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Church Services 
 

Although about half of the Church of England churches in England remain closed for Public 
Worship, we are attempting to keep open those in the Ashbrittle group. This has meant a modification 
to our customary pattern; we now only have one service on a Sunday morning at 9.30 a.m. which is a 
Holy Communion. 

All are welcome to join us in public worship, but we quite understand that many people feel 
particularly vulnerable in these uncertain times and sensibly remain at home. 

This month, the service on the 4th Sunday is at Greenham rather than Bathealton, as work is being 
carried out on the interior of the church (a leaking roof) and we are anticipating scaffolding being in 
place. 

 

Sunday January 31st                       Third Sunday before Lent 

Parish Communion                  9.30 a.m.                                            Greenham 

 

Sunday February 7th                      Second Sunday before Lent 

Parish Communion                     9.30 a.m.                                             Stawley 

 

Sunday February 14th                    Sunday before Lent 

Parish Communion           9.30 a.m.                                             Ashbrittle 

 

Wednesday February 17th             Ash Wednesday 

Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes     6.00 p.m.               Kittisford 

 

Sunday February 21st                     Lent 1 

Parish Communion            9.30 a.m.                                             Kittisford 

 

Sunday February 28th                     Lent 2 

Parish Communion                  9.30 a.m.                                             Greenham 

 

If you are unable to be with us on Ash Wednesday at 6.00 p.m., please do remember us in your prayers 
at that time. I am sure that there will also be a number of services and resources available online or 
through a broadcast. 

Churchwardens and Clergy 

Ashbrittle with Greenham 

   Charles Doble, The Old Rectory, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LQ   01823 672365 

   David Hanks, Manley House, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LE    01823 672436 

Bathealton  Pauline and Andrew Lyle,  

   Road Hill House, Bathealton, TA4 2AW       01984 629013 

Kittisford  Annie Musgrove, Meadow Farm, Greenham , TA21 0JW   01823 672627 

Stawley  Penny Hare,  Stawley Mill, Wellington, TA21 0HT    01823 672183 

   Graham Henson, Court Place Farm, Stawley, TA21 0HP   01823 672496 

Associate Priest   Revd Martin Beaumont, Hilltop, Milverton TA4 1JR         01823 400127 

Lay Minister   Elaine McNicholas, School House, Bathealton, TA4 2AN  01984 624428 

Team Rector   Revd Tim Treanor,  Wellington       01823 662248 

Missioner and Team Vicar  Revd Selina Garner,  Email: selina@thegarners.me.uk   01823 662227 

mailto:selina@thegarners.me.uk
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Thought for the Month 
 

The journey of the Magi 

A cold coming we had of it, 
For the journey and such a long journey; 
The ways deep and the weather sharp, 
The very dead of winter.         

  T.S.Eliot 

 

I have a clear remembrance of a number of 
similar conversations that took place in the spring 
of last year when the coronavirus first struck. 

In each, the sentiment was expressed, "It's a good 
job we have all been shutdown in April, May and 
June. Just think how awful it would be in the 
winter". 

The winter has returned, as winters do, but so has 
the virus and we find ourselves living with 
restrictions only a little easier than the first. 

For many of us, the current situation will seem 
cold and dark. Like those Magi, travelling to visit 
the infant Christ, we will have found ourselves on 
a long journey, "the ways deep and the weather 
sharp". But, as with the Magi, we know that our 
journey has a destination. We are travelling 
towards a better and a wiser future. Each of us has 
something to which we can look forward. 

As I write, many of our older neighbours and 
family members will have had their first 
vaccination. By the summer, it is to be hoped that 
all will receive the protection it offers. 

In the meantime, we continue our journey. 
However cold and deep and sharp the present may 
seem, we are encouraged by our hope and our 
faith. We move forward. 

Although Christmas 2020 was most unusual, 
there was much good cheer and a proper sense of 
celebration. We sang rain - assisted carols outside 
at Stawley Mill  but were sustained by Penny's 
mulled wine. We were joined by children in 
Greenham churchyard for carols with the angels 
they had made and enjoyed Charles and Susan's 
refreshments. Thank you to them for their 
hospitality and encouragement and to all those 
who came along to join us for services. 

Thank you also to those who decorated the 
churches for Christmas.  

2021 sees an early Easter; April 4th. If you ever 
require help in falling asleep, I can explain why 
the date of Easter changes! 

We have no idea what we will be able to do in 
terms of worship but we are currently planning 
resources for Lent. These will be available on line 
or on paper and are designed for those who would 
like to participate alone or with others, via the 
dreaded "Zoom". 

As Lent begins on Wednesday, February the 

17th, this particular step on our journey will soon 
be upon us. There will also be a Eucharist on Ash 
Wednesday to which all are welcome. 

Finally, one of the characteristics of many 
journeys is that in travelling, we place ourselves 
into the hands of others. We are literally 
"transported", by whatever mode of travel we have 
chosen. Often therefore, the journey involves 
trusting others and allowing them to take charge. 
All that is required of us is not our activity but our 
stillness. 

Suffer us not to mock ourselves with falsehood 
Teach us to care and not to care 
Teach us to sit still 
Even among the rocks. 

  Our peace is His will.  
T.S.Eliot Extract from Ash Wednesday 

  

With my best wishes, 

Martin Beaumont 

The Angel Trail 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped with our 
Angels of Hope project!  

Greenham and Stawley Churchyards were filled 
with angels made by the school as well as our 
angels with a QR code to share God’s message of 
Hope and the great news that Jesus has been born. 
Thanks to Annie Musgrove for organising the 
amazing angel making craft event in Greenham. 
They were part of an angel trail in churchyards in 
and around Wellington. 

Thanks to everyone who knitted, packed, prayed 
and gave; enabling 650 Angel of Hope bags to be 
shared in all our nursing and residential care 
homes,  with people getting a Christmas lunch this 
year and people looked after by Bluebird care. 
Angel of Hope Awards were also given to some of 
our local everyday angels and over 150 certificates 
were awarded to people living out the teachings of 
Jesus in Wellington and the surrounding villages. 

Knitted or sewn multicoloured angels and 
flowers of all shapes and colours are now needed 
for our Easter trails and gifts. 

If you would like to talk to someone about 
joining in with our Easter Mission plans; 
organising an Easter egg hunt or if you can help 
fill an angel obelisk with flowers or symbols of 
new life involving angels of joy in your village or 
community, please contact Rev. Richard Kelley, 

richard.kelley@bathwells.anglican.org or  
07970 346544  

Or selina@thegarners.me.uk or  01823 662227 

Rev. Selina Garner 

mailto:richard.kelley@bathwells.anglican.org
mailto:selina@thegarners.me.uk
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Peggy Wotton MBE 
 

(1932 - 2020) 
 

Memories in the words of her brother Gilbert. 

 

Born at the Globe Inn at Appley in June 1932, 
Peggy was one of six children, all of whom were 
born in the same bedroom and delivered by the 
same nurse and doctor.  She had two sisters, Mary 
and Jean and three brothers Gilbert, John and Tim.  
Our Mum and Dad, Bertha and Daniel Enticott, 
worked so hard to give us all a good start in life. 

From an early age Peggy was good at most 
things, she could play the piano by ear, she loved 
tennis, hockey and drama.  She was very clever at 
school and could have gone on to greater things 
having attained her matriculation certificate (that is 
equivalent to University entrance), but Peggy did 
not want to leave her home and family so instead 
she took a job as a dentist’s receptionist. She 
bought herself a Raleigh Superb bicycle which she 
used for the next ten years to cycle to and from 
work in Wellington. 

Her life and work in the community started at a 
very young age and was probably a sign of what 
was to follow. 

As a young teenage girl in 1945 Peggy earned the 
role of Homecoming Princess and amid big 
celebrations at Appley Croft field, was tasked with 
handing out envelopes with money to the returning 
service men to help them after the war.  Peggy 
handed two envelopes to Mrs Pritchard of Lower 
Brimley Farm whose sons did not return.  What a 
thing for a young girl to do. 

It was at the local youth club where Peggy met 
her husband to be, Bill. 

Peggy, Bill, Bill’s brother Edward and Fred 
Scadding formed a band, ’The Appley Four Mile 
Band’, aptly named as that was the farthest they 
travelled to perform.  They played at harvest 
suppers, festive occasions for friends and family 
and of course at home at the pub.  If you could hum 
the tune, Peggy could play it on the piano and in no 
time at all, the band would follow. 

Peggy and Bill were soon married, and their son 
Nick was born. From then Peggy became a devoted 
mother as it was soon clear that Nick would not 
enjoy good health, but they tried not to let this get 
in their way. As a family they enjoyed life, sharing 
interests and all becoming involved in the 
community in different ways, while running the 
Post Office from their home. 

Peggy’s involvement broadened into the Parish, 
the Church and the School and it was her will to 
succeed that saved the school from closure.   

On December 31st 2005 Peggy was awarded the 
MBE for services to the rural community.  How 

proud we all were of her achievement and it was an 
honour for us to be able to say that our sister had 
an MBE. 

Peggy spent the last years of her life without Bill 
or Nick who have both passed away, but with good 
neighbours, friends and family she was still very 
much in touch with all the things that mattered to 
her. 

Thanks to all of you who kept in touch.  Special 
thanks to Tim’s family for the invaluable visits and 
of course a big thank you to John and Kathy and to 
Rachel and Ian for everything they did for Peggy. 

God Bless you. 

We hope you will dream of us as we will dream 
of you. 

Gilbert Enticott 

 
Peggy and Stawley School 

 

I have known Peggy since 1974. She ran the Shop 
and Post Office at Greenham with her husband Bill 
(who delivered the groceries to the surrounding 
villages, serviced lawn mowers and garden 
machinery and drove the school bus among other 
things). They were the centre of the community 
and knew everything about everybody, including, it 
seemed, every child’s birthday.  She greatly missed 
Bill when he passed away. She was awarded her 
MBE for services to the community but always 
maintained that it should have been jointly awarded 
to Bill as well. 

She attended Stawley School and never lost 
interest in the School and continued to support it as 
an active Governor until her sad demise (she was 
recently made an Honorary Governor). 

We often recalled our campaign against school 
closure, going over old times and I thought you 
might like to hear of the first campaign. 

This is a photograph of the action committee 
outside the Department of Education.  

From left to right to left they are: me, Bill and 
Peggy Wotton; Di Willis, Chair of the Governors,  
(formerly of Greenham Barton); Sir Edward du 
Cann, a keen constituency MP and very much 
opposed to school closure, (formerly of Cothay 
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Manor);  and Reg Herbert, from Kingsmead. 

In the early eighties Somerset County Council 
announced without warning that the original 
School buildings were ‘structurally unsound’ and  
‘unreparable’, much to the dismay of the people of 
Stawley. Thus a temporary classroom block was to 
be erected in the playground and the old school 
buildings would be sold. (Interestingly the old 
school buildings are now two highly desirable 
residences showing no sign of structural 
deficiencies!) It subsequently became apparent that 
the SCC wanted the pupils to attend a new school 
to be built in Milverton. Strong representations 
were made to SCC to no avail and an action 
committee was formed to fight the closure. 

An approach was made to Edward du Cann for 
assistance and he was very helpful and arranged 
for a group to see Baroness Young in the Houses 
of Parliament. 

Funds were raised by the community and a car 
was hired (a Ford Granada no less) to travel to 
London. The Baroness listened carefully to the 
submission and was given a written document 
giving the case against closure (this was enormous, 
almost entirely filling an A4 lever arch file and 
contained statistics, maps, photos, projected 
populations and more). 

Then  Sir Edward gave us lunch in the House of 
Commons and gave us a guided tour of the House 
including his offices, which had a balcony over the 
Thames. Afterwards he lent us his chauffeur-
driven Rolls Royce to view the Christmas lights in 
Regent Street. What a day! 

A couple of weeks after our return from London 
we heard that the proposed closure was refused as 
the SCC had not provided the required number of 
Notices around the Parish (a technicality but 
scuppered  by Bertha (Peggy’s mother) but that’s 
another story). 

However, jubilations were short lived as the SCC 
immediately launched another closure procedure – 
this time with the correct number of notices (but 
again…..that’s another story ). 

I hope you will find this of interest and is a small 
reminder of Peggy’s dedication to the community 
and in particular, the School. 

John Hannon 

 

The Wottons at home 
 

For 18 years we have been neighbours to Bill, 
Nick and Peggy.  

When we arrived we lived next to the village 
shop and post office, the  milk delivery was down 
by the garages and people came up and down the 
steps in front of the house. We became used to Bill 
leaning on our garden fence looking out over 
Greenham, Nick fixing his car, and the general 

comings and goings of the Wotton household.   

After Bill and then Nick’s death we were more 
frequent visitors to each other’s houses. 

So many conversations over a cup of coffee or a 
glass of sherry about the state of the world, 
Peggy’s gradual acceptance that new people were 
moving in to the area, her hope that these 
newcomers would know that the Stawley Primary 
School was still open due to her Mother’s pressure 
to prevent closure. Her interest in the Globe, her 
childhood family home. She cared enormously for 
the wellbeing of the Parish with all her decades of 
memories - events, people, family - and she never 
lost her ability to fight for what she wanted. 

In later years our grandchildren have all included 
Peggy in their lives. She was a feature of their stay 
in Somerset. Not least because she was a source of 
chocolates!  

An abiding memory is of Peggy and her pink hoe 
used as a walking stick as she took her exercise 
“five times up and down the driveway” – always 
pleased if she met someone at the top to have a 
chat with, doing bits of gardening as she went up 
and down.  As she became less physically able and 
spent most of her day sitting in her porch, she liked 
the gate between our houses to be open so she 
could see our comings and goings and any   
grandchildren could freely visit her. 

We miss her presence. Her house seems a little 
lost without her. 

Rachel Oliver and Ian Williams 
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Open all hours 
 

A Social Stalwart 
 

Peggy Wotton MBE, together with her  husband 
Bill, served our community for many years in 
many ways: the Post Office and local shop, as a 
school governor and parish councillor, on 
different committees like the SCA, church 
member and PCC member and lots more. 

    
Peggy 

 

I find her, seated in her conservatory,  
a smile that welcomes with luminosity:  
I sit, we chat – in her eyes there’s something 
 merry: 
she wonders – maybe I would partake of sherry?  
Agreed, she slowly departs where once were 
 sought,  
in room next door, many stamps and sweets, then  
 bought,  
along with groceries, fruit, Post Office stock:  
while sherry sipped, into memories we lock –  
when she, with Bill, down the path to Greenham 
 Church  
would go, with faith in their Lord to lead their 
 search  
for daily strength to fulfil each social task  
which each committee, or council,  
 deemed to ask –  
her warmth, her wisdom, or detailed meeting 
 minutes,  
all part of Peggy’s care service without limits! 

 
Post-Mistress 

“How many stamps would you like to have? 

They come as singles or in a book  

of six or twelve – would you like to look?”  

Her eyes they twinkle, her lips they laugh. 

“And postal order for twenty pound, 

a birthday card and its envelope,  

you seem quite busy, yet live in hope  

for all your letters each stateside bound?”  

She weighs a parcel, and grits her teeth: 

“It’s quite expensive – in fact, a lot:  

but you are smiling, and won’t say not!” 

and puts the box in a bag beneath  

the polished counter, whence she can see  

green restful fields, plus some cake and tea! 

 

Thank you, Peggy! 

     Martin at the Shop 

 
Quaker Meeting for  

Worship 
Spiceland Quaker Meeting  

Uffculme  
‘It is what it is’…...these words are the title of 
one of the most read and loved poems in 
modern German literature:  
 
‘Was es ist’ [What it is], by Erich Fried.  

It is nonsense says reason 

It is what it is says love 

It is calamity says calculation 

It is nothing but pain says fear 

It is hopeless says insight 

It is what it is says love 

It is ludicrous says pride 

It is foolish says caution 

It is impossible says experience 

It is what it is says love. 

Sadly – due to the current situation with 
Covid 19 the Meeting House is closed  - 
We would however be delighted to hear 

from anyone who would like to join a 
Zoom Meeting for Worship. 

For more information phone Ali Dominy 
07810768557 or use the “contact us” form 
on our website: http://
www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/         
or email spicelandnotices@btinternet.com 

 
The Religious Society of Friends 

(Quakers)  https://www.quaker.org.uk/ 

Rainfall Figures 

(inches) 

November  

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
5.61 2.71 6.45 7.10 2.80 

 
December  

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
2.03 6.36 7.25 7.56 6.28 

 
Totals 2016 – 2020 

 
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
37.53 39.95 47.35 50.70 45.44 

Val Coots 

Don’t forget our contact address is: 

ashparishnews@gmail.com 

http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/
http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/
mailto:spicelandnotices@btinternet.com
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Stawley Village Shop  

& Tea Room 
 

 

Your local Community Shop for bread, milk,    
newspapers, groceries, wine, beer, local produce, 

pasties, pies and lots more!   

 

Unfortunately, current restrictions mean we cannot 
offer the Tearoom service, but hot baps,  

panini and toasties are available to take away. 

Please be aware that if any of our shop workers test positive for 
COVID-19 the shop would close immediately, without notice, for a 

14 day period. 
 

Come and support your local shop during these difficult 
times – we have increased our range and amount of 

stock to help you!  Deliveries available by arrangement. 

We are Open:    Monday to Friday 8 am to 5.30 pm 

        Saturdays 8 am to 2 pm 

       Sundays 9 am to 11 am 

Post Office     Thursdays 11.30 am to 1.30 pm 

Phone us on 01823 674361 or 672473 email 
shop@stawleyshop.com 
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Country matters 
 

Topsy Turvy World 
If the butterfly courted the bee, 

And the owl the porcupine; 
If churches were built in the sea, 
And three times one was nine; 

If a pony rode his master, 
If buttercups ate the cows, 

If the cat had the dire disaster 
To be worried, sir, by the mouse; 

If Mamma, sir, sold the baby 
To a gypsy for half a crown; 

If a gentleman, sir, was a lady  
The world would be Upside – Down! 

   William Brighty Rands  
Late November:  Settling down for winter, 

insect species go into diapause, a state of 
dormancy.  But the winter gnats stay alert.  
On late winter afternoons, male winter gnats 
swarm together in sheltered nooks such as 
hedges and woodland edges.  They aim to 
attract females by swaying and shimmering 
together.  These pulsating swarms seem to 
fizz in the low sunlight.  Even on frosty days 
they dance and are a vital source of food for 
birds. 

The puss moth, however, spends the winter 
disguised as a knobble on a willow branch, 
safe in a hard cocoon made of chewed bark.  
In the summer the puss moth is a fluffy 
white-grey moth that looks like a scrap of 
cat’s fur. 

Early December:  Birds also have ways of 
surviving the winter.  Wrens, which are very 
territorial during the day, come together at 
twilight.  Their bodies are so small that they 
gather in roosts and form tight heat 
preserving balls.  I’ve got a dozen which 
roost under the eaves.  The official record is 
sixty-three in a nesting box in Norfolk. 

Different birds also flock together in 
winter.  The foraging parties of insectivorous 
birds mix together along the hedgerows.  
Blue tits, great tits, coal tits get together, 
sometimes with long tailed tits and 
goldcrests.  Others tag along for the 
protection of more eyes to spot hungry 
raptors. 

The field fares came in late December 
which is later than usual.  In my garden 

snowdrops were showing in late December, 
and the great tits have begun to sing.  There 
are a lot more blackbirds, which are illegal 
immigrants from Poland! 

You should be able to spot at least ten wild 
flowers on the wayside.  And it is only four 
or five weeks till frog spawn appears.  Oh 
yes, another species that hibernates is toads.  
They usually find a pile of logs or a crack in 
a wall; if you ever see them close up their 
eyes have amazing gold in them.  George 
Orwell once noted that seen close up they 
have a glint of the gem chrysoberyl. 

 

Sally Merrett 

Parish News Donations 

Many thanks to Gilbert and Joan Enticott 
Leslie Garner 

and for donations left in Stawley Village Shop. 
Donations may be left at the Village Shop  

or sent directly to the treasurer: 
Andrew Millard 

Barton Barn, Kittisford, Wellington TA21 0RZ 

 

Spinning and Woolcraft  
Group 

 

The Spinning and 
Woolcraft Group 

continues to enjoy the 
fortnightly meetings on 

Zoom, and we’ll keep this 
going for the foreseeable 
future,     as it’s working 

so well.   

If you would like to join in 
please contact me and I 
will add you to the list. 

And we still have plenty of lovely Shetland 
fleeces available for free! 

Next Sessions  

Tuesdays 2
nd

 and 16
th
 February  

2
nd

 and 16
th
 March  

at 2.30pm 

Contact Pauline: on 01823 672222, 
email pjw200355@gmail.com 
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“I Don’t Read Books” 
 

“Then what the Hell are you doing at 
university?” I blurted out in ill-disguised rage at 
such a profoundly shocking admission. In the 
absence of responses to the usual conversational 
overtures, I had asked an outwardly normal 
millennial the banal, “What are you reading that 
you don’t have to?” “We do everything on line.” 
“Whole books?” “No, extracts of research papers, 
mostly.” Is there no pity sitting in the clouds? 

‘Rage’ because I have recently lost the ability to 
read fluently. A senile mental dullness prevents 
me from rejoicing in a writer’s selection of words 
that give rhythm to an elegant sentence while it 
brought fresh ideas to my attention. Nor can I still 
hold in my consciousness the way a sequence of 
such sentences creates a paragraph that lets in the 
light of new understanding. 

Most of the eternal babble of spoken words 
dissipate into the crowded air, but some stick in 
minds already sodden with their predecessors. All 
but a few combinations of those that stick are 
eventually forgotten, denied, distorted, recycled as 
vapid gossip or mis-remembered cliché 
inappropriately applied. Written words are 
different: they form a record that cannot be 
changed by fickle memory – there is a 
permanence about them. But they must be read. 

Reading separates us humans from the rest of 
creation. As I described in this column in July last 
year, it is the only activity I know which uses all 
three parts of the brain. We learn to read most 
naturally on parents’ laps with comforting arms 
around us, and a finger tracing each word as it is 
spoken. Patterns of nerve impulses generated by 
the changing images of whole words on our 
retinas travel along optic nerves to the midbrain. 
At the same time, other patterns of impulses are 
generated deep in the ears and passed up auditory 
nerves to the hindbrain. There is too little 
processing capacity in the hind- and midbrains for 
them to integrate such complex sensory inputs but 
there is more than enough for these tasks in the 
forebrain, which is where the sight of a written 
word is related to its spoken sound. This is how 
reading occupies the whole brain and, of course, 
one’s full attention. There are few more heart-
warming sights in life as a child deep in a chair 
and lost in a book.  

A different way of teaching a child to read 
concentrates on the sounds of letters: C – A – T , 
and has achieved some formality in a system 
called Phonics. I am deeply suspicious of any set 
of rules that imposes rigidity on a plastic 
dimension, rather than seeking to describe it. 
Except by context, how does a learner cope with 
“A rough-coated, dough-faced, thoughtful 
ploughman strode through the streets of 

Scarborough; after falling into a slough, he 
coughed and hiccoughed”? I fear that Phonics not 
only fails to teach children to read but actually 
teaches them not to. I would be glad to hear of 
contrary opinions. 

Reading is a door not only to imagined worlds, 
but also to a universe of other people’s perception 
of reality. Even so, what people actually say has 
so many facets of motivation that it is difficult to 
classify them. One way of bringing order is to try 
to relate words to an apparent evolutionary value. 
For example, when monkeys make alarm calls, 
they use different words for “snake”, “eagle” and 
“leopard”. So also, it is reasonable to assume, did 
our common ancestors. This sort of language is 
distinct from socially soothing grunts of 
appreciation when being groomed, as Robin 
Dunbar suggests.  

The grunts and purrs are enormously important 
in building alliances which ultimately lead to 
more of that particular individual’s offspring in 
the next generation. It doesn’t really matter what 
such sounds mean so long as they elicit a 
favourable emotion in the hearer. On the other 
hand, failing to understand the difference between 
‘eagle’ and ‘leopard’ can be fatal. The two 
different uses of words is so evolutionarily recent 
that they have not yet been fully integrated into 
language. This means that one is left wondering 
whether a particular word has an exact meaning, 
or is it just there to make one feel stroked. 

Skilled writers can balance the two styles so that 
their readers’ overall impression is that the writer, 
or the character being described, is such a nice 
person that they could not really mean what they 
are actually saying. Some politicians have turned 
speaking in this way into a fine art, but then part 
of their job is to manipulate public opinion, and 
they know that written speeches seldom stir 
emotions as much as spontaneously delivered 
ones. 

Writing and reading seem to have arisen in 
response to the need for records that are more 
reliable than memory. Spoken words generally 
have no such function, so hyperbole is acceptable 
because the listener is expected to neither take 
their meaning literally nor remember them. This 
opens the door to subversion, and devaluing a 
society’s language is a surer way of undermining 
its core values than tampering with its currency.  

The antidote is, of course, to read books, and to 
learn to discriminate between good writing and 
bad. How does one tell if a book is likely to be 
worth the investment of money and time? 
Reviews help, but I find a fairly effective, even if 
bizarre, way is to read page 69, or the nearest full 
page to it, and ask yourself whether you want to 
turn it.                                          

  Martin Jacoby 



11 

 

 
 

Village Emergency Telephone System 
(VETS) 

As a temporary measure in the light of the 
current situation, the Village Emergency 
Telephone System (VETS) has been converted to 
a helpline. If, for any reason, you require local 
assistance, you can ring the appropriate number 
for your area shown below and, if someone is 
available, a local volunteer will respond. 
 There are ten local volunteers on each 
number and the first one who is available will 
respond to your call.  If you are self-isolating and 
alone in your home, or whatever the 
circumstances, volunteers are out there to help 
you so please make use of this helpline.  You 
may need some supplies, your medication or 
perhaps you have a concern or anxiety which you 
just need to talk through with someone… the 
community is here to help you. 
The numbers are: 
ASHBRITTLE & STAWLEY: 01823 244104 

BATHEALTON: 01984 322919 
KITTISFORD, TRACEBRIDGE & APPLEY: 

01823 245101 
The VETS numbers remain available as 
emergency lines should you need help to access a 
Defibrillator.  Remember, in the event of a 
possible cardiac arrest in your household 

ALWAYS DIAL 999 FIRST IN AN 
EMERGENCY AND,  IF A CHANCE 

ARISES THEN DIAL THE VETS 
NUMBER, SPECIFYING THAT YOU 
NEED A DEFIBRILLATOR RATHER 

THAN GENERAL HELP 

Defibrillators 

Would you know what to do if someone in your 

household collapsed, had a heart attack and 

needed help?  Within this community, we have 

four DEFIBRILLATORS which are available to 

anyone and they are easy to use by anyone.   

Quick access to a defibrillator really can save a 

life.   

 

Where are they? 

With their What3Words codes 

  

Ashbrittle Village Hall, on outside wall 

blurts.flats.crouching 

 

Bathealton Village Hall, on outside wall 

relatives.widgets.rolled 

 

Kittisford New House Farm,  

on barn wall, opposite Church 

bonkers.regime.lyricist 

 

Stawley Shop, on outside wall 

messaging.servers.quaking 

 

These defibrillators are accessible  

24 hours a day and  

no access codes are required 

 
What 3 Words - the new way emergency services are finding your location 

 

What 3 Words (W3W) is a new and simple way to identify a location, anywhere in the world. Unlike 
post codes, which at best cover a group of houses, and in a remote location, such as in a field, are non-
specific, the W3W system has divided the entire world up into 3m x 3m squares.  

Wherever you are, if you know your W3W address, anyone can find you. Whilst you my ask, “so does 
GPS (latitude and longitude)” this is correct. But trying to find your latitude and longitude, or should you 
be relaying this in ‘eastings’ and ‘northings’, just causes confusion for most people, and unless you know 
how to look for it on a smartphone, it is not easy to find in an emergency.  

If you do not have a smartphone, even more of an issue! W3W is being adopted by most international 
agencies, and here in the UK this means Fire, Police and Ambulance, Coast Guard, Mountain Rescue, the 
AA, Air Ambulance, and others. In a 999 call, for example, the operator may ask you for your W3W 
address. If you do not have this, or do not know what they are talking about, then they will send you a 
text message. Click on this and it will tell you the W3W location of where you are calling from, even if 
you are in the middle of a field, or lake, or up a mountain. 

Extract from The Community Heartbeat Trust W3W leaflet 
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Minutes of RCI Meeting  

Wednesday 13th January 2021  
held online by Zoom,  

in the light of the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

(The continuity of the meeting was sometimes 
disrupted by internet problems, but the formalities 
of the meeting were carried out effectively) 

 

Welcome: The Chairman welcomed members 
who had been able to join the online meeting. 

Present: Michael Parkinson (Mike, Chairman), 
Pauline Wood (PW), Judy Webb (JW), Laura 
Burrows (LB), John Hannon (JH), Cilla Newsom 
(CN), Ann-Marie Paterson (AMP). 

Apologies : Martin Perry, Jane Embleton. 

Minutes of the last meeting: They were agreed 
and signed.                           

Accounts: The Treasurer submitted the summary 
of the RCI’s Annual Accounts for the year ending 
31st August 2020 showing  balances as follows:    

RCI   £1631.30 

Active Living    £957.72 

Youth Club    £522.95   Total: £3111.97 

These accounts have been audited by Derek 
Sowden, to whom thanks should be passed. 

Acceptance of the RCI 2019/2020 accounts was 
proposed  by JW, Seconded by Mike, Chairman 
and carried unanimously. 

As at 13th January 2021, the Treasurer’s Report 
showed a total credit balance of £2736.63, 
comprising balances as follows: 

RCI   £1255.96 

Active Living     £957.72 

Youth Club    £522.95 

The RCI balance included £120 raised from 
donations at the Shop for handicrafts done over the 
Christmas period by PW and Mike, who were both 
thanked. 

The Treasurer also produced a report showing the 
Community Heartbeat Trust (CHT) account for 
DeFibs and VETS. This showed a credit balance of 
£587.80; the initial Lottery Grant in February 2019, 
provided sufficient funding for three years support 
for DeFibs and VETS. JW undertook to research 
further funding which will be required for ongoing 
support from next year. 

Fundraising efforts had been considerably 
curtailed by the pandemic and various ideas to raise 
money were discussed.  LB mentioned that local 
parents were happy to raise money through the sale 
of books, clothing etc. She undertook to look into 
this and to speak to the Perrys about the possibility 
of using the shop to coordinate this. 

Mike drew attention to the use of Amazon Smile 
as a simple way for anyone making Amazon 
purchases, to raise funds.  By opting in to Amazon 
Smile on every Amazon purchase, and then 
registering Stawley RCI as a nominated charity, 
0.5% of every purchase would be credited to the 
RCI. 

PW also reported that action was in hand to 
change bank details and signatories on the account. 

Mike, thanked the Treasurer for her work in 
maintaining the accounts and JW for DeFibs and 
VETS work. 

VETS: JW reported that the VETS line would 
continue as a general Helpline indefinitely whilst 
lockdowns were in place.  Telephone tests had 
continued and monitoring by CHT reported their 
success. JW expressed gratitude to all volunteers, 
including those who regularly checked and 
maintained the DeFibs.   

She  also  mentioned  the  ongoing  promotion 
of ///what3words for accurate location finding. 
From 1st January 2021, public services were all 
required to make use of it and to assist users by 
sending the App where appropriate.  JW would 
continue to use the Parish News to promote its use 
and Mike was actively identifying ///what3words 
for households within our community. 

Reports:  Lunch Club - not currently 
functioning because of the pandemic. 

Walking Group - also not currently functioning. 

Oil Group continued to work well. 

Walks Project - limited by the pandemic. 

Arts Group – unable to meet.  

AOB: Mike raised the issue of the possible 
purchase of a Notice Board, similar to the one at 
Greenham, to be placed on the school gates by the 
shop. It would not need to be free standing and his 
research indicated that the cost would be c.£778. 
He would consult the School about it. 

The next meeting is to take place on Wednesday 
14th April following the RCI Annual General 
Meeting.  Hopefully it could take place at 
Chackeridge Cottage but would be subject to 
review depending on circumstances. 

The meeting closed and the Chairman thanked 
those who had participated. 

Mike Parkinson, Chair 

Mobile Library 

The Libraries are closed.  

The loan of books already borrowed is extended 

until the libraries reopen. 
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Stawley Parish Council  
Edited Minutes of the meeting held on line, 

19th January 2021  

Full minutes will be available in The Globe 
Postbox, the Shop and on line at www.stash.org.uk 

  

Parish Councillors present: Chairman, Paul 
Musgrove (PM), Simon Buttars (SB), Pat Sweet 
(PS), Matt Vellacott (MV), Clive Wall (CW) .  

Others present:- James Hunt (JH) (County 
Councillor), Five parishioners. 

Matters Arising not Covered Elsewhere 
The District Council had replied to a request for 

confirmation of the Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) and this had been passed to 
Councillors. 

The Stawley Welcome Home Fete 1946 film has 
been copied on to a number of DVDs for 
Parishioners and one has been kept by the Council. 

Peggy Wotton. The Council expressed its sorrow 
to hear of Mrs Peggy Wotton’s passing at the end 
of December 2020.   She had been a stalwart 
member of the community whilst wearing many 
hats and in this case had served as Clerk to the 
Parish Council for a quarter of a century.  CW 
floated the idea of having a permanent memorial 
for Peggy and her late husband Bill to remember 
their contribution to society.  PM will assess the 
condition of the present seat and cherry tree by 
Greenham Bridge and discuss the idea with other 
interested parties. 

Finance • Precept for 2021/22. It was agreed by 
the Meeting that the Precept should be maintained 
at a level such that the payments by households in 
the Parish will remain the same as in 2020/21.  
This will set the Precept at £2,927. 

• Payments had been made as agreed at the 
meeting on 2nd November 2020 as follows:  

£1285 to the Pavilion for assistance in re-
surfacing the car park. 

Grants had been passed on to churches within the 
Parish for maintenance of their churchyards as 
follows: £66.75 for Greenham (paid to Ashbrittle 
PCC); £200.25 for Stawley; £178.00 for Kittisford 

£600 grant to the Pavilion for the upkeep of the 
playing field. 

£195.84 was paid in respect of costs incurred in 
setting up the new website.  

£50 had been received from Ashbrittle PC for a 
part share of the website costs. 

• Payment to keep stawleypc@yahoo.co.uk. 

Yahoo now charge to have e-mails forwarded to 
another address.  The Meeting agreed that the 
parish would pay to continue to have the service. 

The current bank balance is £10,062.10 
Planning 

• 35/20/0010 - Change of use of land to site 1 

converted shipping container to be used as holiday 
let accommodation on land off Cockland Hill, 
Stawley. The PC agreed to make no comment. 

• 35/20/0011 - Conversion of agricultural barn 
into 1 dwelling with erection of single storey 
extensions at South Barn, Elworthy Farm, 
Greenham, Wellington. The Parish Council agreed 
to make no comment. 

• 35/20/0013CQ - Prior approval for proposed 
change of use from agricultural building to 2  
dwelling houses (Class C3) and associated 
building operations at Wagtail Farm, Bullockfield 
Hill, Stawley. The PC had some reservations on 
this application.  CW agreed to draft a response. 

• 35/21/0001 - Erection of a free range poultry 
building at Appley Orchard Farm, Bishops Hill, 
Stawley. There was considerable discussion on this 
application because of various concerns about the 
present pollution issues on the site and the impact 
on nearby residents.  The Council agreed to object 
to the application.  CW agreed to draft a response. 

Reports from Members 

Roads – SB had contacted Somerset Highways 
about the damage to salt bins. It was agreed that 
five new bins would be procured, at a total cost of 
£306.75 plus VAT.  

Footpaths – There are some stiles and gates in 
the Parish that need attention.  PM agreed to 
review all the paths over the next few weeks and 
determine what work is needed and who is 
responsible for carrying it out. 

Any Other Business 

JH briefed the Meeting on the effect Covid had 
had on Somerset County Council and the possible 
move to a unitary authority within Somerset.. 

Next meeting: Date to be determined. 

Paul Musgrove, Clerk 

 

Peggy Wotton  
 

Peggy served as Clerk to Stawley Parish Council 
for twenty five years, until her retirement in 2012.  
For most of those years she served alongside her 
husband, Bill, who was Chairman and is 
commemorated by a flowering cherry tree at 
Greenham Bridge.  She was an extremely 
conscientious clerk and an amazing source of 
valuable local information.    

Not only did her ‘reign’ largely precede the use 
of electronic communication within local 
government circles, but she also declined to use a 
typewriter or photocopier.  As a result, all council 
minutes and correspondence were beautifully 
handwritten (as were copies!) without any 
mistakes.  Many of her carefully crafted 
documents now reside in the Somerset Heritage 
Centre for others to enjoy.    

Clive Wall 
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A Farming Diary  

Weather issues  
 

The weather plays a big part in all people's lives, 
but this is especially true in farming. The weather 
conditions on a day-to-day basis and through the 
seasons have a big influence on what work you 
need to do every day. Some examples of the 
things the weather affects include: when you can 
turn cattle out in the spring; when to mow grass 
for hay, (as you need at least five warm dry days 
for the grass to dry out, which is quite rare in this 
part of West Somerset); and the profit you make 
at the end of the year. As someone I heard saying 
once about farming, there are easier ways to lose 
money. 

A good spring and summer will make the 
greatest difference between a good and bad year. 
Warm dry spells of weather with occasional rain, 
are the ideal conditions for cattle to grow fast and 
cows to milk well. These conditions also allow 
crops to have good yields and be harvested in dry 
conditions. Grass for example is at its most 
nutritious around mid-May. To make silage two 
dry days is enough, one to mow the grass and let 
it dry and one to chop it and to haul it back to the 
clamp. If you get a lot of rain on mown grass it 
adversely affects the quality of the silage which 
means the cows will not milk as well the next 
winter. So, before you decide to mow, the forecast 
is scanned several times a day to see if the 
weather is going to be dry. With apps on mobiles 
and forecasts every half hour on rolling news 
stations it's a lot easier to get it right than years 
ago, when all you had was a pine cone, some 
seaweed and some old sayings like ‘red sky at 
night, shepherds' delight’. 

If you do get a nice hot, dry summer like in 
2018, farmers will always compare it to 1976 
which is the benchmark for all good summers 
before and since. I do just about remember that 
summer, watching old film and talking to slightly 
older farmers it was indeed very hot and dry, 
when all the grass fields turned brown and crops 
struggled through lack of rain. The reservoirs 
nearly ran dry, with standpipes in the towns. 

The government then,  like today tried to help 
out with slogans like 'share a bath' to save water. 
They appointed a minister of drought at the end of 
the summer, but only a week or so later the 
heavens opened and then it didn't stop raining for 
several months.  

If 1976 is the benchmark for hot summers, then 
benchmarks for cold snowy winters are 1947 and 
1963. We have had some pretty bad ones since 

then, like 1979, 1982 and 1987, but nothing like 
those two, I have been told. Really cold weather 
causes a lot of problems on a farm. It freezes 
water pipes and troughs in cattle sheds so you 
have to spend a long time thawing them out with 
kettles of hot water. Blow torches have been 
known to be used, though I wouldn't recommend 
it. Milking parlours can also freeze solid 
overnight, so a heater will have to be left on 
through the night, but in really severe cold it can 
still freeze up. Snow can also cause a lot of 
problems to farmers, collecting the milk even 
with a sprinkling of snow on the roads can be 
difficult for the milk tankers, especially up steep 
narrow lanes. If the snow has drifted, they can't 
even get to the farms.  

Back in the day we would have to take our milk 
to a collection point on a main road that had been 
cleared of snow. This was usually Wivey or, 
when there was a milk factory in Wellington, 
straight into there, which was I think down the 
bottom of Mantle Street. This meant getting out 
the emergency milk tank and putting it onto a 
trailer, then hitching it up to the tractor, then a 
quick rinse and scrub out with water before filling 
the tank with the milk. Taking a heavy load of 
milk up and down narrow country lanes covered 
with snow and ice with a small, two-wheel drive 
tractor wasn't for the faint hearted. Once you got 
there it was good to meet up with other farmers to 
find out how they were getting on with the bad 
weather. All milk now has to collected by tankers 
and no hauling by farmers is allowed, which has 
been the case for twenty years or more. Over the 
last few years snow has been quite rare anyway, 
so most dairy farmers now have insurance for non
-collection of their milk, which did happen during 
the beast from the east three years ago. This was 
the first time in about twenty-two years that the 
milk lorry could not make it in to pick up the 
milk.  If global warming continues we may not 
see again the terrible winters with weeks and 
weeks of freezing cold and snow, with twelve foot 
drifts like in 1947 and 1963, which a lot of people 
say were the worst two Winters since Bernie and 
Mike. 

Derek Greenway 
 

We were a bit confused about this last reference, 
so we asked Derek about it; he sent the following 
explanation.     Eds 

 

There were two brothers that were comedians 
back in the 70s and 80s called Bernie and Mike 
Winters that were on TV, but had a reputation for 
being a bit cheesy and not being very good. So it's 
the link of two bad Winters. 



15 

 

New (to me) circular walk –  
Langford Budville to Milverton 

 
Inspired by the excellent Parish walks of 

Stawley and Ashbrittle produced by the Rural 
Community Initiative, I thought it would be fun to 
find some new (to me) circular walks in our 
locality. This circular walk proved to be fairly 
easy, mostly on well signposted footpaths, with 
short road sections, not too hilly, and perfect for 
the dogs. It was fairly muddy at this time of year, 
so I was glad I was wearing wellies. It was 
interesting to see different old houses and farms 
and new views of the area. I won’t pretend to 
write down every stile and turn in the footpath, 
but hopefully inspire you to get the map out and 
follow the route. 

Start: park at Langford Budville village hall and 
turn right towards Langford Budville. After going 
past Langford Court continue straight on through 
the village and along the footpath across the fields 
towards Chipley. Turn left when you reach the 
B3187 and once across the stream, turn right and 
head to Chipley saw mills. After the saw mills you 
will reach the minor road, turn left and head 
towards Houndsmoor. After just over a mile you 
will reach Houndsmoor Farm on the left, turn left 
there, leaving a triangle of land to your right. 
After going up this lane for about 300 yards, there 
is a footpath sign on the right, you can take this to 
head to Milverton. You will see the church tower 
so it’s hard to get lost. Follow your instinct and 
this footpath will bring you out onto the B3187 
down some steep steps (be careful not let the dogs 
run out onto this road). You are now opposite 
Milverton primary school. Turn right, then left to 
go up the steep hill leaving the primary school on 
your left-hand side. 

Towards the top of the hill, after passing all the 
housing, take the lane on your left towards Lower 
Lovelynch. This turns into a footpath and there is 
a small footpath diversion to watch out for at 

Lower Lovelynch. It’s well signposted but does 
bring you through a muddy gate. Keep following 
the footpath signs towards Bindon Farm and from 
there across fields and a small stream back to 
Langford Budville. At one point you will see 
Langford Budville church tower, which will be 
reassuring and something to aim for. If it’s all 
worked to plan you will end up in Langford 
Budville turning right on the lane and retracing 
your steps past Langford Court back to the village 
hall. 

Distance: about 5.5 miles if you don’t get lost. 
Have fun and if you need a break, there are always 
snacks at Milverton Stores.  

Annie Musgrove 
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Moves towards a unitary council 
 

We live in an area with council services split 
across two principal tiers. The main services from 
Somerset West and Taunton Council (SWT) 
include waste collections, housing and planning. 
The main services from Somerset County Council 
include social care, transport and public health. 

Last summer, Somerset County Council called 
for a new single tier local authority to be 
established across all of the county. In October, 
this was followed by the Government inviting 
proposals for unitary councils in Somerset, as well 
as Cumbria and North Yorkshire. 

In December, two different business cases for 
Somerset were submitted. The County Council 
prepared a case for One Somerset, proposing one 
council to cover all 250,000 households across the 
county. The four District Councils all agreed a 
case for a Stronger Somerset, proposing two 
unitary councils covering the east and west of the 
county. For us, Western Somerset would merge 
the SWT and Sedgemoor districts, including 
Bridgwater, Minehead, Taunton and the rural 
areas around the major towns. 

Somerset Waste Partnership already jointly 
delivers council waste services across the county. 
Stronger Somerset would extend collaboration 
across both East and West unitaries in more 
service areas, including children’s services and 
integrated social care. One Somerset would see 
one council providing all local authority services 
across the whole of the current county area, 
including Frome, Glastonbury and Yeovil. 

Both business cases propose closer working with 
the many local parish and town councils through 
community networks and opportunities to devolve 
some assets and services. 

The decision on whether to create one or two 
unitary councils in Somerset now rests with the 
Government. If they wish to proceed, official local 
consultation is expected around March time and a 
decision announced in July. Shadow Authorities 
would then be established, with current 
councillors, in April 2022 and the new council/s 
would be set-up, with the first elections, in 2023. 

For Somerset West and Taunton, the timing of 
the unitary debate is very unfortunate or, some 
may say, poorly judged. The new district council 
is only just emerging from the joining together of 
Taunton Deane and West Somerset Councils in 
2019. If the unitary change now goes ahead, there 
will be further disruption and transformation costs 
that will inevitably arise, again diverting some 
attention away from local service provision and 
planning. 

Cllr Dave Mansell 

Wiveliscombe and District Ward  

Somerset West and Taunton Council 

Covid support grants 
 

Somerset West and Taunton Council administers 
a number of Covid-19 support grants. There are 
business support grants with new schemes for the 
third lockdown.  

The Community Chest Fund supports groups 
with recovery. And Test and Trace Support 
Payment are available for those required to self-
isolate and losing income.  

For details and to apply, visit SWT’s website at: 
www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk 

 

Cllr Dave Mansell 

 

Village Oil Group 

To place your order please email 

judy.milne@btopenworld.com or contact  

Judy or Michael Milne on 01823 672205.  

Orders by the Sunday evening, before the next 

delivery day please, which will be  

Wednesday 10th February  

New members always welcome 

http://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk
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The Parish News Quizzes  

The February Faces 

February quiz 
 

1 Which historic ship wreck, from Henry VIII’s 
reign, was salvaged from the Solent in 1982? 

2 Which character does Roger Allam play in 
ITV’s Endeavour? 

3 A statue of which controversial figure from  

history ended up in Bristol docks in 2020? 

4 In which year was the Gunpowder plot? 

5 What is the name of the high rise council block 
in Peckham where Del and Rodney Trotter lived? 

6 What has China loaned to Scotland for 10 years 
at a cost of £6.4 million? 

7 Which long running BBC period drama stars 
Sophie Rundle, Paul Anderson and Helen 
McCrory? 

8 In American politics, what does the acronym 
FLOTUS refer to? 

9 Which  planet  in  our  solar  system  is  closest 

to the sun? 

10 Edward Hardwicke, Jude Law and Martin 
Freeman have all portrayed which famous 
fictional doctor? 

11 What does a chronometer measure? 

12 Which type of beans are used to make baked 
beans? 

13 Selsey, Bognor Regis and Worthing are all 
coastal towns in which English county? 

14 Name the Vice President of the United States, 
who assumed office January 20th, this year. 

15 What do participants recklessly chase down 
Cooper’s Hill near Gloucester each Spring Bank 
holiday? 

16 How long did Margaret Thatcher serve as 
Prime Minister of the UK? 

17 Darragh Ennis, Jenny Ryan and Paul Sinha are 
all known as what on ITV? 

18 Where in the world would you find the world’s 
biggest single stem tree, (named General 
Sherman), the Giant Sequoia? 

19 Peter Sawkins, at 20 years old, became the 
youngest ever winner of which popular TV 
competition in 2020? 

20 In the UK, which English cathedral has the 
largest cloister with the largest cathedral close and 
the tallest church spire at 123 metres? 

21 Name the scandal which forced Richard Nixon 
to resign as US president in 1974. 

22 And who succeeded him, serving as president 
from August 1974 to January 1977? 

23 Exeter Chiefs defeated which team to win the 
Gallagher Premiership final at Twickenham in 
2020? 

24 Who became the nation’s PE teacher during 
2020’s varying lockdowns? 

25 Name the storm which very recently caused 
much flooding and damage in North West 
England and Wales. 

With thanks to Alan Rose. Answers on back page      

 Experienced Gardener 

Garden maintenance, pruning, clearing 
and cutting back, planting, planting plans.  

Also mole catching.  

Call Jen – 07837 983601 
email - Jen.Sim@btinternet.com 

mailto:Sim@btinternet.com
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Tim Potter, Son and Daughter 

Family Butchers 

The Award winning butcher in the heart of Wellington 

We will continue to do our utmost to supply our customers, old or 

new, with their requirements during the current crisis 

We are experiencing a very high demand for our products, so please 

call us in advance to check supplies 

Tel:  01823 662126 

If you need home delivery, please liaise with your community hub  

at Stawley Village Shop 

Home & Garden Services 

 

Shorneys, Greenham, Wellington. TA21 0JW 

 indianamaish@hotmail.com   01823 672003     

Covid-19-still open for business & 

following Social Distancing Measures 

Home: Cleaning, Ironing, having a ‘sort out’, 

Food Prep 

Garden:  Maintenance, Allotment, Clearance 

Support Work:  Enabling people with 

disabilities 

Handy man Services 

 

 DBS, Food Hygiene, References Available 

Emma 

 or Brian 
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Wivey Link 
Going Places..... 

Wivey Link will continue to provide a 

service for essential medical and dental 

appointments during the current  

emergency. 

• Door to door service operating from Wiveliscombe  

• We cover all surrounding Parishes, Taunton and Wellington.  

• Wheelchair friendly cars. 

• Fares are very reasonable and bus pass holders get a concessionary rate. 

For more information on using Wivey Link  telephone   01984 624666  

Lines open: Mon - Fri 9.00a.m. till 5p.m.    Sat 10a.m till 12.30p.m   

Answerphone out of hours 

Wivey Link a division of the  Wiveliscombe Area Partnership          Charity No. 1132983 

 

 

 

 

Want to improve your social life 

then join 

West Somerset and East Devon  

Country Link 

An informal group run  by the members 

Events include meals out, BBQs, country 

walks, music & dancing. 

For information and a  

free programme contact: 

 Di ~ 01823 672666 or 

Colin ~ 07849 757985 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installation of Fencing, Gates  

and Sheds 

 

Hard Landscaping 

Fencing Repairs 

 

Boundary Fencing  

Decking 

Please contact Chris 

www.cannonfencing.com 

cannonfencing@outlook.com 

07434 640004 

The social link 

for the  

countryside 
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 H Tredwin & Son Ltd 

Independent Funeral Directors 

15 & 17 North Street, Wellington 

 

Providing a proficient, personal and caring  

service at all times. 

Fifth generation independent family business 

Private chapels of rest                          Pre-paid funeral plans 

www.htredwinandson.co.uk 

Contact Nick or Louise Tredwin:    Telephone: 01823 672287 

       Mob: 07702 726264 
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Cleaning and Home Help 

One off or regular jobs 

General cleaning 

 

My cleaning products or yours 

End of tenancy cleaning 

Help with shopping 

Dog walking 

And much more 

 

 

 

 

 

References  

available 

Call Sarah on  

07772 761677 

 

MOBILE DOG GROOMING 

 

THE SOGGY DOGGY  

(EXE-VALLEY) 

 

The Grooming Station That Comes  

To Your Location  

 

Call Rachael on 07772272923 

Find us on facebook 

thesoggydoggy89@yahoo.com 
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Kim White D.O. 
 

Registered Osteopath 

 

Freathingcott Farm, Holcombe Rogus, Wellington TA21 

0NG 

For appointments please contact the practice on: 

 

01823 672925 

 

 
   REPAIR, FIX & RE-USE  

 
Before you throw it away, can you give it another chance? 

 
 

*Hand and garden tools     *Garden furniture 
*Wheelbarrows    *Small machinery    *Woodwork 

*Metalwork and light fabrication     *Latches & Catches       
*Fabric repair & stitching *Tables, chairs & cupboards 
    *Handles    *Doors   *Gates  *Brackets   *Shelves 

 

Before that trip to the tip…. 
                               see if it can be mended         

call Steve on 672102 or 07812 054 641  

No fix, no charge 
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RACHEL GUNDRY 

LETTER CARVING IN STONE 

Headstones     Commemorative 

Poetry for the Garden      House signs 

Sundials     Foundation 

stones 

Carving in situ 

Restoration/recarving 

Design & Illustration 

Visit local studio to see 
stone samples and dis-

cuss any enquiry  

TEACHING / WORK-

SHOPS AVAILABLE 

rachelgundry@hotmail.co.uk 

tel: 01984 624 897 

mobile:  07914 822 944 (weekdays) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carpet & upholstery cleaning 

 

Carpets - upholstery - rug cleaning 

Stain guard protection 

Fast drying  

Eco friendly 

Free quotations and honest friendly advice 

Steve Wright 

Tel : 01823 666025 or 07860 554753 

Email:cleanwright87@googlemail.com 

 

  Wanted  

 

 

 

 

Standing hardwood: Oak, Ash, 

Beech etc 

TOP PRICES PAID 

 

Call Carl Westcott 07973564759 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Rob Hill 

07845 756822  
 

wiveliscombe.joinery@outlook.com 
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Home Aerials 

Tel: 01984 623232 

homeaerials@gmail.com 

 

 

All Types of Aerials & Satellite 

Digital Upgrade Specialists 

Digital Boxes Supplied and Fitted 

 

 

Wiveliscombe & Surrounding Areas 

Local, Reliable, Experienced Engineer 
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WIVELISCOMBE 

 

MAN WITH A VAN 

Local/national deliveries 

Fully licensed waste carrier service 

 

House, garage,  

and shed clearances 

Single items or full loads  

Call Tom on  01984 624 976 

or Mobile 0770 4977 606 

Serving the ten parishes  

since 2010 

 

GB BUILDING 

& 

MAINTENANCE 

Listed Building Specialist 

*Lime Plastering 

Internal/External 

*Cob Repairs 

*Lathe and Plaster 

*Stonework 

*Cut Roof, Green Oak etc. 

 

Contact Gary Broom 

Telephone   01823 283212 

or Mobile   07776032289 
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Kittisford Barton, Wellington, Somerset,  

TA21 0RZ 

www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk 

01823 672736 

Luxury award winning self-catering property ac-

commodating up to 14 adults and 2 children in 6 

comfortable bedrooms. Fabulous indoor swim-

ming pool, hot tub and sauna.  

Available throughout the year for weekends, 

weeks or mid week breaks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naturally grown seasonal  

vegetable boxes -  

delivered weekly to your door. 

 

Alex and Ruth 

07854680335 or 01823 672055 

steepholding.wordpress.com 

Holcombe Rogus, TA21 0JY 

       YOGA 
               the Iyengar way 

Discover strength and suppleness 

through alignment of the body, 

release tension and stress, 

calm and focus the mind 

Langford Budville Hall 

Thursday 10.00 - 11.30 

Tuesday   6.30 - 8.00 pm 

Jackie Douglas 

07919 818980 

jacquelinedouglas@hotmail.com 

 

http://www.thecottagebeyond.co.uk
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The Caretaker 

Home and Animal Sitter 

 Dog walking.  Looking after all your  

animals when you go away.  I am insured 

References available 

Please call me on 07926 174332      

GREEN & CARTER 

Water Engineers – Established 1774 

Manufacturers of water powered hydraulic RAM pumps 

General water engineers Bore holes,  

Water filtration and purification 

Manufacturers of UV water purifiers  and chlorination plant 

Telephone:  01823 672365 (24 hrs) 

Fax:  01823 672950    Mobile:  0374 108884 .   greenandcarter.com 

 

Janet Morris 

Freelance Hairdresser 

Gents, Ladies and Children 

For appointment or consultation please call: 

01823 660191 or 07768648244 

Willowbrook Nursery  

and Garden Centre 

Your local family-run Garden Centre  Well stocked garden shop   

Café and Tea room          Bow Aquatic Centre   

                Pet and Bird Supplies      ‘Winesolution’ Wine shop  

Sheds              B & M Camping 

Situated on the A38 between Taunton and Wellington 

Telephone: 01823 461324  *Open 7 days a week 

www.willowbrooknurseryandgardencentre.co.uk  

Painter and Decorator 

Professional lady decorator 

Courteous, neat and tidy 

     All jobs considered 

Free estimates 

    Call Teri on 07866 126877 or 01823 680402 

PETER COOPER 

07960 589734 

CARPENTRY / JOINERY 

HARDWOOD FLOORING / FURNITURE 

FENCING / DECKING  

KRT HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

Quality Painting and Decorating 

for all your decorating needs, free estimates, 

over 40 years experience 

Please call 01823 674143 or 07429900469 

 

Emma Hurford 

Home & Garden Services 

01823 672003 

indianamaish@hotmail.com  

 

 

MANUFACTURER & STOCKIST OF 

BEE-KEEPING EQUIPMENT 

Hives and Frames 

Haddeo, Bathealton, Taunton TA4 2AG 

Tel: 01984 623851 

DAVID PEARCE           
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Craftsmen you can rely on, 

Quality you can trust... 

In Lime Rendering, 

Lime Plastering & Building Restoration” 

 

Local Information 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Contact Numbers 
Greenham & Tracebridge  Caro Ayre             01823 672603 
Appley                               Rachel Chesterton   01823 673063 
Ashbrittle                           Charles Doble          01823 672365 
Kittisford                           Roger Bradford 01823 672350 
Stawley                              Pat Sweet            01823 672380 
Wellisford                         William Thomas 01823 673143 
Bathealton & Poleshill      Terry McNicholas    01984 624428 
Outer Bathealton               Carol Weir                01984 623565 
Springrove                         Doreen Orton 01823 400731 

Police-non-emergency number    101 
 

Police Beat Team 
 

PC Joanne Jeffery 2378   Tel:07889 657943 
 Joanne.jeffery@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
PCSO  Louise Fyne 6945   Tel:07889 659476 
       Louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
 

Parish Councils 
 
Ashbrittle  Chairman  Charles Doble 01823 672365 / 672618 
        Email  charles.doble@ukgateway.net 
Bathealton Chairman   Charles Eustice 01823 401248 
Stawley      Chairman   Paul Musgrove 01823 672627 
       email: stawleypc@yahoo.co.uk        www.stash.org.uk 

 
 

Community Halls 
 

Appley Pavilion and Recreation Field 
 – to book, ring Suzette Williams on 01823 672266 or  
          email: williamspfa@outlook.com 
 
Ashbrittle Village Hall 
 – to book, ring Pat Gainey on 01823  672760 
 
Bathealton Village Hall  
 – to book, ring Tilly Willis on 01984  624459 
 

Local Groups 
 
Stawley under Fives at the Appley Pavilion.   
Becky Allder Pre-schools Manager  
Swallows, Sampford Arundel  01823 672342 Mon/Tues 
Stawley Under Fives  07753 552736 Weds/Thurs/Fri  
 
Wiveliscombe Young Farmers Club meets weekly. Phone 
Becky Hurd on 01984 623006 to find out more. 
 
Rural Community Initiative (RCI) is a local charity set up in 
1999 to support the way of life of the people of this rural com-
munity. For further information please contact the chair of the 
committee; Mike Parkinson  m_f.parkinson@btinternet.com 

PARISH NEWS DETAILS 

The Editors and the next issue deadline date are on the back cover.  Please send items for publication to the Editors in good time 

to ensure publication.  There is only a short time between the deadline and the printing of the Parish News and late items may not 

be included.  We are pleased to receive items in any form (typed, in long hand, on disk or by e-mail).  Naturally, we prefer items 

by e-mail ashparishnews@gmail.com when they should be in Microsoft 'Word' format, as this saves a great deal of typing!     

Advertising Our  rates are £1.40 per month for a small box, £3.00 for a quarter page, £6.00 for a half page and £12.00 for a whole 

page.  Advertising for community events, charity and church fundraising events in our area are normally carried free of charge.  

Occasional one-off adverts from residents in our area seeking to sell or buy an article or seeking to acquire or offer a service are 

also carried free of charge.  In all cases the style, layout and size allocated to an advert is at the discretion of the Editors.  
 

Editors: Maurice Stanbury 01823 672216 and Julia Swan 01823 672102   e-mail address: ashparishnews@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Andrew Millard                                                                                          Printed by Sharper Print  Tel 07906 752190                         

Cover Design - Church illustrations derived from originals by the late Diana Willis.         Distribution: Pat Sweet 01823 672380  

Editorial Policy 

Please note that the views expressed in this 

magazine are the responsibility of the 

individual author(s) and are not necessarily the 

views held by the editors of the Parish News. 

        Tom Cowling 

   
For all of your computer and tech related issues. 

• Home Tuition/General Help and Advice 

• PC Pick up/Drop off Service 

• On-Site Repairs 

 
Tel: (01984) 629576  Mob: 07593 592955   
 
Email:  tom@tcrepairsandtuition.co.uk 
Web: www.tcrepairsandtuition.co.uk 

Advertise Here 

Our rates are:  

£1.40 per month for a small box,  

£3.00 for a quarter page,  

£6.00 for a half page and  

£12.00 for a whole page. 

See further details at the bottom of this page.  

 for local cards, prints and paintings 

www.anniemusgrove.co.uk 

Meadow Farm, Greenham 

01823 672627 

mailto:tom@tcrepairsandtuition.co.uk


32 

 

   Next Deadline Date:     Friday 19th February  

Editors: Julia and Maurice 

Faces answers 
 

1 Keeley Hawes 

2 Michael Sheen 

3 Wallis Simpson                      

4 Denzel Washington 

5 Davina McCall 

6 Jesse Owens 

7 Brenda Blethyn 

8 Nicky Campbell 

9 Kamala Harris 

10 Kevin McCloud 

11 Katy Brand 

12 Morgan Freeman 

13 Anneliese Dodds 

14 David Mitchell  

15 Kay Burley 

16 Pablo Picasso 

17 Morven Christie 

18 Stan Laurel 

19 Heather Watson 

20 Kelvin Fletcher 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

February Quiz answers 
 

1 The Mary Rose 

2 DI Fred Thursday 

3 Edward Colston 

4 1605 

5 Nelson Mandela House 

6 A pair of pandas 

7 Peaky Blinders 

8 First Lady of the United 
States 

9 Mercury 

10 Doctor Watson 

11 Time 

12 Haricot beans 

13 West Sussex 

14 Kamala Devi Harris 

15 A round of double 
Gloucester cheese  

16 11 years 209 days 

17 Chasers on The Chase 

18 California 

19 Great British Bake Off 

20 Salisbury 

21 Watergate 

22 Gerald Rudolph Ford Jr. 

23 Wasps 

24 Joe Wicks 

25 Christoph 

 Quiz - Answers  Snowdrops 


