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Church Services 
 
 

Sunday March 5th   Lent 2    STAWLEY 
9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion 
 
Sunday March 12th  Lent 3   GREENHAM 
9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion 
 
Sunday March 19th  Lent 4   KITTISFORD 
9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion 
 
Sunday March 26th  Lent 5   BATHEALTON 
9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion 

 
 
The observant amongst us will have noticed that in February and March, the service on the second 
Sunday of the month, when we are normally at Ashbrittle has been changed to Greenham. The reason is 
entirely utilitarian I am afraid, as Greenham church, being smaller than Ashbrittle, is easier to heat! 
 We will be back to what approximates to normal in April when we will have five Sundays in the 
month. 
 All the details for services in Holy Week and Easter (April 9th) will be in the next edition of the 
Newsletter. 

 
Churchwardens and Clergy 

 
Ashbrittle with Greenham 

   Charles Doble, The Old Rectory, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LQ   01823 672365 

   David Hanks, Manley House, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LE    01823 672436 

 

Bathealton  Andrew Lyle,  Road Hill House, Bathealton, TA4 2AW    01984 629013 

   Sarah Eustice, Oakwood, Spring Grove, TA4 1NL    01823 401248 

 

Kittisford  Annie Musgrove, Meadow Farm, Greenham, TA21 0JW   01823 672627 

 

Stawley  Penny Hare, Stawley Mill, Wellington, TA21 0HT    01823 672183 

   Graham Henson, Court Place Farm, Stawley, TA21 0HP   01823 672496 

 

Associate Priest   Revd Martin Beaumont, Hilltop, Milverton TA4 1JR         01823 400127 

 

Team Rector (interim) Revd Martin Kirkbride       07746 519311 

 

Cover painting this month by Delia Harling  

Artists Wanted!    
Do you have a painting or photograph which could be used as a cover design for the Parish 
News? Seasonal and local images are particularly welcome - and of course, there's a Coro-
nation in the offing!  Please send hi-res images (300dpi) to Avril at AvrilSilk@aol.com  Por-
trait format is ideal if possible.  

mailto:AvrilSilk@aol.com
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Thought for the Month 
 

On Sundays at our Parish Communion service, 
there are usually two readings; the first, more 
often than not, is an extract from one of Paul’s 
letters to the young churches of Asia Minor, 
whilst the second is an extract from one of the 
four gospels. As there is little by way of 
accompanying explanation, many of these 
passages are difficult to understand. 
 Without a context or proper elucidation, the 
two readings and particularly the epistle, leave us 
with unanswered questions and a desire to know 
more about the world of first century Judaism. 
 Not long ago at two separate services, two 
people present both complained about the 
readings set for the epistle. 
 Whilst I shared their reservations, I thought 
it might be helpful to try and provide some 
background information about the four gospels 
and the writings of Paul. 
 
This year’s Lent course is entitled, “A beginner's 
guide to the New Testament” and the details are 
below. The “beginner” in question is the author of 
this piece, as I have always regarded myself as 
very much a novice when it comes to biblical 
scholarship. 
 

Tuesday February 28th  
“What is a gospel?” 
 
Tuesday March 7th  
“The first three gospels.” 
 
Tuesday March 14th                       
“Something a little different, the gospel  
of John.” 
 
Tuesday March 21st                       
“Paul and his life.” 
 
Tuesday March 28th                       
“Paul and his letters.”   

 
All of these will take place at Stawley Mill (with 
many thanks to Penny for her kindness and 
hospitality) and will begin at 7.30 p.m. Each of 
the sessions will be a “stand alone”, one-off 
consideration of the subject, so please do not feel 
that you have to come to all of them. 
 It would be helpful if those attending could 
come armed with a Bible (any available 
translation will suffice) but I will bring along 
some extra copies just in case. 
 I hope that those attending will enjoy our 
discussions and appreciate the opportunity it 
offers for fellowship. 

Some questions to get us thinking. 
 Why are there four gospels in the New 
Testament and who made that decision? 
 Why do Mark and John have no material 
relating to the birth and childhood of Jesus? 
 How often and when does Paul quote any 
of the words of Jesus which we find in the 
gospels? 
 
 With my best wishes for a blessed Lent, 
 

Martin Beaumont 

 

We Meet for Worship at Spiceland,every 
Sunday at 10.30am till 11.30am  

Also available on Zoom ID:865 5570 2735 
Passcode: 498173 

All are very welcome. 

 
In his book ‘A Light that is Shining – An 
introduction to the Quakers’ Harvey Gillman 
writes about the foundation of the Religious 
Society of Friends: 
 
‘I should put it this way: there is a creative, 
loving power in all people and in the world 
around.  Many call it God, though it is beyond 
all names.  Everyone can become aware of it 
directly by listening to its prompting in their 
hearts and in the hearts of others’. 
 
Quakers feel more able to become aware of this 
power in the silence of their meetings for 
worship.  In the quiet, they maintain the still, 
small voice can speak to them and direct their 
lives.  The experience of quiet waiting upon 
God gives them strength to go back into the 
bustle of the world, the better to serve their 
fellows.   

It is not in the institution of the church, 
nor in the hallowed pages of a book, that God is 
most keenly to be found, but in the human heart.   

Quaker Meeting for  

Worship  

at Spiceland   

Stawley Church 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting, at Court 
Place Farm at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday 13th April  

 Everyone is welcome. 
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An Echo from the Past 
 

Always running late! I’m the type of chap who, 
incensed by something in the news, decides to 
write a letter to a paper. By the time it’s done and 
sent, the world has moved on. The topic is no 
longer a burning issue so the letter ends up in the 
editor’s wastepaper basket! 
  As a case in point, two days ago was 
Valentine’s Day. That meant a special meal out 
and a night away. The prices on romantic things 
were hyped up – of course. It’s the day when all 
things loving are stressed and the incompatible are 
forgotten, at least temporarily. Perhaps the only 
consolation, when times are tough, like too much 
drudgery, and one feels put upon, is that Valentine 
wasn’t a lover, but a martyr! 
 Perhaps we should look at his saint’s day, 
February 14th. But what do we find  in the list of 
feast days of saints? February 14th is not his at all. 
It’s given to two other chaps, Cyril and Methodius, 
both Christian missionaries! Fancy giving your 
loved one a Cyril’s Day card? Doesn’t have quite 
the same ring? And talking of rings, he who 
proposes on February 14th might be wondering if 
there’s any method in his madness? 
 Which takes me back to a Valentine evening 
a long time ago. At the next table, enjoying an 
expensive meal in a romantic setting, was a young 
couple. During the meal there arrived a huge 
bouquet of flowers for her. Then out came a box 
with a large ring inside it, followed by his proposal 
of marriage! Was she expecting it? Don’t know. 
Did she accept his proposal? Don’t know – she 
didn’t throw her steak at him, so maybe yes. Did 
she have any choice? 
 Now that’s an interesting question! How 
many use such occasions to take advantage, all in 
the name of love? Sometimes on television, in a 
news programme or entertainment show, a 
proposal of marriage is set up. She’s out walking 
on Exmoor with her dog. The reporter and camera 
man are lurking. Over comes a helicopter with a 
streamer – “I love you, Cheryl: marry me!” it says 
– and her favourite song is being played across the 
countryside. Down he comes, dressed like 
Superman, out with the diamond ring. Down on 
one knee and proposes. Dare she say “No” – in 
front of the nation? 
 Maybe faced with such a situation we like to 
think we would say no. But do we? We don’t want 
to seem to be kill-joys, spoil-sports – or even dull, 
boring and unromantic. But saying yes under 
pressure can lead to a long time of wishing 
otherwise. Easy after the event to regret it, isn’t it? 
Perhaps instead of saying yes, we should say 
“Thank you, but can I think it over?” Could save 
an awful lot of pain! 
 It seems to me that all of us are almost 

constantly being pressurised to be this, do that, buy 
something, go here, go there, make this choice or 
that one – because it’s in someone else’s interests 
that we give in. Even the Lord doesn’t put that sort 
of pressure onto us. Often we don’t even know it’s 
happening. If we can’t say no, then at least take 
time out to think. And find some courage and an 
alternative! 

      Martin Perry 
 

Gardening Club 
 
There is very little to report this month as the 
Club’s seasonal start-up and planning meeting is 
due to take place just after the submission date for 
the Parish News.  This event will take place in a 
member’s home, together with a Bring and Share 
supper (sadly thwarted during Covid times!) and 
the outcome reported in the next edition of the 
Parish News.   
 In the meantime, members are starting work 
in their own gardens, capitalising on the lovely 
spring-like days of late. 

Val Wall and Di Roberts 

Donations for the Parish News  
 

Donation received from: 
 Joyce Wensley 
 Audrey Williams 
 AG & AJ Hill  
 Mike and Freda Parkinson 
 John and Angie Hannon 
 Anonymous donors in the Village Shop 
 
Thanks again, for your kind support.  Donations 
may be left at Stawley Shop or sent directly to 
the Treasurer.  Details inside back cover. 

 

Andrew Millard, Treasurer   

Stawley Parish Council Meeting 
 

A Council Meeting will be held in Appley Pavil-
ion at 7:30pm on Tuesday 14th March.   
 The agenda for the meeting will be posted 
in the Appley telephone box, on the notice board 
outside the Village Shop, and on the website 
https://stash.org.uk/ from the 7th March. 

 
All parishioners are welcome to attend. 

Bathealton Village Hall AGM 
 

17th April 2023  
7.30pm 

Bathealton Village Hall 
All welcome  

https://stash.org.uk/
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ASHBRITTLE VILLAGE HALL 

EASTER BINGO 

 
FRIDAY 10th MARCH 

Doors open 7pm            Eyes down 8pm 

£1 admission to include refreshments  

COFFEE, CAKE & CHAT 
 

ASHBRITTLE VILLAGE HALL 
SATURDAY MARCH 12TH  10-12 noon 

    
 

   Like all households the village hall is facing increased bills and running          
costs. Fund raising is important to help with these costs and I hope many of 
you will be able to support our coffee morning which we plan to run on a 
monthly basis. 
 

    The committee also see this as an opportunity to have a regular social event 
in the village where we can meet neighbours and friends, old and new. 
 

   Unlimited coffee and delicious home baked cakes will be available for £4 
per head. 

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US. 
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Register interest for full-fibre 
broadband 

 
Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS) are re-
sponsible for providing full-fibre ultrafast broad-
band in rural areas. Their first contract awarded to 
Gigaclear in 2016 failed and was terminated in 
2019. At the end of 2020, CDS awarded a new 
contract to Airband to install full-fibre broadband 
in phases from 2021 to 2024 in Somerset West 
and Taunton. 
 The open access contract with Airband is 
the best hope for a full-fibre network in the parish-
es of Ashbrittle, Bathealton and Stawley. All are 
part of a cluster due to be installed by the end of 
2024. 
 Airband have to complete contract delivery 
by the end of 2024, but are already running behind 
their original timetable, which is a concern. They 
have recently published a revised delivery sched-
ule, which is thought more realistic given delays 
that have occurred. On the positive side, it is re-
ported that Airband have established an effective 
core team and are now making good progress.  
 If Airband do not complete full contract de-
livery by the end of 2024, then rural delivery of 
full-fibre broadband should fall to the govern-
ment’s Project Gigabit programme, which is na-
tionally directed. It is best that Airband fully de-
livers, but if there are any areas not covered when 
their contract ends, those areas will inevitably 
have a longer wait. 
 To help ensure Ashbrittle, Bathealton and 
Stawley are not missed out, it should help for 
households to register their interest with Airband. 
Enter your postcode at www.airband.co.uk. This 
will confirm if you are within the CDS contract 
and allow registration. Those shown as close to 
the network should still register, as the final list of 
properties to be connected will only be confirmed 
once the design stage has been completed. It may 
be possible to add some properties then, which is 
another good reason to register your interest. 
 Further information on local broadband 
plans are given on my website at: 
www.uppertonegreens.uk 

 
Cllr Dave Mansell -  

Upper Tone, Somerset County Council and new 
Somerset Council (from April) 

 
Note from Eds 
For those of us who are keen to gain the benefits 
of full-fibre broadband, it is important that we 
register our interest, if we haven’t already done 
so (see above).  We are aware that Airband have 
very recently agreed to make a presentation at an 
Open Meeting, probably at the Pavilion, in June.   
 More details as soon as we have them. 

 
A  very local enterprise 

 
Blue Shed Flowers is a micro artisan flower busi-
ness nestled in a quiet valley in the Parish of 
Bathealton. We grow a wide range of perennials, 
shrubs and annuals for cutting, and also make use 
of the wilder elements from our hedgerow and 
meadow. 
 Our aim is to work as sustainably as possi-
ble, using organic principles and ‘no-dig’ systems.  
 We provide wedding flowers, offer seasonal 
bouquets for local delivery and specialise in 
providing natural ‘Farewell Flowers’ the like of 
which you won’t find in the usual high street flo-
rist’s portfolios.  
 The flower season for us runs from March 
to November. In the winter months we run wreath 
making classes at various venues including Hes-
tercombe and Halsway Manor. 
  Jan runs a popular monthly flower club at 
the Lost Kitchen, Devon and can be booked for 
talks and demonstrations. You can also find us at 
Wiveliscombe Farmers’ Market. 
 We’re a proud member of Flowers from the 
Farm – a national network of artisan flower grow-
ers and farmers ‘putting more British blooms back 
into vases across the country’…. 
 

For more information visit 
www.blueshedflowers.co.uk 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beautiful flowers - grown locally and 

sustainably 

 
Local gift bouquet delivery and flower subscriptions  

(March – November) 

 

Natural Farewell flowers 

 

Weddings and Events 

 

Flower workshops, demonstrations and talks 

 

Contact Jan on 07525948053 or for more information 

visit 

www.blueshedflowers.co.uk 

http://www.airband.co.uk
http://www.uppertonegreens.uk
http://www.blueshedflowers.co.uk
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more members for the committee and someone to 
take over the Chair.  Volunteers Please! 
 
Date of next Meeting: AGM to be held on 19th 
April at 7.30 at The Globe Inn, Appley. 
 

Michael Parkinson 

 
Stawley Preschool needs your help! 

 
We are very lucky to have been accepted as one 
of the local causes supported by the Asda green 
tokens scheme.  

A pot of money will be split between the three 
causes, depending on the proportion of the votes 
each received. The winners receive £500, 
followed by £400 and £300. We are currently in 
third place, and whilst £300 is brilliant, even more 
would be fabulous!  
 It takes just a couple of minutes to place 
your vote. Just visit www.asda.com/green-tokens, 
select Taunton from the stores list and place your 
vote. You need to click on the confirmation email 
to make it count and you can vote once a week 
from each email address.  Voting continues until 
April 30th. 
 If you can spare two minutes to help out, 
we would be so grateful. The money raised will 
go towards updating our playground at Appley 
Pavilion.  Thank you! 
 

Becky Allder, Pre-School Manager 
 

 

RCI meeting Wednesday 1st February 2023 
held at Rose Cottage, Appley 

 
 
Welcome: The Chairman welcomed those present 
for the first meeting of 2023. 
 
Present: Michael Parkinson  (MiP), Pauline 
Wood, Treasurer (PW), Ann-Marie Paterson 
(AMP), John Hannon (JH), Martin Perry (MP).  
 
Apologies: Jane Embleton, Judy Webb. 
     
Minutes of the last meeting: Having been 
circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman 
There were no matters arising. 
   
Accounts: PW presented the accounts showing the 
activity of the various accounts, including 
donations for Cookbooks and Keyfobs for over 
£90. She reported that donations from the three 
Parish Councils for the defibrillators had been 
received with thanks.  
 The Chairman thanked Pauline for her 
excellent work. 
 
Balances at 1st February 2023: 

RCI:   £259.31 
Active Living: £1244.72 
Youth club:  £502.95  
 Total :   £ 2006.98 

 
VETS :  The Defibrillator familiarisation 
session meeting  in October went well and was        
attended by more than twenty people. 
 
REPORTS:  
Lunch club:    Numbers are picking up again 
following Covid.  Fees will have to rise due to 
increased Hall charges. 
 Our thanks go to Delia and Pauline for their 
organisation. 
 
Walking  group: Liz is about to start the group 
again after the winter. 
 
Oil Group: Thanks to Judy Milne this continues 
to run smoothly.    
 
Walks leaflets: Continue to cover their cost.      
   
Arts & Crafts group: Meeting monthly but 
numbers are small and viability is in doubt. 
      
Welcome packs: These are still being given to 
newcomers when someone informs the chairman. 
                              
Succession: Under Charity Commission rules 
(MiP) and (PW) will have to step down. We need 

http://www.asda.com/green-tokens
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Seakale - roll away the stones.. 
 

Observing the 
large, red-green 
buds starting to 
emerge and unfurl 
on my rhubarb 
plants and the 
need to dig out the 
forcing jars (or 
whatever buckets 
or large pots I can 
find) has put me in 
mind of another 
fantastic vegetable 
which will need 
darkness to blanch 
and force it into 
growth: Seakale. 
  

Crambe maritima is a perennial member of the 
cabbage family (and closely related to that lovely 
herbaceous border perennial, Crambe cordifolia) 
and a coastal native of European countries includ-
ing Britain and France. It is also found in the Bal-
tic coastal countries and around the Black-sea re-
gion. Like Asparagus and Sea-Beet (Beta vulgaris 
ssp. maritima), It is Halophytic (Salt tolerant) and 
frequently grows amongst the ever-moving shin-
gle and boulders of the fore-shore often stabiliz-
ing, trapping sand and helping to create dunes. 
 It was first noted as a food plant around the 
early 18th century when residents of coastal towns 
and villages were seen harvesting blanched shoots 
exposed by the Spring tides rolling away the 
stones. This led to a systematic removal of rocks 
from around the large established crowns and 
making as much use as possible of this fleeting 
seasonal bounty. When the crops started being 
supplied into local markets for sale, chroniclers 
started to take note and record information in hor-
ticultural journals which led to the first presenta-
tion to the Horticultural society of London on the 
cultivation and forcing of Seakale in 1805. It was 
recommended that a ceramic tube (forcing jar) was 
placed over the crown and fresh manure piled 
around which would produce heat whilst rotting 
and could force up to two or three crops from late 
December onwards. 
 It was gathered from the beaches of Sussex 
and served up for the Prince Regent, George IV 
when he stayed at his seaside retreat at the Bright-
on Royal pavilion. The courtly taste for the delica-
cy was renewed by Queen Victoria and Prince Al-
bert; it was extensively harvested from the beaches 
around the Isle of Wight and Osbourne house but 
was also extensively cultivated and selected in the 
kitchen gardens of the gentry in the large estates 
across the country.  

 The harvesting of wild crops so threatened 
the native populations that it was actively discour-
aged then  banned during the early 20th century; it 
was also (like many other Victorian horticultural 
edible fancies) falling out of favour as a cultivated 
vegetable and rarely grown commercially or pri-
vately except in Europe where varieties like the 
pink-tipped variety ‘Angers’ and ‘Lilywhite’ con-
tinued to be grown for the market. 
 Recent interest in ‘low maintenance’ and 
perennial vegetables and the raising of its profile 
by some celebrity chefs has helped to bring Sea-
kale back into our gardens and onto our tables; 
steamed lightly and served with butter, it is easily 
equal to Asparagus and once established is as easy 
and long lasting.  
 It is very accommodating about soils but 
appreciates a dressing of granulated seaweed and a 
good mulch in the early spring. Although its best 
to only take two or three cuttings of forced shoots 
in the spring, you will have the lovely crinkled 
glaucous-blue leaves topped with a vast spray of 
white flowers to grace your vegetable garden 
through the summer. The plants are best bought as 
root cuttings or ‘Thongs’ of named varieties but 
can fairly easily be grown from seed, A slight 
word of warning; some seed raised forms can be a 
little invasive but a tough resolve to keep the patch 
from spreading too wide will stop this plant from 
becoming a pain and keep it a pleasure. 
 

John and Julie Ridgley 
 
 

 

Rainfall Statistics (inches)  
for January 

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
 2.31  4.00  4.51  2.52  6.85 

 
You may have noticed, 2023 started out very wet 
with 97% of the rain falling in the first half of the 
month.   
 It turned out to be the second wettest Janu-
ary since 2010; only January 2014 saw higher 
rainfall (8.05inches).   

Val Coots 

Mobile Library 

at 

Greenham Bridge 
 

Next visits 

Tuesday 14th March and 11th April 2023 

New times 10.00 - 10.20 am 
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Stawley Village Shop  

& Tea Room 
 

 

Opening hours 

Monday to Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm 

Saturday 8.00am to 2.00pm 

Sunday 9.00am to 11.00am 
 

 
 
 

 
The Post Office is here every Thursday 11.30am to 1.30pm 

 

Ring us on 01823 674361 or email shop@stawleyshop.com 
 ———————————————————————————————————————— 
 

 
New Gin! 

We have just received some exciting new gins from a local company, the 
Somerset Distillery, who have a number of flavoured gins on offer. 
These would make wonderful gifts, and are at an introductory discounted 
price in the Shop while stocks last. 
 

 
Mother’s Day 

Coming soon is a range of gifts and cards especially for Mother’s Day 
(19th March). Look out for these exciting items in the Gift Stop.  

The perfect treat for your mum. 
 

 
New Menu 

We are planning a new menu for the Tea Room, which will offer a bigger 
range of lovely sweet and savoury items, perfect to accompany morning 
coffee, for lunch or a special afternoon tea.  

We can cater for small groups by arrangement. 
 

Katie is making scrumptious fresh soups once or twice a week, please give 
her a call to see what’s on offer on the day. 
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Lunch Club 

 
In January John Ridgley took us, metaphorically, 
on a tour of the Highgrove garden from the time 
His Majesty Charles III (then The Prince of 
Wales) bought it when it was a more or less barren 
wasteland, to its present state of the art 
condition.  It is now a very fine example of 
organic, sustainable gardening which was of 
particular interest to some members of the 
Gardening Group who were especially keen to 
hear about it. 
 John Ridgley, who had worked there for 
many years, was particularly well placed to talk 
about all the changes and his Majesty's personal, 
hands on, involvement. 
 In March we have invited Ken Atherton 
back again.  He is a well-known local speaker and 
this time his topic is 'Ghost Ships - Fact and 
Fable'.  He has sent me the following details - 
 
'There are plenty of mysteriously fated ships 

recorded throughout history, from the abandoned 

Mary Celeste in the 1870s to the SS Baychimo that 

has been spotted floating aimlessly over the years, 

and the spooky sea omen of the phantom Flying 

Dutchman.  In this presentation you will find some 

of the most famous (and mysterious) ghost ships 

and their histories, along with legends of phantom 

ships that are still said to roam the seven seas.' 

If you would like to join us on Thursday 30th 
March, please let me know. Telephone 01823 
672203 or email harlingdelia@gmail.com 
 

Delia Harling 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

Beat Surgery  
 

Stawley Village Shop  
and  

Tearoom 
 

Tuesdays 21st March and 18th April 
 

From 9.00 - 10.00am  
 

  with PCSO 6945        
Louise Fyne  

 
AVON AND SOMERSET  

CONSTABULARY 

Working together to make the communities of 
Avon and Somerset feel safe and be safe 

www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 

 
 

 
The group have been holding some meetings 
at members’ houses where a large and well 

ventilated indoor space is available, but there 
may still  be the need to have a Zoom meeting 

from time to time. 
 

Meeting arrangements will be confirmed in  
advance when the reminder email is sent out. 

   
If you would like to join us please contact me 

and I will add you to the mailing list.  Per-
haps you would like to come along and learn 

to spin with us? 
Or bring along your knitting, crochet or  
other needlecraft project. All welcome. 

 
Next Sessions  

 Tuesdays; 7th and 21st March 
       4th and 18th April 

at 2.30pm 
 

Contact Pauline: on 01823 672222 or  
email pjw200355@gmail.com 

  Spinning and             
Woolcraft  

Group 

Curry and Quiz night  

at Bathealton Village Hall 

 

A Curry and Quiz night to 
help beat the winter blues  

 

7.00 p.m. 

on Saturday 4th March  

Admission will be £5 per person,  

Bring your own bottle  

We will need to know numbers for catering, 
please ring Adele Broad (07980) 994082, and 
leave a message and return contact number. 

mailto:harlingdelia@gmail.com
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Village Oil Group 

The next oil delivery is due on  

Thursday 13th April 
To place an order, please email: 

judy.milne@btopenworld.com or contact  
Judy or Michael Milne on 01823 672205 by the 

Monday before the Wednesday delivery 
New members always welcome 

 

 

Ashbrittle Art and Craft Group 
 

We hold a monthly get-together as a  
self-directed group to do whatever ‘arty’ or 

‘crafty’ project takes your fancy 
 

 Painting and drawing  
Clay work and Textile Crafts  

 
Ashbrittle Village Hall At 2.00 pm 

 
      Wednesdays 1st March 

and 5th April 
 

Some extra mosaics sessions are being held, 
please contact Pauline for more details 

**We are considering a group mosaic project**  

If you have any unwanted/broken china or ce-
ramics we could use, please let Pauline know. 

 
 For more information, contact Pauline 

pjw200355@gmail.com  

Attic Sale 
 

Bathealton Village Hall 
 

Come and grab a bargain 
15th April 2023  

2.30pm 
 

Admission 50p – children free  

Annual General Meeting of the RCI 

This will take place on Wednesday 19th April  

at The Globe Inn, Appley 

mailto:pjw200355@gmail.com
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Cleaning and Home Help 

One off or regular jobs 

General cleaning 

 

My cleaning products or yours 

End of tenancy cleaning 

Help with shopping 

Dog walking 

And much more 

 

 

 

 

 

References  

available 

Call Sarah on  

07772 761677 

 

Home & Garden 

Services 

 

 

indianamaish@hotmail.com  

01823 672003 

Covid-19: still open for business & following 

Social Distancing Measures 

Home: Cleaning, Ironing, having a ‘sort out’, 

Food Prep 

Garden:  Maintenance, Allotment, Clearance 

Support Work:  Enabling people with 

disabilities 

Handyman Services 

Emma 
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Kim White D.O. 
 

Registered Osteopath 

 

Freathingcott Farm, Holcombe Rogus,  

Wellington TA21 0NG 

For appointments please contact the practice on: 

 

01823 672925 
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Home Aerials 

Tel: 01984 623232 

homeaerials@gmail.com 

All Types of Aerials and Satellite 

Digital Upgrade Specialists 

Digital Boxes Supplied and Fitted 

Wiveliscombe & Surrounding Areas 

Local, Reliable, Experienced Engineer 

Contractors for Local Authorities  

and Housing Associations 

A Family Run Business  

for over 39 years 

Please contact  Lulu or Martin Milton 
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 H Tredwin & Son Ltd 

Independent Funeral Directors 

15 & 17 North Street, Wellington 

 

Providing a proficient, personal and caring  

service at all times. 

Fifth generation independent family business 

Private chapels of rest                          Pre-paid funeral plans 

www.htredwinandson.co.uk 

Contact Nick or Louise Tredwin:    Telephone: 01823 672287 

       Mob: 07702 726264 

  
PHILLIP HUMMEL PLUMBING & HEATING 

 
All domestic plumbing work undertaken. 

Oil Boiler service and installation. 
Oil Aga / Rayburn Service. 

Oil tank service and installation. 
Bathroom design and installation. 

Bathroom and Kitchen Tiling. 
Underfloor heating installation. 

Unvented hot water cylinder installation. 
 

Insured and registered oil heating engineer with OFTEC. 
 

Clean, tidy and polite;  references are available if required. 
 

For more information please contact  
Phillip Hummel 

 
Home Telephone number. 01823 652782 
Mobile telephone number. 07456668530  

Email  philliphummelplumbing@gmail.com 
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RACHEL GUNDRY 

LETTER CARVING IN STONE 

Headstones     Commemorative 

Poetry for the Garden      House signs 

Sundials     Foundation 

 stones 

Carving in situ 

Restoration/recarving 

Design & Illustration 

Visit local studio to see 
stone samples and dis-

cuss any enquiry  

TEACHING / WORK-

SHOPS AVAILABLE 

rachelgundry@hotmail.co.uk 

tel: 01984 624 897 

mobile:  07914 822 944 (weekdays) 

 

  Wanted  

 

 

 

 

Standing hardwood: Oak, Ash, 

Beech etc 

TOP PRICES PAID 

 

Call Carl Westcott 07973564759 
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Installation of Fencing, Gates  

and Sheds 

  

Hard Landscaping 

Fencing Repairs 

  

Boundary Fencing  

Decking 

Please contact Chris 

www.cannonfencing.com 

cannonfencing@outlook.com 

07434 640004 

 

 

GB BUILDING 

& 

MAINTENANCE 

Listed Building Specialist 

*Lime Plastering 

Internal/External 

*Cob Repairs 

*Lathe and Plaster 

*Stonework 

*Cut Roof, Green Oak etc. 

 

Contact Gary Broom 

Telephone   01823 283212 

or Mobile   07776032289 
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Want to improve your social life? 

then join 

West Somerset and East Devon  

Country Link 

An informal group run by the members 

Events include meals out, BBQs, country 

walks, music & dancing. 

For information and a  

free programme contact: 

 Di ~ 01823 672666 or 

Colin ~ 07849 757985 

The social link 

for the  

countryside 

Advertising in the 
Parish News 

 

• £1.40 per month 
for a small box  

• £3.00 for a quar-
ter page  

• £6.00 for a half 
page 

• £12.00 for a 
whole page. 
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Naturally grown seasonal  

vegetable boxes -  

delivered weekly to your door. 

 

Alex and Ruth 

07854680335 or 01823 672055 

steepholding.wordpress.com 

Holcombe Rogus, TA21 0JY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Rob Hill 
07845 756822  

 
wiveliscombe.joinery@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Kittisford Barton, Wellington, Somerset,  

TA21 0RZ 

www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk 

01823 672736 

Luxury award winning self-catering property ac-

commodating up to 14 adults and 2 children in 6 

comfortable bedrooms. Fabulous indoor swim-

ming pool, hot tub and sauna.  

Available throughout the year for weekends, 

weeks or mid week breaks. 

 

Village hall for hire in 

Waterrow 
 

Great facilities for parties, wedding, funerals etc. 

can seat eighty. 

 

Excellent kitchen, hall, stage and small meeting 

room. 

 

Part day from £30.00, whole day from £90.00 

 

For booking information and full details, please 

check out our website at  www.waterrow.org.uk 

http://www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk
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GREEN & CARTER 

Water Engineers – Established 1774 

Manufacturers of water powered hydraulic  

RAM pumps 

General water engineers Bore holes,  

Water filtration and purification 

Manufacturers of UV water purifiers   

and chlorination plant 

Telephone:  01823 672365 (24 hrs) 

Fax:  01823 672950    Mobile:  0374 108884 .   

 

Janet Morris 

Freelance Hairdresser 

Gents, Ladies and Children 

For appointment or consultation please call: 

01823 660191 or 07768648244 

Willowbrook Nursery  

and Garden Centre 
Your local family-run Garden Centre   

Well stocked garden shop   

Café and Tea room          Bow Aquatic Centre   

                Pet and Bird Supplies      ‘Winesolution’ Wine shop  

Sheds              B & M Camping 

Situated on the A38 between Taunton and Wellington 

Telephone: 01823 461324  *Open 7 days a week 

www.willowbrooknurseryandgardencentre.co.uk  

PETER COOPER 

07960 589734 

CARPENTRY / JOINERY 

HARDWOOD FLOORING / FURNITURE 

FENCING / DECKING  

 

 

MANUFACTURER & STOCKIST OF 

BEE-KEEPING EQUIPMENT 

Hives and Frames 

Haddeo, Bathealton, Taunton TA4 2AG 

Tel: 01984 623851 

DAVID PEARCE           
For local cards, prints and paintings 

www.anniemusgrove.co.uk 

Meadow Farm, Greenham 

Fluetopia 

CHIMNEY SWEEP  

                            SERVICES 

Open Fires/Woodburning Stoves/AGAs 

and Rayburns/Rain/Bird guards fitted 

Paul Cronin  Mob: 07980 743192 

 

 

 

For all your printing needs  

at very competitive prices 

 

Call Matt on 07906 752190  

for a quote 
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Craftsmen you can rely on, 

Quality you can trust... 

In Lime Rendering, 

Lime Plastering & Building Restoration” 

 

Local Information 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Contact Numbers 
Greenham & Tracebridge  Caro Ayre             01823 672603 
Appley                               Rachel Chesterton   01823 673063 
Ashbrittle                           Charles Doble          01823 672365 
Stawley                              Pat Sweet            01823 672380 
Wellisford                         William Thomas 01823 673143 
Springrove                         Doreen Orton  01823 400731 

 

Police-non-emergency number    101 
 

Police Beat Team 
 

PC Rachel Lang 2347  Tel: 07889 655887  
 Rachel.Lang@avonandsomerset.police.uk 

PCSO  Louise Fyne 6945   Tel:07889 659476 
       Louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk 

 

Parish Councils 
 
Ashbrittle  Chairman  Charles Doble 01823 672365 / 67261
 Email: charles.doble@ukgateway.net 

Bathealton Chairman   Philip Broad 07584 657106  
 Email: philip.broad1@outlook.com 
Stawley Chairman          Paul Musgrove 01823 672627 

    Email: stawleypc@yahoo.co.uk        www.stash.org.uk 
 

Community Halls 
 

Appley Pavilion and Recreation Field 
 – to book, ring Suzette Williams on 01823 672266 or  

          email: williamspfa@outlook.com 
 
Ashbrittle Village Hall 
 – to book, ring Pat Gainey on 01823  672760 
 
Bathealton Village Hall  
 – to book, ring Tilly Willis on 01984  624459 
 

Local Groups 
 
Stawley under Fives at the Appley Pavilion.   
Becky Allder Pre-schools Manager  
Swallows, Sampford Arundel  01823 672342 Mon/Tues 
Stawley Under Fives  07707 416871 Weds/Thurs/Fri  
 
Rural Community Initiative (RCI) is a local charity set 
up in 1999 to support the way of life of the people of this 
rural community. For further information please contact 
the chair of the committee: 

Mike Parkinson  mike.parky3@gmail.com 

PARISH NEWS DETAILS 
 

The Editors and the next issue deadline date are on the back cover.  Please send items for publication to the Editors in good 

time to ensure publication.  There is only a short time between the deadline and the printing of the Parish News and late items may 

not be included.  We are pleased to receive items in any form (typed, in long hand, or by email).  Naturally, we prefer items by 

email ashparishnews@gmail.com when they should be in Microsoft 'Word' format, as this saves a great deal of typing!     

Advertising Our  rates are £1.40 per month for a small box, £3.00 for a quarter page, £6.00 for a half page and £12.00 for a whole 

page.  Advertising for community events, charity and church fundraising events in our area are normally carried free of charge.  

Occasional one-off adverts from residents in our area seeking to sell or buy an article or seeking to acquire or offer a service are 

also carried free of charge.  In all cases the style, layout and size allocated to an advert is at the discretion of the Editors.  
 

Editors: Maurice Stanbury 01823 672216 and  Avril Silk 01823 672131                    e-mail address: ashparishnews@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Andrew Millard, Barton Barn, Kittisford, Wellington TA21 0RZ          Bank details:  Account Name: The Parish News,  

Sort Code: 30-98-45.  Acc. no. 01828373      Distribution: Pat and  David Sweet 01823 672380                                                           

Printed by Sharper Print  Tel 07906 52190                         

Editorial Policy 
Please note that the views expressed in this 
magazine are the responsibility of the 
individual author(s) and are not necessarily the 
views held by the editors of the Parish News. 

Defibrillators and The Village 
Emergency Telephone System 

(VETS) 
 
     ASHBRITTLE & STAWLEY:  

    01823 244104 
BATHEALTON: 01984 322919 
KITTISFORD, TRACEBRIDGE & 
APPLEY:    01823 245101 

 
The VETS numbers are available should you 
need assistance in an emergency or help to 
access a defibrillator.  Remember, in the 
event of a possible cardiac arrest in your 

household: ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST IN 
AN EMERGENCY AND,  IF A CHANCE 

ARISES, THEN DIAL THE VETS NUMBER, 
SPECIFYING THAT YOU NEED A 
DEFIBRILLATOR RATHER THAN 

GENERAL HELP 

 
There are four local defibrillators which are 
easy to use and available to anyone. They are 
permanently located at these places and can 
be found using the //What3words codes 
below. 
Ashbrittle Village Hall, on outside wall  

   blurts.flats.crouching 
Bathealton Village Hall, on outside wall 

   relatives.widgets.rolled 
Kittisford New House Farm, on wall, 
opposite church  bonkers.regime.lyricist 
Stawley Shop, on outside wall 
   messaging.servers.quaking 
These are all accessible 24 hours a day and 

no access codes are required. 
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   Next Deadline Date:     Friday 24th March 2023 

Editors: Maurice and Avril 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

March 
4th 

 
930 - 11.30 a.m. 

 
Big Breakfast in the Chipstable Village Hall, Waterrow 

4th 7.00 p.m. Curry and Quiz night in Bathealton Village Hall 

10th 7.30 p.m. Bingo in Ashbrittle Village Hall 

18th 10.00 - noon Coffee morning in Ashbrittle Village Hall 

25th 7.00 p.m. Wellington Choral Society will be performing J S Bach's St John Pas-
sion at St John the Baptist Church, Wellington, 

30th 12 noon Lunch Club in Ashbrittle Village Hall 

April 
15th 

 
2.30 p.m. 

 
Attic Sale in Bathealton Village Hall 

19th 7.30 p.m. AGM of the Rural Community Initiative in the Globe Inn, Appley 

23rd 8.30 - 11.30 am St Georges Day Breakfast in Appley Pavilion 

27th 10.00 - 12.00 noon Coffee morning at the Old Rectory, Stawley  

May 
13th 

  
Bathealton Plant Sale 

27th  Spring Ball at Appley Pavilion 

June 
3rd 

 
2.00 p.m. 

 
Stawley Church Garden Party and Fete 

September  
10th 

  
Stawley Flower Show and Appley Pavilion Teas 

 


