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      From about 1965                                 PARISH NEWS        September 2021 

For the Parishes of ASHBRITTLE with GREENHAM, BATHEALTON, STAWLEY and KITTISFORD 

Church Services 
 

Sunday September 5th   Trinity 14   

9.30 a.m.      Parish Communion   STAWLEY 

 

Sunday September 12th  Trinity 15 

9.30 a.m.     Parish Communion   ASHBRITTLE 

 

Sunday September 19th  Trinity 16 

9.30 a.m.     Parish Communion   KITTISFORD 

 

Sunday September 26th  Harvest Festival 

9.30 a.m.     Parish Communion   BATHEALTON 

 
Slowly but surely our services of worship are returning to something approximating "normal".  Face 
coverings no longer need to be worn inside our church buildings and we are no longer required to be 
socially distanced. 
 However, I am sure that we will all respect the decision of those who may wish to do both of 
these things.  For the time being at least, we will continue to receive communion in our places, 
thereby avoiding the close proximity of the altar rail. 
 The great news is that this month, we will once again re-commence HYMN SINGING! 
This will enable us to be in good voice for our Harvest Festivals, most of which take place next 
month.  Do please join us for any or all of these services; you will be made most welcome. 
 

Thought for the Week 
If you would like to receive Rev Martin Beaumont’s “Thought for the Week” email, please email 
amusgrove@cantab.net to be added to the circulation list. 
 

 

Churchwardens and Clergy 

Ashbrittle with Greenham 

   Charles Doble, The Old Rectory, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LQ   01823 672365 

   David Hanks, Manley House, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LE    01823 672436 

 

Bathealton  Andrew Lyle,  Road Hill House, Bathealton, TA4 2AW    01984 629013 

   Sarah Eustice, Oakwood,  Spring Grove, TA4 1NL    01823 401248 

 

Kittisford  Annie Musgrove, Meadow Farm, Greenham, TA21 0JW   01823 672627 

 

Stawley  Penny Hare,  Stawley Mill, Wellington, TA21 0HT    01823 672183 

   Graham Henson, Court Place Farm, Stawley, TA21 0HP   01823 672496 

 

Associate Priest   Revd Martin Beaumont, Hilltop, Milverton TA4 1JR         01823 400127 

 

Missioner and Team Vicar  Revd Selina Garner,  Email: selina@thegarners.me.uk   01823 662227            

mailto:amusgrove@cantab.net
mailto:selina@thegarners.me.uk
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Thought for the Month 
 

"Let your hope keep you joyful. Be patient in all 
your troubles and pray at all times".  (Romans. 12. 
v12) 

Never having been much good at languages at 
school, when I was accepted to study Theology at 
King's College London, I was disconcerted to 
discover that one whole paper (out of nine) was 
devoted to candidates being examined  on their 
knowledge of two New Testament books in the 
original GREEK!  Imagine for a moment. the 
sleepless nights, the hours spent mugging up 
vocabulary, grammar and syntax. Fortunately, we 
were spared the rigours of translating the complete 
documents. Instead we were invited to comment 
on a number of chosen short passages, revealing 
(or not in my case), our understanding of both the 
meaning of the passage and the underlying beliefs 
of the author. 
 I soon discovered a plan of action. If I could 
learn, by heart, the whole book in English and then 
familiarise myself with enough Greek to recognise 
all the well known passages on paper, I might 
have half a chance of limited success. 
 Forty-eight years later, virtually no Greek 
remains in the memory bank. However, I still 
manage to remember long passages and many 
quotations of both St. John's gospel and Paul's 
letter to the Romans, of which, "Let hope keep 
you joyful", is one. 
 For the last eighteen months, we have been 
sustained by hope; hope that we and our loved 
ones might be spared Covid 19, hope that a cure or 
a vaccine might be discovered and hope that the 
world's poorest might not be too adversely 
affected. 
 The Christian hope, of which St. Paul wrote, 
is firmly rooted in his belief in the providence of 
God. Beneath and within all that might happen to 
us in this life, we can discern God's loving 
presence. 
 Hope is not some desperate holding on to 
the unlikely or the impossible. Rather, for the 
Christian, hope is a way in to the future; it is the 
belief that whatever lies in store for us,  
 
" nothing can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus"  (Romans. 8. v39)........another of 
those well remembered quotations from nearly 
fifty years ago! 
 
Two pieces of news as we move into the 
autumn. 
You may recall that I wrote last month of the 
appointment of an Interim, Acting Team Rector, 
who will guide The Wellington and District Team 

during the vacancy caused by Tim Treanor's 
retirement. This has become even more welcome, 
as The Revd Selina Garner has also announced 
that she will be leaving the Team to take up a new 
appointment in North Devon in October. 
 The Revd Martin Kilbride, an experienced 
and retired priest, currently living in Taunton, will 
assume this new role and his appointment has 
been approved, unanimously, by all thirteen PCCs. 
His licensing will take place on Monday  
September 6th at 7.00 p.m. in St. John’s 
Church, Wellington. 
 Do please come along to welcome Martin 
amongst us and to support him as he begins his 
new ministry. We look forward to seeing him 
around our villages in the weeks and months to 
come. 
 All Saints Church, Rockwell Green, is 
hosting an exhibition of a replica of the Shroud of 
Turin. This will include a full size copy of the 
original Shroud and a large number of replica 
artefacts associated with the Roman practice of 
crucifixion in the first century. Schools have been 
invited to come along and attend the exhibition 
and it will be open to the public on the week-end 
of Saturday September 11th and Sunday 
September 12th. 
 There are very few opportunities to view 
this exhibition and we are fortunate to be able to 
welcome visitors from all over Somerset. 
 Entrance is free and refreshments will be 
available. 
 With my best wishes, 

Martin Beaumont 

Donations for the Parish News  
 

Donations received from: 

 Mr and Mrs Fisher  

 Mark Westcott 

 Frank and Lyn Colebrook 

 The Enticott family 
 

Thanks again, for your kind support. 
 

Donations may be left at Stawley Shop or 
sent directly to the treasurer: 

details on page 31 

 

Mobile Library 

Greenham Bridge 

From 10.00 to 10.20 

on 28th September 
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The Importance of Church buildings 
 

Text of a sermon given on the 8th August 2021 by 
the Rev Martin Beaumont 

 
Some of you may have read Robert Harris’ latest 
book “The Second Sleep”.   Opening its pages, 
you are returned to a world 500 years ago, an 
agricultural pre-industrial England where the 
church and its clergy exercise both spiritual and 
temporal power. However, it soon becomes 
apparent that the society about which we read is 
not 500 years ago but 500 years in the future. It is 
not pre-industrial pre-technological rather it is a 
society in which technology and industry have 
been and gone. England has suffered some 
cataclysmic disaster and the things upon which 
we rely, power, water, food, shelter, clothes and 
all take for granted have disappeared. Society has 
reverted to one that depends upon subsistence 
agriculture and stone buildings. 
 The reason behind the power of the church 
is that in most towns and villages the only 
surviving building is the church which during the 
cataclysm survivors sheltered in. The church once 
again became the focus of a community. It offered 
safety and protection. People went to it to try and 
make sense of what had happened. The churches 
became places of understanding. 
 
 
Only A Story 
Well it's fiction. It's a story. But it also reminds us 
that our church buildings have survived 
cataclysms such as civil and world wars, 
pandemics, even neglect. All of them, hopefully, 
remain in use. All of them can provide a safe and 
secure environment where people come to try and 
understand, to make sense, and be with 
themselves and with what they believe to be their 
God. 
 And I believe that offering such a space, 
whether it be to a local community, or to visitors 
who pass by, this offering of shared space is a 
ministry. It is what the church still today has to 
offer, a mission. It takes time, it takes money, and 
it takes care, but it is something we can do for 
others.  Looking after a church building takes 
an enormous amount of time and effort. Many 
churches across the land are doing something 
similar to All Saints at Rockwell Green who are 
raising £20,000 for the Spire at the moment.  But 
this emphasis on preservation and maintenance of 
the building is only half of what is real. 
 The other half, the unknown, is the 
emotional and spiritual value preserved in our 
churches. It is their beauty, their witness to Christ, 
their inspiration to other Christians, and their 

silence. Nothing much happens here, and that's no 
bad thing. If this place is a testament to the power 
and wisdom of God, rather than mere human 
invention, it can have been of use. 
Jesus recognised the value and power of a 
building, when he cast out the money changers. 
When we, in our turn, focus our attention on the 
same such place, we may be doing what we can, 
in some small way, to continue in Christ's work. 
 
 

Churches Now Open Again 
 

An apology from Charles Doble, 
Churchwarden  for St John the Baptist, 
Ashbrittle and St Peter, Greenham Churches 
 
The Reverend Martin Beaumont gave us an 
inspirational sermon recently at Ashbrittle 
Church; which, by unanimous demand of all 
present, is reproduced above.  This has prompted 
me to commit to paper something that has 
troubled me throughout the “Covid era” and 
thereafter. 

As Churchwarden I am deeply sorry that 
our two churches have been closed. In all the time 
I have been responsible for these churches I have 
always insisted that they never be locked at any 
time and this situation has obtained for at least 
forty five years. 

Notwithstanding the Covid risks, to have 
to fit a padlock to Ashbrittle Church which, prior 
to that, had no way of being locked was deeply 
upsetting for me.  For the churches to have 
remained locked, for as long as they have been, 
denied those seeking a place of solace during this 
dreadful time. Nationally and locally, it side-lined 
the church just at a time when it should have been 
centre stage. 

At the start of the outbreak Archbishop 
Welby sent out a directive that “churches must be 
closed. Sometime later, he went on the Andrew 
Marr show on the BBC to deny that it was an 
order; or, as he put it: “it was only guidance, most 
sensible people get that…”. Really??!! Weakly, I 
felt I should obey with my conscience telling me I 
should not! 

To all and especially folk who otherwise 
would have entered those “hallowed walls” I 
apologise most profoundly. 

Please be reassured the status-quo has 
been restored and both our churches, in common 
with the other churches in our parishes, are now 
open once again. 

 
Charles Doble Churchwarden. 
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 STAWLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (SCA)  

 

THE FUTURE OF STAWLEY SHOP AND TEAROOM 
 
    —————————————————————————- 
 
We are still working to secure the Shop’s future, and would greatly welcome your help and input 

to make this happen 
 

Please talk to Sally and Martin, Shop volunteers or members of the SCA if you, or anyone 
you know are at all interested in the Shop tenancy 

 
 

Deadline for applications for the tenancy is Friday 15th October 2021 
Please direct these by email to stawley.shop.sca@gmail.com 

 
 
Any other enquiries: 
 
Pauline Wood    01823 672222   stawley.shop.sca@gmail.com  
Cilla Newsom    01823 673303 cillanewsom@gmail.com   
Sally and Martin in the Shop  01823 674361 shop@stawleyshop.com 

A couple of photographs to remind you of what our Shop has to offer  
our Community 

 
Photo 1   Enjoying a cup of tea or some lunch outside the Shop and Tearoom 
 
Photo 2   The Shop and Tearoom return to normal after lockdown, serving the usual extensive 
  range of groceries and refreshments  
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Open  All  Hours 
 

The Taliban Can…… 
The Taliban can do anything they like, by the 
force of arms, by power of fear. They can stop the 
freedom and education of women, dictate what the 
men can and cannot do, including how they can 
treat their wives and families, decide what people 
do to enjoy their lives – no cinemas, no playing of 
music, no singing, no dancing. All according to 
how they interpret the Koran. 

They say it will be different this time. But 
they did it so ferociously last time. People 
remember. That’s why so many have been 
scrambling to flee from Afghanistan. 
 Janet Cornish lived in New Buildings, 
Greenham, to whom we delivered groceries every 
week. She died about two years ago, but, not long 
before that, she was sorting out her books. She 
wondered if we might like them in the shop, or 
could they go to a charity shop. Most of them 
were romances of the Mills and Boon variety. We 
didn’t take books then so they went off for charity. 
Except for one…… 

I have just recently finished reading it. Its 
title is “A Thousand Splendid Suns” and was 
written by Khaled Hosseini. It hints at romance 
but ends up telling a tale of bigotry, betrayal, 
cruelty and violence. It’s about two women, 
married to the same man, their loneliness and 
growing friendship and mutual support. It is set in 
Afghanistan, throughout a civil war, then Russian 
dominance, battles between warlords, the rise of 
the Taliban, 9/11 and the war on terror. It tells of 
their escape to Pakistan, and return to a kind of 
peace under western supervision. Constant 
destruction, death, tyranny, vividly described – 
then survival! 

It was during that quieter period that 
Khaled Hosseini took his family to America 
where he is now a doctor and works for the UN 
Refugee Agency. While the book is a novel, it 
resonates with the experience of the author. 
Disturbing! 

It couldn’t happen here, could it? Not even 
behind closed doors? But who thought that the 
Taliban would come back – and so easily? 

Have you sensed, though, in our quiet 
liberal-minded country, strange changes? A rising 
control over what we can think and say, lest 
someone somewhere is offended? We can say 
what we like – in private! Outside, if we disagree 
with certain forms of behaviour or opinion, we 
have to be careful and hide our real feelings 
behind a burka of smiling silence. People, who 
don’t accept the norms of the cultural 
intelligentsia, are banned from speaking out in 
places once renowned for freedom of speech! 
Others can freely express dislike for our past, our 

traditions and not be restricted! How different are 
we? Being manipulated by the Tellyban? 

 
What do you think? 
Janet Cornish was a quiet introverted lady. Had 
she read Mr. Hosseini’s book? I wonder what she 
thought. Or did she stick to reading the 
unchallenging stories of Mills and Boon? 
 

     Martin at the Shop 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Spiceland is open for Heritage Day 
on Sunday 12th September, 2 – 5pm 

Burial Grounds and Meeting House open  to 
the public  

You are welcome to bring your own  
refreshments to enjoy in the peaceful  

surroundings of the grounds 
 

http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com 

COME AND SEE US – ONLY 1.5 MILES FROM 
UFFCULME AND SIGNPOSTED FROM THE 

A38 

For more information phone Ali Dominy 
07810768557 or use the “contact us” form on our 
website: http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/ 

  
 

The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)   
 

 

Bathealton Parish Walk 

Sunday 26th September 

Please meet at 2.00pm at the Village Hall. 

The walk will be led by Stephen Cottrell with tea 

in the hall on return. 

http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/
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Ashbrittle Art Group 

 
 

We are a small band of budding artists and 
crafters who get together regularly for an in-

formal afternoon of creativity 
 

We are re-starting our weekly art sessions  
in  

Ashbrittle Village Hall 
on  

Wednesday 8th September 
2-4pm 

 
If you have any interest in expressing your 
creative talent amongst a friendly group, 

please come along to this first meeting and 
find out more  

 
 or email Pauline Wood 
pjw200355@gmail.com 

 

Everyone welcome 

 

Spinning and 
Woolcraft  

Group 
The Spinning and 
Woolcraft Group will 
continue to meet on a 
fortnightly basis (first and 
third Tuesdays in the 
month) for the near future.  
With the easing of COVID 
restrictions, we will 
alternate Zoom sessions with meetings 
outside in a member’s garden, weather 
permitting.  
Meeting arrangements will be confirmed 
when the reminder email is sent out.   
If you would like to join us please contact me 
and I will add you to the mailing list. Perhaps 
you would like to come along to a garden 
meeting and learn to spin with us? 
 

Next Sessions  
Tuesday 7

th
 September on Zoom   

Tuesday 21
st
 September Garden 
Meeting 

at 2.30pm 
 

**   Do you have a spinning wheel in 
your attic which you no longer need 

or use?  ** 
**    Would you consider selling or 

donating it to our group?  ** 
 

Extra wheels are always useful for 
new members to try out the craft 

 
Contact Pauline: on 01823 672222,  

email pjw200355@gmail.com 

Temporary Road Closure 
 

Please be aware of a date change to a tempo-
rary road closure. The new date for the works 
to commence is 6th September 2021 and is 
expected to last until  10th September 2021. 
 
Gypsy Lane, - from the junction with Green-
ham Quarry Road to the junction with Thorne 
St Margaret Road:  
Thorne St Margaret Road - from the junction 
with Gypsy Lane to the junction with Green-
ham Road:   
Greenham Road - From the junction with 

Thorne St Margaret Road south eastwards for 

1035m. 

Wanted 
 

Gardener for light work one day per week 
 

Charles Doble 
01 823 672 365 

charles@greenandcarter.com 

 

Defibrillators and The Village 
Emergency Telephone System (VETS) 
 

Would you know what to do if someone in 
your household collapsed, had a heart attack, or 
needed help?  Within this community, we have 
four defibrillators which are available to anyone 
and they are easy to use by anyone.  Quick 
access to a defibrillator really can save a life. 

 As a temporary measure in the light of the 
current situation, the Village Emergency 
Telephone System (VETS) has been converted 
to a helpline. If, for any reason, you require 
local assistance, you can ring the appropriate 
number for your area and, if someone is 

available, a local volunteer will respond. 

 The location of all the defibrillators and 
the phone numbers for the local volunteers for 
your area are now inside the back page of the 
Parish News.                        

With thanks to Judy Webb, Eds 

mailto:charles@greenandcarter.com
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10 Parishes Festival and  
SAW Open Studio Exhibition  

 
Sat 11th Sept - Sun 3rd Oct 11am-5pm, (closed Mondays) 

 

Tilly Willis 
Portraits, still life, landscapes, African paintings, prints and cards.        

Commissions taken. 
 

Richard Willis 
Seascapes, landscapes and prints. 

 
At Bicknell’s, Bathealton, next to the village hall 

 
Tel.01984 624459     tillywillis@hotmail.co.uk   www.tillywillis.com 

mailto:tillywillis@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.tillywillis.com
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The Ashbrittle Yew - Exciting News!!! 
 
As you probably are aware, the Ashbrittle Yew is 
the oldest living thing in England. It grows on a 
mound. 
 I remember Jack Smith who used to keep our 
roads in beautiful order and was our sexton 
reminiscing [fanaticising?] with Bill Manning our 
village baker about the bodies of Roman legionaries 
buried under it after a battle which took place close 
to the village. Sometimes it was giants that Jack 
Smith had exposed during his grave digging 
escapades. 
 However, the site is clearly significant in 
antiquity: it is high, level and possesses a spring 
which rises under the north chancel of the church. 
This was piped by my forebear to below Rowcliffe 
Cottages and became the village water supply. 
 Well, now I have just commissioned a 
geophysical survey of the area around and under the 
yew so what will be revealed!!!!???? 
 Watch this space, as they say! 
 

Charles Doble, Churchwarden  
St John the Baptist Church, Ashbrittle. 

 

 
 Bathealton Village Hall BBQ 

 
After a drizzly morning the sun shone for our first 
gathering of the Village for over a year  -   a joyful 
BBQ in the yard behind the Hall. We had a 
gathering of over 40 people which included a good 
crowd of our new parishioners. We are very lucky to 
have so many new friends. 

As always, many thanks to all who helped 
erect gazebos, carry out tables and chairs 
and  contributed delicious salads and wonderful 
desserts. And a special thank you to Steve for 
manning the BBQ.  

Village Hall Committee. 
 

 

 
Stawley  Thoughts 

 
A new and complete edition of 171 pages, 

limited to 50 copies and including all essays by 
Martin Jacoby 

published in Parish News 2016-2021 
by kind permission of the Editors. 

 
For sale in The Stawley Village Shop 

 at the cost price of £9.50 

Gardening Club 
 

Stawley Flower and Produce Show 
Just a reminder about The Stawley Flower and 
Produce Show at the Pavilion on Sunday 5th 
September.  
 There is still time for you to enter your 
wonderful produce, home made jams and cakes, 
and your art and craft work. 
 If you don’t have a programme (which has 
the entry form), copies are available at the Village 
Shop, or send your entries by email to 
suejacoby@gmail.com marked ‘Flower Show 
Entry’ and fees for these can be paid on the staging 
day.  
 Alternatively, entries can be left as in 
previous years, with the entry fees, at the Village 
Shop. Entries on the day will be £1 each, as we 
are just so busy getting everything ready, so please 
try and get your entries to us on time. 
 

Staging - Saturday 4th September,  
6.00 - 8.00pm and Sunday 5th September, 
8.00 -10.00am. 
  
General entry will be at 2.30pm.  
 
We are very much looking forward to holding this 
event, and here’s hoping for a fine day! 
 
Other News 
We still aren’t sure when the next trips will be, but 
will keep you all informed. 
 We have had a few beautiful photographs 
of flowers from members’ gardens, so please  
continue to share your creations with us when 
you can. 
 If you have any suggestions and new ideas, 
or any other inquiries, please contact Sue on 01823 
674471, Pauline on 01823 672222,or email 
stawley.gardening.club@gmail.com 
 And remember, new members are always 
welcome. 

 Pauline Wood and Sue Jacoby   
Freelander 

 

A 2004 plate Freelander with 154,000 miles on the 
clock has been sitting in my barn for too long after 
being retired 5 years ago from daily use.  It still 
goes but has no MOT.   
 I have just changed the oil and also filters 
but cannot justify keeping it any longer so it is 
available to go to a good home in exchange for a 
donation to Kittisford Church. 

 
Contact: Paul Musgrove on 01823 672627 

mailto:suejacoby@gmail.com
mailto:stawley.gardening.club@gmail.com
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Minutes of the Stawley Parish Council 
Meeting held at Appley Pavilion at 7:30 pm on 

the 5th August 2021 

 Parish Councillors present:  
Chairman, Paul Musgrove (PM), Pat Sweet (PS), 
Clive Wall (CW)   
Others present:- Two parishioners 
 
Finance 
£100 had been forwarded to the RCI as a 
contribution.   
 It was agreed that the Council should pay 
the membership fee of £83.15 to the Somerset 
Association of Local Councils (SALC).    
 The balance of the account at the date of the 
meeting was £12,298.10. 
 
Planning 
35/21/0015 - Erection of an agricultural storage 
building at Woodley Park, Bishops Hill, 
Greenham, Wellington 
 This application was considered at length 
because of the prominent position and size of the 
proposed barn.  It was decided that the Council 
should object to the proposal due to these factors. 
 
Reports from Members 
Roads – The recent strimming of road sides had 
missed a number of lanes.  These will be reported 
to the County Council 
Footpaths – The path between Greenham and 
Cothay requires a tree to be cleared.  The Clerk 
will contact the owner of the path. 
 
Any other Business 
It was noted by the Council that there was concern 
about a sawmill being operated at Appley Orchard 
Farm.   The Planning Department is aware of the 
concern and is investigating. 
 
Date of Next Meeting;  2nd September at 7:30pm 
 

Ashbrittle Churchyard 
 

Our churchyard has taken on a radically different 
appearance this year, its either a ghastly unkempt 
mess or a tranquil haven for wildlife depending 
upon you point of view! Your PCC decided we 
should reconsider and reimagine how we treated 
this significant corner of the village. 
 
Here are a few facts: 
1. It was costing us around £1500 or more each 
year to keep it mown; an unsustainable 
expenditure when churches across the land are 
struggling even more due to the Covid outbreak. 
Many are facing an existential threat; our two 

churches are no exception. 
2. Does it even “look right” to have a deeply 
rural churchyard trying to copy a manicured urban 
one? 
3. Is it morally right for a church to be emitting 
the consequential greenhouse gases caused by 
petrol mowers used? 
4. Should we be responsible for destroying a 
potentially rich wildlife habitat. The value of such 
spaces is nationally recognised see: 
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk. 
5. We are special, we have many visitors from 
the UK and overseas who come to see England’s 
oldest living thing: The Ashbrittle Yew. 
 Sheep were considered but they would have 
to be intensively grazed for short periods with no 
concomitant environmental benefit. 
 
A new regime 
So, we have a new regime!  Our aim is to enhance 
the churchyard as a rich habitat for biodiversity by 
active management.  This will be achieved by: 
 
• Allowing natural growth during the spring 

and summer. 
• Close cutting of the entire area after seeding 

has taken place in the autumn. This will 
gradually denude the grass growth allowing 
wildflowers to become established. 

 
We are maintaining mowed paths to the areas of 
actively visited graves. (please note: the 
maintenance of individual graves is the legal 
responsibility of the relatives of those interred 
therein) 
 In actual fact we have wound the clock back 
to the 1950’s when Bill Enticott used to scythe the 
churchyard in September and make hay with the 
grass! 

Charles Doble, Churchwarden 

Contact The Parish News on: 

ashparishnews@gmail.com 

Village Oil Group 

To place your order please email 
judy.milne@btopenworld.com or contact  

Judy or Michael Milne on 01823 672205.  

Orders by the Sunday evening, before the next 
delivery day please, which will be  

Wednesday 13th October 
New members always welcome 

http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk
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Stawley Village Shop & Tea Room 

 

Phone us on 01823 674361  or email 

shop@stawleyshop.com 

 

 

Find us at Appley Cross, next door to 

Stawley Primary School 

We are pleased to announce the Tea 
Room has reopened!   

Come and try a breakfast or coffee/tea 
and cake! 

 

We are Open:  

Monday to Friday 8 am to 5.30 pm 

Saturdays 8 am to 2 pm 

Sundays 9 am to 11 am 

Post Office services available every 
Thursday 11.30 am to 1.30 pm 
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September quiz 
 

1 Who succeeded Nick Robinson, to become the 
first woman political editor for BBC news? 

2 What is the one letter that does not appear in any 
US state name? 

3 Mycology is the branch of biology concerned 
with the study of what? 

4 There were four new sports in this years Tokyo 
Olympics: karate, sport climbing, skateboarding 
and which other? 

5 What was Pixar’s first feature length movie, 
released in 1995? 

6 Which England footballer recently completed a 
transfer from Aston Villa to Manchester City for a 
reported record breaking £100 million pounds? 

7 In a 19th century Coach House, what service 
would an ostler provide? 

8 Which is the world’s third largest ocean? 

9 Anthony Gormley is famous for designing which 
famous sculpture located in the Borough of 
Gateshead in North East England? 

10 There are two words in the English language 
containing all five vowels in order.  One is 
‘abstemious’ , what is the other beginning with ‘f’ ? 

11 Trent Bridge is the home ground for which first 
class county cricket club? 

12 Which famous liqueur is flavoured with cream, 
cocoa and whiskey? 

13 The statue of Lady Justice atop the Old Bailey, 
holds what two items in her outstretched hands? 

14 Which Southeast Asian country was formerly 
known as Siam? 

15 What is the result of crossing a blackberry and a 
red raspberry? 

16 In French cooking, what does ‘en Croute’ mean? 

17 The leaf of which tree features on the Canadian 
flag? 

18 The letters of the word ‘allergy’ can be 
rearranged to form three other seven-letter words. 
What are they? 

19 Rio de Janeiro is a city in which South American 
country? 

20 Standing at 309.6 metres (1016ft) and 72 stories 
high, which is the UK’s tallest building, formerly 
referred to as London Bridge Tower? 

21 A hoglet is the young of which animal, formerly 
(pre 1990s) referred to as pups, urchins, kits or 
piglets? 

22 Who will replace Olivia Coleman in the role of 
Queen Elizabeth the second, in the next chapter of 
‘The Crown’? 

23 Which island group includes Ibiza, Menorca and 
Majorca? 

24 In what year did Chesley Sullenberger ditch an 
Airbus A320 into the Hudson River in which all 
155 people aboard survived? 

25 ‘end of mining’ is an anagram of which 2003 
Pixar film? 

With thanks to Alan Rose.  

Answers on back page 

 

 

Tea and Cakes at 

Stawley Mill 

 

Tea, coffee and cakes will be served  

from 11.00am  -  5.00pm 

 

Each day during the 10 Parishes Festival  

from 11th -  19th September 

Rainfall Figures for July (inches) 
 

     2017    2018    2019    2020    2021  

     4.30      1.83      2.41     1.68    3.66 

  
Val Coots 

Fluetopia 

CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICES 

 

Paul Cronin 

Mob: 07980 743192 

Open Fires/ Woodburning Stoves/ AGAs 

and RayburnsRain/Bird guards fitted 

www.fluetopia.co.uk 
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Exhibition of paintings and prints by Annie Musgrove 

“Close to Home” 

A selection of recent work will be exhibited 

 10 Parishes Festival  

 11-19th September in the Community 

 Centre in Wiveliscombe  

 Venue 20  

 Open 10 - 5.00 pm weekdays  

 & 9 - 5.00 pm weekends  

 amusgrove@cantab.net                                 

  www.anniemusgrove.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Ashbrittle Arts – Everyday Magic  

 
Writing with Avril Silk 
A chance to reflect on, discuss and write about the extraordinary events 
that we experience every day yet take for granted.  
 
Event Contact 
Email: avrilsilk@aol.com   Phone: 01823 672131  
 
Booking Information 
Workshop Cost: £15 per person  
Please book by email or phone. (See event contact above) 
For those who cannot make the Saturday class, there will be a shortened Zoom session (£8) on 
Thursday, September 16th between 7 and 9.30pm. Booking details from Avril as above 
 
Venue 
Engine House, Ashbrittle, Wellington, Somerset, TA21 0LF 
 

Workshop Details 
10:30 -16:30 Saturday 18th September 
For age 18+ years. If we cannot meet in person on the Saturday, we will Zoom. 
Refreshments: Drinks and nibbles provided – please bring your own packed lunch. 

mailto:avrilsilk@aol.com
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Lunch Club Changes  Regulars may notice a 
few changes, but although Liz Taylor was want-
ing to 'step down', we have persuaded her to re-
main our 'front of house', so the welcome will be 
the same as ever. 
 Liz has run the Lunch Club from the very 
beginning, which was probably at least 10 years 
ago. I hope we now have at least seven people 
willing to pitch in and cover all the 'back stage' 

jobs she did herself for many years. If you would 
like to join in as a helper, as well as a participant, 
then please let me know.  Always good to have a 
team and if you are new to the area, a great way 
to get to know people. 
 Thank you, and thank you again Liz.  We 
will try to live up to your exacting standards! 
 

Delia Harling 
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BOOT ENTRY FEE £5.00 
TABLE HIRE £3.00 

 
(book before, txt 07890261387) 

 
 

REFRESHMENTS 
IN AID OF A.S.C.C.C. 

 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 
APPLEY PAVILION 

10AM-3PM 
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Home & Garden Services 

 

Shorneys, Greenham, Wellington. TA21 0JW 

 indianamaish@hotmail.com   01823 672003     

Covid-19-still open for business & 

following Social Distancing Measures 

Home: Cleaning, Ironing, having a ‘sort out’, 

Food Prep 

Garden:  Maintenance, Allotment, Clearance 

Support Work:  Enabling people with 

disabilities 

Handy man Services 

 

 DBS, Food Hygiene, References Available 

Emma 

 or Brian 
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Wivey Link 
Going Places..... 

Wivey Link will continue to provide a 

service for essential medical and dental 

appointments during the current  

emergency. 

• Door to door service operating from Wiveliscombe  

• We cover all surrounding Parishes, Taunton and Wellington.  

• Wheelchair friendly cars. 

• Fares are very reasonable and bus pass holders get a concessionary rate. 

For more information on using Wivey Link  telephone   01984 624666  

Lines open: Mon - Fri 9.00a.m. till 5p.m.    Sat 10a.m till 12.30p.m   

Answerphone out of hours 

Wivey Link a division of the  Wiveliscombe Area Partnership          Charity No. 1132983 

  
PHILLIP HUMMEL PLUMBING & HEATING 

 
All domestic plumbing work undertaken. 

Oil Boiler service and installation. 
Oil Aga / Rayburn Service. 

Oil tank service and installation. 
Bathroom design and installation. 

Bathroom and Kitchen Tiling. 
Underfloor heating installation. 

Unvented hot water cylinder installation. 
 

Insured and registered oil heating engineer with Oftec. 
 

Clean, tidy and polite,   references if required are available. 
 

For more information please contact  
Phillip Hummel 

 
Home Telephone number. 01823 652782 

Mobile telephone number. 07813161470 
Email philliphummelplumbing@gmail.com 
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 H Tredwin & Son Ltd 

Independent Funeral Directors 

15 & 17 North Street, Wellington 

 

Providing a proficient, personal and caring  

service at all times. 

Fifth generation independent family business 

Private chapels of rest                          Pre-paid funeral plans 

www.htredwinandson.co.uk 

Contact Nick or Louise Tredwin:    Telephone: 01823 672287 

       Mob: 07702 726264 
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Home Aerials 

Tel: 01984 623232 

homeaerials@gmail.com 

All Types of Aerials & Satellite 

Digital Upgrade Specialists 

Digital Boxes Supplied and Fitted 

Wiveliscombe & Surrounding Areas 

Local, Reliable, Experienced Engineer 

Contractors for Local Authorities  

and Housing Associations 

A Family Run Business  

for over 39 yearsPlease contact  Lulu or 

Martin Milton 
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Cleaning and Home Help 

One off or regular jobs 

General cleaning 

 

My cleaning products or yours 

End of tenancy cleaning 

Help with shopping 

Dog walking 

And much more 

 

 

 

 

 

References  

available 

Call Sarah on  

07772 761677 

 

MOBILE DOG GROOMING 

 

THE SOGGY DOGGY  

(EXE-VALLEY) 

 

The Grooming Station That Comes  

To Your Location  

 

Call Rachael on 07772272923 

Find us on Facebook 

thesoggydoggy89@yahoo.com 
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Kim White D.O. 
 

Registered Osteopath 

 

Freathingcott Farm, Holcombe Rogus, Wellington TA21 

0NG 

For appointments please contact the practice on: 

 

01823 672925 

 

 
   REPAIR, FIX & RE-USE  

 
Before you throw it away, can you give it another chance? 

 
 

*Hand and garden tools     *Garden furniture 
*Wheelbarrows    *Small machinery    *Woodwork 

*Metalwork and light fabrication     *Latches & Catches       
*Fabric repair & stitching *Tables, chairs & cupboards 
    *Handles    *Doors   *Gates  *Brackets   *Shelves 

 

Before that trip to the tip…. 
                               see if it can be mended         

call Steve on 672102 or 07812 054 641  

No fix, no charge 
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RACHEL GUNDRY 

LETTER CARVING IN STONE 

Headstones     Commemorative 

Poetry for the Garden      House signs 

Sundials     Foundation 

stones 

Carving in situ 

Restoration/recarving 

Design & Illustration 

Visit local studio to see 
stone samples and dis-

cuss any enquiry  

TEACHING / WORK-

SHOPS AVAILABLE 

rachelgundry@hotmail.co.uk 

tel: 01984 624 897 

mobile:  07914 822 944 (weekdays) 

 

  Wanted  

 

 

 

 

Standing hardwood: Oak, Ash, 

Beech etc 

TOP PRICES PAID 

 

Call Carl Westcott 07973564759 
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Installation of Fencing, Gates  

and Sheds 

  

Hard Landscaping 

Fencing Repairs 

  

Boundary Fencing  

Decking 

Please contact Chris 

www.cannonfencing.com 

cannonfencing@outlook.com 

07434 640004 

 

 

GB BUILDING 

& 

MAINTENANCE 

Listed Building Specialist 

*Lime Plastering 

Internal/External 

*Cob Repairs 

*Lathe and Plaster 

*Stonework 

*Cut Roof, Green Oak etc. 

 

Contact Gary Broom 

Telephone   01823 283212 

or Mobile   07776032289 
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Want to improve your social life 

then join 

West Somerset and East Devon  

Country Link 

An informal group run  by the members 

Events include meals out, BBQs, country 

walks, music & dancing. 

For information and a  

free programme contact: 

 Di ~ 01823 672666 or 

Colin ~ 07849 757985 

The social link 

for the  

countryside 

 

KRT HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

Quality Painting and Decorating 

for all your decorating needs, free estimates, 

over 40 years experience 

Please call 01823 674143 or 07429900469 

  

 Experienced Gardener 

Garden maintenance, pruning, 
clearing and cutting back, plant-

ing, planting plans.  

Also mole catching.  

Call Jen – 07837 983601 
email - Jen.Sim@btinternet.com 

mailto:Sim@btinternet.com
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Kittisford Barton, Wellington, Somerset,  

TA21 0RZ 

www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk 

01823 672736 

Luxury award winning self-catering property ac-

commodating up to 14 adults and 2 children in 6 

comfortable bedrooms. Fabulous indoor swim-

ming pool, hot tub and sauna.  

Available throughout the year for weekends, 

weeks or mid week breaks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naturally grown seasonal  

vegetable boxes -  

delivered weekly to your door. 

 

Alex and Ruth 

07854680335 or 01823 672055 

steepholding.wordpress.com 

Holcombe Rogus, TA21 0JY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Rob Hill 
07845 756822  

 
wiveliscombe.joinery@outlook.com 

http://www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk
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The Caretaker 

Home and Animal Sitter 

 Dog walking.  Looking after all your  

animals when you go away.  I am insured 

References available 

Please call me on 07926 174332      

GREEN & CARTER 

Water Engineers – Established 1774 

Manufacturers of water powered hydraulic RAM pumps 

General water engineers Bore holes,  

Water filtration and purification 

Manufacturers of UV water purifiers  and chlorination plant 

Telephone:  01823 672365 (24 hrs) 

Fax:  01823 672950    Mobile:  0374 108884 .   greenandcarter.com 

 

Janet Morris 

Freelance Hairdresser 

Gents, Ladies and Children 

For appointment or consultation please call: 

01823 660191 or 07768648244 

Willowbrook Nursery  

and Garden Centre 

Your local family-run Garden Centre  Well stocked garden shop   

Café and Tea room          Bow Aquatic Centre   

                Pet and Bird Supplies      ‘Winesolution’ Wine shop  

Sheds              B & M Camping 

Situated on the A38 between Taunton and Wellington 

Telephone: 01823 461324  *Open 7 days a week 

www.willowbrooknurseryandgardencentre.co.uk  

Painter and Decorator 

Professional lady decorator 

Courteous, neat and tidy 

     All jobs considered 

Free estimates 

    Call Teri on 07866 126877 or 01823 680402 

PETER COOPER 

07960 589734 

CARPENTRY / JOINERY 

HARDWOOD FLOORING / FURNITURE 

FENCING / DECKING  

 

 

MANUFACTURER & STOCKIST OF 

BEE-KEEPING EQUIPMENT 

Hives and Frames 

Haddeo, Bathealton, Taunton TA4 2AG 

Tel: 01984 623851 

DAVID PEARCE           
For local cards, prints and paintings 

www.anniemusgrove.co.uk 

Meadow Farm, Greenham 

Advertise Here 

Our  rates are:  

£1.40 per month for a small box,  

£3.00 for a quarter page,  

£6.00 for a half page and 

 £12.00 for a whole page. 

Further details on page 31 
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Craftsmen you can rely on, 

Quality you can trust... 

In Lime Rendering, 

Lime Plastering & Building Restoration” 

 

Local Information 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Contact Numbers 
Greenham & Tracebridge  Caro Ayre             01823 672603 
Appley                               Rachel Chesterton   01823 673063 
Ashbrittle                           Charles Doble          01823 672365 
Stawley                              Pat Sweet            01823 672380 
Wellisford                         William Thomas 01823 673143 
Bathealton & Poleshill      Terry McNicholas    01984 624428 
Outer Bathealton               Carol Weir                01984 623565 
Springrove                         Doreen Orton  01823 400731 

 

Police-non-emergency number    101 
 

Police Beat Team 
 

PC Joanne Jeffery 2378   Tel:07889 657943 
 Joanne.jeffery@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
PCSO  Louise Fyne 6945   Tel:07889 659476 
       Louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
 

Parish Councils 
 
Ashbrittle  Chairman  Charles Doble 01823 672365 / 672618 
        Email  charles.doble@ukgateway.net 
Bathealton Chairman   Charles Eustice 01823 401248 
Stawley      Chairman   Paul Musgrove 01823 672627 
       email: stawleypc@yahoo.co.uk        www.stash.org.uk 

 

Community Halls 
 

Appley Pavilion and Recreation Field 
 – to book, ring Suzette Williams on 01823 672266 or  
          email: williamspfa@outlook.com 
 
Ashbrittle Village Hall 
 – to book, ring Pat Gainey on 01823  672760 
 
Bathealton Village Hall  
 – to book, ring Tilly Willis on 01984  624459 
 

Local Groups 
 
Stawley under Fives at the Appley Pavilion.   
Becky Allder Pre-schools Manager  
Swallows, Sampford Arundel  01823 672342 Mon/Tues 
Stawley Under Fives  07753 552736 Weds/Thurs/Fri  
 
Rural Community Initiative (RCI) is a local charity set 
up in 1999 to support the way of life of the people of this 
rural community. For further information please contact 
the chair of the committee; Mike Parkin-
son  m_f.parkinson@btinternet.com 

PARISH NEWS DETAILS 
 

The Editors and the next issue deadline date are on the back cover.  Please send items for publication to the Editors in good 

time to ensure publication.  There is only a short time between the deadline and the printing of the Parish News and late items may 

not be included.  We are pleased to receive items in any form (typed, in long hand, or by email).  Naturally, we prefer items by 

email ashparishnews@gmail.com when they should be in Microsoft 'Word' format, as this saves a great deal of typing!     

Advertising Our  rates are £1.40 per month for a small box, £3.00 for a quarter page, £6.00 for a half page and £12.00 for a whole 

page.  Advertising for community events, charity and church fundraising events in our area are normally carried free of charge.  

Occasional one-off adverts from residents in our area seeking to sell or buy an article or seeking to acquire or offer a service are 

also carried free of charge.  In all cases the style, layout and size allocated to an advert is at the discretion of the Editors.  
 

Editors: Maurice Stanbury 01823 672216 and Julia Swan 01823 672102     e-mail address: ashparishnews@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Andrew Millard . Barton Barn, Kittisford, Wellington TA21 0RZ         Bank details:  Account Name: The Parish News,  

Sort Code: 30-98-45.  Ac no. 01828373           Cover Design - Church illustrations derived from originals by the late Diana Willis.           

Distribution: David Sweet 01823 672380                                                                        Printed by Sharper Print  Tel 07906 52190                         

Editorial Policy 
Please note that the views expressed in this 
magazine are the responsibility of the 
individual author(s) and are not necessarily the 
views held by the editors of the Parish News. 

Defibrillators and The Village 
Emergency Telephone System 

(VETS) 
 
     ASHBRITTLE & STAWLEY:  

    01823 244104 
BATHEALTON: 01984 322919 
KITTISFORD, TRACEBRIDGE & 
APPLEY:    01823 245101 

 
The VETS numbers are available should you 
need assistance in an emergency or help to 
access a defibrillator.  Remember, in the 
event of a possible cardiac arrest in your 

household: ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST IN 
AN EMERGENCY AND,  IF A CHANCE 

ARISES THEN DIAL THE VETS NUMBER, 
SPECIFYING THAT YOU NEED A 
DEFIBRILLATOR RATHER THAN 

GENERAL HELP 

 
There are four local defibrillators which are 
easy to use and available to anyone. They are 
permanently located at these places and can 
be found using the //What3words codes 
below. 
Ashbrittle Village Hall, on outside wall  
   blurts.flats.crouching 
Bathealton Village Hall, on outside wall 
   relatives.widgets.rolled 
Kittisford New House Farm, on wall, 
opposite church  bonkers.regime.lyricist 
Stawley Shop, on outside wall 
   messaging.servers.quaking 

These are all accessible 24 hours a day and 
no access codes are required. 
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   Next Deadline Date:     Friday 17th September 

Editors: Julia and Maurice 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

September 

5th 
 

2.30 - 5.00pm 

 

Stawley Flower Show 

7th and 21st 2.30pm Spinning and Woolcraft Group 

8th 2.00 - 4.00pm Ashbrittle Art Group in the Village Hall 

11th 10.00 - 3.00pm Car Boot Sale, Appley Pavilion. 

11th - 19th 11.00 - 5.00pm 

 

Exhibition at Stawley Mill  

11th - 3rd Oct. 11.00 - 5.00pm 

Closed on Mondays 

Open Studio at Bicknell’s, Bathealton 

12th 2.00 - 5.00pm Open Day at Spicelands 

18th 10.30 - 4.30pm Writing Workshop with Avril Silk 

18th 2.00 - 5.00pm Stawley School Festival at the Appley Pavilion 

26th 2.00pm Bathealton Parish Walk  

30th 12 noon Lunch Club, Ashbrittle Village Hall 

October 

3rd 
 

11 am - 3.00 pm 

 

Apple Day at Appley Pavilion  

 September quiz  
       answers 
 

1 Laura Keunsberg 

2 Q 

3 Fungi 

4 Surfing 

5 Toy Story 

6 Jack Grealish 

7 Looking after the horses 

8 Indian Ocean  

9 Angel of the North 

10 Facetious  

11 Nottinghamshire  

12 Baileys Irish Cream 

13 A sword and the scales of justice 

14 Thailand 

15 Tayberry 

16 In pastry 

17 Maple 

18 Gallery, largely and regally 

19 Brazil 

20 The Shard 

21 Hedgehogs 

22 Imelda Staunton  

23 The Balearics 

24 Jan 15, 2009 

25 Finding Nemo  


