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Church Services 
 
 

Sunday August 7th   Trinity 8    STAWLEY 

9.30 a.m.     Parish Communion 

 

Sunday August 14th    Trinity 9   ASHBRITTLE 

9.30 a.m.     Parish Communion 

 

Sunday August 21st   Trinity 10    KITTISFORD 

9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion 

 

Sunday August 28th    Trinity 11    BATHEALTON 

9.30 a.m.     Parish Communion 

 

 

In addition to the above Sunday services, there are two weddings taking place in our group, one on 
Friday August 12th at Ashbrittle and the other on Saturday August 13th at Greenham.  We wish both 
couples every happiness as they begin this new chapter of their lives. 

Martin Beaumont 

 
 
 
 

Churchwardens and Clergy 
Ashbrittle with Greenham 

   Charles Doble, The Old Rectory, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LQ   01823 672365 

   David Hanks, Manley House, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LE    01823 672436 

 

Bathealton  Andrew Lyle,  Road Hill House, Bathealton, TA4 2AW    01984 629013 

   Sarah Eustice, Oakwood, Spring Grove, TA4 1NL    01823 401248 

 

Kittisford  Annie Musgrove, Meadow Farm, Greenham, TA21 0JW   01823 672627 

 

Stawley  Penny Hare, Stawley Mill, Wellington, TA21 0HT    01823 672183 

   Graham Henson, Court Place Farm, Stawley, TA21 0HP   01823 672496 

 

Associate Priest   Revd Martin Beaumont, Hilltop, Milverton TA4 1JR         01823 400127 

 

Team Rector (interim) Revd Martin Kirkbride       07746 519311 

 

Cover design by Avril Silk 
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Thought for the Month 
 

“God is love and those who live in love live in 
God and God lives in them.”       (1 John 4. v16) 
 
Those words from the first epistle of St. John 
open the Marriage Service in the Church of 
England’s "Common Worship”.  
 They express the belief that those whose 
lives are marked by love have within them, the 
Spirit of the God who is Himself love. After two 
years of restrictions on weddings, due to Covid, 
this summer has seen a resurgence of couples 
seeking to marry in our churches and premises 
licensed for weddings. By the end of August, we 
will, I hope, have witnessed the marriages of no 
less than four couples in our group, a formidable 
number considering the extent of our combined 
populations. 
 Marriages are occasions of great joy. They 
are an opportunity, not only to witness the joy of 
a couple who seek to commit themselves to each 
other in mutual love, they are also times when we 
are privileged to be able to share in that joy and 
celebrate that love. Marriages are a time for the 
gathering together of the couples’ family and 
friends, creating a wider community of affection 
and mutual loyalty. 
 
The wider context 
However, a marriage has a wider context. The 
Preface to the Marriage Service reminds us, 
 
“In marriage, husband and wife belong to one 
another and they begin a new life together in the 
community.” 
 
And again, 
 
“Marriage is a sign of unity and loyalty which all 
should uphold and honour. It enriches society 
and strengthens community”. 
 
In other words, a marriage is not simply the 
giving of one person to another in love. Nor is 
it  just an opportunity for the couple’s family and 
friends to celebrate the love and commitment of 
two persons. A marriage plays a part in the life of 
the wider community; it is a “sign” of the loyalty 
and unity to which human beings are called by 
God and by which, society is strengthened and its 
common life enhanced. 
 The experience of the Covid pandemic 
heightened our awareness of the merits of 
community. We learned afresh what it means to 
share our lives with others and thereby belong to 
something greater than the individual. We also 
rediscovered the value of sharing what we have 

with others and the giving of ourselves, in order 
that the quality of the life of others may be 
improved. 
 This sharing of our lives, this belonging to 
something greater, and this giving of ourselves in 
marriage, is how our society and community is 
strengthened by those who choose to commit 
their lives to another person in mutual love. 
 With my best wishes, 

Martin Beaumont  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Spiceland is open for Heritage Day 
on 

Sunday 18th September 2022 

2 – 5pm 
 

Burial Grounds and Meeting House open 
to the public 

You are welcome to bring your own 
refreshments to enjoy in the peaceful 

surroundings of the grounds 

 
For more information phone Ali Dominy 
07810768557 or use the “contact us” 

form on our website: http://
www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/ 

or email spicelandnotices@btinternet.com 
  
 

The Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers)   

Quaker Meeting for  

Worship  

 

Mobile Library 

Greenham Bridge 

16th August and 13th September 

From 9.30 - 9.50 am. 

http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/
http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/
mailto:spicelandnotices@btinternet.com
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Ashbrittle Parish Council 
Meeting held on Monday 20th June 2022  

at 6.30pm 
 
Councillors Present: Charles Doble (Chairman), 
Jeremy Robbins, Helena Massie, Vicky Hughes  
Apologies: None 
Additional Parishioners Present: Pip Wilson 
(JPW) 
 
Minutes of previous meeting:  The minutes of 
the previous meeting held on 15th February 2022 
were agreed as a true record and signed by the 
Chairman.  
 
Election of Councillors: CD, JR, HM and VH 
have all been nominated, completed the required 
documentation and were elected to the council. 
JPW was warmly welcomed to the meeting; he 
offered to serve as a parish councillor and was 
unanimously co-opted. 
 
Matters Arising:  
i) Highways; no action has been taken concerning 
safety, access and signage on the A38 despite the 
best efforts of our Chairman and Sampford 
Arundel Parish Council;  
ii) Replacing and/or repainting the fingerposts, an 
estimate had been given of £3-4000 per post and 
further quotes will be sought. 
 
Correspondence Received:  
i) PCSO Louise Fyne sent her regular report about 
crime and other policing matters within our area. 
The next ‘Cuppa with Cops’ meetings at 
Wiveliscombe Silver Street Centre are on 
Wednesday, 11.30 - 12 on 10th August, 7th 
September and 5th October. Stawley Shop Beat 
Surgeries take place at 9-10 a.m. on Tuesdays 9th 
August, 6th September and 4th October. 
 
Jubilee Celebrations: The Parish Council 
congratulated the Village Hall Committee and all 
the helpers who made the Jubilee celebratory tea 
so enjoyable for the many people who attended. 
 
Reports from Councillors: 
Highways and Planning (Charles Doble) There 
have been no reports of any planned surface 
dressing. A planning application had been 
received for Cards Farm, Tuckley Bridge Road for 
a change of use to a dwelling house; no comments 
were made. 
Finance (Helena Massie) HM presented the end 
of year accounts which are now checked and 
closed. The certificate of exemption was signed 
and the minute reference is 220620 7.3. HM was 
thanked for all the work involved in keeping the 

accounts. Charitable funding for this current year 
includes £100 to RCI for the maintenance of the 
defibrillator; £50 for the Jubilee edition of the 
Parish News and the Jubilee celebration expenses 
of £183.54.   
 
Any Other Business: VH suggested the annual 
parish walk and JR will look at dates and routes 
for an Autumn walk. 
 
Date of next meeting: 6.30pm on Friday 2nd 
September 2022 (HM to book village hall) 
 
The meeting concluded at 7.10 pm. 
 

Vicky Hughes (Clerk) 
 

 

 

Ashbrittle Art and Craft Group 

 
We are holding a monthly get-together as a  

self-directed group to do whatever ‘arty’ or 
‘crafty’ project takes your fancy 

 

 Painting and drawing  

Clay work and Textile crafts  

 

Ashbrittle Village Hall At 2.00 pm 
 

Wednesday 3rd August 2022 
Wednesday 7th September 2022 

 
Come and meet some local art and craft  

enthusiasts, see what’s going on  

and tell us about your favourite craft 

  

For more information, contact Pauline 
pjw200355@gmail.com  

 

Village Oil Group 

The next oil delivery is due on  

Wednesday 10th August 

To place an order, please email: 

judy.milne@btopenworld.com or contact  

Judy or Michael Milne on 01823 672205 by the 
Monday before the Wednesday delivery 

New members always welcome 

mailto:pjw200355@gmail.com
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Bikes for Ukrainian refugees 

 
We are looking for adult bikes in good working 
condition to help those arriving as refugees 
from the Ukraine to have a form of transport to 
get to work.  
 If you are able to help please contact 
Lyndsey on 07868 258113 or Kate on 07939 
900065. We are only able to accept bikes that 
need minimal work doing to them. Many 
thanks. 

Cream Tea and Raffle  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A huge thankyou to everyone for your generosity 
at our recent cream tea and raffle. Against the 
odds, the sun shone and we welcomed many visi-
tors to the garden for a cream tea. Scones were 
baked by lots of different people, cream and jam 
donated, and our fantastic “tea ladies” worked 
hard all afternoon to keep the supply of tea and 
scones running smoothly.  
 We had some fabulous prizes donated for 
the raffle including generous prizes from the Vil-
lage Shop, the Globe at Appley, Hotel Chocolat, 
Waitrose, the Mount Hair Salon, Chelston Nurse-
ries and Nurtured by Nature and many more.  
 In total we raised £1,070 for the Red Cross 
Ukraine, which is a fantastic sum and a great con-
tribution to humanitarian relief in the area. Many 
thanks to everyone involved.  

 

Annie Musgrove and Rachel Oliver  
 

The Prince’s Award 2022 
 
On Thursday 2nd June a group representing 
Stawley Rural Community Initiative (RCI) was 
invited to the Royal Bath & West Show at Shep-
ton Mallet. 

We had applied in a competition for an 
award of £1000 for a small charity. Judy Webb 
did a splendid job of filling in the necessary pa-
perwork and liaising with the committee. There 
were ten applicants this year and the selection 
committee had already visited us to inspect our 
facilities and learn about what we do for the local 
communities. 

We were short-listed in the last two, so 
were invited to Shepton Mallett to be told the re-
sult on the first day of the show. Our group con-
sisted of Mike Parkinson, Judy Webb, Cilla New-
som and we were accompanied by George New-
som. Our work was described to the audience but 
unfortunately, we came second and so did not win 
the £1000!  

However, we were awarded a Highly 
Commended Certificate for our efforts and the 
judges came round individually to commend our 
application. 

Mike Parkinson 
 
 
 

 

Beat surgery  
at  

Stawley Village Shop and  
Tearoom 

 

Tuesday 9th August 

 
 From 9.00 - 10.00am  
  with PCSO 6945 Louise Fyne  
 
AVON AND SOMERSET CONSTABULARY 

Working together to make the communities of 
Avon and Somerset feel safe and be safe 

www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 

Donations for the Parish News  
 

Thank you for donations from: 

Kevin and Julie Heard 

and at the shop 
    

Thank you again, for your kind support.   

Advertising in the Parish News 
£1.40 per month for a small box,  

£3.00 for a quarter page,  
£6.00 for a half page and 
 £12.00 for a whole page. 
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A permanent Bring & Buy  
Book-Bazaar 

In Aid of Stawley Church 
 

Stawley Church Fête generates funds which go 
towards the maintenance of the Church fabric. 
Among the side-shows at the fête, there is usually 
a table or two of books, most of them fiction, 
which people have generously donated. Storing 
unsold books has been a problem – until this 
summer when Penny Hare offered to display 
them permanently on shelves in her studio at 
Stawley Mill. This arrangement has the ad-
vantage that the shelves can be opened instantly 
whenever there is a ‘happening’ at the Mill, or by 
appointment.  

Pricing is always difficult, especially 
when stock is donated and proceeds charitable. 
This year we have experimented with the idea of 
a bazaar. In a market, prices are declared, and the 
discerning shopper can compare them at different 
stalls. Things are not quite so simple in a bazaar 
because other factors are thought to be important: 

 
• how rich the prospective buyers seem to be 

• how much they feel that they need the book 

• how much the bazaar keeper has sold since 
opening 

• how much stock of this particular category 
of title is left 

• how urgently the cash is needed. 
 
Sellers mostly know what they will sell at, and 
buyers have some idea of what they are prepared 
to pay. The difference is usually settled by bar-
gaining. Bargaining is an ancient skill, and its 
rules are adjusted according to many influences, 
such as region, tradition, race, apparent financial 
status, and sometimes miniscule postural or ges-

tural signals. Objectivity, reason and truth are 
seldomly deemed relevant to such exalted trans-
actions as buying and selling. 
 
At our BRING & BUY BOOK-BAZAAR, we 
have selected and combined parts of the above to 
arrive at our own philosophy: 

• we pay scrupulous attention to objectivity, 
truth and reason 

• we accept that different books will have 
different values to different people, and that 
this value may well be better known to the 
prospective buyer than to us 

• we have some knowledge of open market 
prices and will try to steer customers to-
wards them 

• we are a charity and will not stand in the 
way of a donation, however small 

• with these thoughts in mind, we invite you 
to make us an offer for any book displayed 
on our shelves. 

 
Some of our Categories 
Art, Beatrix Potter, Biography, Caroline Law-
rence, Children’s Books, Classics of fiction, 
Cookery, D.I.Y. (including Projects & Pass-
times), Dictionaries, Fiction, Fishing, Field 
Sports, Gardening, History, Humour, Lifestyle, 
Literature, Natural History, Religion, Science, 
Sports, Travel & Maps. 

Martin Jacoby 
martincjacoby@gmail.com 

  
Ashbrittle, Stawley & Clayhanger  

Cricket Club  
 

The 1st XI have reached the semi finals of the Somerset Minor Cup, finals to be held at the County 
ground,  it’s a bit of an ask because they have to play Yeovil 2nds.  Local support at Appley on  
Sunday 31st July, starting at 11.00 am, would be very much appreciated!  Refreshments available.  
 

“Come and support your local young side plus Rob!” 
 

August fixtures 
First XI            Second XI 
6TH         Home   v DULVERTON                                 NO GAME 
13TH       Away   v LYDEARD ST LAWRENCE           NO GAME 
20TH       Home   v KILVE                                             Away v OVER STOWEY 
27TH       Home   v WINSFORD                                   Away  v STOKE ST MARY 

Caravan for Sale 

 

Sprite 2 berth caravan 

£2000 or nearest offer 

Tel 01823 672496 

mailto:martincjacoby@gmail.com
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THE SECOND ‘WEST FEST’ 
To be held at the Pavilion, Appley on August 28th 2022 

Indoors / outdoors, From 3pm till late 

 

Bring a picnic. A pay bar will be operating.     

Open to all the Bell-West family, their relatives and friends, the local villagers,  

the invited bands, their families and friends.  

 

 All the above need prior registration to avoid gate crashers and chaotic numbers.   

 

Please, no drugs, no dogs. 

Free tickets, in the form of wristbands, will be delivered early August 

Apply 01823 672393 /  07584 519548 / stjohnwest@btinternet.com 
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Gardening Club 
 
It has been a very busy time for club members.  It 
began, on a glorious summer’s evening, with a 
‘Bring and Share’ supper at Martin and Sue 
Jacoby’s lovely garden.  Twenty-two of us en-
joyed a garden wander, admiring Sue’s colourful 
borders and Martin’s immaculate lawn edges, be-
fore tucking into delicious fare and generous 
quantities of wine.   

The occasion provided a perfect occasion 
to thank Sue and Pauline most warmly for so skil-
fully running the Club for several years.   

We then moved to a discussion of the 
Club’s future, chaired by Val.  The first task was 
to establish a programme for the remainder of the 
season, before turning to the knotty subject of 
Club leadership!  It was unanimously agreed that 
Di Roberts would act as the new Programme Co-
ordinator, Val Wall would provide ‘press ser-
vices’ (mainly providing copy for the Parish 
News and sharing garden news with members) 
and Pauline Wood kindly volunteered to remain 
as Treasurer.   

It was also agreed that these roles would 
last for a period of two years only, after which 
new volunteers would be sought. 
 
Sanders Garden Centre.  
Our first visit began with coffee and lunch, for 
five, at Sanders Garden Centre near Brent Knoll. 
This was followed by a visit to The Coastal Suc-
culents Nursery in the nearby village of Rooks 
Bridge, where other members joined the group, 
though sadly not Shelley Ward, the instigator of 
the visit, who had succumbed to Covid.  The fas-
cinating collection of rare and unusual plants, 
with prices ranging from £4.50 to £500, was 
much enjoyed.  Although it was impossible to re-
sist some purchases, the higher priced ones were 
resisted! It was a good day. 
 
Hampton Court Flower Show.  
Penny Stanbury organised a coach trip to the 
Hampton Court Flower Show.  She reports that 
the five members found the day hot and the jour-
ney long, deciding to walk the final three miles to 
beat the queue of traffic.  Although the marquee 
was busy and hot, the gardens were enjoyed, de-
spite the depressing plethora of wilding and the 
possible shape of things to come.  Sue Kent, the 
disabled gardener featured on Gardener’s World, 
took the People’s Choice award.  Her garden was 
small and perfectly formed with her daisy inspired 
interest. Finally, an attempt was made to convince 
Liz to buy a glamorous, glass shaded summer-
house.  Though unsuccessful, the comfortable sit-
down during negotiations was much appreciated - 
the salesman wasn’t fooled! 

East Lambrook Manor Gardens The final visit, 
organised by Val, was to East Lambrook Manor 
Gardens, near South Petherton.  16 members en-
joyed a leisurely (= generous term for slow ser-
vice!) pub lunch, before meeting with Mike 
Werkmeister, the Garden’s owner, who generous-
ly offered to give us a fascinating introduction to 
the Garden and its history.  The Garden is listed 
by English Heritage as a Grade I Listed Cottage 
Garden.  As such, it is the only cottage garden in 
the category in the country, so is very special.  It 
was designed by Margery Fish, the grande dame 
of cottage gardens and author of many books (we 
were treated to seeing the first edition of these!).  
The garden only covers 1.5 acres, but its intricate 
design makes it feel much larger.  It hosts an ec-
lectic range of plants, some of which were first 
bred at the Garden.  A small nursery stocks a 
range of unusual varieties at very modest prices.  
Needless to say, the visit ended with tea and cakes 
before members returned to their cars, armed with 
precious purchases!  
 
Next months 
A visit to a member’s garden is planned for Au-
gust and a visit in September, most likely to the 
wonderful gardens and landscape, of the National 
Trust’s Tyntesfield. 
 Just a reminder that The Flower Show will 
be held on Sunday, 11th September.  Details are 
reported elsewhere. 

Val Wall & Di Roberts 
 

 

Stawley Flower Show 
 
The Stawley Flower Show will be held on Sunday 
11th September at Appley Pavilion. Schedules and 
entry forms will be enclosed with this Parish 
News and more copies are available at Stawley 
Village Shop. 
 We are pleased to be able to reproduce 
Phoebe Burridge’s winning picture for this year’s 
programme cover in colour and hope you enjoy it! 
 There are a couple of new rules for 2022 – 
by request. 
 

• Only one entry per person per class 

• Married couples must make separate entries. 

 
Calling all 2021 Trophy Winners! Please could 
you be sure to have your trophy engraved and pol-
ished (where applicable) ready for this year’s win-
ners to receive. Either bring them to the Pavilion 
on the day or bring them to Church Cottage, 
Stawley or let me know and I will arrange to col-
lect them from the Village Shop. 

Sue Jacoby 
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  Some ‘Sage’ advice 

With their exceptional diversity of habit and col-
our, Salvias provide a rich and rewarding experi-
ence for every gardener; with flowers of blue hues 
to rival those of the gentian as well as rich reds, 
pinks, whites and yellows, even almost completely 
black! From plants small and compact enough for 
an alpine garden, through herbaceous perennials to 
shrubs of two to three metres in height. Add to that 
some remarkably scented and textured leaves as 
well as culinary and medicinal applications and 
you have one of the most spell-binding and im-
portant genera of plants that you can grow in your 
garden. 

Although there are over 900 species of Sal-
via worldwide, many are just not hardy enough to 
survive our winter climate without heated glass. 
Many species that come from Mexico flower ex-
ceedingly late, often November or December when 
it would be cooler in their home country but nearly 
always frustratingly cut down by frosts in the UK, 
just before flowering. They are, generally, easy to 
propagate from soft and semi-ripe cuttings and al-
so in many cases from division or from seed. For 
most garden-worthy species and cultivars it is their 
later flowering which gives them great value in the 
herbaceous border, for pot-work and even in the 
woodland garden. Most Salvia species, gratifying-
ly, are very tolerant of a wide range of soils; even 
clay and thin alkaline soils, though a good supply 
of humus is recommended as moisture retention is 
very important for most to thrive. 

Here are my five favourites, all are good 
starting points for what many horticulturalists see 
as the ultimate collector’s plant. 
Salvia patens ‘Guanajuato’ The ‘Gentian Sage’ is 
native to Mexico and has been long cultivated in 
this country and was noted by William Robinson 
in his book ‘The English Flower Garden’ for its 
intense royal blue flowers ‘‘being surpassed by 
none and equalled by few other garden flowers’’. 

The form ‘Guanajuato’ was only relatively recent-
ly introduced and is considerably taller and with 
larger flowers of rich royal blue, impressive trian-
gular leaves. Though Salvia patens as a species is 
often treated as an annual and is easily grown from 
seed, they will overwinter in milder climates and 
form tubers similar to Dahlias. 
Salvia sclerea var. Turkestanica ‘Clary Sage’ is 
native to southern Europe and parts of west and 
central Asia and has also become naturalized in 
northern Europe and America. Its history goes 
back into antiquity with the Greeks using it medic-
inally and more recently, the oils being extracted 
for flavouring and for the preparation of incense. A 
robust, hardy and vigorous plant often grown as a 
biennial but frequently becoming a short-lived per-
ennial, it has large hairy grey-green leaves which 
are topped by vast inflorescent bracts of pink, lilac, 
mauve and white tones. These give off a strong 
musky scent, particularly in warm sunshine, which 
some find unpleasant but I rather like! They will 
seed around your garden if they like you and they 
can be a little thuggish in nature. 
Salvia involucrata ‘Bethellii’ Another Mexican 
species, the ‘Rose-leaved Sage’ is a fairly tall, ro-
bust and woody perennial which has grey green 
ovate felted leaves on stout, square stems topped 
with cerise-rose tubular flowers encased in pink 
bracts in late summer up to the first frosts. In the 
South West they will overwinter for many years if 
given some woodchip, ashes or compost mulch 
around the roots and crown. They are easy to prop-
agate from soft and semi ripe cuttings and division 
of over wintered clumps in spring. 
Salvia Leucantha ‘Purple velvet’ ‘The Mexican 
bush sage’ is a half hardy perennial which produc-
es numerous long stems with lanceolate silverish-
green leaves (heavily felted with whitish hairs un-
derneath) topped with graceful arching inflores-
cences of velvety purple. A really useful and beau-
tiful plant to use in pot-work and container dis-
plays but will need to be over-wintered under 
glass. 
Salvia ‘Amistad’ This herbaceous salvia has be-
come somewhat ubiquitous in borders and large 
pot-work displays in recent years.  Its tall, robust 
habit and flowers of the richest purple set in caly-
ces of the darkest, metallic near-black which con-
tinue from mid-July until the frosts come, have 
made it indispensable to many gardeners. It is fair-
ly hardy and best if not cut back too hard during 
winter.  Best to protect the crown with mulch and 
cut back in late spring when the new growth is 
seen bursting forth. It is easily propagated by divi-
sion and from basal cuttings. 

 
John and Julie Ridgely 
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Saturday August 27th 2022-12.30pm 

Chipstable Village Hall,  

Waterrow  - TA4 2AX 

 

A great way to spend a sunny Saturday afternoon. A range of  BBQ dishes with 

plenty of Vegetarian options will be provided, including a selection of tasty sal-

ads and homemade desserts. Please bring your own drinks. 

 
 

A free raffle ticket strip is included in the price.  Simply keep and exchange 

the ticket stub on the door. There are some fantastic prizes to be won. 

 
 

Tickets can be purchased from Liz Kilbride at St Andrews café on Thursday 

Mornings.  Alternatively you can call  -  Sarah on 01398 361202,      Priced at 

only £8 for adults £4 for children         

 

                 

We look forward to seeing you there!!! 

 

Chipstable Village Hall 

 Summer  BBQ 
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The group have been holding some meetings 
‘in person’ at members’ houses where a large 
and well ventilated indoor space is available, 

but there may still  be the need to have a 
Zoom meeting from time to time. 

 
Meeting arrangements will be confirmed in  

advance when the reminder email is sent out. 
   

If you would like to join us please contact me 
and I will add you to the mailing list.  

 
Perhaps you would like to come along and 

learn to spin with us? 
 

Next Sessions  

Tuesday 2nd and 16th August 2022 
at 2.30pm 

 
Contact Pauline: on 01823 672222, email 

pjw200355@gmail.com 

  Spinning and             
Woolcraft  

Group 

Technology to the rescue 
 

Get your self - or anyone you think may be 
vulnerable - a smart watch.  I had a nasty fall down 
some stone steps at my daughter’s flat in London a 
couple of weeks ago. My watch ‘felt it’ and sent an 
alarm: ‘Have you had a fall - are you OK?’ 
 Because I didn’t respond, it sent an alarm to 
the Police who rang my number and it sent outline 
details to Gerry (who fortunately was with me) but 
the Police took over the emergency call and an 
ambulance arrived in eight minutes. I was having a 
brain scan within an hour. 
 A widowed friend of my brother’s spent 
three days on the floor of his flat with a broken 
pelvis and out of reach of his phone, before his son 
realised that something must be wrong.   

Judy Webb 

 
Foster Homes needed 

 
There are children in our Somerset community who 
urgently need local foster homes, to allow them to 
continue attending their current school or college, 
and maintain stability in their lives. Anyone over 
the age of twenty one can be a foster carer, and 
there is no upper age limit – we have carers of all 
ages, from twenty one all the way up to eighty 
years old.  
 What matters most is that you have the time 
and patience to support a vulnerable young person 
in care. In return, you’ll receive a weekly fee and 
allowance, as well as ongoing support from a 
dedicated Supervising Social Worker (for example, 
Mr Smith fosters nine year old Theo, and his 
fifteen year old sister. He receives £376.82 per 
week in allowances and £181.80 per week in fees). 
You’ll also need a spare room, but you do not need 
to be a homeowner. You can foster if you are 
private renting or living in a Council or Housing 
Association property, and we may be able to 
discuss the possibility of a larger property with 
Homefinder if you don’t currently have a spare 
room.  
 For more information on fostering, please  
visit www.fosteringinsomerset.org.uk” or call 0800 
587 9900 for an informal chat with one of our 
friendly team. 

Abbie Kettles, Senior Social Work Assistant – 
Fostering in Somerset  

The Parish News 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have shown 
appreciation for the ‘Jubilee supplement’, most of 
the credit of course must go to Avril who 
produced it. 
 And thanks also, to the Parish Councils who 
funded the extra cost. 
 You will be interested to learn that a copy 
of the supplement was welcomed by Liz Grant, 
County Archivist and will be included in the 
archive as an element in the Jubilee Parish 
Portraits section. 
 

Our own archive 

We hold digital copies of the Parish News, going 
back to 2007.  We were recently asked for 
information about a topic that arose in 2011 and 
were able to search the relevant copies and come 
up with an answer. 

Eds 

Rainfall Statistics for June 
 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 
  0.66         4.90      4.66         2.60        2.56  

 
                                                   Val Coots 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fosteringinsomerset.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAKettles%40somerset.gov.uk%7Cf85eebcc1412487b3de208da5449a079%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637914972436504582%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
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Minutes of RCI meeting  
Wednesday 6th July 2022  

 
Welcome: The Chairman hosted the meeting 
which could take place face to face, the first for 
some time. 
 
Present: Michael Parkinson, Chairman (MiP), 
Pauline Wood, Treasurer (PW), Judy Webb, 
Secretary (JW),  Ann-Marie Paterson (AMP), 
Martin Perry (MP) 
In attendance: Cilla Newsom (CN), 
Apologies : John Hannon (JH); Laura Burrow 
(LB) 
 
Correspondence: A Highly Commended 
Certificate had been received from the Bath and 
West Show Society following the submission of 
our Project for the Prince of Wales Competition 
in which the RCI was placed second. MiP 
undertook to get it framed and put up in the 
shop. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting: Were agreed and 
signed by the Chairman.                                    
 
Accounts: The Treasurer submitted her report 
showing the RCI Account’s balances as 6th July 
2022 as follows:    
 
RCI:     £636.29 
Active Living:    £914.72 
Youth Club:    £502.95     
 Total:   £2053.96 
 
PW reported that a significant amount – over 
£300 – had been received in donations.  The 
Charity Commission Annual Return had been 
completed and submitted on time and had 
included a request for details on handling 
charitable money. 
(PW subsequently reported that a total of £650 
had been received from Easy Fundraising) 
 Invoices for funding the annual 
maintenance of DeFibs and VETS would be sent 
to Parish Councils. 
 The Chairman thanked PW for her work as 
Treasurer. 
 
VETS:  
JW undertook to update the VETS volunteers to 
remind them about the scheme and because 
some had left the area  
 
Reports:  
Lunch Club had continued successfully and PW 
reported that, with a ‘Home’ speaker (ie.no fees 
demanded), costs broke even at 15 attendees, 
which was normally easy to achieve. 

Walking Group was still not meeting regularly 
at the moment. 
Oil Group – continued to be very worthwhile, 
particularly in the light of increased fuel prices 
and gratitude was expressed to the Milnes for 
their work in maintaining the group. 
Walks Project – donations still coming in 
Art and Crafts Group now meets monthly. 
Two new members had recently joined. 
Youth Club – The initial meeting on 22nd April 
was not well attended but LB continued to be 
positive about it and a report would be requested 
from her 
 
AOB. There was discussion about Welcome 
Packs being given to new residents and MiP 
assured the meeting that he continued to 
distribute then.  
 Annual maintenance Fees for all four DeFibs, 
including the one on the Shop, needed to be 
checked on; JW undertook to follow this up. 

 
The next meeting will take place at 8.00 pm on 
Wednesday 5th October 2022 at The Cruck Barn, 
Appley.          

Michael Parkinson 
 

 

Lunch Club 
 
In our last Lunch Club we concentrated on 
Climate Change.  Dr Terry Abbiss gave a talk 
addressing the reasons for climate change, 
explaining some of the basic principles very 
helpfully in non-scientific terms.  We were able 
to take home the text of the talk together with a 
most useful set of diagrams which had been 
displayed. Lots of animated questions followed 
and clearly the topic was of interest to all. 

Jackie White, our cook, produced yet 
another delicious meal. The talking continued 
throughout and until well after the meal was 
cleared away, when people sat around their 
tables apparently reluctant to break up the 
companionable atmosphere. 

In August the pre-lunch time has been 
handed over to Avril Silk.  Please read her 
advert on the opposite page for all the details. If 
you would like to join us please let me know in 
advance.  As ever we meet on the last Thursday 
of the month, 25th August, at 12.00 noon. 
 My details are below: 
 
Email harlingdelia@gmail.com or telephone 
01823 672203 
 

Delia Harling 
 

mailto:harlingdelia@gmail.com
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Stawley Village Shop  

& Tea Room 
 

Opening hours  

Monday to Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm 
Saturday 8.00am to 2:00pm 
Sunday 9.00 to 11.00am 

 

The Post Office is here every Thursday 11.30 to 1.30 
 

  If you are on Facebook, please like and share our page!  
It is Stawley village shop and Tearoom.  

You will find new products, as well as new promotions and offers. 
   

 

Find us on the Ashbrittle road between Greenham and Tracebridge  
adjacent to Stawley Primary School. 

 
Ring us on 01823 674361 to pre-order hot food or email 

shop@stawleyshop.com for any information 
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Wivey Link 
Going Places..... 

Wivey Link will continue to provide a 

service for essential medical and dental 

appointments during the current  

emergency. 

• Door to door service operating from Wiveliscombe  

• We cover all surrounding Parishes, Taunton and Wellington.  

• Wheelchair friendly cars. 

• Fares are very reasonable and bus pass holders get a concessionary rate. 

For more information on using Wivey Link  telephone   01984 624666  

Lines open: Mon - Fri 9.00a.m. till 5p.m.    Sat 10a.m till 12.30p.m   

Answerphone out of hours 

Wivey Link a division of the  Wiveliscombe Area Partnership          Charity No. 1132983 

 

 

 

 

Home & Garden 

Services 

 

 

indianamaish@hotmail.com  

01823 672003 

Covid-19-still open for business & following 

Social Distancing Measures 

Home: Cleaning, Ironing, having a ‘sort out’, 

Food Prep 

Garden:  Maintenance, Allotment, Clearance 

Support Work:  Enabling people with 

disabilities 

Handy man Services 

 

 DBS, Food Hygiene, References Available 

Emma 
Village hall for hire in 

Waterrrow 
 

Great facilities for parties, wedding, funerals etc. 

can seat 80. 

 

Excellent kitchen, hall, stage and small meeting 

room. 

 

Part day from £30.00, whole day from £90.00 

 

For booking information and full details, please 

check out our website at  www.waterrow.org.uk 
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 H Tredwin & Son Ltd 

Independent Funeral Directors 

15 & 17 North Street, Wellington 

 

Providing a proficient, personal and caring  

service at all times. 

Fifth generation independent family business 

Private chapels of rest                          Pre-paid funeral plans 

www.htredwinandson.co.uk 

Contact Nick or Louise Tredwin:    Telephone: 01823 672287 

       Mob: 07702 726264 

  
PHILLIP HUMMEL PLUMBING & HEATING 

 
All domestic plumbing work undertaken. 

Oil Boiler service and installation. 
Oil Aga / Rayburn Service. 

Oil tank service and installation. 
Bathroom design and installation. 

Bathroom and Kitchen Tiling. 
Underfloor heating installation. 

Unvented hot water cylinder installation. 
 

Insured and registered oil heating engineer with Oftec. 
 

Clean, tidy and polite,   references if required are available. 
 

For more information please contact  
Phillip Hummel 

 
Home Telephone number. 01823 652782 
Mobile telephone number. 07456668530  

Email  philliphummelplumbing@gmail.com 
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Cleaning and Home Help 

One off or regular jobs 

General cleaning 

 

My cleaning products or yours 

End of tenancy cleaning 

Help with shopping 

Dog walking 

And much more 

 

 

 

 

 

References  

available 

Call Sarah on  

07772 761677 

 

MOBILE DOG GROOMING 

 

THE SOGGY DOGGY  

(EXE-VALLEY) 

 

The Grooming Station That Comes  

To Your Location  

 

Call Rachael on 07772 272923 

Find us on Facebook 

thesoggydoggy89@yahoo.com 
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Kim White D.O. 
 

Registered Osteopath 

 

Freathingcott Farm, Holcombe Rogus,  

Wellington TA21 0NG 

For appointments please contact the practice on: 

 

01823 672925 

 

 

   REPAIR, FIX & RE-USE  
Before you throw it away,  

can you give it another chance? 
 

*Hand and garden tools     *Garden furniture 
*Wheelbarrows    *Small machinery    *Woodwork 

*Metalwork and light fabrication     *Latches & Catches       
*Fabric repair & stitching *Tables, chairs & cupboards 
    *Handles    *Doors   *Gates  *Brackets   *Shelves 

 

Before that trip to the tip…. 
                               see if it can be mended       

call Steve on 672102 or 07812 054 641  

No fix, no charge 
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Home Aerials 

Tel: 01984 623232 

homeaerials@gmail.com 

All Types of Aerials & Satellite 

Digital Upgrade Specialists 

Digital Boxes Supplied and Fitted 

Wiveliscombe & Surrounding Areas 

Local, Reliable, Experienced Engineer 

Contractors for Local Authorities  

and Housing Associations 

A Family Run Business  

for over 39 years 

Please contact  Lulu or Martin Milton 
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RACHEL GUNDRY 

LETTER CARVING IN STONE 

Headstones     Commemorative 

Poetry for the Garden      House signs 

Sundials     Foundation 

stones 

Carving in situ 

Restoration/recarving 

Design & Illustration 

Visit local studio to see 
stone samples and dis-

cuss any enquiry  

TEACHING / WORK-

SHOPS AVAILABLE 

rachelgundry@hotmail.co.uk 

tel: 01984 624 897 

mobile:  07914 822 944 (weekdays) 

 

  Wanted  

 

 

 

 

Standing hardwood: Oak, Ash, 

Beech etc 

TOP PRICES PAID 

 

Call Carl Westcott 07973564759 
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Installation of Fencing, Gates  

and Sheds 

  

Hard Landscaping 

Fencing Repairs 

  

Boundary Fencing  

Decking 

Please contact Chris 

www.cannonfencing.com 

cannonfencing@outlook.com 

07434 640004 

 

 

GB BUILDING 

& 

MAINTENANCE 

Listed Building Specialist 

*Lime Plastering 

Internal/External 

*Cob Repairs 

*Lathe and Plaster 

*Stonework 

*Cut Roof, Green Oak etc. 

 

Contact Gary Broom 

Telephone   01823 283212 

or Mobile   07776032289 
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Want to improve your social life 

then join 

West Somerset and East Devon  

Country Link 

An informal group run by the members 

Events include meals out, BBQs, country 

walks, music & dancing. 

For information and a  

free programme contact: 

 Di ~ 01823 672666 or 

Colin ~ 07849 757985 

The social link 

for the  

countryside 

 

Ella Foot Health 

Mobile Clinic 

 

 

 

 

 

Foot Health Practitioner (RFHP)  

offering foot care and advice for: 
 

Nail trimming and filing 

Difficult toe nails 

Callus and corns 

Fungal infections 
 

Call Ella on 07729 733452 
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Naturally grown seasonal  

vegetable boxes -  

delivered weekly to your door. 

 

Alex and Ruth 

07854680335 or 01823 672055 

steepholding.wordpress.com 

Holcombe Rogus, TA21 0JY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Rob Hill 
07845 756822  

 
wiveliscombe.joinery@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Kittisford Barton, Wellington, Somerset,  

TA21 0RZ 

www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk 

01823 672736 

Luxury award winning self-catering property ac-

commodating up to 14 adults and 2 children in 6 

comfortable bedrooms. Fabulous indoor swim-

ming pool, hot tub and sauna.  

Available throughout the year for weekends, 

weeks or mid week breaks. 

http://www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk
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The Caretaker 

Home and Animal Sitter 

 Dog walking.  Looking after all your  

animals when you go away.  I am insured 

References available 

Please call me on 07926 174332      

GREEN & CARTER 

Water Engineers – Established 1774 

Manufacturers of water powered hydraulic  

RAM pumps 

General water engineers Bore holes,  

Water filtration and purification 

Manufacturers of UV water purifiers   

and chlorination plant 

Telephone:  01823 672365 (24 hrs) 

Fax:  01823 672950    Mobile:  0374 108884 .   

 

Janet Morris 

Freelance Hairdresser 

Gents, Ladies and Children 

For appointment or consultation please call: 

01823 660191 or 07768648244 

Willowbrook Nursery  

and Garden Centre 
Your local family-run Garden Centre   

Well stocked garden shop   

Café and Tea room          Bow Aquatic Centre   

                Pet and Bird Supplies      ‘Winesolution’ Wine shop  

Sheds              B & M Camping 

Situated on the A38 between Taunton and Wellington 

Telephone: 01823 461324  *Open 7 days a week 

www.willowbrooknurseryandgardencentre.co.uk  

PETER COOPER 

07960 589734 

CARPENTRY / JOINERY 

HARDWOOD FLOORING / FURNITURE 

FENCING / DECKING  

 

 

MANUFACTURER & STOCKIST OF 

BEE-KEEPING EQUIPMENT 

Hives and Frames 

Haddeo, Bathealton, Taunton TA4 2AG 

Tel: 01984 623851 

DAVID PEARCE           
For local cards, prints and paintings 

www.anniemusgrove.co.uk 

Meadow Farm, Greenham 

Fluetopia 

CHIMNEY SWEEP  

                            SERVICES 

Open Fires/ Woodburning Stoves/ AGAs 

and RayburnsRain/Bird guards fitted 

Paul Cronin  Mob: 07980 743192 

 

 

 

For all your printing needs  

at very competitive prices 

 

Call Matt on 07906 752190  

for a quote 
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Craftsmen you can rely on, 

Quality you can trust... 

In Lime Rendering, 

Lime Plastering & Building Restoration” 

 

Local Information 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Contact Numbers 
Greenham & Tracebridge  Caro Ayre             01823 672603 
Appley                               Rachel Chesterton   01823 673063 
Ashbrittle                           Charles Doble          01823 672365 
Stawley                              Pat Sweet            01823 672380 
Wellisford                         William Thomas 01823 673143 
Outer Bathealton               Carol Weir                01984 623565 
Springrove                         Doreen Orton  01823 400731 

 

Police-non-emergency number    101 
 

Police Beat Team 
 

PC Rachel Lang 2347  Tel: 07889 655887  
 Rachel.Lang@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
PCSO  Louise Fyne 6945   Tel:07889 659476 
       Louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
 

Parish Councils 
 
Ashbrittle  Chairman  Charles Doble 01823 672365 / 672618 
        Email  charles.doble@ukgateway.net 
Bathealton Chairman   to be confirmed 
Stawley       Chairman   Paul Musgrove 01823 672627 
       email: stawleypc@yahoo.co.uk        www.stash.org.uk 

 

Community Halls 
 

Appley Pavilion and Recreation Field 
 – to book, ring Suzette Williams on 01823 672266 or  
          email: williamspfa@outlook.com 
 
Ashbrittle Village Hall 
 – to book, ring Pat Gainey on 01823  672760 
 
Bathealton Village Hall  
 – to book, ring Tilly Willis on 01984  624459 
 

Local Groups 
 
Stawley under Fives at the Appley Pavilion.   
Becky Allder Pre-schools Manager  
Swallows, Sampford Arundel  01823 672342 Mon/Tues 
Stawley Under Fives  07753 552736 Weds/Thurs/Fri  
 
Rural Community Initiative (RCI) is a local charity set 
up in 1999 to support the way of life of the people of this 
rural community. For further information please contact 
the chair of the committee: 
Mike Parkinson  m_f.parkinson@btinternet.com 

PARISH NEWS DETAILS 
 

The Editors and the next issue deadline date are on the back cover.  Please send items for publication to the Editors in good 

time to ensure publication.  There is only a short time between the deadline and the printing of the Parish News and late items may 

not be included.  We are pleased to receive items in any form (typed, in long hand, or by email).  Naturally, we prefer items by 

email ashparishnews@gmail.com when they should be in Microsoft 'Word' format, as this saves a great deal of typing!     

Advertising Our  rates are £1.40 per month for a small box, £3.00 for a quarter page, £6.00 for a half page and £12.00 for a whole 

page.  Advertising for community events, charity and church fundraising events in our area are normally carried free of charge.  

Occasional one-off adverts from residents in our area seeking to sell or buy an article or seeking to acquire or offer a service are 

also carried free of charge.  In all cases the style, layout and size allocated to an advert is at the discretion of the Editors.  
 

Editors: Maurice Stanbury 01823 672216 and Julia Swan 01823 672102     e-mail address: ashparishnews@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Andrew Millard . Barton Barn, Kittisford, Wellington TA21 0RZ         Bank details:  Account Name: The Parish News,  

Sort Code: 30-98-45.  Ac no. 01828373           Cover Design - Church illustrations derived from originals by the late Diana Willis.           

Distribution: David Sweet 01823 672380                                                                        Printed by Sharper Print  Tel 07906 52190                         

Editorial Policy 
Please note that the views expressed in this 
magazine are the responsibility of the 
individual author(s) and are not necessarily the 
views held by the editors of the Parish News. 

Defibrillators and The Village 
Emergency Telephone System 

(VETS) 
 
     ASHBRITTLE & STAWLEY:  

    01823 244104 
BATHEALTON: 01984 322919 
KITTISFORD, TRACEBRIDGE & 
APPLEY:    01823 245101 

 
The VETS numbers are available should you 
need assistance in an emergency or help to 
access a defibrillator.  Remember, in the 
event of a possible cardiac arrest in your 

household: ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST IN 
AN EMERGENCY AND,  IF A CHANCE 

ARISES, THEN DIAL THE VETS NUMBER, 
SPECIFYING THAT YOU NEED A 
DEFIBRILLATOR RATHER THAN 

GENERAL HELP 

 
There are four local defibrillators which are 
easy to use and available to anyone. They are 
permanently located at these places and can 
be found using the //What3words codes 
below. 
Ashbrittle Village Hall, on outside wall  
   blurts.flats.crouching 
Bathealton Village Hall, on outside wall 
   relatives.widgets.rolled 
Kittisford New House Farm, on wall, 
opposite church  bonkers.regime.lyricist 
Stawley Shop, on outside wall 
   messaging.servers.quaking 

These are all accessible 24 hours a day and 
no access codes are required. 
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   Next Deadline Date:     Friday 19th August 

Editors: Julia and Maurice 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

August 
25th 

 
Noon 

 
Lunch Club,  Ashbrittle Village Hall 

27th 12.30 pm Chipstable Summer BBQ 

28th 3.00 pm til late ‘West Fest’ at Appley Pavilion 

September 
11th 

 
2.00 pm 

 
Annual Flower Show, Appley Pavilion 

October 
1st 

 
7.30 pm 

 
‘Wivelele’ our local Ukulele group, Bathealton Village Hall   

9th All day Community Apple Pressing Day, Appley Pavilion 

December 
3rd 

 
2.30 pm 

 
Christmas Fayre, Bathealton Village Hall 

 

BRING-&-BUY BOOK-BAZAAR 

WANTED  DONATIONS OF NON-FICTION BOOKS 

FOR SALE IN AID OF STAWLEY CHURCH FABRIC FUND 

 Contact: Martin Jacoby who will happily collect 

tels: 01823 674471 or 07783 161187 or email martincjacoby@gmail.com 
 

mailto:martincjacoby@gmail.com

