grown locally and 

sustainably 

 

Local gift bouquet delivery and  
flower subscriptions  
(March – November) 

 
Natural Farewell flowers 

 
Weddings and Events 

 
Flower workshops, demonstrations and talks 

 
Contact Jan on 07525948053 or for more  

information or visit: 
 

www.blueshedflowers.co.uk 
 

http://www.blueshedflowers.co.uk
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 H Tredwin & Son Ltd 

Independent Funeral Directors 

15 & 17 North Street, Wellington 

 

Providing a proficient, personal and caring  

service at all times. 

Fifth generation independent family business 

Private chapels of rest                          Pre-paid funeral plans 

www.htredwinandson.co.uk 

Contact Nick or Louise Tredwin:    Telephone: 01823 672287 

       Mob: 07702 726264 

  
PHILLIP HUMMEL PLUMBING & HEATING 

 
All domestic plumbing work undertaken. 

Oil Boiler service and installation. 
Oil Aga / Rayburn Service. 

Oil tank service and installation. 
Bathroom design and installation. 

Bathroom and Kitchen Tiling. 
Underfloor heating installation. 

Unvented hot water cylinder installation. 
 

Insured and registered oil heating engineer with OFTEC. 
 

Clean, tidy and polite;  references are available if required. 
 

For more information please contact  
Phillip Hummel 

 
Home Telephone number. 01823 652782 
Mobile telephone number. 07456668530  

Email  philliphummelplumbing@gmail.com 
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RACHEL GUNDRY 

LETTER CARVING IN STONE 

Headstones     Commemorative 

Poetry for the Garden      House signs 

Sundials     Foundation 

 stones 

Carving in situ 

Restoration/recarving 

Design & Illustration 

Visit local studio to see 
stone samples and dis-

cuss any enquiry  

TEACHING / WORK-

SHOPS AVAILABLE 

rachelgundry@hotmail.co.uk 

tel: 01984 624 897 

mobile:  07914 822 944 (weekdays) 

 

  Wanted  

 

 

 

 

Standing hardwood: Oak, Ash, 

Beech etc 

TOP PRICES PAID 

 

Call Carl Westcott 07973564759 



27 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Installation of Fencing, Gates  

and Sheds 

  

Hard Landscaping 

Fencing Repairs 

  

Boundary Fencing  

Decking 

Please contact Chris 

www.cannonfencing.com 

cannonfencing@outlook.com 

07434 640004 

 

 

GB BUILDING 

& 

MAINTENANCE 

Listed Building Specialist 

*Lime Plastering 

Internal/External 

*Cob Repairs 

*Lathe and Plaster 

*Stonework 

*Cut Roof, Green Oak etc. 

 

Contact Gary Broom 

Telephone   01823 283212 

or Mobile   07776032289 
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Want to improve your social life? 

then join 

West Somerset and East Devon  

Country Link 

An informal group run by the members 

Events include meals out, BBQs, country 

walks, music & dancing. 

For information and a  

free programme contact: 

 Val ~ 01823 461021 or 

Colin ~ 07849 757985 

The social link 

for the  

countryside 

Advertising in the 
Parish News 

 

• £1.40 per month 
for a small box  

• £3.00 for a quar-
ter page  

• £6.00 for a half 
page 

• £12.00 for a 
whole page. 
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Naturally grown seasonal  

vegetable boxes -  

delivered weekly to your door. 

 

Alex and Ruth 

07854680335 or 01823 672055 

steepholding.wordpress.com 

Holcombe Rogus, TA21 0JY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Rob Hill 
07845 756822  

 
wiveliscombe.joinery@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Kittisford Barton, Wellington, Somerset,  

TA21 0RZ 

www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk 

01823 672736 

Luxury award winning self-catering property ac-

commodating up to 14 adults and 2 children in 6 

comfortable bedrooms. Fabulous indoor swim-

ming pool, hot tub and sauna.  

Available throughout the year for weekends, 

weeks or mid week breaks. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Stunning Village Hall for hire  

in Waterrow 

  
A superb venue available for parties, weddings, 

funerals etc. can seat 80 in the hall with addition-
al outside space 

  
Facilities include an excellent fully equipped 
kitchen, large hall with a stage, meeting room 

and plenty of   outdoor seating potential 

  
Part day from only £30.00, whole day from just 

£90.00 
  

For booking information or  
further details,  

please visit our website at   

www.waterrow.org.uk  

http://www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk
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GREEN & CARTER 

Water Engineers – Established 1774 

Manufacturers of water powered hydraulic  

RAM pumps 

General water engineers Bore holes,  

Water filtration and purification 

Manufacturers of UV water purifiers   

and chlorination plant 

Telephone:  01823 672365 (24 hrs) 

Fax:  01823 672950    Mobile:  07774 108884.  

 

Janet Morris 

Freelance Hairdresser 

Gents, Ladies and Children 

For appointment or consultation please call: 

01823 660191 or 07768648244 

Willowbrook Nursery  

and Garden Centre 
Your local family-run Garden Centre   

Well stocked garden shop   

Café and Tea room          Bow Aquatic Centre   

                Pet and Bird Supplies      ‘Winesolution’ Wine shop  

Sheds              B & M Camping 

Situated on the A38 between Taunton and Wellington 

Telephone: 01823 461324  *Open 7 days a week 

www.willowbrooknurseryandgardencentre.co.uk  

PETER COOPER 

07960 589734 

CARPENTRY / JOINERY 

HARDWOOD FLOORING / FURNITURE 

FENCING / DECKING  

 

 

MANUFACTURER & STOCKIST OF 

BEE-KEEPING EQUIPMENT 

Hives and Frames 

Haddeo, Bathealton, Taunton TA4 2AG 

Tel: 01984 623851 

DAVID PEARCE           
For local cards, prints and paintings 

www.anniemusgrove.co.uk 

Meadow Farm, Greenham 

Fluetopia 

CHIMNEY SWEEP  

                            SERVICES 

Open Fires/Woodburning Stoves/AGAs 

and Rayburns/Rain/Bird guards fitted 

Paul Cronin  Mob: 07980 743192 

 

 

 

For all your printing needs  

at very competitive prices 

 

Call Matt on 07906 752190  

for a quote 
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Craftsmen you can rely on, 

Quality you can trust... 

In Lime Rendering, 

Lime Plastering & Building Restoration” 

 

Local Information 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Contact Numbers 
Greenham & Tracebridge  Caro Ayre             01823 672603 
Appley                               Rachel Chesterton   01823 673063 
Ashbrittle                           Charles Doble          01823 672365 
Stawley                              Pat Sweet            01823 672380 
Wellisford                         William Thomas 01823 673143 
Springrove                         Doreen Orton  01823 400731 

 

Police non-emergency number    101 
 

Police Beat Team 
 

PC Rachel Lang 2347  Tel: 07889 655887  
 Rachel.Lang@avonandsomerset.police.uk 

PCSO  Louise Fyne 6945   Tel:07889 659476 
       Louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk 

 

Parish Councils 
 
Ashbrittle  Chairman  Charles Doble 01823 672365 / 672618

 Email: charles@greenandcarter.com 

Bathealton Chairman   Philip Broad 07584 657106  
 Email: philip.broad1@outlook.com 
Stawley Chairman          Paul Musgrove 01823 672627 

 Email: stawleypc@yahoo.co.uk        www.stash.org.uk 
 

Community Halls 
 

Appley Pavilion and Recreation Field 
 – to book, ring Suzette Williams on 01823 672266 or  

          email: williamspfa@outlook.com 
 
Ashbrittle Village Hall 
 – to book, ring Pat Gainey on 01823  672760 
 
Bathealton Village Hall  
 – to book, ring Tilly Willis on 01984  624459 
 

Local Groups 
 
Stawley under Fives at the Appley Pavilion.   
Becky Allder Pre-schools Manager  
Swallows, Sampford Arundel  01823 672342 Mon/Tues 
Stawley Under Fives  07707 416871 Weds/Thurs/Fri  
 
Rural Community Initiative (RCI) is a local charity set 
up in 1999 to support the way of life of the people of this 
rural community. For further information please contact 
the chair of the committee: 

Mike Parkinson  mike.parky3@gmail.com 

PARISH NEWS DETAILS 
 

The Editors and the next issue deadline date are on the back cover.  Please send items for publication to the Editors in good 

time to ensure publication.  There is only a short time between the deadline and the printing of the Parish News and late items may 

not be included.  We are pleased to receive items in any form (typed, in long hand, or by email).  Naturally, we prefer items by 

email ashparishnews@gmail.com when they should be in Microsoft 'Word' format, as this saves a great deal of typing!     

Advertising Our  rates are £1.40 per month for a small box, £3.00 for a quarter page, £6.00 for a half page and £12.00 for a whole 

page.  Advertising for community events, charity and church fundraising events in our area are normally carried free of charge.  

Occasional one-off adverts from residents in our area seeking to sell or buy an article or seeking to acquire or offer a service are 

also carried free of charge.  In all cases the style, layout and size allocated to an advert is at the discretion of the Editors.  
 

Editors: Maurice Stanbury 01823 672216 and  Avril Silk 01823 672131                    e-mail address: ashparishnews@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Andrew Millard, Barton Barn, Kittisford, Wellington TA21 0RZ          Bank details:  Account Name: The Parish News,  

Sort Code: 30-98-45.  Acc. no. 01828373      Distribution: Pat and  David Sweet 01823 672380                                                           

Printed by Sharper Print  Tel 07906 52190                         

Editorial Policy 
Please note that the views expressed in this 
magazine are the responsibility of the 
individual author(s) and are not necessarily the 
views held by the editors of the Parish News. 

Defibrillators and The Village 
Emergency Telephone System 

(VETS) 
 
     ASHBRITTLE & STAWLEY:  

    01823 244104 
BATHEALTON: 01984 322919 
KITTISFORD, TRACEBRIDGE & 
APPLEY:    01823 245101 

 
The VETS numbers are available should you 
need assistance in an emergency or help to 
access a defibrillator.  Remember, in the 
event of a possible cardiac arrest in your 

household: ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST IN 
AN EMERGENCY AND,  IF A CHANCE 

ARISES, THEN DIAL THE VETS NUMBER, 
SPECIFYING THAT YOU NEED A 
DEFIBRILLATOR RATHER THAN 

GENERAL HELP 

 
There are four local defibrillators which are 
easy to use and available to anyone. They are 
permanently located at these places and can 
be found using the //What3words codes 
below. 
Ashbrittle Village Hall, on outside wall  

   blurts.flats.crouching 
Bathealton Village Hall, on outside wall 

   relatives.widgets.rolled 
Kittisford New House Farm, on wall, 
opposite church  bonkers.regime.lyricist 
Stawley Shop, on outside wall 
   messaging.servers.quaking 
These are all accessible 24 hours a day and 

no access codes are required. 

mailto:charles@greenandcarter.com
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   Next Deadline Date:     Friday 22nd September 2023 

Editors: Maurice and Avril 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

September  
7th 

 
12.00 - 3.00 p.m. 

 
‘Pop up café’ in Bathealton Village Hall 

19th 10.00 - 12 noon ‘Coffee, Cake and Chat’ in Ashbrittle Village Hall 

6th and 20th 10.00 - 12.30 p.m. ‘Books and Biscuits, Coffee and Cake’ at the Stawley Mill Studio 

10th From 2.30 p.m. Stawley Flower Show and Appley Pavilion Teas 

9th - 17th  10 Parishes ‘Exhibition of Work’ at Greenways Studios, Ashbrittle 

14th - 17th 10.00 am - 6.00 pm Stawley Church Flower Festival with teas at Stawley Mill 

16th, 17th, 22nd, 
23rd, 24th, 29th, 30th  

 10 Parishes/Somerset Arts Week - Exhibitions  
at Greenham and Bathealton  

23rd From 5.45 p. m. ‘Cinema under the Stars’ at Appley Pavilion 

28th 12 noon Lunch Club in Ashbrittle Village Hall 

30th 7.30 p.m. Concert at the Pavilion, in aid of the Rossholme School in Kenya. 

October  
8th 

 
10.00 – 3.00 p.m. 

 
Apple Day at the Pavilion 

22nd 9.00 - 1.00p.m. Breakfast and Car Boot Sale at Appley Pavilion 

November 
24th 

 
7.00 p.m. 

 
Quiz Night at Appley Pavilion 

30th 7.30 p.m. Cricket Club AGM 

December 
2nd 

  
Mrs Bart’s Christmas Fayre in Bathealton Village Hall 

17th   Carol Service in Bathealton Church 

February 2024 
23rd 

 
 

 
Cricket Club Quiz Night at Appley Pavilion 


