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  From about 1965                                 PARISH NEWS                             February 2022 

For the Parishes of ASHBRITTLE with GREENHAM, BATHEALTON, STAWLEY and KITTISFORD 

Church Services 
 

February 6th      4th before Lent  STAWLEY 
9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion                              
 
February 13th          Septuagesima  ASHBRITTLE 
9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion                              
 
February 20th        2nd before Lent  KITTISFORD 
9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion                              
 
February 27th        Next before Lent  BATHEALTON 
9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion  
 

The government has announced a relaxation in Covid restrictions and face coverings are no longer 
mandatory inside church buildings.  We will, however, continue to receive communion in only one 
kind. 
 Everyone is most welcome to join us in our churches for worship and after most services, 
refreshments. 
 
The observant amongst us will have noticed that the Sundays of February, this year, are designated in 
Common Worship as "Sundays before Lent". 
 With Easter 2022 falling on April 17th, Lent begins on March 2nd with Ash Wednesday.  
There will be only one service on that evening for the whole of the Wellington and District Team and 
that will take place at a central venue, All Saints, Rockwell Green. 
 

March 2nd      ASH WEDNESDAY      All Saints' Church, Rockwell Green                 
6.30 pm   Parish Communion with Imposition of Ashes     
 

Do please join us for that service. 

 

We will be beginning a LENT COURSE the week after Ash Wednesday (week beginning March 6th) 
and there will be details in the March issue of The Parish News. 

         
 

                            Churchwardens and Clergy 

Ashbrittle with Greenham 

   Charles Doble, The Old Rectory, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LQ   01823 672365 

   David Hanks, Manley House, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LE    01823 672436 

 

Bathealton  Andrew Lyle,  Road Hill House, Bathealton, TA4 2AW    01984 629013 

   Sarah Eustice, Oakwood,  Spring Grove, TA4 1NL    01823 401248 

 

Kittisford  Annie Musgrove, Meadow Farm, Greenham, TA21 0JW   01823 672627 

 

Stawley  Penny Hare,  Stawley Mill, Wellington, TA21 0HT    01823 672183 

   Graham Henson, Court Place Farm, Stawley, TA21 0HP   01823 672496 

 

Associate Priest   Revd Martin Beaumont, Hilltop, Milverton TA4 1JR         01823 400127 
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Donations for the Parish News  
 

Donations received from: 

 Colin and Annette Haddrell 

 Geoff Heard 

 Sue Batten 

 Neil and Margaret Lindup 
   

Thanks again, for your kind support. 
 

Donations may be left at Stawley Shop or sent  
directly to the treasurer: details on page 27 

 

Andrew Millard, treasurer   

Thought for the month 

 
"Scaffolding"     

 
Masons, when they start upon a building, 
Are careful to test out the scaffolding; 
 
Make sure that planks won't slip at busy points, 
Secure all ladders, tighten bolted joints. 
 
And yet all this comes down when the job's done 
Showing off walls of sure and solid stone. 
 
So if, my dear, there sometimes seem to be 
Old bridges breaking between you and me 
 
Never fear. We may let the scaffolds fall 
Confident that we have built our wall. 
 

Seamus Heaney 
 
Nearly fifty years ago now, when I began to 
officiate at Marriage Services in church, I must 
admit to being slightly uncomfortable at certain 
points in the ceremony. I was never entirely happy 
at referring to the possibility that the bridegroom 
might be embarking upon married life, "to satisfy 
men's carnal lusts and appetites, like brute beasts 
that have no understanding".  Nor did I much agree 
with the church's teaching that marriage "was 
ordained as a remedy against sin and to avoid 
fornication". Fortunately, over the course of the 
intervening years, the Church of England has 
produced two new services, one in 1980 and the 
other in 2000, that enshrine a much more positive 
view of the marriage of two persons, stressing 
above all else, their mutual love. 
 
Chosen readings 
One of the innovations of both new services was 
the provision of encouraging the couple to choose 
readings that might convey to the congregation, 
something of their vision of what married life may 
have in store. 
 Since then, I have enjoyed listening to a rich 
collection of poetry, scripture and secular readings 
that speak about mutual love. Admittedly, there 
were times when I would have preferred to hear 
something other than extracts from "Captain 
Corelli's mandolin" or "Winnie the Pooh"! 
However sometimes the couple in question would 
find a real gem and I consider Heaney's 
"Scaffolding" to be one of those. 
 Even the 1662 Order with all its limitations 
recognised that marriage should provide, "the 
mutual society, help and comfort that the one ought 
to have of the other". It is this relationship about 
which Heaney writes; the construction of the “wall” 

of “sure and solid stone”. 
 Certain changes in the civil law relating to 
marriage have prompted the church to consider 
afresh its teaching on life, relationships and 
marriage. The House of Bishops has produced a 
report entitled, "Living in faith and love", which 
stresses that marriage is a "creative relationship of 
love and support" which "enables a couple to share 
in the care and upbringing of children."  
 As churches, we are being encouraged to 
examine the report and St. Michael’s, Milverton are 
soon to offer a programme of led and enabled 
discussions focussing on the issues raised by it. 
 I will be able to publish dates and times in the 
near future and these sessions are open to all. 
 

Martin Beaumont 

Front cover illustration by Julie Ridgely - see page 6 for 

the accompanying article - The Scent of Spring’ 

  
Beat surgery Tuesdays 9.00am-10.00am  

at  

Stawley Village Shop and Tearoom 
 

Tuesdays 22nd February and 22nd March 
From 9.00 - 10.00am 

with  
PCSO 6945 Louise Fyne  

Portrait Painting  

A demonstration by Tilly Willis 

       Bathealton Village Hall         

19th February 2022 at 7.00 pm 

£7.00  including  refreshments 
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Country Matters 

 

The Darkling Thrush 
 

I leant upon a coppice gate 
    When Frost was spectre-grey, 

And Winter's dregs made desolate 
    The weakening eye of day. 

The tangled bine-stems scored the sky 
    Like strings of broken lyres, 

And all mankind that haunted nigh 
    Had sought their household fires. 

 
At once a voice arose among 
    The bleak twigs overhead 
In a full-hearted evensong 

    Of joy illimited; 
An aged thrush, frail, gaunt and small, 

    In blast-beruffled plume, 
Had chosen thus to fling his soul 

    Upon the growing gloom. 
 

  Thomas Hardy 
 
December: One of the cloudiest and greyest 
months for decades, with little or no sunlight. 
Very miserable, but very mild with no frosts at 
all. 
 The fieldfare, a winter visitor from northern 
Europe, is larger than the song thrush and redwing 
but slightly smaller than the mistle thrush. 
Usually they can be seen in the fields around the 
parish, but this year their numbers seem to be well 
down. They have always been epitomised in 
poetry;        
 
Flocking fieldfares, speckled like the thrush, 
picking the red haw from the sweeping bush.  

(John Clare) 
 
There was the usual influx of blackbirds over 
wintering and I counted over thirty eating my 
fallen apples. 
 
Early January. The birds are beginning to sing 
again. The robin sings throughout the winter, 
mainly to mark its territory and the little jenny 
wren shouts its loud warning song. But in January 
the great tits break their winter silence with their 
two-note song. Also the long tailed tits have 
started chattering and squeaking in their winter 
flocks, sometimes twenty or more birds. There 
will be more and more birdsong as the days grow 
longer and mates are sought. 
 Ivy is nature’s soup kitchen. The autumn 
flowers provide hoverflies, bees and butterflies 
with much needed sustenance. The berries arrive 
during the winter and have a high fat content, 
which blackbirds, thrushes and woodpigeons feed 
on. Ivy also provides a warm, dry, safe haven for 
lots of birds, insects and small animals from wood 

mice to bats. It is not a parasitic plant and does no 
harm to trees. 
 Look out for early frogspawn and ravens 
doing acrobatics in the air. They have wedge-
shaped tail feathers, unlike rooks and crows, 
which have fan-shaped tail feathers. 

 
Sally Merrett 

 

 

 

Village Oil Group 

The next oil delivery is due on  

Wednesday 9th February 

Please note that the oil companies have requested, 
under current circumstances and coupled with the 
Christmas run up, a longer lead in time for orders. 

 

To place an order, please email: 

judy.milne@btopenworld.com or contact  

Judy or Michael Milne on 01823 672205  

by Wednesday 1st February 

New members always welcome 

Rainfall Statistics  

November 2021 (inches) 
 

2017    2018    2019    2020    2021  
2.71     6.45     7.10     2.80  1.54 

 
 
December 2021 (inches) 

 
2017   2018    2019    2020 2021  

6.36    7.2    7.56      6.28     5.04 
 
 
Past ten years 2012- 2021 
 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016  
58.81 38.66 47.73 38.33 37.53  

 
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021  
39.95 47.35 50.70 43.61 43.33 

 
Val Coots 

 

Many thanks for such comprehensive information 
- Eds 
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The scent of Spring to come 
Daphne bholua 

 
There are a number of wonderfully scented, winter 
flowering shrubs that grace our gardens; I could 
write about Chimonanthus, Sarcococca, 
Hamamelis, all beauties in their own right (maybe 
next winter!) But without doubt the plant with 
scent guaranteed to stop you in your tracks has to 
be Daphne bholua or the Himalayan paper 
daphne, so called because high quality paper is 
sometimes produced from it in Nepal. 
 Considered by some as difficult to grow, 
this evergreen (or more frequently, semi-
evergreen) shrub is certainly expensive to buy, 
often hard to track down and without doubt 
finicky to propagate. But given the right 
conditions, it will reward you with moments of 
near ecstasy during the darkest months with the 
gorgeous heady perfume produced from the 
compact clusters of tubular four-lobed flowers. 
These are purplish-pink in the bud opening to 
palest pink through to white fringed by whorls of 
glossy, leathery leaves. 
 Originating from the mountain ranges of the 
Nepal, southern China, Sikkim and Bhutan, often 
growing along the edges of Oak and 
Rhododendron forest between altitudes of 1500 
and 3000m, it was first introduced into cultivation 
in 1962. It will happily grow in both alkaline and 
acid conditions but does not thrive in shallow 
chalky or sandy soils which tend to dry out during 
summer.  It needs a position where it has access to 
even amounts of moisture throughout the year, a 
cool humus-rich root run and some shelter from 
cold winds. Pick your spot with care and 
consideration as its fleshy roots resent disturbance 
and they do not transplant well.  
 Although the original parents of our garden 
cultivars were seed grown, collected on numerous 
plant hunting expeditions, it only sporadically 
produces seed in this country and has limited 
viability (although I have successfully grown it 
from seed). It takes very poorly from cuttings; 
often rooting but then failing to grow away on its 
own roots. Most commercial stock is grafted and 
more recently, micro-propagated. This is why 
these plants often command eye-wateringingly 
high prices. 
 Perhaps the best-known cultivar is 
‘Jacqueline Postill’, a beautiful form selected in 
1982 by Alan Postill, the propagator at Hilliers 
and named after his wife. It has relatively large 
flowers, deep purple-pink in bud opening to a 
paler pink with one of the best fragrances. It is 
vigorous in growth forming an open habit but 
often becomes partially deciduous during colder 
winters though is considered the toughest of the 

cultivars for the British garden. Other tried and 
tested selections include Daphne bholua 
‘Limpsfield’ with glossy dark green leaves and 
freely produced black berries after flowering, 
‘Ghurka’ a particularly hardy form, slightly later 
flowering, ‘Darjeeling’ an upright open form 
producing lighter pink buds and flowers often 
starting to flower as early as November. 
 A little blood, fish and bone and some leaf-
mold on planting is all that’s required. Once 
established, Daphne bholua needs little attention 
and certainly resents heavy pruning; a little and 
often is best and pinching out growing tips early 
on to form a better shaped, more bushy habit will 
pay dividends rather than trying to deal with an 
unruly shrub later in its life. An annual mulch of 
leaf-mold or well matured compost will help keep 
your Himalayan beauty in good heart ensuring 
years of joy in the first months of every year. 
 

John and Julie Ridgley 

Mobile Library 

Greenham Bridge 

Tuesday 1st February,  

1st March and  29th March 

From 9.30 - 9.50 am. 

Carers Groups  
make a welcome return! 

 
Carers in Somerset will be delighted to hear that 
many Carers groups are reopening.  The 
Wellington (Bulford Community Centre)  group 
will be your nearest. 

If you look after someone else - family, 
friend or neighbour, our Carers hub 
(www.somersetcarers.org) is packed full of 
support, activities and training.   

Not sure if you are a Carer? Call our 
advice line on 0800 31 68 600 and make sure 
you have the right support for you and the person 
you look after! Ask your Village Agent for 
information and ideas on supporting the person 
you care for so that you can take an occasional 
break and attend a group.  

Can’t get to a Carers group? 
Wiveliscombe Talking Café is open again on 
Wednesdays for help and advice. 
www.somersetagents.org/talking-cafes/ 

 
Cat Sweatman, Village Agent 

cat@somersetrcc.org.uk or call 07746 340546 

http://www.somersetcarers.org/
http://www.somersetagents.org/talking-cafes/
mailto:cat@somersetrcc.org.uk
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Wasteology  
 

Proposed clinical waste incinerator at 
Greenham Quarry 

 
Wasteology are applying for a low-level clinical 
waste incinerator at Greenham Quarry, near the 
A38, where they have existing waste operations. 
At this stage, the application is only on what to 
cover in an environmental assessment for the 
facility. This would be required for a future 
application for the plant itself, which has not yet 
been submitted, although there are details of 
what is proposed in their current application. 

The incinerator would be in a new 
building (20m x 10m and 6m high) along with 
an exhaust chimney (15m high). The proposed 
plant would operate 24 hours a day, with vehicle 
movements taking place within 7am-6pm 
Monday to Friday, and 7am-1pm on Saturdays. 
A total of up to 4 vehicles per day would visit 
the site, with payloads up to 6-8 tonnes. 
  The application says: “the majority of the 
facility will not be visible from beyond the 
quarry due to the elevated quarry walls and 
surrounding dense woodland. However, it will 
be necessary for a modest sized flue stack to 
protrude above the lip of the quarry by a small 
amount to allow appropriate dispersion of the 
facility’s emissions.” 
  Up to 3,500 tonnes per annum of low-
level clinical wastes, such as used PPE (personal 
protective equipment), would be processed. 
After incineration, outputs would be about 550 
tonnes per annum, with two-thirds being 
incinerator bottom ash and one-third air 
pollution control waste, which will be taken off-
site for disposal. 
  The application has been submitted to 
Somerset County Council (SCC), as the 
planning authority for waste management. A 
future application for the plant would be 
assessed against SCC’s Waste Local Plan, 
Somerset West and Taunton Council’s Local 
Plan and the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 
  Wasteology’s agent has requested the 
environmental assessment covers: air quality 
and health; noise; odour; alternatives, site 
selection and suitability; climate change; 
landscape and visual impact. It has been 
requested the following be excluded: highways 
and access; ecology; flood risk and drainage; 
archaeology; ground conditions and soil quality; 
and socio-economics, such as local jobs. 
Reasons for the exclusions are given in a report 

accompanying the current application. 
SCC, in consultation with other agencies, 

will decide on what the environmental 
assessment will require. Unfortunately, the 
consultation period had closed before the parish 
council or ward councillors were informed of 
the application, after reading about it in a local 
paper. 

Comments have been submitted to SCC 
to request that ecology and highways be 
included in an application, which I am told 
should be required. Other considerations should 
also be covered, although may not be required as 
part of the environmental assessment. 

A complaint about the lack of local 
notice has been made. SCC have provided 
reassurance that they will provide notification 
and consult, including with Stawley Parish 
Council and local neighbours, if Wasteology 
proceed and submit a planning application for 
the incinerator. 

A full planning application should 
provide information on the expected impact of 
the plant, which can be challenged if needed. 

Further details should be provided then 
on the type of clinical waste to be incinerated. 
The current application only mentions PPE, 
which should be separated according to whether 
patients treated are infectious or non-infectious. 
Incineration is common for both types. PPE can 
be collected with other types of clinical waste 
too, including wipes, dressings, bandages, 
incontinence waste and nappies. 

There may be concerns, including on 
carbon and other polluting emissions and on 
why the plant is proposed in this location. 

Some may question the need for another 
incinerator in the region. Clinical waste can be 
reduced by better segregation at point of use and 
some items could be reused or avoided. Some 
materials if present, like glass and metals, could 
be safely recycled. And there are alternatives to 
incineration with lower impacts, although these 
are less well established as full treatment 
options. 

There is work underway currently on 
creating a greener NHS, which is to include a 
new clinical waste strategy. 

I will continue to work with Parish 
Councils in investigating the proposed 
incinerator and will comment on an expected 
planning application when it comes forward. 
 

Councillor Dave Mansell 

Wiveliscombe and District Ward, Somerset West 
and Taunton Council 



9 

 
 

Ashbrittle, Stawley & 
Clayhanger 

Cricket Club 

 
Happy New Year from your local cricket club. 
 
The cricket season seems a long way off as the temp 
outside reads three degrees, and it is only January.  
Training for the adult teams for the 2022 season 
starts on the 17th and 24th February at Court Fields 
School 8-9pm. Followed by 3rd March (gap for ex-
ams)  24th and 31st March; 7th and 14th April. 
 
The 2021 season 
2021 saw a full season of cricket in the West Somer-
set League for our two teams, one in the 1st division 
and one in the 5th division.  Covid disrupted the 
games as players were dropping out last minute due 
to positive results and leaving teams short. This was 
happening for all the teams, not just ours, so it was a 
case of just getting on with it. 
 Unfortunately we were unable to field an 
U11’s side but the U13’s competed and filled their 
fixtures, well done to them. Junior practises will be 
at Appley from April. 
 
We held a skittles and presentation evening at Ash-
brittle in December to congratulate the 2021 cup 
winners. 
 
1st XI 
Bowling cup – F Bartlett 
Batting cup – G Dawes 
Players player – S Grant 
Captains cup -  C White 
 
2nd XI 
Bowling cup – R Gabriel 
Batting cup – R Popplestone 
Players player – C Cooper 
 
President’s Cup – G Dawes 
 
Thank you to Kristy for providing the buffet supper. 
 
The club AGM was held on January 7th, and officers 
elected as follows. 
 
Chair – R Williams 
Vice- Chair M White 
Secretary- G Dawes 
Treasurer – J Dawes 
Fundraising – S Williams & K Popplestone 
Youth Co-ordinator and Groundsman - M. White 
 
If you would like to know more about the indoor nets 
please ring Rob Williams 01823 672266 or email 
williamspfa@outlook.com 

Open all hours 
 

All Good Things…… 
“All good things come to an end.” Who said that?  
Well, it was Geoffrey Chaucer apparently, in his 
poem “Troilus and Cressyde”.  Put it like this – his 
is probably the first recorded saying of it. I can’t 
imagine it not being said somewhere, sometime 
before then. But that’s what Google tells me and all 
things googled must be true  - mustn’t they? 
 It’s a truism, isn’t it? So it must be older than 
Chaucer. Why? Because all good things do come to 
an end. One way or another. That ice cream, 
entertaining film, holiday, each season, a happy life- 
long relationship. Even each life, gloriously, happily 
enjoyed, knows its going.  
 That doesn’t mean, of course, that everything 
else ends with it. The ice cream van will still be 
selling its wares. Another film will be shown at the 
cinema. Autumn always follows Summer again and 
again. Someone retires from their work and another 
takes their place so the business continues! Life goes 
on. That’s how life continues and evolves. 
 How about the opposite, then? It’s the same, 
isn’t it? “All bad things come to an end!” Of course. 
Life is all about beginnings and endings. Even the 
worst experiences we can imagine have their finales! 
The sorrows, the torture, the disease, they all come 
to a stop – one way or another! 
 They even go hand in hand. What is 
experienced as good by one person is seen or felt as 
bad by an associate. What seems good to one is 
observed as something to avoid like the plague. Or 
an experience or a task – even a relationship – can 
be a crazy mix of good and bad. It all finishes, with a 
mix of gladness and sadness. 
 Everything starts – everything ends. Unless 
you are a person who is Jesus-conscious? The same 
still applies, but there awaits another life-dimension 
which starts and goes on developing for ever. In the 
meantime, we have to live the in-between times. The 
question is not what do we have to enjoy or endure, 
but how do we respond to both, face them, live 
through them? 
 Now there’s a question! Try reading Rudyard 
Kipling’s poem “If” and think about what he says: it 
might help!  Here’s an extract: 

 
If you can keep your head when all about you    
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,    
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 
But make allowance for their doubting too;    
If you can dream - and not make dreams your 
master;    
 If you can think - and not make thoughts your 
aim;    
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
And treat those two impostors just the same! 

 
Martin at the Shop   

mailto:williamspfa@outlook.com
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Lunch Club 
 

After much thought and discussion we decided to 
cancel our Christmas Lunch Club and then, in due 
course, we also cancelled in January.  This was 
because Covid was rapidly increasing and getting 
very uncomfortably close to home.  I know this was 
a disappointment to many people, but we tried to 
consult many regulars before making decisions. 
 The good news is that we are planning to re-
start in February, assuming nothing dire happens in 
the meantime.  The next Lunch Club will be on 
Thursday 24th February at 12.00 noon.  As ever, 
please let me know if you would like to be 
included.  We welcome anyone who lives within 
our parishes, or is associated with us, or comes as a 
guest of one of our regulars.  My details are below. 
 
February speaker 
Our speaker / entertainer is Michael Fairfax who 
has very kindly provided a profile for us.  I can  of 
course, highly recommend him to you.  See our ad 
on page 5 for more details. 

 
Delia Harling 

 
Contacts: Tel 01823 672203  or email me  
deliaharling123@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Gardening Club 
 
A belated happy New Year to you all.  We were 
hoping to resume early in 2022 with the usual 
meeting and bring-and-share supper, but I’ve 
decided it’s still too soon for us to be meeting 
indoors in groups, so we will consider a date for 
this a little later in the year. Whether we’re getting 
together as a group or not, we can start thinking 
about trips and visits to gardens, so please let me 
know if you have any ideas. 

The days are getting longer, and the 
daffodils are definitely showing their green shoots; 
we’ll be back in our gardens in no time, and I 
expect some of you have been working away 
already. 

Do share photos of your garden activities, 
nature finds, or pose questions or queries. We are 
all very interested to hear what our fellow gardeners 
are up to!  If you have any suggestions and new 
ideas, or any other inquiries, please contact Pauline 
by email stawley.gardening.club@gmail.com, or 
tel. 01823 672222 

And remember, new members are always 
welcome. 

        
         Pauline Wood 

 

 Stawley Parish Council 
 

There will be a meeting of Stawley Parish Council 
on the 10th February at 7:30pm in the Appley 
Pavilion.  The major item on the agenda this month 
will be the announcement through the Wellington 
Weekly News that an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) of a possible incinerator at 
Greenham Quarry had been sent to Somerset 
County Council for their review.   This was news to 
both the Parish Council and our local District 
Councillor as neither of us had been informed of 
this action.   We hope that having a unitary 
authority, the members of whom we will be voting 
for in May, may stop this lack of communication 
but for now we have to prepare for a possible 
planning application for an incinerator at 
Greenham.  Details of the EIA can be found by 
going to our website https://stash.org.uk/ where you 
will find a link under the NOTICES in the top right 
of the page. 
 On the 10th March we will be having a 
presentation by Airband.  Details of this are 
elsewhere in this PN but please note the time will 
be 7:00pm not the usual 7:30pm for the Council 
Meetings. 

Paul Musgrove 

 

 

❤       Ladies     ❤    

 

Have A Relaxing  

Liz Earle Facial 
 

By Jane in your own home   

 
     

Lovely Luxurious Natural  

❤    Products   ❤  

 
   
 

Call Jane on 07879 539419 

mailto:deliaharling123@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:stawley.gardening.club@gmail.com
https://stash.org.uk/
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Broadband Meeting  
  

7:00pm on the 10th March at Appley Pavilion 
 

 

Airband has been contracted by Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS) to deliver full fibre broadband to 
more than 40,000 homes and businesses in some of the most rural areas of Devon and Somerset by 2024.    

 

This is relevant to Ashbrittle, Bathealton and Stawley residents! 

 

All welcome. 

 

They started surveying for the new network in April 2021 and over the next three years will be working 
closely with local landowners, communities, and parish councils, to connect thousands of homes and busi-

nesses with full fibre broadband.   

 

They state that: 

“Although CDS seeks to connect as many homes and businesses without superfast* broadband (*minimum 
30Mbps download) as possible not all premises can be included within the public funding available. For all 
homes and businesses without superfast broadband which cannot be connected under these contracts, CDS 

will work the Government’s Building Digital UK (BDUK) and the commercial sector to find alternative 
solutions. Although we cannot yet say exactly which homes and businesses will be connected until surveys 

and designs are complete, our teams are cracking on to get your areas connected  

as fast as possible.” 

 

Stawley Parish Council have invited a representative from Airband to tell us what we can expect at a 

meeting on the 10th March at Appley Pavilion.  If you want to have full fibre to the premises (FFTP) 

then it is important that you attend the meeting to make sure Airband understand that we need it 

here!    

 

If you cannot come then register your interest by going to their website at: https://

www.airband.co.uk/ and clicking through to register your interest. 

https://www.airband.co.uk/
https://www.airband.co.uk/
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Stawley Community Association 
New Shop Tenant 

 
The SCA is very pleased to announce that a new 
tenant has been found to take over Stawley Shop 
and Tearoom.  We are not able to reveal who the 
new person is at this time, as they are starting 
discussions with Sally and Martin Perry 
regarding the handover, which will be at the end 
of April 2022.  

This is a very exciting time for the 
Community, as it means that the brilliant service 
that Martin and Sally have given us over the past 
six years will continue, and we hope that you, in 
turn, will continue to support Stawley Shop and 
Tearoom.  

We will keep you informed of the 
developments in future issues of the Parish 
News. 

Pauline Wood, 
on behalf of SCA 

  

Contact The Parish News on: 

ashparishnews@gmail.com 

 

Spinning and 
Woolcraft  

Group 
 
The Spinning and 
Woolcraft Group will 
continue to meet on a 
fortnightly basis, on the 
first and third Tuesdays in 
the month.  
The group have now decided that for the near 
future, all meetings will be ‘in person’ and 
will take place in members’ houses where a 
large and well ventilated indoor space is 
available.  
Meeting arrangements will be confirmed 
when the reminder email is sent out.   
If you would like to join us please contact me 
and I will add you to the mailing list. Perhaps 
you would like to come along to a meeting 
and learn to spin with us? 
 

Next Sessions  
Tuesday 1st and 15th February 2022 

at 2.30pm 

 
Thank you to those kind people who have 
donated spinning wheels to our group. We 
now have several available for new 
spinners. 

 
Please contact Pauline:  
pjw200355@gmail.com 

 

Quaker Meeting for Worship 

at Spiceland,  Uffculme  

 

We Meet for Worship at Spiceland every 
Sunday at 10.30am till 11.30am – this is a 
blended Meeting also available on Zoom  

All are very welcome.   

 For more information phone Ali 
Dominy 01884 266537or use the “contact 

us” form on our website: 

http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/ 

 

The Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) 

 

Ashbrittle Art Group 
 

We are starting afresh with a monthly  get-
together as a self-directed group to do whatever 

‘arty’ or ‘crafty’ project takes your fancy 
 

 Painting and drawing    
Clay work    

Textile crafts  
 

Ashbrittle Village Hall 
1st Wednesday in the month 

2.00 pm 
 

Come and meet some local art and craft 
enthusiasts, see what’s going on  

and tell us about your  
Favourite Craft 

  

Next meeting Wednesdays 2nd 
February and 2nd March 

 
For more information, contact Pauline 

pjw200355@gmail.com  

mailto:pjw200355@gmail.com
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Stawley Village Shop & Tea Room 

 

Opening hours 

 

Monday to Friday 8.00 to 5.30 

Saturday 8.00 to 2.00 

Sunday 9.00 to 11.00 

 

The Post Office is here every Thursday 11.30 to 1.30 

 

Come and see our range of groceries, household goods, 

Bawden’s bread, Fenton’s eggs, Chunk’s sausages, 

cooked meats/fish, pies & pasties, organic fruit & veg, 

newspapers & magazines, greetings cards, postage 

stamps, wine & beer 

…and tea or coffee with a slice of cake, scone or 

teacake 

…or hot food to eat-in or takeaway 

 

Find us on the Ashbrittle road between Greenham and 

Tracebridge adjacent to Stawley Primary School 

Ring us on 01823 674361 or email shop@stawleyshop.com 
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Home & Garden Services 

 

Shorneys, Greenham, Wellington. TA21 0JW 

 indianamaish@hotmail.com   01823 672003     

Covid-19-still open for business & 

following Social Distancing Measures 

Home: Cleaning, Ironing, having a ‘sort out’, 

Food Prep 

Garden:  Maintenance, Allotment, Clearance 

Support Work:  Enabling people with 

disabilities 

Handy man Services 

 

 DBS, Food Hygiene, References Available 

Emma 

 or Brian 
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Wivey Link 
Going Places..... 

Wivey Link will continue to provide a 

service for essential medical and dental 

appointments during the current  

emergency. 

• Door to door service operating from Wiveliscombe  

• We cover all surrounding Parishes, Taunton and Wellington.  

• Wheelchair friendly cars. 

• Fares are very reasonable and bus pass holders get a concessionary rate. 

For more information on using Wivey Link  telephone   01984 624666  

Lines open: Mon - Fri 9.00a.m. till 5p.m.    Sat 10a.m till 12.30p.m   

Answerphone out of hours 

Wivey Link a division of the  Wiveliscombe Area Partnership          Charity No. 1132983 

  
PHILLIP HUMMEL PLUMBING & HEATING 

 
All domestic plumbing work undertaken. 

Oil Boiler service and installation. 
Oil Aga / Rayburn Service. 

Oil tank service and installation. 
Bathroom design and installation. 

Bathroom and Kitchen Tiling. 
Underfloor heating installation. 

Unvented hot water cylinder installation. 
 

Insured and registered oil heating engineer with Oftec. 
 

Clean, tidy and polite,   references if required are available. 
 

For more information please contact  
Phillip Hummel 

 
Home Telephone number. 01823 652782 

Mobile telephone number. 07813161470 
Email philliphummelplumbing@gmail.com 
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 H Tredwin & Son Ltd 

Independent Funeral Directors 

15 & 17 North Street, Wellington 

 

Providing a proficient, personal and caring  

service at all times. 

Fifth generation independent family business 

Private chapels of rest                          Pre-paid funeral plans 

www.htredwinandson.co.uk 

Contact Nick or Louise Tredwin:    Telephone: 01823 672287 

       Mob: 07702 726264 
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Home Aerials 

Tel: 01984 623232 

homeaerials@gmail.com 

All Types of Aerials & Satellite 

Digital Upgrade Specialists 

Digital Boxes Supplied and Fitted 

Wiveliscombe & Surrounding Areas 

Local, Reliable, Experienced Engineer 

Contractors for Local Authorities  

and Housing Associations 

A Family Run Business  

for over 39 yearsPlease contact  Lulu or 

Martin Milton 
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Cleaning and Home Help 

One off or regular jobs 

General cleaning 

 

My cleaning products or yours 

End of tenancy cleaning 

Help with shopping 

Dog walking 

And much more 

 

 

 

 

 

References  

available 

Call Sarah on  

07772 761677 

 

MOBILE DOG GROOMING 

 

THE SOGGY DOGGY  

(EXE-VALLEY) 

 

The Grooming Station That Comes  

To Your Location  

 

Call Rachael on 07772272923 

Find us on Facebook 

thesoggydoggy89@yahoo.com 
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Kim White D.O. 
 

Registered Osteopath 

 

Freathingcott Farm, Holcombe Rogus, Wellington TA21 

0NG 

For appointments please contact the practice on: 

 

01823 672925 

 

 
   REPAIR, FIX & RE-USE  

 
Before you throw it away, can you give it another chance? 

 
 

*Hand and garden tools     *Garden furniture 
*Wheelbarrows    *Small machinery    *Woodwork 

*Metalwork and light fabrication     *Latches & Catches       
*Fabric repair & stitching *Tables, chairs & cupboards 
    *Handles    *Doors   *Gates  *Brackets   *Shelves 

 

Before that trip to the tip…. 
                               see if it can be mended         

call Steve on 672102 or 07812 054 641  

No fix, no charge 
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RACHEL GUNDRY 

LETTER CARVING IN STONE 

Headstones     Commemorative 

Poetry for the Garden      House signs 

Sundials     Foundation 

stones 

Carving in situ 

Restoration/recarving 

Design & Illustration 

Visit local studio to see 
stone samples and dis-

cuss any enquiry  

TEACHING / WORK-

SHOPS AVAILABLE 

rachelgundry@hotmail.co.uk 

tel: 01984 624 897 

mobile:  07914 822 944 (weekdays) 

 

  Wanted  

 

 

 

 

Standing hardwood: Oak, Ash, 

Beech etc 

TOP PRICES PAID 

 

Call Carl Westcott 07973564759 
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Installation of Fencing, Gates  

and Sheds 

  

Hard Landscaping 

Fencing Repairs 

  

Boundary Fencing  

Decking 

Please contact Chris 

www.cannonfencing.com 

cannonfencing@outlook.com 

07434 640004 

 

 

GB BUILDING 

& 

MAINTENANCE 

Listed Building Specialist 

*Lime Plastering 

Internal/External 

*Cob Repairs 

*Lathe and Plaster 

*Stonework 

*Cut Roof, Green Oak etc. 

 

Contact Gary Broom 

Telephone   01823 283212 

or Mobile   07776032289 
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Want to improve your social life 

then join 

West Somerset and East Devon  

Country Link 

An informal group run  by the members 

Events include meals out, BBQs, country 

walks, music & dancing. 

For information and a  

free programme contact: 

 Di ~ 01823 672666 or 

Colin ~ 07849 757985 

The social link 

for the  

countryside 

 

Ella Foot Health 

Mobile Clinic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foot Health Practitioner (RFHP) offering 
foot care and advice for: 

 

Nail trimming and filing 

Difficult toe nails 

Callus and corns 

Fungal infections 
 

Call Ella on 07729 733452  
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Kittisford Barton, Wellington, Somerset,  

TA21 0RZ 

www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk 

01823 672736 

Luxury award winning self-catering property ac-

commodating up to 14 adults and 2 children in 6 

comfortable bedrooms. Fabulous indoor swim-

ming pool, hot tub and sauna.  

Available throughout the year for weekends, 

weeks or mid week breaks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naturally grown seasonal  

vegetable boxes -  

delivered weekly to your door. 

 

Alex and Ruth 

07854680335 or 01823 672055 

steepholding.wordpress.com 

Holcombe Rogus, TA21 0JY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Rob Hill 
07845 756822  

 
wiveliscombe.joinery@outlook.com 

http://www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk
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The Caretaker 

Home and Animal Sitter 

 Dog walking.  Looking after all your  

animals when you go away.  I am insured 

References available 

Please call me on 07926 174332      

GREEN & CARTER 

Water Engineers – Established 1774 

Manufacturers of water powered hydraulic RAM pumps 

General water engineers Bore holes,  

Water filtration and purification 

Manufacturers of UV water purifiers  and chlorination plant 

Telephone:  01823 672365 (24 hrs) 

Fax:  01823 672950    Mobile:  0374 108884 .   greenandcarter.com 

 

Janet Morris 

Freelance Hairdresser 

Gents, Ladies and Children 

For appointment or consultation please call: 

01823 660191 or 07768648244 

Willowbrook Nursery  

and Garden Centre 

Your local family-run Garden Centre  Well stocked garden shop   

Café and Tea room          Bow Aquatic Centre   

                Pet and Bird Supplies      ‘Winesolution’ Wine shop  

Sheds              B & M Camping 

Situated on the A38 between Taunton and Wellington 

Telephone: 01823 461324  *Open 7 days a week 

www.willowbrooknurseryandgardencentre.co.uk  

PETER COOPER 

07960 589734 

CARPENTRY / JOINERY 

HARDWOOD FLOORING / FURNITURE 

FENCING / DECKING  

 

 

MANUFACTURER & STOCKIST OF 

BEE-KEEPING EQUIPMENT 

Hives and Frames 

Haddeo, Bathealton, Taunton TA4 2AG 

Tel: 01984 623851 

DAVID PEARCE           
For local cards, prints and paintings 

www.anniemusgrove.co.uk 

Meadow Farm, Greenham 

 Experienced Gardener 

Garden maintenance, pruning, clearing 
and cutting back, planting,             

planting plans.  

Also mole catching.  

Call Jen – 07837 983601 
email - Jen.Sim@btinternet.com 

Fluetopia 

CHIMNEY SWEEP  

                            SERVICES 

Open Fires/ Woodburning Stoves/ AGAs 

and RayburnsRain/Bird guards fitted 

Paul Cronin  Mob: 07980 743192 

 

mailto:Sim@btinternet.com
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Craftsmen you can rely on, 

Quality you can trust... 

In Lime Rendering, 

Lime Plastering & Building Restoration” 

 

Local Information 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Contact Numbers 
Greenham & Tracebridge  Caro Ayre             01823 672603 
Appley                               Rachel Chesterton   01823 673063 
Ashbrittle                           Charles Doble          01823 672365 
Stawley                              Pat Sweet            01823 672380 
Wellisford                         William Thomas 01823 673143 
Outer Bathealton               Carol Weir                01984 623565 
Springrove                         Doreen Orton  01823 400731 

 

Police-non-emergency number    101 
 

Police Beat Team 
 

PC Joanne Jeffery 2378   Tel:07889 657943 
 Joanne.jeffery@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
PCSO  Louise Fyne 6945   Tel:07889 659476 
       Louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
 

Parish Councils 
 
Ashbrittle  Chairman  Charles Doble 01823 672365 / 672618 
        Email  charles.doble@ukgateway.net 
Bathealton Chairman   Charles Eustice 01823 401248 
Stawley      Chairman   Paul Musgrove 01823 672627 
       email: stawleypc@yahoo.co.uk        www.stash.org.uk 

 

Community Halls 
 

Appley Pavilion and Recreation Field 
 – to book, ring Suzette Williams on 01823 672266 or  
          email: williamspfa@outlook.com 
 
Ashbrittle Village Hall 
 – to book, ring Pat Gainey on 01823  672760 
 
Bathealton Village Hall  
 – to book, ring Tilly Willis on 01984  624459 
 

Local Groups 
 
Stawley under Fives at the Appley Pavilion.   
Becky Allder Pre-schools Manager  
Swallows, Sampford Arundel  01823 672342 Mon/Tues 
Stawley Under Fives  07753 552736 Weds/Thurs/Fri  
 
Rural Community Initiative (RCI) is a local charity set 
up in 1999 to support the way of life of the people of this 
rural community. For further information please contact 
the chair of the committee; Mike Parkin-
son  m_f.parkinson@btinternet.com 

PARISH NEWS DETAILS 
 

The Editors and the next issue deadline date are on the back cover.  Please send items for publication to the Editors in good 

time to ensure publication.  There is only a short time between the deadline and the printing of the Parish News and late items may 

not be included.  We are pleased to receive items in any form (typed, in long hand, or by email).  Naturally, we prefer items by 

email ashparishnews@gmail.com when they should be in Microsoft 'Word' format, as this saves a great deal of typing!     

Advertising Our  rates are £1.40 per month for a small box, £3.00 for a quarter page, £6.00 for a half page and £12.00 for a whole 

page.  Advertising for community events, charity and church fundraising events in our area are normally carried free of charge.  

Occasional one-off adverts from residents in our area seeking to sell or buy an article or seeking to acquire or offer a service are 

also carried free of charge.  In all cases the style, layout and size allocated to an advert is at the discretion of the Editors.  
 

Editors: Maurice Stanbury 01823 672216 and Julia Swan 01823 672102     e-mail address: ashparishnews@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Andrew Millard . Barton Barn, Kittisford, Wellington TA21 0RZ         Bank details:  Account Name: The Parish News,  

Sort Code: 30-98-45.  Ac no. 01828373           Cover Design - Church illustrations derived from originals by the late Diana Willis.           

Distribution: David Sweet 01823 672380                                                                        Printed by Sharper Print  Tel 07906 52190                         

Editorial Policy 
Please note that the views expressed in this 
magazine are the responsibility of the 
individual author(s) and are not necessarily the 
views held by the editors of the Parish News. 

Defibrillators and The Village 
Emergency Telephone System 

(VETS) 
 
     ASHBRITTLE & STAWLEY:  

    01823 244104 
BATHEALTON: 01984 322919 
KITTISFORD, TRACEBRIDGE & 
APPLEY:    01823 245101 

 
The VETS numbers are available should you 
need assistance in an emergency or help to 
access a defibrillator.  Remember, in the 
event of a possible cardiac arrest in your 

household: ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST IN 
AN EMERGENCY AND,  IF A CHANCE 

ARISES, THEN DIAL THE VETS NUMBER, 
SPECIFYING THAT YOU NEED A 
DEFIBRILLATOR RATHER THAN 

GENERAL HELP 

 
There are four local defibrillators which are 
easy to use and available to anyone. They are 
permanently located at these places and can 
be found using the //What3words codes 
below. 
Ashbrittle Village Hall, on outside wall  
   blurts.flats.crouching 
Bathealton Village Hall, on outside wall 
   relatives.widgets.rolled 
Kittisford New House Farm, on wall, 
opposite church  bonkers.regime.lyricist 
Stawley Shop, on outside wall 
   messaging.servers.quaking 

These are all accessible 24 hours a day and 
no access codes are required. 
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   Next Deadline Date:     Friday 18th  February 

Editors: Julia and Maurice 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

February 
19th      

 
7.00 pm 

 
Demonstration of Portrait Painting by Tilly Willis 
Bathealton Village Hall.    

24th 12 noon Lunch Club in Ashbrittle Village Hall 

March 
10th 

 
7.00 pm 

 
Broadband prospects with Airband.  Appley Pavilion. 

  
26th    
 

 
7.00 pm 

   
Talk by Phillip Broad  “ Army Nurse to the Rescue”  
                           Bathealton Village Hall  

April  
11th  

 
7.00 pm.  

 
Bathealton Village Hall.   AGM  

May 
21st 

 
From 2.30 pm 

 
Stawley Church Garden Party and Fete at Stawley Mill 

October 
9th 

 
All day 

 
Apple Day 

 

 

 

 

 


